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« \ I wifh no other herald, 

** No other fpeaker of my livmg a&iom^ ' 
** To keep mine honour from corruption^ 
** But fuch an honefl chronicler—.** 

Hen 8. Aft 4. Sc. 2. 
** ■ I Hie nigrae fuccus loliginis, hzc eft 
^' ^mgp mera : quod vitium procul abfore chartis^ 
^ Atque animo prius, ut H quid promittere de me 
«* Poflum aliud vcrc, promitto.*^ 

Horace, Sat. i. 4. xoo. 
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TO THE KING. 



Sire, 

AS the accuftomed forms of fociety 
do not permit Your Majesty to mix 
with your fubjefts at krge, and to ac- 
quire, in perfon, a diftindt and particu- 
lar knowledge of their refpedive merits, 
actions, and charaders, thefe Biographical 
Sketches are fubmitted and addreffed ta 
YOU, with peculiar propriety, and with 
profound refpedt. 

That Your Majesty may thus, in 
fome meafure, be enabled to appreciate 
their diftinguiflied talents, to refpedt 
their illuftrious virtues, and to reward 

theic 



DEDICATION. 

their ufeful and meritorious adions, dur- 
ing the continuance of a lengthened, hap- 
py, and profperous reign, is the fervent 
wilh, and devout prayer, of 
Your Majefty's 
moil humble and 
moft obedient 

Subjeds and Servants, 
i^JL-f, iWt\ 1 79S. 

THE EDITORS. 
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Public, i$ tc^^xbibiit^ in tfae memoirs of the iUuftrioiW w^ 

fyeOMc works, of a fimilar dticnptin^iv bdve been pHbWh- 
ed ia various countries pa tbe cpntineqts: nooe^ bo1r<Mrtt» 
have hitherto been Attempted, upon tk» 4«m pbu^' tlLthp 
country* 

Biography, iq all its formi;, is sdlonPfdio be <he.«ift 
fafcinadng a^d inftrudive fpecies of. U^^r^ry coftnppfitmk 
It not only poflei&^ si) the adyaotiees «f general bUhtf, 
the various excdlenpies <tf which mty. be judiciwfljr intB»- 
woven widi the lives of eminent perfixwigef, butit (hniieBi 
ly difcovers the. minute add latent ^ugs of grasl evttMi, 
which, in the comprebeniive range of Hitkmtfi wpuM. Juurc 
elcaped attentidu 

iAmj of the atlira^iions of.Bi(^gra|liy in genecU, antf 
firo? additional advantages, ^4^ jx>flefled by cm$emp9rmf 
Si^aphy. The omaoiri of inen> who are theiprefiaic au> 
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tors on tbe great theatre of life, who acquire and demand 
public confidence, and from whom further refults of action 
or meditation are to be expe<Sbd, neceflarily excite a higher 
degree of curiofity, than the lives of thofe who have made 
their exit from the ftage, by whom no future good or evil 
can be performed or perpetrated, and who, <' dead, gone, 
and forgotten,'' are generally carried down the ftream of ob- 
livion, and fivollowed up in the gulph of unregiftered mor- 
tality. 

It muft be admitted, that the biographer of deceafed per- 
fons is better enabled, by the independence of his fituation, 
and a more extenfive retrofpedl, to eftimate the degree of 
virtue and vice, and to appreciate, the fum total of merit and 
demerit with greater precifion, than the contemporary bio- 
grapher, who is reftrained, by the extreme delicacy of his 
undertaking, from giving the finiihing ftroke to his delinea- 
ting of charaAer^ who(e incomplete mateirials prevent him 
^ih- deducing general and important conclufions in then: 
proper latitude,-and, in Aiany <^es, from di(criminating be- 
tween bypocrify and fincerity. Still, -however, a writer of 
this defcription i^ better able to cdOieA h&^ and may, iti 
general^' bq more depended upon, as to the authenticity of 
his teftimony, then he who writes the lives of deceaied per- 
fi)n8.^ 'Many eminent men, refpefting whom pofterity have 
caiile to lament the* d^ciency of biographical information, . 
have pafled dieir eariy days in obfcurity, and thofe who then 
knew them wer^ either too ignorant, or too unobfervant, to 
beajilpto make any communications refpefting them. 
When death has<inoe fet his fealupon th«r labours, few or 
no b[iportanities ofer of obtaining fatisfadory and circum- 
ilantial information i their early contemporaries are, proba- 
Uy, ,alfo go|ie off the ftage. From caufes like thfefe, how 
little-is known of fome of tbe moft diftinguifhed luminaries 
diat have, irra[diated the, political and literary hemifpheres! 

Of 
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Of many who know only, thait they filled elevated fitoations, 
that they compbfed fplendid works, made important difcove-'* 
Ties, died in a particular year, and were at length interred in 
fome venerable repofitory of the dead. - v 

. An annual publication like the prefent will beft provide 
againft a future defici^icy of this kind, with regard to-the 
diftinguiflied pehbnages who now fill up the drama of pub* 
lie life in the Britifli empire. The Editors are notlike-^ 
ly to commit themfelves, and the reputation of their 
work, by inferting direft falfehoods, or partial mif^ 
reprefentations : no chanfi£br, of whom they now or may 
hereafter treat, can be thought infenfible to the lave ef 
contemporary or pofthumous fame; hence^ (hould any 
undefigned error, or any inaccurate ftatement, inadver- 
tently efcape them, it may be rationally prefuooed, - that 
the party affefbed, firom a regard to. his own reputation^ 
will take the earlieft opportunity to corre£l fuch nu& 
tatements; or that ibme friend;, intimately acquainted 
with* the fubjeft, in Ae candour and warmth of eflcea% 
may be ftimulated to write a more particular and accurate 
account^ for a fubfequent editi(m«' 

From thefe premifes * may it not be reafonably con- 
cluded, that Ais Work poflefles a legitinaate claim to puUic 
patrom^e, as well firom its promiied udlity tsD fiiture biognu 
phers and hifterians, as from its being an highly entertaining 
and lifeful afiemblage of interefting and: important h&s and 
anecdotes? 

In refpeA to the prefent vahime> it is neeeflary to remark^ 
Azt the articles are vmtten by a number of gentlemdtm 
yrhok 9id<^ted Signatures^ are affixed to their refpedive 

. com- 

4 Bcfide othijrr ^rg^ments wbkli may be urged in recommendation pf 
this novel undertaking, tlie Editors might quote the example of fome of 
the moft illdthious men in all ages and nations, who have judged it pro- 
ber t^ wr^ theif^own mcmairi, and t^ pnbliOithem dnrifigj(beiir lifetime. 
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Sodi a mnkipiiriiy cthSb^ m b csttOi* 
i a, pomp of dnn&as oamU matimvchmtm 
1 b^ aof oor or tno imfivifaabb Aidboag^ a ddi* 
catclaft, the mode gcocoBj adopfeod m ife CAoipo&ioBflf 
hjs bcaEn to apply to <aair fitioid of tke p»t^ 
ikHmldigp cf Ae Rfalifc fids jwl < 
itodoaapfe jaiioeto dK 
This iiBlifti iiMilr jfii it ernyt ^ rcqadttt to pmiice tte 
L «f theTolonc^ ka^ hoivcvcr, < 
tke ftyfe aod a»Kr of Ae fereri 
at firft fig^i^ '''^ pw it E fcit of I 

ntva Bocdetaft finomks ital ankaBite 

It is poSife ihat a htMkm^ iihfci i u, or oAor pcriaa 

acd wtk tiie fiAyoft of die ievml 

^ iHre aod tncre octcot nnc wonl cnor^ iooic 

r Jiftmi i i iM Wuif i M M i s tor oicle 

fcr loofe coneck ioAnnadoo* vhkk vvHfae AhiUoII j ffD. 
4Uioi| aod pyirflitaHjy adKosod to lo a ' 
That fime ioaopixacies xe tosnnidriik ia aaiockof i 
) UMottKUaaltfltck ipcricaby i 

cftke 
af prifcwlinratelife. 
The Edtonacwnrefcriodty wihirfii fc^^ m; 
iiiHjucr wfaaosTCTy tiicj Ihonld luifbiliiiuccly and i 
4Hidybeaiiieimof wi wwdiag tito aeatoirtftiBiyy tfaebu-^ 
dbdde aflriadoo, cr the gencnxs pride of aaf iadividiid; od 
pioiBuure could peoBOvesica to tiKo* andocs aodiitfcitoaaa* 
Anjr reprefeotatkm oa die pait of diofe who naj dank 
tliemJelTes ^^riered, whkh may be tianibihted to the E&. 
tors, ihall be treated with marfeed deference and aRcndoa* 
The maft Iciiipiilaos cautioa has been cxeidiis^ tm diveft 
dgitof q|)faridr of cyciyappcMancg of nUMMiil aod politic 

partialities 
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tpartialities. No aitachment to any particulaf' fef^of men or' 
opinions^ no prejudices againji men in place^ no prepojfejjions 
in- favour of nun out'of place^ no 'bias towards any contro- 
verted .points, of theobgy-^ no perfonal antipathiesy no malevo- 
lent exaggerations^ no invidious difpojition.to detraSl from ao- 
knowUged virtue or merits have influenced^ in whole or in 
party the condu£f of the ProjeSfor and Condu£fors of the 
Work. 

if die prefent volume fhould be honoured by.a degree of 
a^robation and patronage correfpondent to the anxious 
wiflies and expeflations of the Editors, it is their defign to 
prefent the Public with a fim^lar volume in the courfe of the 
year 1799, and to continue )the woric in each fucceeding 
•year. That there will be.ab^ndan( materials for fuch a con- 
tinuation miift be obvious^ when it is confidered^ that the 
following illuftrious and j)rominent charafters are omitted in 
the prefent volume, only fpr want, of room or competent ma- 
;terials: the Lord Oiahcellor, the Marx[uis of Lanfdowne, 
the Duke of Grafton, the Duke of Bedford, Lord Kenyon, 
Mr. Erflcine, UJj:. Sheridan, Lord Grenville, the Duke of 
. Portland,. Earl Howe, Earl St. Vincent, Lord Bridport, 
:Lord Auckland, Mr. Tlerney, Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Mr. Weft, Earl Spencer, Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. 
Haftings, Mr. Wyridham, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Duke 
of Leeds, Lord Somerville, and heariy^ree hundred other 
eminent and remarkable perfons, connected with the political 
andlit^MQ^jvbrW.; 

: For the (ake of Variety, nd jpirticular arrangement of the 
articles has been adopted; an attention'* to the fame objefit 
has alfo didated the multifarious choice of chara(S|bers. Each 
reader will probably judge of the requifite degree of publi- 
city annexed to apcrfonage, according; to his own peculiar 
connexions and caft of thinking: it is. believed, however, 
that no charafter is inferted, which isnot juftly confidered 
as confpicuous in;SV6ryixteiid!cd circle^ 2cadv^\\vdci ^o^ t«x 
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poffefe a fuflicient degree of merit, or original feature, to be 
properly entitled to public notice. 

Communications for the fecond volume, or corre6l:ions of 
the prefent, are Tequefted to be addreflcd to J. Moore, Na 
45, Coll6gc-greeft. 

March, I J gg. 
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THE EARL OF MOIRA. 



JCEW noblemen have made a more early, or a more 
meritorious figure in military and civil life, than the illuf- 
trious fubjeft of this fketch. Francis, Lord Rawdon, 
Earl of Moira, was born December the 7tli, 1754, and 
was created a Baron of Great Britain in 1783. 

Having completed his education about the commence- 
ment of the American war, his lordfliip entered intb the 
army, and embarked with his regiment for that continent, 
where he took a very aftive part throughout the whole bf 
the unfortunate conteft with the eftranged and alienated, 
colonies. 

Lord Rawdon's chara£ter, from the earlieft period, has 
been uniformly marked by a cool and intrepid courage, 
governed by that calth ferenity of foul which is the rcfult 
of the moft , unblemifhed honour. He gave early proofs 
of the polTefEon of this enviable qualification, when he 
was lieutenant of grenadiers at the memorable battle of 
Bunker's Hill. The late General Burgoyne, who, though 
not in ihfi action, was familiarly acquainted with its detail, 

B md 



^ EARL OF MOIRA. 

and indeed a fpefbtor of the conteft, in a tetter written to 
England, makes ufe of this remarkable expreflion — « Lord 
Raivdon has this day Jlamped his fame for life^ His Lord- 
(hip was afterwards at the ftorming of Fort Clinton, 

In 1 7.7 By he was appointed adjutant-general to the 
Britiih forces, under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the army. In this 
capacity he ihewed himfelf not only brave, but a£):ive and 
judicious \ and rendered elTential fervice in the hazardous 
retreat,of the Britifli army through the Jerfeys, from Phi- 
ladelphia to New York, and alfo in the a£tion at Mon* 
mouth. He afterwards embarked with the troops for 
Charleftown, and ferved at the fiege of that place, where 
he acquitted himfelf with fuch lingular jndgment and dif- 
inguifhed valour, that, notwithftanding his want of years, 
and confequently prefumed inexperience, he was appointed 
to the command of a feparate corps in the province of 
South Carolina. In a fliort time after, he joined the army 
under Lord CornwaUis, and at the battle of Camden had 
the command of one of the divifions, with which he com-r 
menced the aftion, and which proved que of the moft 
brilliant and dccifivc in favour of the Britiih arms. 

During Lord Rawdon's fuhfequent oonamand in Charlef- 
town, an affair happen<;d in which (through a warm zeal 
for the fervice) he appeared to be mugh implicated; and 
which, although it has been, and ftill is, juftified by his 
friends, was fevefcly ijenfuied by the Americans, and af- 
terwards condemned by many of the oppoiition here. It 
became alfo an objeft of enquiry in the Houfe of Lords. 
He ftood, however, perfectly clear 0:9 the ground of honor 
and principU \ and the worft insinuation never more than 
blamed a fevere and warm difpoG^oa to enforce a rigorous 
military regulation. With regard to any poffible imputa- 
tion of inhumanity, his lordlhip's whole life has been of 
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fo oppofite a complexloa^ and has been fo uniformly 
marked hj traits of die moft refined philandiropj^ that it 
never was in the power even of party-obloquj to arraign 
lum ip that reipe&. 

L«rd Rawd(»n on his cetwm to England- was treated a 
peer of Great BtitMii, and nominated one of bis Majefty's 
aids^de-camp. 

About this time his lordihip's coflidn£i in the affair al- 
ready alluded to (die execution of colonel Hajmes), was 
mentioned by the duke of Richmond in fuch a manner as 
to give great umbrage ; fufficient^ indeed, to indBce lord 
Rawdon to call upon his grace for an explanation. After 
feveral meflages, through the interference of friends^ the 
duke of Itichmond agreed to read fuch a recantation in the 
Houfe of Lords, as lord Rawdon fhould think proper to 
dictate. 

About the latter end of 1793, ^ was nominated to the 
command of a body of troops whith was encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Southampton, and in conjuii£^ion with 
the emigriant corps, was to aft oflFenfively againft France. 
The original objeft of their aflembling being Siortly after 
altered for the purpofe of ftrengthening our little army 
upon the continent, tHe earl of Moira embarked with 
^em^ and landed at Oftend. In his conduft on this occa* 
iion he difplayed much military knowledge, iharing every 

/ fatigue with the common foldier, and evincing an aftivity of 
mind which produced the moft beneficial effe&s. He 
manag^ the debarkation in fo fuperior a ftyle of military 

. manoeuvre, and continued his march up the country with 
fe much generadfhip, that the enemy, who lay in the 

. jBheighbourhood, and were in confidetable force, -fufpended 
2. premeditated attack againft our line of pofts in Flanders, 
from a fuppofition, that earl Moira's army was four times 
as numerous as it reaUy waa« Under the influence of this 

firft 
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firft imprcffion, his lordfliip proceeded on his march, with-» 
out cannon, and with very little baggage, through an in- 
clofed country, and with a mofl: formidable foe, com- 
manded by one of the firfl: generals in the republican fc^r- 
vice, conftandy hanging upon his flanks. By the rapidity 
of his motions, which were fo well aided by the fagacity 
of his original manoeuvre at the debarkation, he fucceeded 
in joining the duke of York, whofe advanced fituation 
had become precarious in a high degree. On this occafion 
his lordfhip had a mod narrow efcape : the vanguard of 
the French army, which by this time had been undeceived 
with regard to the real ftrength of the expedition, entering 
a town at the fame inftant in which the Britifh rear quitted 
It. Some partial fkirmiflies took place at Aloft, halfway 
between Ghent an^ Bruflels \ which, although trifling, 
continued to add to his lordfhip's military charafter. 
Having thus accomplilhed the objeft of the expedition, 
he foon after returned to England, where he remained 
inaftive, although' ftill invefted with a fort of command 
at Southampton. 

hord Rawdon in the Houfe of Peers has proved him- 
felf a clear^ judicious, and able orator. His exertions to 
relieve the diftrefles of perfons imprifoned for fmall debts, 
will remain a monument of philanthropy upon our par- 
liamentary records ; while his manly deportment through- 
out every debate in this and the fifter kingdom f^rves to 
prove, that his fteadinefs as a ftatefman is not inferior to 
his intrepidity as a foldier. We will venture to predift, in 
the face of much prejudice, that whenever the troubles of 
Ireland (hall have fubfided, earl Moira's anticipation of 
them, and confequent ftruggles to prevent their explofion, 
will more than counterbalance any pofliblc mifapprehenfion 
of the real motives by which the leaders of that rebellion 
have been afluated. His unec^uivocal conduA at the late 

ftate 
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ftate trials in Maidftone, fufficiently evinces, that the mod 
inveterate foe cannot even infinuate the fainted compromiCs^ 
with their infidious views ; whilft the caution and judg- 
ment with which he has uniformly condu£led himfelf^ 
whenever the celebrity of his name has drawn him into 
any fpecies of political intercourfe, will mark his chara£ter 
with no fmall degree of fagacity and penetration. 

With regard to Earl Moira's private virtues, we (hall not 
run the hazard of imputed adulation, when we fay, that 
large as are his means, his equally extenfive benevolence ■, 
has made deeper inroads into his fortune, than perhaps 
that of any other chara£ter of the age. Uninfluenced by 
party-fpirit, whenever individual merit has been brought 
within the circle of his obfervation, and viewing that merit 
through the impartial optics of general philanthropy, 
without fufFering .a prejudice to intervene from the want of 
high birth or family connexion, he has on more occafions 
than one, forerun the moft fanguine expeftations j and 
when it has no longer been in his power to aflift the dif- 
ferent objefts of his patronage, he has foftened the hardfliip 
of difappointment by the moft friendly marks of fihcerity 
and attention. It is, therefore, the lefs furprifing, that in 
his retirement he fliould uniformly have efcaped — ^what few 
good men do efcape — the ingratitude of anyone perfon who I 
has ever been employed under, or been countenanced by 
his lordfhip. 

With an acknowledged chara£):er of this high and ho- 
nourable fpecies, it is natural, that his accefs to the firft 
branches of the royal family fliould be e^fy, and that he 
fliould be always diftinguiftied by the ftrongeft marks of 
confidence and familiarity. The latter epithet is the 
more appropriate, becaufe his reception at Carlton and 
York Houfes is ever marked by the moft une^ui»«eal 
teftimonies of friendfliips. His Ro^al Highnefs the 

Prince 
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Prince of Wales, whofe caufc he warmly efpoufeJ in 
the memorable dxfcuffion on the lUgency-bill, has on^ 
many occaCona tellified the ftrongeft attachment to his 
lordfhip* ;- and it is well known, that the Duke of York 
made choice of lord Rawdon to be his fecond in the afl^r 
of honour with colonel, now ms^or-general, Lenos. 

By the death of his uncle, the earl of Huntingdon, lord 
' Rawdon acquired an ampk fortune, and was permitted by 
the king to afiume the arms and name of Haftings ; and on 
his father's death he fucceeded to the If ifh title and patri- 
mony of Earl of Moira. His mother poflefies the ancient 
barony of Haftings, and the other barcttiies in fee, be- 
longing to the earls of Huntingdon, which at her diatb 

will defcend to him. 

S. 



SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. L.L.D. 

THE Sinclairs of Ulbfter in Caithnefs are an opulent 
branch of the family of the earls, who derive their titles 
fi^om the name of the county. The late Mr. Sinclair en- 
joyed an extenfive eftate in that northern fhire ^ and his 
asiceftors, in a former period, muft have undoubtedly 
pofieffed fbmewhat like a petty fovereignty, claiming at 
leaft the right of pot and gallonusy or in other words, the 
power either of drowning or hanging their, enemies. His 
rental is faid to have amounted to nearly fifteen hundred 
a-year ; and when It is confidered, that fome of the lands 

are 

^ His lordfhip is a very a^ive, we had almoflfaid enthofiaftic^free-inafon, 
and has always been the a^ng grand-mafter of that fociety, ever dnce the 
Prince of Wales was elected to the ofBce of grand mafter. His lordfliip 
di€W irp the elegant addrcfs to his Majefty, which was preiented by the 
grand lodge of Englaad, in 1793 ; and which may be confidered as acorn- 
pleat tefuUtion of the charges brought againft the brotherhood by Abbe 
Barrael, and Profeflbr Robifon. 
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ire riot at this day worth three halfpence an acre, and 
that it is a fttj farourable year indeed when the wahiut 
will kernel) or the apricot re^ch maturity, it may be eafily 
fuppofed, that a fmall txzGt of territory will tiot produce 
that income. 

John, born in 1754, is the fon of the laird vf Uttjler, 
by lady Jane Sutherland i being an only child, he re- 
ceived the firft rudiments of his education under the pa- 
ternal roof^ from a private preceptor. While yet a boy, 
he gave frequent inftances df his iiiduftry and application, 
anti eithibited a tafte for books, and a /turn for refearch, 
which has invariably marked his character through life. 

After the ufual preliminary ftudies, the attraftions of 
the high-fchool at Edinburgh carried the young laird 
thither j he then removed to the urtiverfities of Glafgow 
and Oxford ; and paffing through the various clafles, with 
the approbation of all the profeflbrs, whd were loud in 
praife of bis induftry, he returned home. ' 

Both in Scotland and Ireland th^re is but one ptoftfTicm, 
exclufive of the military, to which the fon df a man of 
fortune will ftoop •, this is the law. That which, in the 
opinion of fome, favouts of the quiddam mercenarium^ as 
much as any other employment, is the otily one to which 
they will bend : every thing elfe, according to them, 
favours of trade; and it is to be feared, that agriculture^ 
notwithftanding many illuftrious examples to the contrary^ 
is ftiil confidcred fomewhat in the fame light as it was once 
by a Roman of equeftrian rank*. 

It was to the ftudy of the law, then, that Sit John 
Sinclair firft bent his mind. He accordingly repaired once 

more 



* ** Non fait confilium focerdia atqne defidu boniiai otHim CRittnave : 
neque vero agrum tolendo^ aut yenandp, fervilibus offuiu inteBtom,' aeUtem. 
agcre,*' *c. . 

$ALL. Bbli,. Cat»' ' 
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more to the capital of Scotland, and became a membef of 
the fociety of advocates. Here again his induftry difplaycd 
itfelf, but took a new dire£lion ; for he was now constantly 
feen in their noble library, rummaging ancient titles, 
poring over mo^-eaten records', and inveftigating the con- 
tents of nlufty parchments. In fhort, he then laid the 
foundation .of a certain fpecies of knowlege, wluch en- 
titled him at one time to the praifc of being more minutely 
acquainted with the chartularies of Scotland, than any of . 
his contemporaries of the fame (landing. But it was not as 
an antiquary only that he acquired reputation, for he con- 
ftantly frequented iht fpeculative fociety^ and firft diftin- 
guiflied himfelf by his fpeeches there. ' 

After reviliting England, where he ngiuft undoubtedly 
have acquired a tafte for agriculture, he was returned mem- 
ber for his native county ; and he foon diftinguifhed him- 
felf from the reft of his countrymen, who, unlefs called 
upon officially^ are generally very abftemious in the article 
of oratory \ and now that honejl George Dempjler has re- 
tired, this circumftance alone would attract notice in the 
prefent age. 

Sir John Sinclair firft appeared in the chara£ter of an 
author in 1782, at which time he publiflied <^ Obfervations 
on the Scottiih Dialed): :'* on this occafion he candidly ac- 
knowledged, that he had been aflifted by the late Sir John 
Henderfon's papers. 

But his principal work, and one indeed for which he 
was admirably fitted, both by nature and habit, was his 
" Hiftory of the Public Revenue of the Britifli Empire >" 
of which. Parts I. and II. were publiflied in 1789, and 
Fart III. in 1 790. The period was peculiarly appropriate 
for a difcuifion of this nature, as Neckar had aroufed the 
attention of all Europe, by his work on the finances of 
France^ while the difpute between him and Calonne tended 

not 
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tiot a little to develope the modem myfteries of finance ; 
myfteries, which, like thofe of the Bona Dea in ancient 
time^, were until then doomed to be kept fecret from all 
but the immediate votaries. 

In every poirit of view, this muft be allowed to be a moft 
important work; and had the proper inductions been made, 
it would have faved Us from many fubfequent calamities. 
The progreffive income of the public revenue, from 
400,000/. in the time of William the Conqueror (1070), 
until 1788 in the reign of George III. wheq it amounted 
to 1 5,572,97 i/f, affords a flattering proof of the revenues 
of the nation-, yet when it is confidered, on the other 
hand, that the war expences during the whole reign of 
William III. amounted to only 30,447,382/. and that the 
•fum fquandered in the proje£l: of fubjugating America 
.formed a total of 139,171,876/. it was eafy to forefee the 
dangers infeparable from any other than a pacific fyftem. 

But , Sir John does not content himfclf with dry details, 
for he enters on the ocean of financial fpeculation ; and 
propofes by economical arrangements, improvements in the 
exifting revenues, new and additional taxes, and lucrative 
projefts, to meliorate the national income, by the amazing 
fum of 13,796,874/. It muft, however, be allowed, that 
fome of his fuggeftions, if neceffary, are at the fame 
time humiliating 5 for he propofes, amongft other things, 
to fell Gibraltar. One of his projefts is perhaps immoral, 
as he recommends lotteries; another (a poll tax) odious 
and infufferable; and a third, the redudion of the coinage, 
pregnant with mifchief. An ^xcife on drefs, to the amount 
of 100,000/. per cent, appfcars whimfical 5 but a tax 'on 
dogs, here firft hinted, and computed at 62,500/.. has 
been carried into execution, to the great diminution of the 

pleafures 

f Ct is DOW eftimated at about ^7,000,000/. having experienced a rife of 
more than el»vco millions and 9 half per ann. in thefpace of ten years. 



IP SIR JOHN SINCLAIR. 

pleafurcs of men of fmall fortunes, attached to country 
fportSi and the decimation at lead of the whole canine race 
in Great Britain. 

The following fentiments arc worthy of attention \ 
would to Heaven they had been • folio wed up before it was, 
perhaps, too late ! would to Qeaven that they were ftill 
liftened to by the governments of the nations to which they 
were then addrcffed ! 

« The more the people are loaded, the lefs they can 
** bear in addition j the ftruggle, therefore, between the 
** rival nations, and the boaft and glory of their ftatefmen, 
** ought to be, not who pays the moft, but from whom the 
•^ leaft is exadied. May fuch be the great fource of com- 
<* petition betw'een France and England : may the rulers 
«^ of both kingdoms contetid, for the future, whofe ad- 
<< miniftration (hall prove the lighteft, and leaft burden- 
«* fome : and may the rivalfhip never ceafe, until both 
<< countries attain fuch eafe and abundance, that, in the 
** memorable words of, Henry IV. of France, 'le plus 
<< < pauvre put tous les Dimanches mettre une poule au 
** * pot ;" or in the plain language of this country, until 
<* the pooreft labourer can enjoy a comfortable dinner with 
** his family on Sunday !" 

Sir John foon after appeared before the public in the 
charailer of an author, or rather editor of a work entitled 
" The Statiftical Account of Scotland/' In the year 
1789-90, he had circulated amottg the clergy of that coun- 
try a variety of queries for the purpofe of elucidating the 
national hiftory^ and the moral, agricultural and political 
ftatQ of North Britain. This admirable undertaking refle£):s 
great honour ion the Caledonian priefthood, andj obtained 
for the projedor the appellation of the " patriotic fcnator.^' 
The work in queftion has extended to thirteen volumes, of 
which the two firft were publifhed in 179 1-2, and the 
others in 1793-4. 

We 
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We bad not been long engaged in the prefent conteft, to 
\^bicb bpwevery we believei he had at firft affented by his 
vote, before Sir John perceived the dreadful confequencea 
likely to accrue to our finances from its progrefs, and even 
anticipated that ^ftoppagc of money payments at the bank^ 
which at one period was confidered as likely to give a death- 
blow to bur credit. He accordingly addrefled a feries of 
letters to the governor and direftors, as early as September^ 
1795, " on the pecuniary diftrefles, and the means of 
<« preventing them," which do honour to his forefight. 
Thefe were publiflied in 1797. 

Let us now cpnfider Sir John Sinclair as a fenator. We 
believe, in the firft part of his political career, he was 
attached to Mr. Pitt ; and it is but fair here to obferve, that 
the greater part of the nation were at one time, and perhaps, 
ftillare, dragged by the chain of opinion after the triumphal 
car of that celebrated ftatefman. He foon, however, had 
occafion to change his mind ; and we find him oppofing one of 
his favourite plans, known by the name of the commutation- 
aft, which he qualified by the title of " a wanton and un- 
'^ neceffary experiment." 

During the critical and important period of the regency, 
when it was generally believed that new men and a new 
fyftem would prevail *^, Sir John appears Jto have joined the 
phalanx headed by Mr. Fox and Lord North ; and, if not 
a rancorous, to have difplayed an uniform hoftility to the 
meafures of Mr. Pitt : we accordingly find him, as member 
for Left withiel f, fupporting the previous queftion, moved 

... >y 

• In the * Appendix to the Hiftory of the Pnblic Re'Venue,** printed /in 
17899' after mentiontng his dtfappoiatment at not receiviag afliftance from 
(be records of the different offices, the author proceeds thus ! ** In the mean 
•* while all event of a nature the mod unforefeen and diftrefCng hat tsCken 
<« place, from which a change of government may be looked for, and as 
^ his >;viOies for information may pofHbly be gratified by ibme future mi- 
« nifter, &c.,» 

f He received this feat not as a favour from the crown, but as an equiva- 
lent for his intcrcft in the diftria boroughs of Tain, iCirkwali, &c. 
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by Lord North, on Tuefday, December 1 6th, 1788, which 
had it been carried would have obliged Mr. Pitt to retire 
from the treafury bench. 

Three days after this (Friday, December 19th) he ex- 
preffed his aftonifliment that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer ** ftiould call the fyftem of meafures that he had ex- 
«^ plained to the Houfe, a fyftem confiftent with the princi- 
** pies of the conftitution, when it was in dire^ oppofttion 
•' to law." He aflerted, on the contrary, that his projeft 
was equally hoftile to the conftitution and the laws, and 
forcibly deprecated the affumption of the power intended 
to be called forth during the fufpended exercife of .royal 
authority. The proper and fimple mode of procedure for 
the two Houfes to adopt, in his opihion, was for them to 
addrefs jhe only individual *, that all mens eyes were fixed 
upon, as the fit perfon to undertake the adminiftration of 
government, in like manner as our anceftors addrefled the 
Prince of Orange a century agb ; this, he conceived, would 
have been the direft conftitutional line of proceeding ; but 
what has been fubftituted, bore fuch evident marks of 
ufurpation, and rendered it fo obnoxious to the welfare of 
the country, that he was determined to bring forward a 
plan of his own, to obtain a conftitutional eftablifhment 
of a regency, and when the right honourable member's 
fyftem came on again in that Houfe, he would fubjeft his 
propofal to their confideration. 

When the grand queftion refpefting the flave trade was 
agitated, in 1 792, Sir John alked certain queftions of Mr. 
Pitt, refpefting the horrid traffic of our own and foreign 
nations in their fellow men, but did not take any decided 
part on that fubjeft. It is difficult, indeed, precifely to 
define his opinions, but it is with pain we exprefs our 

belief, 

• The Prince of Wales. 
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l>clieff that they were averfe to the claims of outraged 
humanity. 

During the fcarcity of com that prevailed in 1795-6, wc 
fii\d him more honourably occupied. On Friday, Decem- 
ber nth, he made a motion for a fele£i: committee, and 
recommended a general inchjlng bill^ the " intention" of 
which, ** was to preclude calamity and diftrefs in future ; 
** to cut up famine by the roots ; to prevent it again coming 
<' within the boundaries of this ifland ; to render it unne- 
** ceflary ever to grant bounties on the importation of 
«* foreign grain j all of which could be efFefted, by re- 
** folving to cultivate the wafte, uninclofed, and unpro- 
** du£iive lands of the kingdom.'* 

In March, 1796, he renewed the fame fubjeft ; and 
after obferving that there was land enough in the country 
to feed its inhabitants, he dated, that in 1795-6, it had 
been rendered neceflary to import one million of quarters 
of grain, at an ex;pence of three millions fterling, great 
part of which was exported in coin/ aind had thereby con- 
tributed, in a great degree, to the then fcarcity of fpecie. 

When the debate took place (February 28, 1796) ref- 
pe£king the fituation of the bank. Sir John afforded a preg- 
nant inftancc of his refearch, by quoting a precedent that 
occurred in 1696, when this fame great commercial com- 
pany had ftruggled under fimilar difficulties ; and it is 
not ^ little aftonifhing, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer appeared to be totally unacquainted with the proceed- 
ings of the period alluded tu, although they were ftrifUy 
in point. 

When Mr. Pitt introduced his bill for the redemption of 
the land-tax, it was ftrenuoufly oppofed by " the patriotic 
fenator," who objefted to it on a variety of grounds. - 

Sir John Sinclair has been twice married ; firft to a relati- 
on of the Earl of l^auderdale^ andfecondly to a daughter of 

th^ 
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the late Lord Macdonald ) by the latter he has a fon^ and 
by the former two daughters. 

FreTioufly to his nomination to be prefident of the 
Board of Agriculture, he eftabli(hed a fociety at Edinburgh, 
for the improvement of Britifli wool ) and he has exhibited 
fpecimens of Orkney (heep, whofe fleeces are far fuperior 
in point of finenefs, although we believe not in f^ngthf to 
thofe of Spain* 

In the courfe of the prcfent war, he has raifed two 
battalions, catled the " Rothfay and Caithnefs fencible 
infantry," of both of which he is colonel j his commiiEons 
are dated March 7th, and December 19th, 1794. The 
fecond is now ferving in Ireland. 

It may not be amifs here td remark, that his regiment 

15 dreffcd after the ufual manner of the highlanders, with 
a very becoming and indeed decent alteration in refpedl to 
the covering of the lower extremities \ the men wearing 
trewSi ox clofe tartan trowfcrs, inftead of the 1/7/, or flibrt 
petticoat, which permits the knees to remam naked, and in 
fome of the military movements, even expofcs the pofteri- 
ors ! In a diflertation lately written by him on that fubjeft, 
he endeavours to prove tliis to be the ancient Celtic drcfsj and 
qnotes Gibbon, Henry, &c. befides fome traditional atttho- 
rities on this fubjeft. He has atfo brought forward the 
evidence of ancient Scotch ballads, particularly that of 
♦• Tak* your Auld Cloak about ye ;" fuppofed to be written 
in the time of Robert Biuce: 

** In days when owr King Robert rang,. 
** His trnvs tliey coft but ha'f a crt)wn, 
"' He faH they were a groat, on'r dear, 
** 4nd caM the taylor thief aii4 loan.** 

It will appear from what has been mcBtioncd, that Sir 
John Sinclair is a man of great perfeverance and induftry. 
ijlc b^$ S(ttaiae4 a very CQQfi4erabk| degree of kn&wlcdge, 

in 
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In refpe£l to the finances and refources of this country* and 
has of late years^ experienced a marked oppofition from 
Mr. Pitt, who, by means, perhaps, not very liberal, is 
faid to have tumbled him down in the twinkling of an eye 
Irom the chair of the Board of Agriculture. 

He has been impeached of recommending campa in the 
neighbourhood of die metropolis, in time of peaces a fyftem 
perhaps but too familiar with the prejudices of his early life. 
The friends of the premier alfo accufe him of having written 
9 letter to a great perfonage, at the diflblution of the lad 
parliament, foliciting a feat in either of two great hobfes, 
and obferving, that an hereditary one would be moft con- 
fonantto his dignity as prcfident of the Board of AgricuU 
ture. It is to his pretended dilkppointment on this occafion, 
that they trace the origin of a kind of armed neutrality^ and 
a dcreli£Hon of the premier, to whom he was once fo 
greatly attached. 

It is impoffible to decide with any degree of accuracy 
refpefking charges fo vague and fccrct in their very nature ; 
we can only obferve, that he is one of the ableft and mod 
opulent, and we are inclined alfo to confider him as one 
of the moft independant, of our modem fegiflators. 

Sir John Sinclair was created a baronet, February 4th, 
1786; but whether his claims originated from the title of 
his paternal anceftor. Sir George Sinclair of Clythe, who 
fat in the Scottiih Parliament, at the beginning of the 
prefent century, or in his own merits, the author of this 
ftetch is unable to determine. 

Previous to his receiving patent honours, he had become 
entitled to academical ones, having obtained the degree of 
PoApir of Jijiws fome years before. 

A. 
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MR. ROSqOE. 

THE hiftory of the celebrated author of the Life of Lo- 
renzo de Medicis, evinces the wonderful effefks which 
refult from affiduousi induftry, fuperadded to the intuitive 
rapidity of genius. Favoured by no advantages of educa- 
tion, foftered by no patronage, raifed by the native ener-« 
gies of his mind alone, Mr. Rofcoe has reached a pitch of 
literary eminence, which is rarely attained' even by thofe 
who have made the beft ufe of the privileges of acs^demip 
inftrudlion. 

His parents moved in the humbler fphere of life j they 
were of courfe precluded by their circumftances from giv-^ 
ing their fon a very extenfive cdueation ; and, with a ftrange 
perverfenefs of temper, he obftinately refufed to attend 
at the day-fchool where his father wiflied him to be taught 
writing and arithmetic. In confequence, he had not even 
the common opportunities of acquiring knowledge, ufually 
enjoyed by thofe of the fame ftation in life as himfelf. He 
was thus fated to be the architefl: of his own fame. 

But though he threw off the trammels of the fchool, he 
was not idle : — he read much, and thought more. 

At an early age he was articled as clerk in the office of 
Mr. Eyes, an attorney, in Liverpool. Soon after this pe- 
riod he was ftimulated to undertake the ftudy of the LatiQ 
language, by one of hi$ companions boafting that he had 
read Cicero de Amicitia, and fpeaking in high terms of the 
elegance of the ftyle, and the fentimenta of that compofir 
tion. Mr. R. immediately procured the treatife in queftion ; 
and fmoothing his difficulties by perpetual reference to hi« 
grammar as well as to his di^iopary, he drudged through 
the taflc which emulation had incited him to undertake. 
The fuccefs which he experienced in his firft effort prompt- 
ed him to proceed ; and he did not flop in his career till he 

had 
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had tead the moft diftinguifhcd of the Latin daffies, la 
this purfuit he was encouraged by the friendly intercourfe 
of Mr. Francis Holden, an eccentric genius and excellent 
fcholar. 

Having made confiderable progrcfs in the Latin language, 
Mr. R. ftill without the affiftance of a mafter, proceeded 
to the ftudy of French and Italian. The beft authors in 
each of thefc tongues foon became familiar to him ; and it 
is fuppofed, that few natives of the country have fo general 
and recondite a knowledge of Italian literature^ as the fub« 
jeft of the prefent memoir. 

During the whole of this period, Mr. R. regujarly at- 
tended at the office ; and his feafons of ftudy were the in- 
tervals of bufinefs. 

His attachment to the mufj-was of a very .early date. 
While yet a boy he read with. avidity the works of tlie beft 
Engliih poets. Of their beauties he had an exquifite fcnfe ; 
and it may eafily be imagined that the eariieft of his com- 
pofitions were of the poetical clafs. <^ Mount Pleafant,'* a 
^efcriptive poem, which he wrote in his i6th year, is a re- 
cord not only of the fertility of his genius, but of the cor- 
reftnefs of his tafte. 

Soon after the expiration of his cierkfhip, Mr> R. was 
taken into partnerftiip by Mr. Afpinwall, a very refpeft- 
able attorhey of the town of Liverpool ; and the entire' 
management of an office, extenfive in praflice, and high 
in reputation, devolved upon him alone. In this (ituation 
he conduced himfelf in fueh a manner as to gain univerfal 
refpeft. For notwithftanding his various' purfuits, he had 
paid ftrift attention to his profeflion, and had acquired a li- 
beral - and minute knowledge of law. And ia clearnefs 
of comprehenfion, and rapidity of difpatch in bufinefs, he 
had few equals. 

C ' About 
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About this time he commenced an acquaintance with the 
late* Dr. Enfield, and the prefent Dr. Aiken/ then refi- 
dents at Warrington, the former being tutor in the belles 
lettres in the Warrington academy, and the latter eftab- 
lifhed as a furgeon in that town. Thefe gentlemen had the 
honour of being early fenfible of his furprifing talents^ and 
they contrafted with him a friendfliip which was fure to b6; 
lading, as it was built on the folid bafis of mutual efteem. 

Mr. R. ieems to have been almofl; intuitively gifted with, 
a correft tafte in the «rt6 of painting and ftatuary. On tEe^ 
17th December, 1773, he read to the members of a fociety, 
formed in Liverpool, for the encouragement of dcfigning, 
drawing, painting, &c. an ode on the inftitution of the 
aforefaid fociety, which was afterwards publifhed, together 
with his poem entitled Mount Pleafant. Of this fociety he 
was a very a£kive afTociate, and occafionally gave public 
le£lures on fubjefts appropriate to the objeft of the in- 
ftitution. 

When the voice of humanity was raifed againft the flave 
trade, Mn R. fearlefs of the inconvenience to which the 
circumftances of his local fituation might expofe him, ftood 
forth a zealous and enlightened advocate for the abolition 
of that inhuman traffic. In his boyifh days, indeed, he had 
cxprelTed his feelings on this fubjeft in the following beaii-. 
tiful lines, which are extrafted from the abovementioned 
poem, Mount Pleafant, p. 13: 

There Afric*s fwarthy fons their toil repeat. 
Beneath the fervors of the nooB-tide heat ; 
Tom from each jay that crownM theu' native foil. 
No fweet re/ie^tions mitigate their toil ; 
From morn to eve, by rigorous hands oppreft, 
DuU fly their hours, of every hope unbleft : 

♦ When Dr. £• publiflicd the ad vol. of the Speaker, Mr. R. fumilhc* 
liim with an JElegy to Pity, and an Ode to Education. 

Till . 



MR. ROSGOS. 19 

Till brol^e with labour, helpleis, and forloni, 
Prom their, weak grafp the lingering mot£s\ torn ; 
•The reed-built hovers friendly (hade deny'd ; 
The jeft of folly and the fcom of pride ; 
Drooping beneath meridian funs they lie> 
tMt the faint head, and bend the imploring eye ; 
Till death, in kindnefs, from the tortured bread 
Calls the free fpuit to the realms of re(U 

Shame to mankind ! but ihame to Britons mod, 
■ Who all the fweets of liberty can boad ; 
Yet, deaf to every human claim, deny 
That blifs to others which themlelves enjoy : 
. Life's bitter draught with hariher bitter fill, 
Blad every joy, and add to every ill ; 
The trembling limbs with galling iron bind, 
Kor licibfe the heavier bondage of the mind. 

Thus, by his own reflediions, Mr. R. was prepared to 
enter with ardor into the views of the friends of fuffering 
humanity. He had frequent conyerfations with Mr. Clark- 
fon, who firft drew the attention of the Ttingdom at large 
to this national difgrace. A fpecious pamphlet was pub- 
lifhed in defence of the trade, intituled, Scriptural Ri" 
fearches into the Licitnefs of the Slave Trade ^ and written by 
a Spaniih Jefuit of the name of Harris* Mr. R. anfwered 
it with great fpirit and acutenefs, in a: counter-pamphlet, 
intituled, A Scriptural Refutution of a Pamphlet lately pub- 
lijhed by the Rev. Raymund Harris. 

But this copious and interefting fubje£): awakened all his - 
fympathi'es, and the public were gratified by a mod af- 
fefting poem, intituled. The Wrongs of Africa* This poem 
Mr. R. intended to complete in three parts. The two firft 
appeared 1787 and 1788, but the lovers of genuine poetry 
have to lament that he has not yet fulfilled his promife of 
favouring them with the. publication of the third. 

A mind fo a£tive and generous as Mr. R's could not be 

uninterefted in that ftupendous event, the French revolu- 

C 2 tion. 
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tion. He caught the cnthuGaftic glow which warmed the 
breafts of the friends of freedom, while they beheld a 
mighty nation throwing oflF the fetters of defpotifm "; and 
fondly hoped that the confequences of their exertions would 
be lading peace^ good order, and equal laws. He tuned 
the lyre on this bewitching theme, and proclaimed the 
praifes qf Freedom iir a tranflatlon of an ode of Petrarch, 
which found its way inlo the M^rcurio Italico ; a fong in- 
tituled. Millions be Free^ and the famous poem. The Fine-' 
covered Hillsy which may be clafled among the moft finiflied 
compofitions in die Englifh language. 

During the fea^fon of tumult and difcord, which fuc- 
ceeded the attempt of the combined powers to reinftate, in 
the plenitude of ^its authority, the defpotilm of France (an 
attempt in which^^his country, fatally to itfelf, too cor- 
^ dially united), Mr. R. was bufily employed in writing the 

Hiftory of Lorenzo de Medicis. This work was begun 
about the year 1790. It may be prefumed that it has now 
pafled through the ordeal of criticifm : more than two years 
have elapfed Cnce its publication. The literary world have 
had time to recover from the dazzle of furprize — and the 
buz of ignorant applaufe, raifed by the leaders of literary 
fafliion, is ftill. The fentence of fober judgment confirms 
the verdi£t wluch was pronounced according to the dic- 
tates of firft impreflions. The liberal acumen of J*arr 
has aflayed the Life of Lorenzo, and has found it fterling 
gold. Its dignity and grace have fliielded its author from 
the mercilefs tomahawk of the writer * of the Purfuits of 
Literature s and we may fairly prefume that its rank is 
fixed among the moft fplendid ornaments of Englifli lite- 
rature. 

The admiration with which the public have been af- 
fcfled by the perufal of this work will, no doubt, be en- ' 

* Mr» Mathtas. 

creafed 
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creafed by a knowkdge of the circumftances in which it ^ 
was compofed. At the time when it was projcfted, Mr. 
R. lived at the diftance of two miles frqm Liverpool^ whi- 
ther he was obliged daily to repair to attend to the bufinefs 
of faisxoffice. The dry and^edious details of law occupied 
his attention during the whole of the morning and after- 
noon ; his evenings alone he was able to dedicate to ftudy ; 
and it will be eafily conceived^ that a gentleman, furround- 
ed by a numerous family, and whofe company was .courled 
by bis friends, muft have experienced, even at thelie hom^ 
a variety of interruptions. No public library provided him 
with materials. The rare books which he hadoccafion 
to confult, he was obliged to procure in London at a con- 
fiderable expence. - But in the midft of all thefe difficulties 
the work grew under his hands. In order that it might be 
printed under his own infpediion, he eftablifhed an excellent 
prefsin the town of Liverpool, and fubmitted to the dit- 
gufting toil of correfting the proofs. The Tliftory of Lo- 
renzo de Medicis was at length publiflied early in the year 
1796. 

Soon after the publication of his hiftory, Mr. R. relin- 
qui(hed the profeffion 'of an attorney, and entered himfelf 
at Gray's Inn, with a vie^jr of a£ting as a barrifter. 

He took advantage of the Icifure which the relinquifli^ 
ment of bufinefs afforded him, to enter upon the ftudy of 
the Greek language ; in which, according tq the report of 
his intimate friends, he has made confiderable progrefs. 

The public have, with concordant voice, called upon 
Mr. R. for the life of Leo X. ; and Lord Holland and Lord 
Briftol have, with great liberality, offered their affiftance in 
procuring ^ from Italy, and other parts of the continent, 
whatever documents he might think it neceffary to confult 
in the execution of fo grand a defigri. The lovers of po* 
lite literature will be glad to hear that Mr. R. has adually 

begun 
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begun this cxpefked work j but fuch is the troubled ftatc of 
Europe, that he is debarred, at prefent, from the ufe of 
materials which might be coUedled abroad. 

In the courfe of his condufk, Mr. R. has uniformly 
maintained a'charadler of fimplicity, fincerity, and bene- 
volence. He afts uprightly without eflFort. Ill-fated geni- 
us cannot plead his hiftory as a precedent for irregularity 
of life ; nor will his example fanfkion the herd of men of 
abilities^ who deem their talents a licence to live in idle- 
nefs, and prey upon the public. His refourqes are in his 
own exertions. He is, in every fenfe of the word, an in- 
dcpendant man. . Long may he enjoy the bleffings which 
are the meed of virtue. 

M.N. 
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THE rife of this nobleman muft be allowed to have been 
rapid \ and if we are to' believe his enemies, it is unexam- 
pled in our annals, fince the time of the Spenfers. This^, 
however, is not ftriflly true, for it might be eafy to point 
out many others who have been fully as fortunate in • the 
courfe of the prefent reign, and attained equal honours with 
perhaps inferior pretenfions. 

On his being ennobled, it was obferved^ with more rau.- 
cour than truth, that his family difgraccd the peerage; 
whereas the truth is, that on the fcore of birth) his preten- 
fions are fuperior to many of thofe with whom he aifociates, 
either in the fenate, or at the coundl bo^rd. His ancef- 
tors have been fettled more than a century at Walcot, near 
Charlhury, in Oxfordfhire. His grandfather. Sir Robert 
Jenkinfon, married a wealthy heircfs at Bromley, in Kent ; 

and 



BARL OF LIVERPOOL. 23 

«nd his father^ who was a colonel in the arnoiyi refided at 
South Lawn Lodge, in Whichwood Foreft. 

Charles Jenkinfon received the firft rudiments of his 
education at the grammar fchool of Butford, two miles 
diftant from his father's houfe j and many perfons are ftill * 
living in that neighbourhood, who addrefs him as their old 
fchool-fellow. He was afterwards placed on the founda- 
tion in the Charter Houfe, and feems to have been fo well 
fatisfied with the inftitution, that he educated his eldefl fon, 
the prefent Lord Hawkefbury, there. From this^minent 
feminary he was removed to Oxford, where he firft im- 
, bibed, perhaps, his political fentunents, and ^as entered a 
member of the Univerfity College. There he took, two 
degrees, that of B. A. and A. M. and feems to have made 
himfelf firft known by fome verfes on the much-lamented 
death of the Fringe of Wales, the father to his prefent 
Majefty. 

. In 1753, ho removed from Oxford, without obtaining^ 
and perhaps without foliciting, a fellowihip ; and in 1753, 
publiflied his firft profe tradl, entitled, " A Difcpurfe'on 
the Condudl of th^ Government of Oreat Britain, with 
refpedl to Neutral Nations during the Prfefent War." He 
afterwards wrote feveral other pamphlets ;• and pne in par- 
ticular, on the benefit refulting from a militia, or armed ' , 
national force, independant of a ftanding army. This 
abounds vi^ith many manly and patriotic fentiments, and 
has been lately quoted againft himfelf in the Houfe of Peers: 
on that occafion his lordfliip did not deny that he was the 
author, but cojitented- himfelf with apologifing for his errors, 
on account of h^s extreme youth. 

To the former of thefe produftions, his rife in life, has 
been falfely attributed ; it was allowed by every one tp be 
an .able performance 5 but like many others of the fame kindj 
it might have lain in. the warehoufe of his bpoKf ellefj and he 

himfelf 
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himfelf remained for ever jn obfcurity, had it not been for 
thejntervention of a gentleman of the fame county, with 
whom he luckily became acquainted. 

Sir Edward Turner of Aftibrofeden in Oxfordfhire, be« 
jng of an ancient family, and poflefling a large fortune, 
ambitioned to rcprcfent his native country in parliament, 
Having attained confiderable influence by means of a large 
cftate, and a hofpitable and rtoble manfion, which as well 
as the family houfe at Blackheath has been fince taken down, 
and the materials fold by his cldeft fon Sir Gregory Page 
Turner, Baronet, he accordingly flood candidate as/ knight 
of the (hire. He was, however, ftrenuoufly but unfuc-' 
cefsfully oppofcd ; for in addition to his own, hepoffefled 
the coujt iutereft. The ftruggle, notwithftanding this, was 
long and violent, andjt ftill forms a memorable epoch in 
the hiftory of contefted cle£i:ions, But for nothing is it 
morje remarkable, than for Its being the fortunate occur* 
rence in Mr. Jenkinfon's lifer, which produced all his prcn 
fent greatnefs 5, for the contending parties, having as ufual, 
called in the aid of ballads, lampoons, verfes, and fatires, 
this gentleman diftinguiftied himfelf by a fong in favour 
of Sir Edward and his party, which fo captivated cither the 
tafte or . the gratitude of the baronet, that he introduced 
him to the Earl of Bute, then flourifliing in all the pleni- 
tude of power. 

. It is known but to few, pcniaps, that his lordfliip, who 
placed Mr. J. at firft in an inferior office, w^s not at all 
captivated with him, for it was entirely owing to the re- 
peated felicitations pf the member for Oxfordftiire, that he 
extended his furthet- proteftion. After a loijger trial, he 
be:ame the Premier'^ private fecretary, and in fpme refpeft 
a member of his family, participating in his friendfhip and 
favour, and living with him in an unreftrained an4 confiden- 
tial intcrcouiffe. , - 
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Such a connexion as this could not fail to prove advan- 
tageous; and accordingly, in March, 1761, we find him 
appointed to be one of the Under-fecretaries of State, a (i- 
tuation which pre-fuppofes an intimate acquaintance with 
the fituation of foreign affairs, and a pretty accurate know- 
ledge in refpeft to the arcana imperii in general. 

He, however,^ did not remain long in this ftation, for 
after the lapfe of about fourteen months, he received the 
lucrativeappointment of Treafurer of the Ordnance ; this 
he relincjuifhed in 1763, for the more confidential office of 
joint Secretary of the Treafury ; a fkuation for which he 
was adniirably qualified, by his knowledge of the ilate of 
parties, and the management of a Houfe of Commons, of 
which he bimfelf had been fome time a member, having 
obtained ^ feat for Cockermouth. 

To the Rockingham adminiftration, which fucceeded in 
J 765, he was both perfonally and politically odious> and 
he accordingly lofl all his appointments 5 but in the courfc 
of the fame year^ he had one conferred on him by the 
king's mother, the latQ^Princefs Dowager of Wales, which 
no minider could bereave him of ; this was the auditorr 
(hip of her koyal I{ighnefs's accounts. 

This circumftance, added to his clofe intimacy with the 
difcarded minifler, awakened the jealoufy of the patriots ; 
and if we are to credit their fufpicions, he became, in the 
technical language of that day, the " go-between" to the 
favourite, the princefs-mo^her, and the throne. 

When Lord Bute retired into the- country in difgufl, 
promifmg to rclinquifli public affairs, a great perfonage is 
faid to have conftrued this into an abandonment^ and to have 
looked out for advice elfe where ; from that moment 
Mr. Jenkinfon was ranked as one of the leaders of the patty 
galled the " king's friends," and his Majefly has always 

fincp 
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fince diftinguifhed him by a marked partiality to his me- 
rits. 

Honours and employments now fell thick upon him. In 
1766, he became a Lord of the Admiralty, and in 1777, 
a Lord of the Treafury. Soon after this Jie obtained the 
'* clerkfliip of the pells in Ireland, and was nominated a 
Lord of Trade ; in 1786, he was created Lord Hawkefbury, 
Baron of Hawkeibury in the county of Gloucefter, and on 
May 28th, 1796, was advanced to the dignity of Earl of 
Liverpool ; at which period he was authorifed by his Ma- . 
jefty to quarter the arnds of that commercial city with thofe 
' of his own family. Thcfe arc great honours, but-the well 
chofcn motto which he has adopted for his efcutcheon, 
proves that h^ confiders himfelf aa not undeferving of 
them f . i^ 

While in the Houfe pf Commons, Mr. Jenkinfon fpokc 
frequently, but fmce his recent elevation, fpeaks but fel- 
dom J whatever he fays, however, is liftened to with the 
utmoft attention, and the throbbings of expeftation are ne- 
ver more feelingly experienced by the fervants of the crown, 
than when he utters his wi(hes either at the council-board, 
or in parliament.. 

His lordfhip formerly experienced much odium, which 
indeed is always attj^ched to the charge of favouritifm, for 
when the Earl of Bute made his apotheoftSy his political 
mouth was fuppofed to drop on the fhoulders of Mr. Jen- 
kinfon. He is now, however, a peer, and a privy coun- 
fellor, and in one of thofe iituations the temporary, and in 
the other the conftitutional advifer of the crown : he is 
therefore empowered both by office and by law to deliver 
his opinion to his fovereign. 

• It is proper here to remark, that this was purchafcd from Mr. Fox, 
having conftituted part of his patrimony. 

f Palma Nov Sine Pulvere. 
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tt ^ould be unjuft to omit that the earl of Liverpool has 
always paid great attention to the trade of his country. It 
was he who drew up the treaty of coinmercial intercourfe 
with America ; and he is alfo faid to have not only pointed 
out, but to have created the whale fifliery in the South 
Seas. 

Refpediing the part he took during the American war, 
no one ever fpbke more decifivcly, or perhaps more intem- 
perately than his prefent aflbciate the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and of the fhare they both have in the manage- 
ment of this country, and the government of Ireland, and 
the prefent ^onteft with France, pofterity will be able to 
judge more coolly, and more fairly than their own con- 
temporaries. 



MR. ABRAHAM NEWLAND. 

THE fignature of this gentleman is pretty familiar 
throughout every part of Great Britain, and feems to give 
the fame currency to a bank-note that the names of the 
notorious John Doe and Richard Roe confer on a capias. 
Abraham has, however, this in his favour, that he is no 
fiftitious perfon, made up of flireds of parchment, but a, 
man, a real living man, conftituted of fleflif blood, bones, 
iinews, marrow, and mufcles ; and while the place of abode 
of the former gentlemen are fo little known, even in Chan- 
cery-lane, L,incoln's-inn, Gray's-inn, Serjeant's-inn, or the 
Temple, that none of their inhabitants, from the judge to 
the ticket-porter, know where they lodge, and the Sheriffs 
of Middlefex, if ordered to take one of the rogues into 
cuftody, muft be under the neceffity of returning non ejl 
inventus on the back of the writ, there ifr aot a boy about 

the 
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the Royal Exchange who cannot point out the great ifiufi, 
where honeft Abraham is to be feen ftrutting about, with a 
pen behind his ear, for feveral hours every day ! 

The trade of Europe, during the middle ages, was con- 
fined almoft exclufively to the provinces that ikirt the Me** 
diterranean and the Baltic. The oppreffions every where 
experienced by the Jews from the Chriftians, taught them, 
from cruel neceffity, the art of transferring their riches from 
one nation to another ; and the myfteries of banking, and 
of bills of exchange, are fuppofed to have originated in 
Italy. 

A colony of Lombards, by means of the arms pf their 
duchy *, and the name of their nation, have given fign- 
poils to our pawn-brokers, and an appellation to^ the refr> 
dence of our principal bankers f . 

,It was not, however, until nearly two centuries after 
this epoch, notwithftanding the growing increafe of our 
commerce, that a national bank was eftabliflied, and not- 
withftanding David Hume, towards the latter period of his 
life, afFefted to confider public credit as a hardier plant 
than he had at firft imagined, yet it is a long time before 
mankind becomes fo metaphyGcal as to fuppofe that a horfe, 
a (hip, an eftate, or even a province, may be reprefented 
by a flip of flimfy paper, that would not be able to con- 
tain half the legal jargon fufEcient to conftitute the convey- 
ance of a houfe or a homefted ! 

Indeed, this mode of reafoning is fupported by fafts, 
for it was found impoflible to create a great national bank, 
either under the houfe of Tudor, or the houfe of Stuart. 
Such a tyranny as that exerted by Henry VIII. would have 
driven the proprietors into beggary in the courfe of a fort- 
night. Charles IL who cheated the goldfmkksy or bankers 

♦ TWe three balls are the arms pf Lombardy. 
f jLombard-Areetr 

of 
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of his day,, by plundering the Exchequer of the money 
lodged there, and whom the Gothamites of later times have 
placed in the centre of the exchange, dreffed in a Roman 
habit, as/ if he had been the proteftor of trade ! might 
have proved nearly as fatal to a banking company, by his 
own diftrefles, joined to the perpetual cravings of his cour. 
tiers and miftrefles, as the indifcriminate ferocity of Henry. 
Ncl Gwyn alone, would have put a German fubfidy in re- 
quiiition ! 

In fine, we all know, that an eilablifiiment of this kind 
failed in monarchical France, and that it has been feverat 
times ineflFeflually attempted under the republic. It was 
not until five years fubfequent to our own revolution, that 
the bank of England was eftabliftied (in 1693), under the 
aofpices of a prince emphatically termed " the deliver- 
er ;" thus proving to demonftration, that liberty and pub- 
lic credit arc infeparaWe from each other. At Berlin, 
Vienna, and Madrid, we hear oi court bankers, but a nati- 
onal bank is ftiti unknown. 

This eftablifliment has combated and overcome a liiulti* 
tude of difikulties; for its notes at one time, in confe- 
quence of the arts pra^fed by adherents to the houfe of 
Stuart, experienced a difcount i and it is but a fhort time 
fince, that the precious metals contained withiti its vaults 
have been kept from circulation, and all money-payments 
fufpended by %£l of parliament. Even thi^, however, it 
has furvived ; for the known wealth of the eftablifiiment, 
the punctuality of its offices, and the admirable economy 
of their arrangements, have attracted and mod defervedly 
retained the confidence of the nation. 

Of thefe officers, the moll eminent, moft noted, and 
perhaps alfo the moft refpeClable, is the fubjed of thefe 
memoirs. Mr. Newland, born in 1729, or 1730, at the 
houfe of his father, a bakcr,^ in King-ftreet, Southwark, 

was 
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was appointed a clerk in the bank of England, a little more 
than half a century ago, being nominated on the 27th Fe- 
bruary, 1748. Diftinguifliing himfelf by that regularity 
and order fo neceflary in money concerns, he rofe through 
the various gradations of fervice, until January, 19, 1775, 
when he attained the refpeftable and confidential office of 
chief cafliier to the firft commercial company in Europe. 

He is now in the 68th or 69th year of his age, and has 
fomething commanding and refpe£l:able in his perfon. His 
deportment js alfo genteel, his manners are affable, and hit 
aftivity and attention ftill exhibit atpattern for the imitation 
of the junior clerks. His manner of tranfadling bufineft 
is eminently methodical ; and he is known to have unde- 
fignedly given offence to a few of the fubfcribers to the 
voluntary contributions, by a rigid and minute attention td 
the provifos of the aft of {Parliament, and the inftruftions 
of the direftors. On this occafion, the zeal of fome of 
the newfpapers got the better of their difcretion, and they 
made many equally ridiculous and impotent refleftions on 
the charafter of a perfon, who generoufly contributed 200/. 
towards the very meafure of which they fuppofcd him to 
be the enemy. 

The wealth of this gentleman has been the fubjcfk of 
much con j eft ure. He is certainly rich, but no fufpicion 
can attach to this circumftance, when his opportunities, 
his emoluments, and his economy are confidered. He is, 
however, no churl ; for a fum of money being wanted for 
rebuilding the church of St. Peter^le-Poor in Broad-ftreet, 
it was inftantly advanced by him to the parifli, at the ufual 
intereft, although he could have eafily turned it to better 
account. 

At a certain period of life, men both attain and retain 
habits either of regularity or diffipation. At fifteen mi- 
nutes pad nine o'clock in the morning, he is feen conftant- 

17 
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Ij at his defk, and is never abfent from his duty until three 
in the afternoon. He refides in z/uite of apartments in the 
bank, annexed to his office^ as chief caihier ; and being a 
bachelor, his eilablifhment is not large. During a period 
of thirty or forty years, he has not been once abfent, except 
during a few weeks illnefs ; and therefore trips to Margate, 
Brighton, and the other fafhionable watering places, have 
neither impeded his duties, nor added to his expences. 

The only relaxation he has allowed himfelf for many^ 
fummers pad, is a daily ride in the Iflington ftage-coach^ to 
a cottage at Highbury, where he drinks tea ; and after con- 
templating tie beauties of the country, returns regularly in 
the evening to the bank. 

As a private charafler, this gentleman ranks very high ; 
and in his focial hours he is a good companion, enjoying 
the pleafures of the table in moderation, and laughing 
heartily at a goodjloryy of which he is paffionately fond. 

It is almoft impoffible to contemplate the immenfe fums 
of paper^money which literally pafs through his hands, both 
as chief caihier to the bank, and fecretary and agent to the 
commiffioners appointed by afl: of parliament for the re- 
du£kion of the national debt, without thinking of the lines 
of Pope: 

<( BlefsM paper credit! laft and bled fupplyf 

«' That lends Corruption higher wings to fly ! 

" Gold imp'd by thee can compafs hardefl things, %* 

** Can porket (later, can fetch or carry kings ; . 

** A (ingle leaf (hall waft an army o*cr, 
** Or (hip off fenates to fome diftant fhore : 
•• A leaf, like Sibyl's, fcattcr to and fro 
** Oar fates and fortunes as the winds (hall blow ; 
" Pregnant with thoufands flits the fcrap unfecn, 
'* And filcnt fells a king or buys a niicen." 

. A.D. 
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The HeNouRABLE (lately Right Honourable) 
CHARLES JAMES FOX. 

ALL the great men of the prefent day, arc cither the 
offspring of> or immediately defcended from new families. 
The ancient nobility repofe under the laurels of their an- 
ceftors, not deigning to apply to any of the learned profef- 
wiions> and deeming commerce and agriculture unworthy of 
their purfuits, (a few illuftrious charadlers excepted), they 
delegate their domeftic concerns, to the care of their uppet 
fervants, and not unfrequently the bufinefs of the nation is 
entrufledto their proxies. This, perhaps, will be the beft' 
apology for the multitude of plebeian fcions, recently in- 
grafted on the ftock of ancient aritlocracy ; sCnd although if 
may puzzle Norrey and Clarencieux, to find them either 
arms or anceftors, certain it is, that the life blood of nobili- 
ty has been infufed into the peerage through the sonduitof 
democracy. 

It may be alfo neceflary to preface this article with ano- 
ther obferration, of which fome of the moil confpicuous 
characters of the prefent political drama afford more than 
one pregnant inftance ; that the younger fons of our nobili-* 
ty are more fuccefsful in their political efforts than the 
elder *. This may be eafily accounted for ; the heir to a 
9 great fortune, and an illuftrious title, knows not how foon 
both may devolve upon him, and when that event takes 
place, to what further obje£l can his expcftations point ? 
He finds that he has 1)een born ^ legiflalor, and that a 

* The following rAnarks are by the late Lord Orford, better known by 
the name of Horace W^alpole. 

« William Pitt, Lord Chatham, was a fecond fon, and became prime 
*< minifler of England. His rival and antagontft was Henry Fox, Lord Hoi- 
« land, a fecond ion likewife. Lord Holland^s fecond ion, Charles Fox, 
*< and Lord Chatham'^ fecond fon, WilliaBi Pitt, are now rivals and aata- 
« gonifts.** 

large 
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large fottone is entailed upon his perfon ; here then are 
wealth and honours not only within his grafp, but aftually 
in bis power. It is otherwifcwith the junior branches, for 
they have in general but little in pofleffion, and every thing 
to look for ; they- inhctit all the «xquifite rclifh for pleafurc 
that their feniors enjoy to faticty, and are only deficient in 
the means* of gratification. Ukt the dove of Noah, they 
fcarcely find a refting place for thejr feet pn the earth ; and 
they are ^»£Uy in the fituatioii of an invading general who 
has burnt his (hips, for they .niiuft on, or perUh ! 

Charles Japes Fox, is the: younger fon of Henry, who 
was himfelf a younger fon of Sir Stephen Fqx, celebrated 
lefs for his own birth, than the circumftance of being a 
jTather at the age of eighty, an event not] incredible howe- 
ver, and rendered in the prefent inftance unfnfpicious, by 
the decoretis conduct, and acJ$:nowledged virtue pf the part- 
ner of his bed. Henry entered early into public life, and 
fuch was his addrefs in parliamentj. during the reign of 
George 11. that be/oon attained not only fgme of the mod: 
arduous and honourable, but alfo; the i jnpft lucrative fitua- 
ttons in the gift of the crp,wn, for in the year 1754, he 
was appointed fecretary ^t war ; then fecretary of ftate for 
the Sou.thern department, ;ind after being ou/fed by the 
great Mr. Pitt, aft^iyards earl of Chatham, we find him 
filling the injmenfely beneficial ofilce of pay-mafter general 
of the forces, accumulating great wealth, and incurring 
the animadverSons pf the firft city pf the empire, Such in- 
deed was his cpnfequ^nce, that at a time when patents of 
peerage were not very icommon, he was ennobled by his 
prefent Majefty, in 1763, by the title of jBaron Holland of 
Foxley. 

His fon, Charles James, was born January 13th, 1749* 
and if by his father's fide, he clafied among the novi hor 
mines, by his mother's, his defcent mu(( be allowed to be 
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fplendid, for Lard^ (jteorgi^ia CaroUnft Lennox^^ w^ the 
iatrgtter of th|e l^e Duke bf - Richmond ; and a$ fuch, in 
Siddiriorf to th^t 6( thti'Klhg ofiSardiftia^' ihc was allied to 
jhe trwro rival, but TCilafc*:fiamilteGi, which had fo long con- 
t6ftfed ?M the throfle bf/Orerft Biitlain-^tlu>fc; of Brunlwic 
ftn* Stuart. • ' ^' - - 'i-- »\ J"" v-"^^- *'•■• 
^ But it IS not to filch -tufgii claims as' thcfe, that thcfu- 
katt Kiftorian ^ill hate tecCfurfe; her \(nll dwdl with ar- 
dout oh the early ptdrtiife (^f gdniiis, the !|«ri5coci»us talents 
of the hoji th6 matured wifdom of tJie ^hilofopher and the 
'ftarcfean; and ^hile the abilities flhd virtues that adorn the 
charafter of this- hero, 'bring him' forward, on the canvas, ^ 
th^c iAefStient and tftvblUnfery jpretenfibfls Willi be caft in- 
to the fcade, and fcarC'ely' be diftinguiftied iii the back 
girouhd. : j: 1 

• The fecond fdn jJroVed^^Lord Holland's favotirite child, 
attd at length becime:the' darting of his old age. Perceiv- 
teg ih* him the fteds of all the quahtiei thatcoriftitute grcat- 
iaefs, lie was at iniSlfite jf aihs tp give fcope to his intellec- 
tual vigour, to e)cpaild ' the ihootaj and difdofe the blof- 
foms of fo promifittg'-aplantii From- his carlicft Infancy 
he intended him for parliitmentary bufinefsj and by fc©n- 
verfitig always with him as if he-ted iWn % man, he ac- 
tually made hint one before ' the uftiSl time. He is even 
faid to have fubjhitted his difpaixhes to bis peru&l, while 
in office, and to have tomplied with hil corrections. 

Tins countiy, much about the fame time, beheld in the 
^erfons of two rival orators, two wonderful inftances -of 
ftatefmen, retiring from the field of contention, and de- 
voting the remain^r of their jivea to 'the education of their 
two younger fons, with whom they were accuftemed lo 
talk about public affairs, aiid fometimes to plac^ on a table 
in order to hear "them declaim. Occupied the better part 
of their days in hoftilities agaihft each other, the enmity 
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c^'thefamifieifeems'to havebeteme hereditary, for it Is 
kept 'iip hj theh* children^ who IKll maintain a riTalfhip^ 
even after dief had abjured the principles of their refpec- 
tive fires. • - 

la compliance with the future deftination of his fon» 
Lord Holland preferred a public to a private education, and 
accordingly lent Charles to Weftminfter fchooL After 
diftinguiihing'hhnifdf here, he removed to Eton, where 
Dr. Bernard, the late prdvoft^ found him not only uncom- 
mbnly eager after aihufements, but eminently fuccefsfulia 
claifical littdinmeiitg. His private tutor, while a member 
of this celebrated itxftitutlon, was Dr. Newcombe, after- 
wards BidiOp'olf Waterford, who, while he was frequently 
Vexed at the diffipation of his pupil, had occafion at the 
fame time to be highly gratified with his progrefs. Here 
he formed his early frifendfliipi with the Earl of Fitzwil- 
liam. Lord Carlifle, his oWn relation the Duke of Leinfter^ 
and foni^ of the firft m^n of the age. It was here alfo, that * 
^ne of them i^ticipated his future reputation in the follow-^ 
ing lines : . 

*« How will my Fox, alone, by ftrength of parts, 
** Shake the loud fenate, animate the hearts 
•< Of fearful ftMe&ustf ! while, around yon, Hand 
^ Both Peera and* Commons^ litViiiogyour command ; 
« While TuLj[;T*s fenfe ita wpig^ttpyou affords, 
'* His nervous fweetnefs (hall adorn your words. 
*' What praiie to Pitt, to Towns he nd e'er was due, 
^< In future times, my Fox, 0iall wait on yoo.** 

His father- beings in the uncourtly language of thofe 
days, " a rank Tory," Charles was fent to finifh his education 
at Oxford, where he is reported, in imitation of Penelope, 
to have regained' by his daily toils, the labours loft by his 
•odmmal aberrations* 

♦ LordCarliflc. 
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At length he begati to pant after a more unreftraincd lit- 
tcrcourfe with fociety, and confequently to be difgufted 
with the reftraints, and tired with the uniformity of a col- 
legiate life. The moft eafy, as well as moft likely way 
to rid himfelf of this, was to evince an ardent defire to fee 
the world 5 and as his ftudies were now completed, his. 
father, as ufual, indulged the wiflies of his darling fpQ- 
Thofe who have been accuftomed to fee Mr. Fox of late 
years, without being acquainted with the minute particu- 
lars of his early life, will fcarcely believe, that at this pe- 
riod he was one of the greatcft beaus in England 5 that he 
indulged in all the fafliionable elegance. of attire, and vi^d, 
in point of red-heelsy and Paris-cut-velvet^ with the moft 
ihewy men of the times. Thefe and iimilar qualificatiQUS 
were difplayed in moft of the courts of Europe, in the courfe 
of the grand tour ; and if he did not return like his maternal 
anccftor^ with all the vices of the continent, he at lead: 
brought a wardrobe replete with all its fafliions. Nor will 
a ftridl regard to hiftorical truth permit the omiflion of 
more culpable tranfgreflions, for he is faid, amidft the ar- 
dour and impetuofity of youth, to have expended, or'rather 
lavifhed, vaft fums of money in* play, and to have con- 
tra£ted immenfe debts. Let it be recollefted, however, 
that he was at this very time between two and three years 
ihort of that period, when the law declared him to.be no 
longer a minor. 

His enemies have carefully reminded us, that the firft 
political a£b of his life was a violation of the conftitution 
of his native country ; for at the general ele£tion in 1768, 

* Charles II. 
f Dr. Biffct in his life of Burke, aflcrts, that his father. Lord HoUaad,. 
who accompanied him to Spa, firft excited an itch for play in his youthful 
mind, by allowing him five guineas a night to be fpentin games of haxard* 
But as this refts on the mere aflertioA of that gentleman, it will be difficult 
to give credit to the report, 
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he took his feat for Midhurft, in Suflex, a borough under 
the influence of his family, when he was only nineteen 
years of age, and confequently ineligible,. It is with pain 
too, it is here reluftantly recorded, that the firft effort of 
his eloquence was hoftile to liberty * 5 but, beGdes his ex- 
treme youth, the bent of his education, the prejudices of 
his family, aud the wiflies of a fond father, ought all to 
be taken . into confideration ; and if a complete vindica- 
tion does not enfue, an ingenuous mind will not be at a 
lofs for an apology. 

During all the proceedings of the Houfe relative to the 
Middlefex eleftion, Mr. F. flood forward as the champion 
of the miniftry, and exhibited no common addrefs and afti- 
vity on the occafion. From the firft moment of his enter- 
ing the fenate, he, indeed, difplayed all the qualities of 
the orator ; and Lord North, then chancellor of the exche- 
quer, deemed his merits fo confiderable, that in the begin- 
ning of 1772 he nominated him to a feat at the admiralty 
board, and in the latter part of the fame year made him, in 
fome meafure, a partner with himfclf in the management 
of the empire, by appointing him a lord of the treafury. 

Amidft thi^ feeming devotion to the court, there were 
not wanting opportunities when he Ihook off the trammels 
of depepd^nce, and allowed his manly mind to take its full 
fcope. Not the. kaft memorable of the(e ^yas during the 
debate on the bill brought into the Houfe of Commons by 
Sir William Meredith, to. give relief from fubfcription to 
the ?xxix articles of the church of England ; and. ifi the 
liberal fentiments delivered on that occafion, h^ ba^ firmly 
and viniformJy perfevered, until the prefent moment* 

• His firft fpee'ch was in oppoHtion to Mr. Wilkes, then confined in the 
King's Bench ; and v^lUtpver the motive* of that gentlemen might be, diA, 
paiGonate men wiU now be ready to avow, that 00 this oocailoo, his. caufe 
was not only popu^ but j^ft. 

But 
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But the time had. now arrived^ irhen.a new iixcQ^om 
was to be given to his purfuits. The real caufe of thif 
event, which involved fo many important cgfnifcqi|en<?cUf 
can only be guefled at. X^e fons of.th^ Lbrd^ GiiilfpTd 
and Holland, were both poflefied o£ talents j , the one p^rr 
haps afpired to, the other enjoyed, the fuprqme, cpn^m^xiA i 
and like two great men o£ antiquity, tiie .^jrft, .pcrhap9| 
could not brook a fuperior, nor the fecond a rival- Tbff 
enmity was firft developed in the rc,fufa| of a petty appoint- 
ment; it increafed on the memorable examination (^ the 
Rev. Mr. Home, now John H. Took^, at the bs^r of the 
Houfe of Commons; ai^d finally became : public, in con^ 
fequence of the following billet, couched with, all the 
energy of Spartan brevity : 

*< His Majefty has thought proper to er4er a new com- 
^^ miffion of the treafury to be made out, in which I don't 
** perceive your name. 

NoRTjH,'* 

« The Hon. Mr. Fox.** 

Confidering thb n^ merely as an injury, but an infult, 
the enmity of Mr. Fox from that moment became public^ 
and he at length raifed fuch a conftitution^l oppofition to 
the adminiftration of the noble lord- who had thus treated 
him in a manner bordering on contempt, that he, in the 
end,.fubverted his power, and dragged his antagonift to the 
very edge of the fca£fbld. 

In the mean time. Lord Holland died, leaving a large fum 
of money« and confiderable eftates in the neighbourhood 
pf Kingfgate, with the houfe there, buik in imitation of 
Tull/s Formian villa, on the coaft df Baiae, to his fon 
Charles. He was thu^ in poffeffion of ^ plentiful fortune, 
and bad he retained it, would have ftood lipoBihigh ground 
in point of confequence : for thefe bcquefts, in addition to 

the 



tlic. dezkflnp of the pells In Irel^d^foon aftct fold to Mr: 
JenkinfoOi .hov. Lord Liverpool/ miift hare produced a nett 
annual iacoine o£ more than 4^000 /. per, gnnnm. 

After thei dU&pation of this, large property, a common 
mind would liave^ perhaps, bent tttider^ the calamity ; his, 
ontl>ec(dUrar7,{bems to have rebottnded from the fall; 
and inftead of -finking into defpair, to hare a£lually foared 
into celebrity, and even independance. 

A new and a noble field now opened to his ambition y 
and he commenced his career as a patriot, on principles 
which Locke has upheld, and Sydney would not have blu{he4 
to (upport. The members of that adminiftration, fuppof- 
ed by fome to be only the puppets of a northern peer, had 
rendered themfelves detcfted by the oppreflion of Mr. 
Wilkes, the profecution of the printers,, the countenance 
given to the riots at Brentford, and the military execution 
in St, Gcorge's-fields. 

Another event of infinitely greater magnitude now fillei 
up the bitter draught of popular odium ; and the previous 
oppreflion, and threatened fubjugatioi\ of Ameriga* voufed 
a general fpirit qf refiftance within the mother country, 
and pointed the finger of public vengeance at the de- 
voted head of the premier. Fortunately for Mr. Fox's 
confiftency, his conduft refpefking the tranfatlantic con- 
tefr, was eycr ftriaiy uniform 5 and on^ this,^ as on a fubr 
fequent occafion, he few afar off, anticipated the im- 
pending calamities, and prediOied th^ accumulation of mis- 
fortune which, afterwards oyerwhelmed the nation. 

Accordingly^ in 1 7 74, he oppofed the introdu£lion of, 
the Bofton Port Bill, and apologifcd for the condufl: of the. 
colonies., In lus fpeecb on this, occafion, he arraigned the 
condufi; of the minifter in bold and energetic language^ 
and explained the principles of the violated conftitution, 

wi.tl\ 
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^ith an eloquence worthy of the caufc* The treafufy* 
bench began^ for the firft time, to' tailculate the Jofs it had 
fuftained, the oppofition to eftimate the ftrength it had ac^ 
quired, while the people rejoiced to behold, in the perlbn 
of a youthful fenator, whom they had been taught to con-* 
fider as an enemy, a firm, an intrepid, and an eloqlsent 
iadvocate, fuch as would not have difgraced Rome in her 
beft days. 

On this occa(ion> he fat on the fame feat as a Saville, a 
JSarr6, a Dunning, and a Burke, with the laft of whom he 
had frequently broken a lance, in the waf of argUmenC^ 
from the oppofite fide of the houfe ; and he has fincc can- 
didly avowed/ that from this celebrated man he firft imbib- 
ed thofe enlightened maxims of government, profefled and 
afted upon by the pupil, alas ! when the matter himfelf 
feemed to have abandoned them. 

On the difcuffiort of Mr. Burke's conciliatory propofi- 
tions in 1775, he ftrenuoully fupported the liberal fchemcs 
pf policy pointed out by that gentle^rnan, and fpoke and 
voted during the whole conteft in dire£): oppofition to that- 
criminal fyilem, which it had been fondly and faUaciooflf 
pi^ognodicated w^s to prodijice the unconditional fubmif-i 
iion ef the colonies, and lay them proftrate at the feet of 
the mother country ! 

At length all the evils that had beep fprefeen were rea-s 
lifed. America, driven to defp^ir, declared herfelf free and 
indepen^lant ;' ippnarchical France exerted her prote&ing 
arm acrofs the Atlantic ; the capture of Butgoyne and 
Cornwallis procl^imecl the triumphs of liberty ; and a ne^^ 
conflagration lighted up in Europe, by the fire-brands that 
had been fcattered in another hemifphere, ws^^fted tha 
ftrength, and exhaufted the rcfources of England. 

At 



At the general cledion in 1780, the family-borough of 
Midhurft falling into other hands, and Mr. F, blufhing, 
perhaps, at the idea of violating the very fpirit and efTence 
of a conftitution, which he now began, for the firft timei 
to underftand and venerate, determined to become a can- 
didate for the city of Weftminftcr ; and he at length fuc- 
ceeded, after a violent conteft, in which he baffled not on- 
ly all the intereft of the Ncwcaftle family, but alfo all the 
Influence of the Crown, both of which were powerfully, 
but unfuccef^fully, exerted againfl: him. Being now the 
reprefcntativc, not of a petty venal borough, but of a great 
•city, Jand that too without any expence to himfelf, he ap-> 
peared in parliament in a more dignified capacity, and ac- 
j^ttired a confiderable incre/ife of weight and confequence. 

Soon a[fter this, the miniftry began to totter, and the 
political rats were in motion, in order to defert the flnking 
fabric. A minority, at firft contemptible in point of num- 
bers, but always formidable in refpe£l to integrity and abi- 
lities, and which then claimed tlie prefent premier amongft 
the moil zealous of its partifans, had increafed in power 
and popularity. The miniilers were afi^iled within by the 
thunders of eloquence ; without, they were overwhelmed 
by the clamours of an indignant people : to proceed in the 
war was ruin ; and to recede, betrayed them into perfonal 
danger. At length the " noble lord in the blue ribbon" 
was hunted into the toils, and it was hoped by many, that 
public juftice awaited his mifdeeds : for in a conteft, in 
which oceans of blood had unjuftly flowed, fome one muft 
have been criminal ; and who'more proper for an expiatory 
facrifice, than the oftenfible author of fo* many calamities? 
Alas ! had punifiiment been but infli£led on one fingle fo- 
litary individual, all our fubfequent calamities might have 
been averted, and the world taught to believ«j^ that even in 
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rcfpcS to great offenders, fome connexion ftill cxifted ht» 
tween gtiilt and puni(hmcnt f * 

But the Rockingham party contented thcmfcltcs.with the 
defeat of their opponents ; and Mr. Fox, of cburfc, wat 
nominated to a feat' in the cabinet, and appointed one of the 
fecretaries qf (late. The merit of this fhort-lived admini- 
ftration Was confpicuous. Notwithftanding they -had fuc- 
cecded to an empty exchequer, and a general wav, thcj 
yet determined to free the people from rfomc df their nu- 
merous grieviances ; and had they remained a little longer 
in power, infinitely more would have been eflFefted. Con^ 
traftors were excluded by aft of Parliament from the Houfe 
of Commons ; cuftofn and excife officers were difqualified 
from voting at eleftions ; the proceedings in regard to Mi4- 
dlefex were refcinded 5 while a reform-bill, rather fpeci- 
ous, however,, in name, than in reality, abolifhed a num- 
ber pf ufelefs offices. A more generous policy was alfo 
adopted in refpefl: to Ireland ; a general peace was already 
meditated ; an ancient ally was attempted to be ioothed by 
an offisr of negociatloh * ; and America, which could not 
be reftored, was at leaft intended to be conciliated. 

In the midft of tl^efe promifing appearances, the -noble- 
man, who. was the key-ftone that fupported the difcordant 
materials of the political arch, died fuddenly, and the 
council board was ihftantly divided by political fehifms. 

The. Marquis of Lanfdowne, who appears at this period 
to have: had the; ear of the king, and a majority in the cabi- 
net, was immediately entrufted with the reins of admini- 
ftration^ and Mr. Fox determining, (to make ufe-of his own 
language,) ** never to connive at plans in private, which he 

* Mr. Fox, wiihiog to detach the Dutch from the coalition with the 
honfe of Bourbon, wrote a letter to M. Sinnolin, the Ruffian Minifter, in 
which he offered to form a new, treaty on the bafis of that of 1 674* 
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•* could not , publicly and- oonfiftently avow/* retired from 
office with a numerous and refpedable body of his friends. 
. . In the mean time^ the party left in poiTefBon of all the great 
^offices, concluded a peace with. America^ France, and Hol- 
land; but their adminiftration proved of ihort duration, 
for a grand political confederacy had now been formed 
againft them. This, under the name of <' the coalition/* 
foon fubvcrted their power, and fupplanted them in office. 
No event, in our time, has produced more obloquy than 
the alliance between Mr. Fox and Lord North; and it is 
not to be concealed, that it was even then pregnant with 
inaufpicious refults, and has fince been prpdu£Uve of th^ 
mod finifter confequences, as it enabled an ambitious 
young man to give the firfl (tab to the conftitution, by feU 
ting a vote of the Houfe of Commons, hitherto deemed 
inviolable, at defiance. The •* India Bill,** of which Mr,. 
Burke is faid to have been the penman, proved the rock, on 
which the veflel of the ill-paired Colleagues foundered ; and 
it is not a little memorable, that their more fortunate rivals 
revived this . very meafure, and carried it ttiumphantl j 
through Parliament! 

We now behold Mr. Fox, once more, diveftedof pow-r 
er, reduced to fhelter himfelf againft accidents in the re- 
prefentation of the * Orkney Ifles ; and to contend with ai^ 
unexampled perfeverance for a feat as member for Weftr 
oiinfter ; which, after a memorable fcrutiny, and an im- 
jnenfe expenditure, he at length obtained. 

He has fince been re^eledted to the fame honourable poft| 
and has fteadily combated, as a reprefentative of the people, 
the influence of the crown ; which, in his opinion, alone 

• This is rather Jncorreft, Mti Fpx bcii^g returned for the diftri£l of bo- 
roogfas, caUed Tain, Dingwall, &c. dec. Even here, however, he was op* 
pofed by Sir John Sindair, but the intercA of the proient Lord, then Sir 
^homas pundas, finaUy preyaUed^ 
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trotiftitutes and produces all their grievances. His fuWe* 
tjuent conduft has been fuch as to reftpre the current of po- 
pularity, and raife his name higher than before. His grand 
maxim, and furely it is immediately connefted' with the 
profperity, and, perhaps, the exiftence, of a raanufaSur- 
ing and commercial country, is the maintenance of peace* 
With this objeft in view, he oppofed a conteft with Ruffia, 
^bout the fortrefs of Oc!zakow, and a conflift with Spain 
concerning the peltry of Nootka Sound. 

During the firft ftagcs of that melancholy evetit which 
led to the regency bill, Mr. Fox was wandering through the 
delightful regions of modern Italy, and feemed enchanted 
T>nce more to tread on claffic land. From this charming 
fpot, he was called to witnefs and to participate in far 
different fcenes, and finally to behold the party he oppofed 
more firmly feated in power tha.n before. 

He has been blamed fo^ his conduft during the impcack- 
ment of Mr. Haftih^, but he was fupported by a majority 
of the Houfe of Commons on that occafion, and by nearly 
all his political enemies. This meafure was abfolutely ftc- 
ceflary, in prder to clear the honour of the nation, ind 
proved to the opprefTed inhabitants of India, that in England 
they would dill find avengers. It is not to be denied, how- 
ever, that the trial was fpun out to a moft oppreffive length 
and that the fuppofed culprit at length ceafed to be odious 
in the eyes of the people. The forms of the Houfe of 
Peers, as a court of juftice, are indeed unfavourable to the 
difpatch of bufinefs, but the managers ought, perhaps, ei- 
ther to have accelerated thefe, or to have withdrawn from 

a ftruggle, when they perceived that the firft ftep. toward 

puniftiment confifted in the. oppreffion of even a guilty iadi- 

vidual! 

No fooner did the French natioa evince a fincere defire to 

fliake off the dominion of abfolute power, than h€ hailed 

the 
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the aufpicious dawn of rifing liberty, and deprecated the 
interference of thiscountry, in a quarrel hoftile to the prin- 
ciples on which (he had founded her proud pre-eminence. 
On this occafion, he experienced the derelidion of many of 
his afTociates, and among others of that man of whofe lips ' 
he had firft imbibed the principles of freedom. Finding, 
however, that he and his friends were reduced to a fcanty 
minority, he has (ince retired, in a great meafure, from 
public bufinefs, and left the minifler to triumph by means of 
the majorities in his intcreft. Nor is this all, for his name 
has been lately ftruck out from the lift of privy counfellox|^ 
an event unexampled in the prefent reign, and only once 
cxercifed during the laft, in refpeft to a nobleman * accufed 
of cowardice and} difafFeftion. 

As an orator, Mr. Fox is afluredly the firft man of his 
age. He fimplifies thcmoft abftrufe details, he analyfcs 
the moft complex alignments, and he deduces the moft fub- 
tie pofitions to the teft of firft principles. Animated him- 
felf, he animates others,- Unambitious of melodious words 
and ftudied phrafes, that dwell only on the ear j thecor- 
reftnefs of his reafonihg affails the judgment, while the 
irrefiftible thunders of his eloquence at once influence and 
captivate the fenfes. Struggling continually againft the 
ftreamof power, he yet appears inferior to no man, and 
he wants only to ftand on the " 'vantage ground" of fuc- 
cefs, to be viewed as the greateft man of his time. 

As an author, he has produced feveral fpecimens of poe- 
tical compofition; which with a due' culture might have at- 
tained excellence. His vcrfes to Mrs. Crewe, beginning 
with the following lines, have often been praifed : 

" Where the lovdicft expreflien to features is joinM) • 

** By natures moft delicate pencil defiguM ; 

*^ Where biufl^es unbidden^ and (miles without art,. 

*' $|>eak the ibftncfs and feeling that dwell in the heart/* &c. 

* hord George Oerma;nc» 

His 



jfi MR. R>S^. 

His tnTOCftditm **t6 Potrcny" muft^ however^ be-sillorwed 
to be fupenor^ -and it contains » national refledidn that rag j 
offend fomc^; it ought, howetiei^^-iobierecdlteAedj thattfac 
EngKfii)* afiintperiody were much difgufted with the tcm- 
porifing cdnduf); of their northern neighbours ; 

<* O Poverty ! of pale confumptive hue, 

<' If thou delight*(l to haunt me ftill in view^ 

** If ftill thy prefence mud toy fteps attend, 

** At lead continue, as thou art, roy friend. 

•* When Scotch example bids me be. unjufi^ 

^ FaUe to my word, unf^tbful to my truit, 

** Bid me the baneful error quickly fee, . :.* 

^ And ihun the world to find repofe with thee. 

«< When vice to wealth would turn my partial eye,, . 
*» Oi int'reft (hutting ear to for row's cry ; 
*« Or courtiers' cuftom would my reafbn bind, 

" My foie' to flatter, or defert my friend ; • *r! 

« Oppofe, kind Poverty, thy tempe^d (hield, ■ . 

** And bear me off unvanquifli'd from the field. : * 

** If ^ddy Fortune e'er return a^in^ ..." ^ 

^ With all her idle, reftlefs, wanton train, 
'* Her magic glafs (hduld falfe Ambition hold, 
•* Or Ay'rice bid me -put my tmft in gold ; 
•* To my relief, then, virtuous goddefs, hafte, 
'< And with thee bring thy daughters ever chafle, 
" Health! Liberty! and'Wiflom! fiftersbright, 'Z 

*' WhoTe chanris can make the worft condition light, 
"* Beneath the harded fate the mind can cheer, 
«« Can heal affliOioB and difarm defpau*; 
*^ In chsuns, in torments, pleaiiire can bequeath, 
^' And drefs in finiles the tyrant hour of death !** 

His letter* " To the worthy and independent Eledora o£ 
the City and Liberty of Weftminfter/' is his only avowed 
profe publication, and this has experienced a nearly unex- 
ampled fale, having run through twelve or thirteen large 

. * Publiihediit 1793* 

edition!. 
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editions. On this occafion^ he makes a manlyr. appeal to 
his : confthiients » and in a clear and perfpicubns ftyle de- 
precates the idea of foreign alliances, and iztfifts on the 
Beceffity of acknowledging the French republic as an inde- 
pendent ftate. While alluding to the ridiculous projed 
of fubjugating that pcfwer, by external force, he exprefles 
himfelf thus : 

•* The conqueft of France ! ! ! O ! calumniated crufad- 
•' ers, how rational and moderate were your projefts ! O ! 
•< much-injufed Lewis; XIV, upon what flight grounds 
•* have you beeii accufed of reftlefs and inordinate ambiti- 
•* on ! O ! tame and feeble Cervantes, with what a timid 
** pencil and faint colours have you painted rfie portrait of a 
<*difordered imagination !" 

Ctf the priifate life of this great orator, the public may 
be anxious to have a few authentic particulars. Mr. Fox 
no longef Yefide§ any part of the year in to wn^^ having dif- 
pofed of his houfe in South-ftreet ; when he vifits Ix)ndon, 
which is but feldom, he ftays fometimes at the houfe of his 
old friend General Fifzpatrick, and fometimes at a liotel 
in the neighbourhood of New Bond-ftreet. Except during 
the (hooting (eafon, when he vifits Mr. Coke, &c. in Nor- 
folk, he lives chiefly at St. Ann's-hill, near Chertfey. 
There h^lfup^iirttends the cultivation of his grounds, enjoys 
the pleafures of horticulture, and aniufes himfelf in foriti- 
ing his fhriibbdries. To "the rofe," the theme of the 
Perfian poets, he feems particularly attached ; for he has a 
parterre near his houfe, in which there ar« no lefs than 
thirty difierent fpecies. He alfo pofTefles a great tafte for 
botarty; ahd h^s been at infinite pains to render himfelf 
matter of tlie Lintiaaft fyftem. 

In gencital,' he rifeis about feven o*cloclc, mounts his 
horfe irtftahtiy, ridefe to. the river, and plunges into the 

Thames. 
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Thames. He then returns to breakfaft^ which is overbe* 
fore ten. The forenoon is, for the^xnoft part, dedicated to 
his books; and is accordingly fpent in his ftudy. Before 
dinner, he takes a walk or ride, around the neighbouring 
village, Gts down to table a little after three o'clock, and 
lives well, and like a gentleman, without any appearaoce, 
however, of luxury or oftcntation. After indulging in a. 
few giaifes of. port or (herry, he retires with his guefts 
about fix, to the tea-room, which prefents a mod delight- 
ful profpeft in the fummer fcafon ; and after a couple of 
tliflies of coffee, a gUfs of liqueur de Jifartini^ue 13 banded 
round to the company. 

The evenings are generally dedicated to domeftic enter- 
tainments. Sometimes. he reads, and thdn generally aloud; 
at other itimes he plays at fome manly game on the law^^ or 
liftens to the mufic of a favourite lady while fingering the 
piano-firte^ or the pedal harp. The evening is not unfr&r 
quently fpent at the Holland, a char/ning o(9:agon buildo' 
ing,. dedicated to his nephew, Henry, Lord Holland, andi 
infcribed to him. From this building > is to be feen a mod 
luxuriant view of the furrounding country; but the eye is 
unwilling to rpam abroad, as it is ornamented with beauti-r 
ful paintings by the hand of Mrs. Armftead. 

While the hirelings of miniftry are reprefenting him ag 
plotting againft the ftate, he is, mod probably, peruiing 
Homer in the original language ; and the immortal bard, or 
the *^ confpirator," is perhaps dandling a child in his arms» 
or, peradventiire, if it be in the fummer fcafon, playing a^. 
trap-ball on the grafs ! 

In perfon, Mr. Fox is fomcwhat above the middle fize, 
and, of late years, is rather inclined to be fat. His fea- 
ja»rcs, which are ftrongly marked> exhibit an appearance of 
fhrewdncfs and ability ; and his eye, in the midft of debate, 
or the animation of converfe, flaihes with fire. 
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No portrait has been oftener painted, and he muft be a 
very niacc«iavto K9i4^ i^4p^9 who cannot hit off ^ fa* 
turnine complexionj the piercing lookj and the arch and ' 
bufhy eye-brow of the great commoner. The chiflel, as 
well as the pencil, has been employed in giving durability 
to his refemblance, for a great number of bufts have been 
executedj of late years^ in marbk, by * Ndlekens j and 
one in terra cottaAms ftill more recendy been finilhed by 
Merchant, as a model for a gem. 

The following dedication to Mr. Fox, is by one of th^ 
grcatcft fcholars of the age ; 

CAROLO JACOBO FOX 

Qu2»d yexsun -Shun Sc abfolotam eloquentiam 

fiOR mod^ eoiventy fed cidtam, q«a potuit, 

adSalutem Patrke Dignitatemqae tbeodam co^atdetit ; 

Qu^ la'iiiiGipieadif fits amicitiis, fire inin»cidif» 

has &fnp0r vducrk Ikfortsfef 

Jiikre, illis 8€»ipi|ertvii ; 

Qupd Jfeite fcflidn inirl^ftque pormapferit in propofitp, 

at^ iingpiEpboiwi fprf ven^^ , 

i^;u6d in Caufa, .^as viaxinie pppularis.pfie djebuiflctj 
Noo pppul^pter illf i^idon, 
^t ^lii^ fi6ke et £idlacit<er pgpulaces, 
fed ftrenUe ac fqrtiter verlatui fit ; 
Quod denique, in fcedifGiuo fUo 
Optiml prudentifliinique Senatus naufragio. 
Id dcmum, imb id fcdum, 
quod tarpe dTet, 
MIferum exiftimirrt, attque ade& earn bonis "* 

l.%ere v^htrtiMtv ^atucnt, 
polios quam periciildie Sc iimubte & cupide 

inCtr mdos, 

Ltbnunhoocoe es^ f}ua.per.e(t, Obfisrvantia. 

©. D. fi. 

A. JE. A. Q, 

** No lefs than thirty-two have been finiflied by this fculptor, at fixty gtxm 
neas each, for the Emprefs of RulGa, the Dukes of Devonlhire and Portland^ 
Lord Albemarle, &c. &c. &c« 
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^rHE RIGHT HONOURABLE WlLUAM PmV 

CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER, &C. &C. 

IT is, at all times, a difficulti delicate, and fometimes a 
dangerous talk, to attempt the delineation of the life and 
charafter of a minifter of ftate. The paffions of the ge- 
nerality of mei; are too much agitated to attend to cool dif- 
cuffion while they contemplate the immediate political iitu- 
ation of their country, more efpecially in a period like the 
prefent, fo replete with important and lingular events. 

The fubje£k of this article is, in many points of view, the 
moft confpicuous prime minifter which modern Europe has 
ever beheld, whether he be confidered in refpe^l to his 
very fplendid talents, his wonderful fuccefs in life, or the 
fingular events which have occurred during his adminiftra- 
tion. His hiftory will include the annals of the moft re- 
markable epoch in modern times; and he will be juftly 
deemed, by future ages, the lever which gave motion to the 
proceedings of all the cabinets of Europe. A large fliare 
of the good or evil which may refuli, will be folely afcrib- 
cd to his councils. In (hort, he may be confidercd as unit- 
ing the ftriking qualities of the Cecils, the Walfinghams, 
the Richlieus, the Mazarines, the Straffords, the Louvois, 
the Alberonies, and the Walpoles ; to none of thefe is he 
inferior in abilities, in eloquencei or in the various atts and 
confummate policy of the courtier and the ftatefman. 

This country never had a minifter of whom fuch differ- 
ent opinions have been entertained, as of the prefent, 
and indeed no former one was ever placed in fuch cri- 
tical circumftances. The hiftory of this illuftrious ftatef- 
man, comprifing, as it neceflarily muft, a review of his 
political life, will be reforted to, at fome future period, as 

one 
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one of the mod interefting and inftrudlve performances 
that can occupy the attention of mankind. 

William Pitt, the illuftrious Earl of Chatham, had two 
fons, one of whom, the prefent able minifter, is the young- 
eft. He was born May 8, 1759, at a time when his fa- 
ther's glory was at its zenith ; and when, in confequence 
9f the wifdom arid integrity of his councils, and the vigour 
and promptitude of his meafures, Britifh valour reigned 
triumphant in every part of the globe. 

On the acceffion of his prefent Majefty, that great ftatef- 
man, in confequence of new arrangements, chiefly occa- 
fioned by the rifing influence of the Earl of Bute, retired 
from the ftadon which he had fo honourably filled ; and con- 
figning his elder fon to the inftrudions of able tutor85 
he devoted his own time to the education of William,^ 
on a ftrong and well founded perfuafion (as he was in the 
habit of faying) that ^' he would one day encreafe the 
" glory of the name of Pitt." 

His claffical knowledge Mr. Pitt acquired under the care 
of a private tutor at Burton-Pynfent, the feat of his father ; 
and the Earl took great pains in teaching him, while ftill a 
youth, to argue with logical precifion, and fpeak with ele- 
gance and force. He judicioufly accuftomed him to the 
pradice of making accurate ^enquiries refpefting every fub- 
jcQ, that caught his attention, and taught him not to remain 
fatisfied with a fuperficial obfervation of appearances. 

This leflbn brought him into an early praftice of cool 
and patient inveftigation, rarely, if ever acquired, by thofc 
who prefer the trappings of eloquence, and the fliowy or- 
naments of language, to plain fober di£lion, and' pertinent 
matter of £a£b. 

Under fuch an able paternal tutor, an acute mind could 

not fail to imbibe a ftore of found praftical knowledge. 

The carii with' his ufual perfpicuity, fancied he faw in his 

^ E 2 fon 
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foil i itarrrt Itatefm^, ahfl, ift al! ^baWKty, a futtm- 
mmifter of his cotmtty tiffo. It was a laudaMe; ambition 
in a fethef, and to gratify It he lifted tio txnrttend ; diredl- 
rii| fcls ^t)le attehtfett to tht great dbjetft of rendering hi» 
Ton accorifiplifliea in all tiling* reqcSfite to form vl puMic cha- 
^aSer, anS to prefetve iJie Itiftre airfeady attadied to the 
Akmft of WiLt I AM ftrr. 

Vitj Ihhnfetf, frequentiy entered into forced difputations 
with him, and encouraged him to afgoe widi others, upon 
fabje^sfer ^boyewhatcotild be txpeftedfirom his years. 
In ike management vX thcfe arguments, his fether ^uld 
htytt ccafc to preffe him with AifficTihies 5 hor would he 
permit hifti to ftop, tHl the ftibjeft of contention was com- 
pletely cxhkuftfed. By being Inured to this method, thefon 
acquired that quality which is of the firft confequence in 
public life—afufficient degree of firmnefs, andprefence of 
mind, as \^tll as a rejtdy ddivery, in Xidiith he was Wonder- 
fully aided by nature. 

That he might hate lall the benefits of education which 
fhis country could give him, and, at the fame time, by % 
tapid progrefe through tfie neCefikry itutfies, qualify hinrfcif 
early for iTie Teriate, lie was taken tit between fourteen and 
fifteen years of ige ihjm Ms faifcer's rodf, and from the 
care of a very enli^tened and worthy dergyman, Mr* 
(now Dr.) I^ilfon, and fent to Pembroke college, Cam- 
bridge, where he was admitted under the tuition of Mefirs. 
Turner and Prfettyrilan, both icry able vtti& Wdl iqualifie^ 
tutors, and witting to fecond, to t*i* utmoft of their power, 
the intentions of his father. Mr. Preityman was alfo liis 
ptivate tutor, and al)etter choice could not have been made, 
as far as claffical and mathematical knowlege were concern- 
ed. For eloquence he could not look up to either of his 
tutors; biit his father's estefple^and precepts required no 

farther 
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ftfthtr iffiftaace. I« Cambridge he wii a »odd to ^ 
youi^ nqbUitf and feUow^comiPOPflri i nd it wa% nol 
«babicd that if tfaa pdvtleges q£ hit laok had luit n^mjftr 
cd him from die u&ial a¥firifea £Dr tha hachalor't degroii^ 
he would have been iBiiod ^unosg.tbe firt eoaipetilofa for 
academical honoiin. Ott bsa admifioiu aocerdiag to Ctt& 
tomi ^ his maftfc'a dcgj^ee^ the public Ofator £ouxid it 
iieedlefs to feaidi into his geaeaiogf^ or evaii $q dwell much 
upon the virtues of his father, the eye& o£ the noiyQifitf 
were fixed oo: die pwdi ^ the enraptured audience affimte^ 
to erevy eiicooiium» and each breaft «at filled with tb^ liy^ 
Keft prefenttmeata of future greatnefs. To the honour of 
Mr. Piu it muft be fpoken^ diat he has been dul|r fpnfiblf 
of the care t^ken of his rifing years. His iaftruifloni have 
vecelved repeal marks of his ^cknowledgmeiit. Dr. Wijt 
fon, his firft iiiftru£bor, is now canon al Wind&ar; and 
one of his fofis has a hicradve. fioe^ ure . ia Jamaica* Tfa^ 
worthy Dr. Turner ia Dean of Norwich ; Dr« Firedymaa 
has received the Bifhopric of Lincoln, and the Deanery of 
St. Paul'S) and will, doubtieis, t^ be pverlooked in future 
promotions. 

He wai afterwards entcaed a ftudcnt at Lincoln's IfSf 
and made fo rapid ? prpgrefs in his leg^ ftudies, as to he 
foon called to die bar, with ev^ry profpe£l of great fiicr 
^ef«r 

We are informfdf that he once or twice went upon the 
Weftern circuit, and appeared as junior counfel in fevera^ 
eaufes. He wasy however, deft^ned to fill a more imporr 
ta^t ftadon in th^ government of his country, than is ttfur 
ally to be. ojkained dirough the channel of the law* 

At the.ge<ierai.elc£tion, 1780, we find hin^ nominated 
by fome'of the n^oft refpe&able perfof^s in Cambridge as a 
candidate to reprefent that univeriity ; but notwichftanding 
his high charader in the univerfity, he found very few to 

fecond 
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fecond his pretenfions. In the following year, however, 
he was returned for the borough of Appleby, by the in- 
tereft of Sir James Lowther. On taking his feat* in the 
Houfe of Commons, he enlifted himfelf on the fide of the 
party which had conftantly oppofed the minifter. Lord 
Norths and the American war, and which regarded him 
with a degree of veneration ; recognifing in his per* 
' fon the genius of his illuftrious father revived and afling,^ 
as it were, in him. 

One of his firft ^Gts, as a member of the Houfe of 
Commons, was extremely well calculated to increafe his 
popularity; this was his motion for a committee of, the 
houfe, to confult upon the moft e£Fe£tual means to ac^ 
complifh a more equal reprefentation of the people in par^ 
liament. His propofitions were, indeed, rejefbed ; but he 
continued to repeat and renew them from time to time ; 
and thus kept up the public attention to this great obje£l» 
and made it more generally canvafled than Uev^r had beea 
before. 

On the death of the great Marquis of Rockingham, the 
old Whig party fell into a ftate of difunion, nearly borderr 
ii^ upon diflblution. A new arrangement took place foon 
after, and Lord Shelburne becanie the able firft Lord of 
the Tteafury, carrybg along with him Mr. Pitt, who afto- 
nifhed the country, and, indeed, all Europe, by the pher 
nomenon of a Chancellor of the Exchequer at the age of 
fwcnty-tlree / 

His popularity at this period effeftually fcrecned him 
from every charge which his youth and inexperience might 
juftly have warranted, and whidi were ftrongly urged 
againft him by the adverfc fa^oh. The fituation of the 
country was extremely critical. The Apnerican war had 
|)Ccome generally odious; and all hearts panted fqr a cef- 



MR.. PITT. 55 

fsftion of hoftilitics. This defirablc objcft was, therefore, 
the firft confideration.with the new miniftry. 

The combined powers had recently experienced great hu- 
miliations, and confequently the opportunity was not to 
be loft. A gencntl peace accordingly took place ; but the 
terms of it were reprobated by a confiderable part of the 
nation. On this occaiSon, Mr. Pitt delivered in his place 
a moft maflerly defence of himfelf and his coUegues, whick 
produced a correfponding, though not fuccefsful efk&. 
The adminiftration, of which he was the moft diftin- 
guifhed member, was therefore fhort-lived. On its diflb- 
itition, the young ftatefman withdrew into rettrement, and 
afterwards went abroad for fome time, vifiting Italy, and 
feveral of the German courts. 

' 0»the cosiition's taking place, Mr. Mansfield's feat for 
the univerfity became vacant, by accepting the office of 
fojicitor-general, and Mr. Pitt det^rmised to oppofe him : 
with this view -he went down • to Cambridge \ but was 
treated with contempt, by the heads and fenior members. 
'One threw the door almoft in his face, and wondered at 
the iftipodence of the young man, thus to come down and 
difturb the peace of the univerfity ! From fuch a fcene he 
retired in a few days, in difguft ; thbugh the aflbrahces of 
fupport from feveral independent mafters of arts, kept 
alive the few hopes remaining in his breaft„ of future fuc? 
cefs. A few months, however, changed the fcene; the 
coalition miniftry was thrown out, became down in triumph 
to the univerfity, was received with open arms, carried his 
ele&ion with a confiderable majority, and was able,' alfo, 
by his influence, to make Lord Eufton his coUegu^. ' For a 
time the 'terghrerfation of the fenate was a theme of con- 
verfation ; the moft notorious of the gown who changed 
their fides, were marked by the contempt of the unfuccefs- 
ful|' but laughed at their own difgrace, under the rewards 

of 
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of the fuccelsful candidates \ mitres and fullt^ and livings^ 
became the poition of the Cambridge men* But few of 
the independent mafters who would have fupported him 
when o^t of power, and did fupport him on his wcocfbou 
to the miniftry, were to be found anK)ng his fupporters at 
the :(iext election ( they confidered him to l^ve giy^n up 
thoie principles of* liberty, and that zeal for the reform of 
IparKamcnt, which had^ witiii his gr^t talents, entitled him 
to their notice. 

An occafion, fuddenly Q^isred, in 1784, for bringing 
Mr. Pitt forward once more on the gr^at theatre, of poli« 
tics, as a cgnd^date for fame and power. The Britiih. do- 
minions in India had long been in an alarming fituation, 
and it was generally admitted that ^n immediate remedy 
wa& indifpenfably neceflary to preferve them. With this 
yiewy Mr, Fox, then Secretary of State, formed, digefteds 
and brought forwardj^ his famous India bill, which he car* 
ried tlirough its feveral ftages with a high hand. 

Thq coalition miniftry, as compofed of fuch an hct^ro* 
peneous mixture, notwithftanding their majority in the 
Houf(?. of Cpmmqns, were generally obnoi^ious to the na- 
tion, and this bill was particularly ofiiSQfive to the great 
i>ody whpm it imfnediately affeded. Lord North and his 
new api^s were accordingly difmiffed, and Mr* Pitt became 
Premier, aflifte^ by the advice of Lord Thurlow, as 
keeper of the great feal — arrangci^cnts which, at that 
time, wcrej however^ only ^onfidered as temporary ! 

He then aftoniChed the cqinmercial and political world, 
t^y his owi) India l>ill I He had, howevern the niortificar 
tion to find the majority of th^ Houfe of Commons againft 
hinif ; and he was placed in the peculiar, fituation of a mi- 
nifter a£ting with a fmaH minority, and that too in oppo- 
fition to the ftrongeft confluence of talents ever combined 
againli any adminiftratiop. He, however, remained firm 

in 
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uk his feftt taiidft a genera! ednfoficrn; and though the 
hoiife htMl pcthkHied hit majeftj t9 Akbih fats n^iiufter^ 
our young pfemier ?eiitiired to inform tfas leprefentattves 
of the fiatioH that tfaetr pofettmi could not be complied 
trith! 

This ftmggle hetween the commots and the crown was 
of the greateft importance; but the people at linge were 
of optnion that die formel: tocroached upon the tegal 
prerogatives; and on the queftion being in a manner 
thrown into their hands by a diflblution of partiamcnt^ a 
new one was returned, which changed the majority ^ and 
preferred the winifter in a poft which he hsis makitatiied 
ever Gnoe ! 

Various public meafures harcj of courfe^ during a pe^ 
riod of fourteen years, been brought forward by this ft^tive 
minider ; to notice which, would far exceed tM bounds 
of a memoir ib limited in its objeft as the prdfent* Thiiy 
are incorporated into the hiftory of his country, and fa- 
miliarly recolIe£ied by his contempprariei* 

The commercial treaty widi Franiie was a bold fcheme» 
and evinced deep political and merpintile knowlege. But 
the moft critica} circumftaiice In the annals of Mr. Pitt's 
adminiftration, and that on which his biographer ibould 
dwell the moft, is the period when the regal po^vers were» 
in a manner, unhappily fufpended, and all the wifdom of 
the legiflature was required to form a regency. It was a 
crifis not only novel, but of extreme magnitude^ iis likely 
to become the precedent for future times ; iio fuch incjr 
dent having till then occurred in the annals of our hiftory. 

Some ftate(men would have worlbipped the rifing fiin, 
Mr. Pitt and his cdyicgues, however^ piirfued a difierenC 
irourfe, and thereby added greatly to their popularity, and 
|Je£lually fecuied theififelves in power* 

■ |£ 
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into vulgarity snd iflcortednefs. All hia deficiencies j hew- 
erer, are more than counteri>alanced by a conelufivc and 
forcible method of reafoning, by ^ facility of ftating Us 
arguments, which makes them not only eonceiTable to the 
meaneft underftanding, but gives them frequently a preeifi- 
on and vigour whidi may be pronounced irrefiftiblc. 

The Premier affo poflcffes an advantage of ineftiniifiUe 
value, hi a mtnifter of ftate, namely, a great command 
over his temper, added to much codhefi, during the at^ 
dor of debate. 

This enables him to reply clearly and particularly to the 
arguments of his opponents, and to defend his own caufe 
by often turning \ their own weappns upon themfelves. 
Though he is confidenti and frequently, it muft be confef- 
ied, even arrogant in his fpecches, which fometimes pnv 
voices the oppofition orators to ufe harfli language, yet he 
feldom lofes his own temper, or retorts in anger. 

His aftion is not ftriftly graceful, which is in feme niea« 
fure owing to the difadvantage of an exterior, which how- 
ever dignified, is yet not amiably winning, for he is yerj 
tall, and deficient in en bon poiM. His countenance is alfo 
fevcre and forbidding, cxpreffive indeed (in the langiuge 
of phyfiognomifts) of a capacious mind, [and inflexible 
irefolution \ but alfo of a too lofty and perhaps unbending 
fpirit. 

Mr. Pitt forms in all points a direft contraft to his great 
political opponent : and it is certainly a curious circum- 
dance, that two fuch extraordinary men fliould be as oppo^ 
iGte in their private charafters as in their public career. 
In debate, Mr. Fox is vehement, Mr. Pitt cool. The one 
is frank and open, the other clofe and referved. The ur- 
banity of the ex-minifter gains him friends among all par- 
ties, the hauteur znA fang froid of the premier does notjbon- 
ciliate even his aflbciates. Mr. Pitt is the fame guarded 

and 
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Md Unbending fdMiHn in hi^ fecial lioors thM he U in 
the li<nxft 6f OomfiKms. 

Jii j^Vate life) his fole plesfures are of an official ahd 
convivial nature. 

Ambition is the mling and mafter-paffion of his foul> 
befoleirfiick every ether finks into infigniBcance : at the 
Sirine of this goddefs, and at that of Bacchus, he is fup« 
pofed alone to pay his devotions. That his health and ta<^ 
tent^ may tidt fuffer by the latter, and that his country may 
pmfper tmder the influence of the former, is the earneft 
wifli of tJie M^itet of this article. 

J.W. 



; ERASMUS DARWIN, M.D. F.R.S. 

IS the fon of a gentleman of landed property, near 
Newark-upon^Trent. From a country fchool he was trans- 
ferred to the univerfity, and entered at St. ^John's Cam- 
bridgC) where, being intended for the pradlice of medi«- 
cine, he took the degree of M.B. in 1755 ; and in his thefis 
defended the opinion that the motion of the heart and arte^ 
ries are produced by the immediate ^'m/z/tir/ of the blood. 

On the de^ of the prefent king's father, when all the 
^men of talents in the nation bewailed the lofs of a prince 
whom they had fondly confidered as a future Maecenas, lie 
-contributed to the Cambridge colle£tion of odes and ele^ 
gies ', but his verfes on that occafion do not feem to have 
argued anyigtefctchante for celebrity, as they were undif- 
•tingutflied. £rbtii the exertions of far inferior n^n, and af- 
idr^d no grieat fnx)mife of future excellence. 

Aftor 
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After an education admirably adapted to his intended 
profeffioii) and a previous degree of M.D. Dr. Darwin ^de- 
termined to praftife, and finding the bufinefs of the capi- 
tal entirely monopolifed by a few men of celebrity^ 
brought into notice by the zeal of friends, family connexi- 
on, and the recommendation and intereft of the great, he 
determined to fettle in the country. Luckily fpr the city 
of Litchfield, that place was pitched upon for the fcene <^ 
his labours, and he refided therefor a great number, of 
years. If he ftill retained a tafte for poetry, it was either 
carefully fupprefled, or the favours of the. mufe concealed ; 
he, however, diflinguiflied himfelf as a philofopher and 
phyfician, for as far back as 1758, he publiflied in vol. 50 
of the Philofophical Tranfaflrions, " An Attempt to con- 
fute the Opinion of Henry Earle, concerning the Afccnt 
of Vapour ;" and ^* An Account of the Cure of a perio* 
dical Haemoptoe, by keeping the Patient awake." This 
was followed by ** Experiments on Animal Fluids \n the 
exhaufted receiver." 

In the mean time, he had bred his fon Charles, a pro- 
mifing young man, to his own profeffion, and fent to £din« 
burgh, at that time, as now, the great European fchooi of 
phyfic. There he was unfortunately carried off by a fever, 
at the very time he was enquiring into the nature and cure 
of difeafes, &c. before he had attained the 20th year of his 
age ! To the forrowing father was left the mournful talk 
of being the editor of his pofthumous worki and he ac-r 
cordingly publiflied, in 1780, " Experiments eftaUifliing a 
Criterion between Mucilaginous and Purulent Matter : and 
an Account of the Retrograde Motions of the Abforbent 
Veflels of Animal Bodies in fome Difeafes." , 

In 1782, the Botanical Society of Litchfield publiflied 
Linnaeus' " Syftcm of Vegetables," which is thought to 
have been chiefly the produ£lion of Dr. Darwin, one of its 
two principal members. 

Early 
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Early iti 17895 Dr. Darwin, enlifted again by fcience 
in the train of the mufes, burft forth like a comet in the 
hemifphcre of poetry, by the publication of the *^ Botani- 
cal Garden ;*' Part IL* of which, containing «* the Loves 
of the Plants,'* then made its firft appearance. The idea 
of the fexual fyftem had been long before elucidated by the 
great Swedifli naturalift ; and it indeed feems to have been 

coeval with,^ and ihoft probably, long anterior to, Claudian : 

« 
" ViYunt in Vcncrcm frondes ; nemus omnc per altum, 

<* Felix arbor amat ; notant ad mutua Falmz 

*' Faedera, populeo fulptrat Populus i£hi, 

<< £t Platani PlaUnis, Alnoque afCbilat Alnus.** 

~ The poem confifts of four cantos ; the three firft of 
which are followed by a dialogue, and the preface contains 
a fiimmary of the Linnaean arrangement. The intention of 
this part of the work is to render an attachment to Botani- 
cal ftudies at once more common and more delightfbl. 

** BotaWic Muss ! who, in his later age^ 

*« Led by your airy hand the Swedilh fage, 

*' Bade his keen eye yoar fecret haunts explore, 

** On dewy dell, high wood, and winding (hore ; 

** Say on each leaf how tiny graces dwell; 

*< How laugh the pleafures in abloflbm's bell; 

<« How infedl loves arifc on cobweb's wings, 

" Aim their light (hafts, and point their little iUngs.'* 

The fcientific turti of the notes, and the agreeable medi- 
um of the poetry ,f excited an uncommon degree of cu- 

riofity 

* Fo«r editions of this Tolnme, and three of the fecond> hare been al- 
ready publilhed. 
-f Some of th^ fines are peculiarly expreffive, inch as 
*< On her fair boibm fits the Demon ape 
'< EreA, and balances his bloated (hape ; 
•* HolIs in their marUe erht bis gorgon-'eyesf 
" And drinh with leathern ear* her teruUr cries*''* 
The " vampire-wings'* of the Ague, ** the young wonder," with which 
•tibe cherubs,, while riding on their little tntds^ 
«* _— ^_ touch the Aiding fiisUl 
•• Admire his eye tif*d horns, and paiafed maily* te*<. 
ve exprelfions peculiarly felicitous. 
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iSofity for ithe iMd)Iic8tion of Part L ooatsumng ^'ihk £co- 
mmif of Vegetation,'* ivfaich, on account of ibme expmi. 
nMACs, was ddajed until 1 79 f • On tbis occafion^ fae roans 
toLucfedus: 

<' It Ver> et Venus ; et Venerit praeAimcius ante 
' <* I^ennatiis graditar Zephyrus yeflig^ prdpter^ 
' « Vlom qmbas mater, prc^rgens ante Vial 
<* dmAa^lodbiiSBg^giis et odoribus oppkt.*^ 

At the beginning of Canto I. the genius of the place, 
the fcenery of which is borrowed from ^ garden, abaut a 
mile from Litchfrdd, where a <K>ld b^th wj^s ere^d by Sir 
John Fl^er, fdicit^ the appearance of the goddejTs who 
prefides over botany, who, on her defcent, is received bf 
Spring and the Elements* Then follows the explofion ^q| 
chaos, the revolotion of the ftars, the appearance of iight^ . 
ning, , tbe ndnbow, luminous flowers, the glow-w<nf9i^ 
fire-fly, eleftric-eel, medufa, fteamrcngine, &9. 

The following lines deferves great praife ; and not the 
lead merit is, that pofterior dificoverics feem to be iistft rea- 
lizing the prediftibns of the poet : 

** Soon (hall thy a>ai,-viroowque«L'« itcam! a£ur 

*< Drag the flow bargt, or drive the capid car ( ' 

^ Or onwide-wafiflgwingSy-expaqded, bear 

^ Thy flying chariot through the fields of air. 

*' ■ Fair crews triumphant leaning from above, 

** Shall wave their fluttering 'kerchiefs as they move ; 

** Or warrior*bands alarm the gaping crowd, 

** ^nd armies fhnny. beneath the (hadowy cloud. 

*' So mighty Hercules o'er many a cfime 

*< WavM his huge ioace in Virtue*s catliic fvbUme, 

*' Unmeafiir'd ftrength with early art cembiaM, 

<* Aw'd, fervM, protected, and amazM mankind.— ^r— 

« Firft," &c. • 

The fecond Canto commences with an addrds to die 
Cnombs. We then find the earth thrown from a volcano 



f^ the fim^ il#. atmofpber^ oceao^ at)d' jwrney throu^ 
ik^ zodiac are.dcfcxlbed. We then hear of primeral iflafidt^ 
jparadifei <>f lb« gi^dm age ; ihe firft great earthquakes, 
continenti raifed from the fea^ &c. 

The third/ and laft Canto, commences with an addrefs to 
the Nymphs ; next fiillo^s the theory of rain, add of tides ^ 
a& account of marine animals, rivers, boiling fountains in 
Iceland, and warm Medicinal fprisgs, fuch as Buxton, &e. 
&c. 

. It is eafy to percerre, in this, very interefting performance 
that Dr. Darwin has had fecourfe to the Roficrucian niachi<- 
siery, in hb ^* Botanic Garden,'' for the fame tealbn that 
Pope adopted it, in his celebrated poem of '* the Rape of 
the Lock." In the formation of the planets, he employs 
the dodrines of Bufibn ; in his natural hift«ry, he bends at 
the ihrine of the Swede, while he follows the new dofkrines 
iefpe£Hhg air, from the Frieftleiah and Lavdiferiaa fyftems^ 

A deep attention to botany, and a thorough eonviCtlon of 
the advantages arifing from fyfliem, induced Df . Darwin to 
turn his mind towards the idiproTcment of bis own profef- 
fioir, and to become, as it Were, thsf LiAns^us of Medicine. 
Imprefled with thisno^el idea^ in the be^iring of 1794 he 
puHiihed the fed roiume of his *» ZoOviomia, or the Law^ 
of Organic Lite,** in which, leaving his tofmtr work in 
poffeffion of the vegetable world, he propofe^ *^ to reduce 
*« the fa£is belonging to adknal fife int6 claAes, orders, ge<> 
<* nera, and fpeeieS ; and by comparing them with each 
«« other, U> UiUfatel the theory of difeafcs"* 

Much preliminary matter is given in feparate feftions, 
refpe£ling the immediate organs of fenfe ; and an able 
theory of ideas follows. We next meet with the laws of 
animal caujathn, and an exemplification of the tranlitions of 
irritative into fenfitive, and of fenfitive into voluntary mo- 
tions ; on this occafion, we find a diffcrtation on unperceived 

F ideaSy 
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^d^as, and learn, ** that all our perceptions arc ideas excited 
** by irritation, and fucceeded by fenfation.'* Refpe£Hng 
the dofltrines oi Jlimulus and exertion^ the author is a great 
advocate for the fyftem of the late unfortunate Dr. Brown, 
which he ably and amply elucidates and explains. 

Proceeding in an afcending ratio, he confiders fleep and 
tevery, giddinefs and drunkennefs ; with ah account of the 
<lifeafes arifing from the laft of thefe, &c. &c. 

In 1 796, vol. II. made its appearance ; and as the former 
^ay be confidered as ftri£t}y theoretical, this contains a 
pra£lical application of the principles, and is divided into 
two grand fedbions ; containihg, iirft, the nature and cure 
of particular difeafes \ and, fecondly, the operation of m6- 
jdicines. 

Of this work, it has been faid by a celebrated profeflbr 
of the medical art, that the " Zoonomia bids fair to do for 
*^ p.hyfic, what the Principia of Sir Ifaac Newton has done 
** lo< natural philofophy :" after this, ,\t would be folly to 
add our mite of praife. 

. Dr. Darwin now refides at Derby, where he enjoys an 
extenfive pra£lice, and univerfal efteem. While his ample 
and capacious mind grafps the grandeft operations 'of nature, 
he can yet condefcend to comparatively infinite fubjeAs, 
provided they be conne£led with human happinefs. A 
proof of this exifts in the attention lately paid by him to a 
fubjea in which the deajreft interefts of fociety are involved 
—the education of females — or the beft means of making 
afie£lionate daughters, good wives, and tender mothers ! 
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SIR GEORGE LEONARD STAUNTON, Bart. 

IS the fon of a gentleman, pf fmall fortune, in the kingdom 
of Ireland, and was fent by his parents, early in life, to ftudy 
medicine at Montpelier, where he took the degree of m. d. 
After he had finiOied his ftiidies, he repaired to London, 
where he employed himfelf in tranflating fome medical 
eflays, written {by Dr. Storck of Vienna ; and, with won- 
derful facility in the knowledge of different languages, he at 
the fame time drew up in French, for the Journal Etranger^ 
a comparifon between the literature of England and France. 

About the year 1762, Dr. Staunton embarked for the 
'WefWndies, as we find from a farewel letter written to 
him by the late Dr. Jc^fon, given by Mr. BofwelJ, in his 
life of th^t great man. This letter is replete with excellent 
advice, and does equal credit to the writer and the piiVfon to 
whom it is addreffed. 

Dr. S. refided for fome years in the Weft-Indies, where he 
acquired a genteel addition to his fortune by the pra£lice of 
phylick ; purchafed an eftate in Grenada, which he cultivat- 
ed ; and had the good fortune to obtain the friend{hi|) of 
the prefent Lord Macartney, governor of that ifland, to 
whom he a£led as fecretary, and continued in that capacity 
until the capture -of it by the French, when they both em- 
barked for Europe. Having ftudied the law. Sir George, 
while at Grenada, ferved the office of Attorney Genera 
of the ifland. 

Soon after Lord Macartney's arrival in England, he was 
appointed governor of Madrafs, and took Mr. S. with him 
(for he feems now to have loft .the appellation of DoHor) 
as his fecretary. In this capacity, Mr. S. had fevcral op- 
pprtunities of difplaying his abilities and intrepidity, parti- 

F 2 ciilarly. 
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cularly as one of the commiffioners fcnt to treat of peace 
ivith Tippoo Sultaun, and in the feizure of General Stuart» 
who fcemcd ta bayc b^qii preparing to aft by Lord Macart- 
ney as had been before done by the unfortunate Lord Pigot. 
Mr. S. ivat fcnt with a fmall party of feapoys to arreft the 
general, which he tSt£ttd with great fpirit and prude9ce> 
•and without bloodthed. 

r On his teturii tp England, the India Company fettled on 
him a penfion of. 500/. per annum, the king created him 9 
baronet of Ireland, and theUniverfity of Oxford conferred 
6n him the degree of L.L. D. 

It having been refolvcd to fend an embafly to China^ 
Ijord Macartney was feledied for that purpofe, and he took 
his old friend and countryman along with him, who was 
not only appointed fecretary to the embafiy, but had alfo 
the title of envoy-extraordinary and minifter-plenipotentir 
ary bellowed on him, in order to be able to fupply the place 
of the'ambaflador, in cafe of any unfortunate accident*. 

The events of this embafly, which on the whole proved 
^rather unpropitious, are well known, and are given to the 
public Itt two quarto volumes, written by Sir George */ 
When weconfider the fhort time he took to compile them^ 
and the fevere illnefs he a^ually laboured under at the time, 
and with which he was attacked foon after his return^ we 
cannot withhold our praife and approbation. 

As a further proof of the efte^m in which the India 
Company held Sir George Staunton, they appointed his fon* 
who accompanied him in the voyage, a writer to China ; 
and had the father's health permitted, he would again have 
attended Lord Macartney in fome honourable and confiden- 
tial ftation to his government at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The- 

* The Dutch Ead India Company have lince imdettaken a (iiDilar ein-« 
bafly, abd we underftand the very interefting mmative of it by VaIH 
BtAjLM^ will (hortly make its appearance in the Engliih language. 
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The memoirs of Sir George Staamon, if dranrd up at 
fdll kxigthi would e3dulAt a ftrcmg and ardeat inind^ labonf^ 
irtg occafionaliy under difficulties, and iuniiovttii:^ dangers 
by patience, talents, and intrepidity. His condud ii) tfa^ 
feiaure of General Stuart, demonflrates his refolution and 
pretence of mind ; and whea tireating Ivith Tippoo, he had 
the ^ddrefs to induce M. Suffrein to fufpend hoftilities, evefr 
before he had received advice frwii bis court of the treaty 
of peace being figned between Great Britain and France. 
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THE fttb]e£t of thii article from. h!s entbufiaftick ^nd 
cindiverted attachment to the religion and philbfbphy of 
Plato, has bejen calkd by different wiisers, ** the modern 
l^letho*,** <* the apoftle of Paganifmf/' and ^* the gentle 
pricft of England $." . ' 

Thb very fingular man was born in X#ondon, In the year 
175.8, of'bbfcure bnt wordiy parents; and though in his 
literary career he has accompiifhed Herculean labours, yet 
wc are informed that his body has bedn froni his childhood 
weak and difeafed; for at the early period of fix years of 
age, alarfifiing fydoptoms of a confumption induced his fami- 
ly to remove him for three years to StafFordfliire. Oh re- 
turning thence, in his nin£h year, he was fent to St. Paul's 
fchool, to be educated for a difflcnting minifter. Here, it 
feems, he foon gave indications of that contemplative turn 
of nwnd, and that averfion to merely verbal difquifitions, 

which 

* In the Second edition of the- Ciiriofitks of LktniUirt. 

f See Analytical Review of hit SallnO^ , 

i See Purfuits of Literature. 
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which have fince become fuch predominant features in his 
charadier. In proof of this, Mr. Ryder, one of the maf- 
ters of the fchool, whenever afentence occurred remarkably 
moral or grave, in any claf&ck which young Taylor was 
tranflating to him, would always preface it by faying to the. 
youthful Platonift : " Come, here is fomething worthy the 
•« attention of a philofopher *.'* The boy, indeed, was fo 
difgufted with the arbitrary manner in which the dead 
Janguages are taught ia that, as well as in all other public 
fchools, that he entreated, and at length prevailed on his 
father to take him home, and abandon his de/ign of edu- 
cating him for the miniftry. The parent complied indeed, 
but with great reluftance, as he confidered the office of a 
difTenting minifter, the mod defirable and the mod enviable 
employment upon earth ! 

About this time Mr. T. happened to become acquainted 
with a Mifs Morton, the eldeft daughter of a rrfpcftable 
coal merchant in Doftor's Commons, for whom, although 
he was but twelve years of age, he conceived fuch an at* 
tachment, as neither time nor diftance could difiblvc or 
impair. This young lady (his prefent wife) had received 
ah elegant education, and united with an agreeable porfbn, 
uucommon modefty, liberality, and artlefs manners. Mr, 
T^ has often declared that he was then as deeply in love 
as the moil famous hero of romance, and that to fee and 
converfe with his adored fair one, formed the very fummit 
of his wifhes. 

During Mr. T's refidence at home, while his father was 
yet undetermined as to his future fituation in life, he hap- 
pened to meet with Ward's Young Mathematician's Guide, 

and 

• Thus too, at an early period, one of the firft fcholars of the age dif- 
•oTered the critical turn of his mind : for when, on reading the Latin Tef^ 
Ument, at Jefus was printed inftead of ait Jefiuy he flirewdly conjeAored 
Uiat at mu A b^ a verb, and be derived from «o. 



MR. JAYLOR, THE PLATONIST. 7 1 

and was fo ftruck, in looking over the book, with the fin- 
gularity of negative qttantities when multiplied together 
producii^g f^tive ones, that he immediately conceived a 
ftrong defire to become acquainted with mathematidcs. 
His father, however, who was deeply (killed in modern 
theplpgy, but utterly unacquaintejd ' with this fublime and 
mod ufefttl fpecies of learning, was, it feems, averfe to 
his fon's engaging in fuch a cojirie of. ftudy ; but Mr^T's 
ardour foon enabled him to triumph over all oppofition, by 
devoting the hours of reft to mathematical lucubrations, 
though to accomplifli this he was obliged to conceal a tinder'- 
hx Knder his pillow. 

To this early acquaintance with thofe leading branche^s 
of mathematical fciences, arithmetick, algebra, and geo- 
metry, Mr. T. afcribes his prefent unrivalled attachment 
tp.the philofophy of Plato, aad a]l th^ fubftantial felicity of 
his life. 

About this time, viz. at the age of fifteen, Mr. T. was 
placed under an uncle-in-law at Sheernefs, who Jiappeoed 
to be one of the oncers of that, dock yard. Her^ 4$ his 
h\(\xx^ hours, whiph iit^ere but few, he (till purfued the ftu- 
dy of the fpeculative part of mathexpaticks ; for he was of 
opinion that thofe fciences were d^grad^d when applied tp 
pra^ical ^air§, M^ithout then knowing that the fame fenti- 
ipent had been adopted by Pythagoras, Plato, ^nd Archi- 
medes. Here, likewife, he read Bolingbroke and Hume, 
and by ftudying their works became a convert to the fcepti- 
calphifofppfjy. 

The behaviour, however, of his unclerin-law was fo 
very tyrannical, and his opportunities fpr the acquifitipn 
were fo very inadequate to his thirft for knowledge, that 
;^fter having been in what he confidered ai ft^te of flay^ry 
during three years, he determined tp br^ak his fetters, and, 

as 



afr be could find no othtr refuge from oppfeffion, caft him* 
ki{ onct mor^ into the arms of the church. 

For this puq;>efe he Idft Sheet nela, and be(?amQ» during 
the fpace of two years, a pupil of one of the mod celo^ 
brated diflenting proaichers. Under tins gentleman be re- 
covered his knowledge of the rudiments of the Latin afid 
Greek tongues, but made oo great advances In (he attain- 
ment of thofe languages, as his mind, naturally propenfe 
to the ftudjr of things^ required an uncommon ftimuiiis» 
to make it ftoop to an attention to words. This ftimulus^ 
the philofophy of Plato and Ariftotle could alone infpire. 

Mr. T. it feems, during this courfe of minifterial ftudj 
renewed with redoubled ardour his acquaintance with Mifa 
M« ; and what indeed is fingular in the extreme, was able 
to unite in amicable league, courtihip and ftudy. Hence 
he applied himfelf to Greek and Latin in the day^ paid his 
addrefTes to his fair one in the evening, and had the cou- 
rage to begin and read through the Latin quarto of Sim- 
fon*s Conic Se£kions at night. 

About this time Mr. T. entered on die ftudy of the mo- 
dern philofophy, and thinking himfelf qualified by his 
knowledge of the more abftrufe parts of mathematicks, to 
underftancl the fyftem of the univerfe as delivered in the 
Principia of Newton, he began. to read that difficult work. 
We are informed, however, that he foon clofed the bode 
with difguft, exclaiming << Newton is indeed a great mathe- 
♦* matician, but no philofopher !" He was principally in- 
duced it feems to form this conclufion, by Sir Ifaac's affer- 
tion * ** that every the leaft poffible particle of matter oi: 
«< body, attrads all bodies at all diftances ) that the being, 
** whatever it is, that attrads or impels bodies towards each 
^^ other, proceeds from thof? bodies to which it belongs, 

• Prop. 6. 7. k 8. L. 3. 
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^ aftd penetrated tke 1rh($le fubftance of the bodies on which 
<< it z&s.^ . It appeared to him, that from this aflertion it 
muft in^vitaUy follow, diat bodies aOt imhiediateiy or by 
themfelvesi without the intervention of any other beings 
in a phce where they are not, fince attraction is the imme" 
Jiate zStion of attraftmg bodies ; that they thus a£t in many 
phces at the fame time $ that they penetrate each other $ 
and that theleaft particle of matter is extended as far as the 
limits of the univerfe : all which confequences he confider* 
ed as glaringly abfurd. 

Thus far the ftream of Mr. T's life may be faid to hay^ 
nm with an equal tenour, limpid, and unruffled, compared 
with its courfe in the fucceeding period, in which it refenl-^ 
bled fome' dark river rolling with impetuous rage to the 
main. 

The time now drew nigh, in which Mr. T* was to leave 
his fair one for the univerfity. But as her father, in hi& 
abfence, intended to marry her to a man of ' large fortune^ 
who had made her the ofier of his hand, Mifs M. t6 fecurd 
herfelf from the tyrannical exertion of parental authority, 
generoufly confented to unite herfelf to our philofopher, on 
condition that nothing further than the mafriage ceremony 
took place, till he had finiflied his ftudies at Aberdeen. 
This he immediately aflented to, and the indLSbluble knot 
was tied. 

But when the fates are adverfe, how vain arc fhe moft 
prudent proje£is ! how unfortunate the moft generous in- 
tentions ! The low cunning of Mr. T's mother-in.-law dis- 
covered the fecret, foon after the union of the platonic 
pair ; wiio, from a combination of ecclefiaftical indigh^ 
tioh with parental rage, were for a time expofed to tlie 
infult of undeferved reproach, and the bitterhefs of real 
diftrefs. 

We are happy to find, however, that Mr. and Mrs. T. . 
exculpate their parents on this occafion : Mr. T. entirely 
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afcribing his father's condud to the malicious mifreprefent- 
ation of his mother-in-law, and the anger of the church, 
and Mrs. T* to* the unnatural and felfiih condu£); of fome 
of her very near relations. 

Whetlier Mr. T's great averfion to preibyterians and 
preflpyterian minifters, originated in this or fomc other 
circumftance, we are unable to determine. -Certain, how- 
ever, it is, that he has ever fince confidered the clergy of 
this defcription, as men implacable in their refentments, 
whom neither pity can foften, nor penitence appeafe j aod 
has often been heard to fay, that of all the chriilian fefls, 
the members of the church of England are the. beft, and 
the prefbyterians the word. 

Such indeed was the dillreiTed Situation of this young 
couple at this period, that we are informed they had no 
more than feven fhillings a week to fubfift on, for nearly a 
twelvemonth ! This was owing to the bafe artifice of one of 
Mrs. T's relatives, who was left executor, and who pre- 
vailed on her father, at this time in a dying ftate, to let him 
pay her what he had left her as he pleafcd. Mr. T. en- 
deavoured indeed to obtain employment as an ufher to a 
boarding-fchool ; but it was fome time before he was able 
to efFeiSt this,- as he was abandoned both by friends and re- 
latives^ and could not even bprrow ten (hillings and fix- 
pence, which it feems is the ufual fee of thofe who procure 
fuch fituations. 

At length he was feparated from his partner in affliclion, 
and fettled as ufiier to a boarding-fchool at Paddington. As 
his embarraflments were fuch, that he was unable to rcr 
move Mrs. T. from Camberwell, where flie then refided, 
and the only time he was permitted to fee her was on Sa- 
turday afternoon, he could enjoy but IJttle of her company. 
This little, however, was doubtlcfs dear in proportion to 
its brevity, and the remembrance of pad pain would, it^may 

be 
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be prefumed) be loft in the overflowings of reciprocal 
love. 

Mrs. T's ^SeStion was^ indeed, as we are informed^ fo 
great for her unfortunate hufband, that though then in a 
ftate of pregnancy, fee almoft deprived herfelf of the ne- 
ceflaries of life, that fee might purchafe out of her weekly 
pittance of fcven feillings a comfortable dinner for Mr. T- 
on Saturday; and letters, it feems, during this painful Re- 
paration pafled between them, replete with fentimcnts 
which exprefs the moft tender and difintereftcd regard. 

Mr. T. however, finding the (ituation of an ufeer in it- 
fclf extremely difagrceable, and when attended with fuch 
a reparation from his partner in calamity, intolerable, de- 
termined if poffible to obtain a lefs irkfome employment 5 
and at length, by the exertions of his few friends, he ob- 
tained a clerk's place in a refpe^able banking-houfe in the 
city. In this fituation, however, he at firft fuffered great- 
ly ; for as his income was but fifty pounds a year, and this 
paid quarterly, and as he had not any money to fpare for 
himfelf, and could not from his embarraflments quit his 
lodging at Camberwell, he was unable to procure nutri- 
ment in the courfe of the day, adequate to the great labours 
he endured. Hence, he was fo exhaufted by the time he 
had reached home in the evening, that he frequently fell 
fenfelefs on the floor.' 

We are informed that Mr. T. foon after he was fettled 
in this new employment, took a houfe at Walworth, by the 
affiftance of a friend, who had been his fchoolfellow ; find- 
ing a refidence at fome fmall diftance from town, neceflary 
for his own health and that of Mrs. T. and much more fa- 
vourable to the cultivation of his mind, of which he never 
feems to have loft fight, even amidft the laflitude of bodily 
weaknefsy the pain incident to uncommon fatigue, and the 
immediate prcifure of want. 

About 
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Abaut this time Mr. T's ftudieS) it fceme, were chipfljr 
confined to chejniftry. Of all the authors in this branch of 
natural philofophy, he was moil attached to Becher, whofe 
Phjftca Subterranea he read with great avidity, and became 
a complete convert to the do£lrines of that illudrious che- 
mift. He did not, however, negle£l mathematicks ; but, 
in confequence of having thought much on the quadrature 
of the circle, and believing he had difcovered a method by 
which the reftification of it might be geometrically, though 
not arithmetically, obtained, he found means to pubHth « 
quarto pamphlet on that fubjeft, which he entitled " A new 
Method of reafoning in Geometry." The fubftance of thitf 
pamphlet, as it did not attract the attention of the public^ 
he has fince given to the world in a note, in the firft vo* 
lume of his tranflation of Proclus on Euclid. 

Hitherto Mr. T.'s ftudics may be confidered as merely 
preparatory to thofe fpeculations, which were to diftinguifii 
him in the literary world ; at leaft, they are confidered iu 
this light by the followers of Plato. It appears too,, that, 
without knowing it, he was led to the myftic difcipline of 
that fublime philofopher, in the exaft order prefcribed by 
his difciples 5 for he began with ftudyiftg the works of Arif- 
totle. He was induced, it feems, to engage in this courfe 
of ftudy, by a paflage in Sir Kenelm Digby's treatife *' on 
" Bodies and Man's Soul," in which he fays, •* that the 
«* name of Ariftotle ought never to be mentioned by fcho- 
*' lars but with reverence, on account of his incomparable 
*• worth.** This etilogium from a man who was very far 
from being a Peripatetick, determined Mr. T- to enter on 
the ftudy of Ariftotle, as foon he could procure any of his 
works, and had fufficiently recovered his knowledge of 
Greek. 

By a fortunate circumftance, he foon met with a copy of 
that philofdphcr's Phyficks, and before he had jead a page, 

was 
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. was fo epainojured with his pregnant brevity^ accuracyi and 
depth) th^t herefolvqd to make the ftudy of Ariftotle'sphi- 
lofophy the great bufinefs of his life. Such, indeed, was 
his avidity to accomplifli this defign, that he/ was foon able 
to read that great mafter in the original ; and has oftetl 
been heard to fay, that he learned Greek rather through 
the Greek philofophy, than the Greek philofophy through 
Greek. 

However, as he was engaged every day in the banking- 
. houfe till at leaft feven in the evening, and fometimes till 
nine or ten, he was obliged to devote part of the night to 
.ftudy. Hence we iare informed, that for feveral years, 
while he was at the banker's, he feldom went to bed before 
two or three o'clock in the morning; and having, by con- 
templative habits, learned to diveft himfelf during the time 
.which he fet apart for ftudy of all concern about the com- 
mon afiairs of life, his' attention was not diverted from 
Ariftotlc, either by the inconveniencies arifing from his 
(fender income, or folfcitude about the bufinefs of the dayj 

By the ai&ftance of Ariftotle's Greek Interpreters, there^ 
fcM^e, Mr. T. read the Phyficks, books de Anima^ de Coeh, 
JLiOgic, Morals, and Metaphyfics, of that philofopher : for, 
in the opinion of Mr, T. a man might as reafonably expe£l 
to underft and Archimedes, who had never'read Euclid, as 
to comprehend either Ariftotle or Plato, who wrote ohfcurely 
from difigny without the afRftancc of their Greek commen- 
tators. Hence he has often been heard to fay, that the 
folly of negleAing the* iftvaliiable commentaries of the an- 
cients, on thofe philofophers, is only to be equalled by the 
arrogance of fuch as affe£l to defpife them; fince thefe 
interpreters poflSsfled a traditional knowlege of tKe Greek 
jphilofophy, had books to cbnfult on that fubjefl: which arc 
now loft, fpeot their whole lives in the ftudy of it, were 
men of the decpeft erudition, and muft be infinitely better 

qualified 
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qualified to explain the meaning of the text of Plato an^ 
Ariftbtlc, than any modern can pretend to be, becaufe the 
Greek was their native tongue. Mr. T. even carries his 
attachment to thefe interpreters fo far as to affert^that from 
the oblivion in which they have been fo long concealed, 
the philofophy of Plato and Ariftotle has not been accu- 
rately underftood, for upwards of a t;^oufand years. 

Mr. T. therefore, who, by divefting himfelf at night of 
thofe habits of bufinefs which he had been contra£^ing in 
the day, may be faid in this refpeft to have refembled Pe- 
nelope, made it a conftant rule to digeft what he had learn- 
ed from Ariftotle, while he was walking about witK bilh. 
This, when he was once jnafter of his employment, he 
accomplifhed with great facility, without either committing 
miftakes, or retarding his bufinefs. We are, indeed, in- 
formed from good authority, that while in that department, 
he was always diftinguifhed for accuracy and difpatch. 

Mr. T. having in this manner applied himfelf to the ftndy 
of Ariftotle, and pr^fuming that he was fufficiently inftruA- 
ed in his philofophy, betook himfelf to the more fublime 
fpeculations of Plato ; confidering the Peripatetic difcipline, 
when compared with that of Plato, as bearing the relation 
of the lefs to the greater myfteries': and in this light it 
feems, the two philofophies were alfo confidcred by the beft 
of the Platonifts. 

Mr. T. had not long entered on the ftudy of Plato, be- 
fore he met with the works of Plotinus, which he read, wc 
are told, witii an infatiable avidity, and the moft rapturous 
delight, notwithftanding the obfcurity of his diftion, and 
the profundity of his conceptions. After having been well 
imbued in the doftrincs of Plotinus, he betook himfelf to 
the fix books of Proclus, on the Theology of Plato, a work 
which he found to be fo uncommonly abftrufc, that he has 

been ^ 
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4^ been. heard to fay, he did not thoroughly underftand it, till 
he had read it thrice over. 

• While he was engaged in the ftudy of Proclus, who ap- 
pears upon the whole to be of all the Platonifts Mr. T's 
greateft favourite, the celebrated Mrs. Woolftoncraft, and. 
her friend Mifs Blood, relided with our philofopher for near- 
ly three months. Mr. T. has been known to obferve of 
Mrs. W. that during her ftay with him, he thought her a 
very modcft, fenfible, and agreeable young lady •, that (he 
often heard him explain the do£lrines af Plato, and was al- 
ways, pleafed with his converlation on that fubje£i:^ but 
confefled herfelf more inclined to an a£tive than a contem- 
plative life. She often too complimented him on the tran- 
quillity of his manners, and ufed to call the little room 
which he made his ftudy, " the abode of peace." 

Mr. T. obferved, that he afterwards called on her when 
flie lived in George-ftrect, and that he has there drunk wine 
with her out of a Ua cup ; Mrs. W. remarking at the time, 
tha^ (he did not. give herfelf the trouble to think whether a 
wine-glafs was not a necefTary utenfil in a houfe. He ad- 
ded, he has heard her fay, " that one of the conditions Ihe 
" (hpuld make previous to marriage, with t;he man flie in- 
*« tended for her hufband, ^ould be this — that he (hould ne- 
•* vcr prefume . to enter the room in which (he was fitting-, 
• «♦ till he had firft knocked at the door.'^ 

But to return from thefe eccentricities, which would 
not have been worthy of remark in a woman of lefs merit, 
tp our Platonift. When Mr. T. had been nearly fix years 
at the banking-houfe, he became fo difgufted with the 
fervility of the employment, and found his health fo mydi 
impaised from the combination of fevere bodily and mental 
efforts, added to an incurable diforder in the bladder, which 
he had laboured under for a long time, that he determined 

to 
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to emancipate himfelf, if poffiblc^ from OzYtty, tnd Hto 
by the exertion of his talents. 

In brder t6 effc£t this> lie turned his attention to a fub- 
yeSt, which he had often thought on' in the days of hit 
youthi viz* the poffibility of making a perpetual lamp / at 
he was convinced from Licetus and fiifliop Wilkins, that 
fuch lamps had been conftrufied by the ancients. He be« 
gan, therefore, to make fome experiments with phofphoniSy 
determming for a while to defcend from mind to matter^ 
and ftoop in order to conquer. In the courfe of thefe c%* 
periments, he found that oil and fait boiled together, in a 
certain proportion, formed a fluid, which when phofpho^ 
Tus was immerfed in it, both preferved and increafed iti 
iplendor. 

In confequerce of this difcovery, he exhibited at the Free 
Mafons'- tavern a fpecimen of phofphoric light, fufficient 
to read by at the diftance of a yard $ but the room in which 
this was {hewn being fmall, and very warm from the wta* 
tber, and the number of perfons that came to fee it, the 
phofphorus caught fire, and thus raifed a prejudice againft 
the invention, which could never afterwards be removed. 
This exhibition, however, procured Mr. T. fuch friends^ 
as at length enabled him to emancipate himfelf from the 
banker's, ahd procure fubfiftence for himfelf and bis fami- 
ly by literary toil. 

His firft effort after this, to emerge from obfcurity, was 
by compoCng twelve Ledures on the Platonic phikrfbphy, 
at the requeft of Mr. tlaxman, the'ftatuary, who had been 
one of the auditors of Mr. T's Lcflure on light, and who- 
very benevolently permitted him to read his Leftures in the 
largcft room of his houfe. He likewife procured for him 

fome 

* This, wc arc informed, was principally through the means of Mr. Qto. 
Cumberland, the author of feveral ingenious works. 
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fame Very refpcftablc auditoiB^ fuch as. Sir William For-» 
djce, the Hon. Mr$. Daxxier, Mrs. CoCwzj, Mr« Romney, 
&c. Bet. and was the means of his becoming acquainted 
with Mr. Bennet Langton, well known for his great inti- 
macy with the late Dr. Johnfoh. 

To this gentleman he read' his Platonic Ledures, with 
which Mr. L. was fo much pleafed, as likcwi£e with the 
conTcrfaiio^ and uncommon application which our Platonift 
had given to ftiidy, that he at len^h mentioned him to the 
king, under the appellation of a gigantic reader y in hopes 
that the rays of royal attention might be (b ftrongly col* 
leded upon him, as to diffipate the obfcurity in which he- 
was then involved, and give additional vigou,r and ardour to 
fais purfttits. Mr. L. it feems, mentioned him thrice to his 
majefty, who was pleafed \q enquire after his family, and to 
exprefs his admiration 6f Mr. T^s ardour and perfcvcrancc 
Th the purfuit of knowlege, in a fituation fo imfavourabie 
to its acquiiStion as that of a banker's clerk ^ but we do not 
fittd that this well-meant efibrt on the part of Mr. L. pror 
curcd our Platonift any patronage from the tiironc. 

About this time, Mr. T. became acquainted with Mr. 
William Meredith of Harley-place, a circumftancc which, 
he juftly confiders as forming, by far, one of the moft. inii^ 
portant and fortunate events of his life. This gentleman, as 
we are informed, in addition to an ample fortune, pofleflbs 
a moft elegant and liberal mind *, and though concerned in^ 
a very extenfive trade, h»s found leifure for the ftudy of the 
bed Engliih writers, and the beft Englifh tranflations ,q£ 
the works of the ancients. He Ijccame deeply enamoured 
with the ao£lnhes of Plato, from reading Mr. Sydenham'* 
tranflatkm of fome of that philofopher's dialogues ; and this 
fondnefs for "^lato, at length occafioned hi3 attachment to 
Mr. Taylor. 

We are happy in being able to affure the public on good 
authority, that under the very noble and fingnlar gationage 

G qC 



82 MR. TAYLOR, THE PLATONIST. 

of this gentleman, and his brother Mr. George Mere-* 
dith, Mr* T. was enabled to give the world his tranflation of 
** the Hymns of Orpheus," the " Commentaries of Pro- 
" clus on Euclid," and *< the Fable of Cupid and Pfyche.** 
The abilities of the latter of thefe gentlemen in the art he 
profcfles *, and his knowledge of the Gothic archite£lure, 
which he has difplayed in many beautiful drawings, have 
feldom been equalled, and will^ rarely be excelled. We 
likcwife do not in the leaft doubt . but that Mr. T. in the 
courfe of his ftormy life, has experienced the liberality of 
thefe gentlemen upon occafions with which wc are entirely 
unacquainted. 

While Mr. T. was engaged, under the patronage ^of 
MefTrs. W. and G. M. in tranflating and illuftrating at his 
leifure hours the commentaries of Proclus (for the princi- 
part of his time was employed in teaching the Claifics), 
the Marquis de Valady took up his refidence for three 
or four months at Mr. T's houfe- As the public have al- 
ready been much gratified with anecdotes f of this Angu- 
lar chara£):er, and particularly with his adventures with 
Mr. T. we fhall infert in addition to thofe, the following 
particulars, which our Platonift has bpen heard to men- 
tion refpedlihg him. 

The Marquis, who profeffed himfelf a rigid Pythagorean, 
under the notion that a community of pofleffions in ever^ 
thing was perfeftty Pythagoric, often converfed with Mr. 
T. on this fubjeft, and once alked him, if he did not think 
it confiflcnt with Pythagorean friendfhip, for the wife of 
the married to be fhared by the unmarried fti^nd ? The 
hint was broad, but Mr. T. thought proper not to take it ; 
on the contrary, he feverely reprobated the idea, as en- 
tirely foreign fjrom that purity of conduft which form$ 
the bafis of the Pythagoric and Platonic philofophy. 

* Architedure. 

f Scr. " Biographical Anecdotes of the Founders of the French Rcpub- 
lj€k.'» VoJ. I. ' 

He 
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He likcwife once told Mr. T. that if he had a fon, he 
(hould make him, as fooh as he had the proper ufe of his 
limbsi climb a high tree every morning for his breakfaft, 
and afterwards iBing him into a river, in order to learn him 
to fwim. 

Dining once at Mr. Bennet Langton's with Mr. T. Mr. 
(now'Dr.) Burncy, and many other eminent fcholars, he 
exclaimed to his friend, as foo'n as he left the houfe, " God 
'* keep me 'from Critics !" This was occafioned by a dif- 
pute which arofe at that time refpedling the propriety of 
the epithet ocean Jfream^ which Mr. T. had made ufe of in 
his tranflation of oiie of the Orphic hymns. Mr. T. urged 
in his defence, that this epithet was employed by Homer, 
Hefiod and Plato. To this Dr. B. replied, that Homer in- 
deed had the expreffion uxutvoy aVIa^a^, the ocean-river^ but 
that a river was not a Jlreant. Mr. T. then obferved, that 
thefe words were cbiifidered as fynonimous by no lefs poets 
than Milton and Sir' John Denham. By Milton, when 
fpeaking of the leviathan (Paradife Loft, book L), he fays, 

« ;— — -. or that fca beaft 

*< Leviathanj whom God of all his works 
«* Created hugcft, that fwim th* •««« ^r*<»a»." 

And by Denham in the firft of thofe. famous lines on the 
Thames: 

** O could I flow like thee, and make thy f ream 
" My great ezempUr, as it U my theme.** 

The genius of the Marquis feemed naturally inclined to 
war. Whenever he went to bed, he was heard to repeat 
as he was going up ftairs, thofe animated lines of Neptune 
to the Greeks, from the Iliad by Pope : 

*< Ondaftards, dead to fame, 

' " 1 waftc no anger, for they fe^l no (hame l.V 

And if ever any one attempted to prove that modern war- 
riors were equally herbic with the ancient ones, he would 

indignantly exclaim, in the words of Minerva to Tydides : 

Q 2 S\id\ 
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« gich Tjde^s w^, 9n4 fii?h !|is n»rti|J Sfe j 
<f Go^s ! bow^e foi^ degeaerates froqi (hf fire !*' 

Wc find that Mr* T. foon ^ftcr the M^rqui? left hm$ 
c^e into the pofleflion of (ix qx feyer> hundred poim4«> in 
confequence of the dfsath of a relation of his wife- A 
confiderable p^rt of this, it feems, Mr, T. fpent in rpKcv-? 
ing the ncccffitie? of hi$ own relatipn? j but wa« ^9t fuf^ 
ficiently a m^ of the wo|r}d to know how to 4ifpQfe of the 
ren^aining p^rt of it to hi$ f^wn advantage. About five op 
fi^ years ^fter ^hiS( he again feeois to h^Y^ I«ibpiired ihuMip 
the prepare of want ; to relieve which> with incredible di- 
ligence, he tranfla^d^ ;^nd illuftrated with copious inti^^ 
idu£lipns and fome not^s, fiv^ of the naofl: ab^rufe of l^v*. 
to's Dialoguesi in the fhprt fpac^ pf ^boiit (even iponthi I 
the copy of which he fold fpr nP.mPTe th^n forty poiin^B I 

Aft^r thi^, h|p wrote hif " Diflertation pn the EileuSnian 
i^ and Bapchic My^ti^s/' in cpnfeqn^nce of fome cc^pfi-? 
ienUp inforffiatipn q» that fubjeflk whiph he had obtaiiH54 
fvpm the pernf^l of thice Qr^^l? jnfinufcTipts in the ^n&k 
Mufeum. . One of thef^n it fcigma^ is the Cpminentary of 
Proclus on the Parmenide^ pf Vh^Ot dn4 i^ ^ foUo yohime 
confiding, of upwards of five hundved pages. Hiis with 
the other two, which are likewife folio vojumies of no in« 
confiderable fi;ze, Mr. T. had the courage to copy fpr his 
own private ufe. 

Shortly after this, he tranflated the Platonic Salluft ^* On 
" thfD Gpds and the World '" the *< Pythagoric Sentences 
** of Dpmophilusj" and Five Hymns of Proclus: libw 
wife Two Orations of the Emperor Julian ; and Five Books 
of Plotinus : all which, we are informed, he fold for no 
piore than twenty pounds ! 

But the mpft laborious of all his undertakings, and for 
which he feems to have received lefs in proportion than fo^ 
any of his other publications, was his traniUtion pf Phvh 
fanias. When this tafk was firft propofed ta Mr. T. by the 

bookfeUer^ 
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book£elkr» Mr. Samuel Patterfoni well knot^n to the lite^ 
my y/f&AA by (tyttnl v^tf ingeiiioas poblieations^ hapfien- 
ili^tobe pr^ftiK^ obfened, << that it tras <!notigh te break a 
marfft h^art/' " 0(«j>licd the bookfellef) nothing will 
bteak the heari of Mr. T P' This Herculean labout our 
Platonift accomplifhed in the fpace of ten months^ though 
the nm^B ard et fuch M exteAt, and (o full of uneoihmon- 
fy Aftnife Hiaf ning^ tb^C the contpofitioA of them n^ight be 
fuppfofed it h2tf6 fikeft Up a iftuch longer time. For that 
arduous work, 'Wt aliftdft btufli' to fay^ Mh T. received no 
liloi^e thvA fiify pofttfd^ 5 and we ate grieted to add, that 
his health was greatly injuted by his ^i^cefBve application 
on that occafion. We are indeed informed, that the debi- 
lity of his body bdcamc fo extreme after this, that at tifnes 
he wat incapable of smy exertion 5 and what is fingular, he 
ha^ tv€t fince bcefi defwrtV^d of the ufe of Mi forefinger in 
writing. 

Our Platonift, however, in a fhort tim6 exhibited art in- 
dubitable proof that he pofTeffcs an ardour whick riefther 
toil Can abatd, embarraflhicAtd iftpede, riof even deMKty 
extingmfli •, and which, like gmfpdwder fef rrtt fife, feenrt 
to^tHfe with renewed vigour, in prdportioA a^ it h^ been 
comprefed. NotvtTthftaUcfing the extreme laflSttrde of hi^ 
whole bodily I frame, and the difficulty with which he was 
able to write, he engaged, under flie patronage of an ano- 
nymous gentleman of fortune, tcf tt^tiHttt atl thofe dia- 
logues of Plato which have not b^en clothed in our native 
drefs by Mr. Sydenham and others,- together with his epif- 
ties, in order that by revifirtg what bad been already done, 
he might give the whole of 1?hfo to the world in an Bnglifh 
garb. This great undertakiilg we underftand he' accom- 
pliflied in the fpace of about two years ; and the work now 
only waits for a liberal patronage to be made publk. 

Under 
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Under the patrbtfage too of the fame gentleman, he has 
tranflatfed the gteater part of ,Ariftotle*s Niceanomacbaen 
Ethics, and at prefent we hear MefTrs. W. and G. Meredith 
have engaged him to tranflate Ariftotlc's Metaphyfics, of 
which he has already nearly accompliflied the three firft 
books'. 

We are like wife happy to inform the public, from good 
authority, that Thomas Brand Hollis, efq, has been for ma- 
ny years very much attached to our Platonift ; that he fre- 
quently invites him to his table ; and that he has always 
ihewn himfelf aftivc in promoting his welfare, though wc 
are uncertain as to the time when Mr. T's intimacy with 
Mr, Hollis commenced. , , n 

We (hall only add, that Mr. T. is at prefent afliftant A;- 
crctary to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
nufa^ures, and Gommerce ; a (ituation which he obtained 
by a very confiderable majority of votes, through the uncom- 
mon exertions of his friends ; and that prior to this, fome of 
them had procured him a fituation in one of the public of-, 
fices, to the fatigues of which finding his ftrength by no 
means adequate, and the employment appearing to him ex- 
tremely fervile, he relinquiflied it almoft immediately a&er 
his nomination, and compofed the following lines on the' 
occaGon : 

To cv*ry power that reigns on high. 

Swifter than light my thanks, (hall flf. 

That, from the B***'s dark dungeons free, 

1 once more hail fweet liberty. 

For fare, 1 ween, fate ne*cr me doom'd 

To be *midft fordid cares entomb'd. 

And vilely wafte in groveling toil 

The mid-day blaze and midnight oil, 

To fome poor darkling deflc confin'd ; 

While the wing'd energies of mind 

Opprefs*d and crufli'd, and yanqui(h*d lie. 

And lofe at length the power to fly« 

A doom 
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A doom like this be his alone, 
To whom truth's charms were never known; 
Who many fleeplefs nights has rpent> 
In fchemes full fraught with cent, per cent* 
The flave of av'rice, child of care, 
And loft to ail that's good and fair. 



GENERAL MELVILLE, 



A Man of amiable manners, and extenfive information, 
is the fon of a Scotch gentleman of fmall fortune. Enter- 
ing early into the army, at the beginning of the war of 
1756, he had riiCen to the rank of major, in the 38th, or 
Durore's, regiment of foot ; withi which regiment he em- 
barked for the Weft-Indies, and ferved under- General Hop- 
fon when that officer made his unfuccefsful attack on Mar- 
tinico. 

The army having after this proceeded to Guadaloupe, the 
major ferved under General Barrington in the redu£tion of 
that place \ and when Fort-Royal was taken, he was ap- 
pointed to command it. No fooner was he invefted with 
this poft, than he was immediately attacked by the enemy ; 
but by a judicious fally he forced their entrenchments, and 
fpiked their cannon. On this occafion the commandant was 
wounded, but not fo as to preclude him from the ex'ercife of 
his talents, for he was entrufted by the conqueror with the 
office of lieutenant-governor of the ifland. 

Soon after thisj he was made lieutenant-colonel of the 
38th regiment, which, we believe, is the laft regimental ^ro^ 
motion he obtained in the army. 

On the eftablilhment of the governments of the ceded 
iflands upon the peace, Colonel Melville was appointed go- 
vernor of Grenada, in which capacity he rcfided on the fpot 
for feveral years, and acquired a handfome eftate there. 

•WWIe 
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While in this fituation, he was Jhoiioared with the local 
rank of major-general in the Wcft-?ndics, and has fince 
rifen to the full rank of general iathe army, to which ftati- 
on he was promoted in 1 780. 

This gentleman's ample fortime> and the tmfortunate * 
accident which deprived him of his fight, have rendered 
any profitable port in the army on the one hand unnecefiTary, 
and on the other irapraflicable, \ 

Since his return from the Weft-Indies, the general has 
aflbciated much with the literary world, and to hb honour 
be it fpoken, has been very a3ive in promoting public' cha^ 
rities of all kinds, of which the prefent flourifhing ftate 
of the Scots' corporation is a ftrong evidence. He has alfo 
written two ox three muck efteemcd papers for the Royal 
Society, of which he is a member ; thefe are to be met 
with in the Philofophical Tranfadiions. 

When Tobago was relinquiflied at the peace of 1783, 
General Melville and Sir William Youngc were fent to 
France by the proprietors of lands in that iiland, to folicit 
fome terms in their fa¥our, as it had been ceded without the 
necefiary ftipulations for their property. Their miffion^ 
although not completely fuccefsful^ was on the whole prof* 
perous. 

While General Melville governed Grenada^ a party was 
formed, and fome complaints were tranfmitted home againft 
him : it is but candid, however, to fuppole, what erery one 
perfonally acquainted with that gentleman will be nxrfl rea- 
dily difpofed to believe, that 00 this, as on every other oc- 
cafion, he condu&ed himfelf, with a due regard to propriety. 

The General is a man of very liberal principles, both in 
refped: to politics and religion, having voted at the Weft.* 
minfter eleftion for John Home Tooke, efq* and been one 
of the fubfcribers to Mr. David Williams's chapel, in Mor- 
timer-ftreet. 

We 

* This melancholy event occurred in confequence of the cxplofion of 
J&we gun-powdcr, wh'de in a£hul ferrkc. 
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We have only to add, that he is uncommonly fkilled in 
military aflFairSy and that his general converfation it rarely to 
be equalled for its fluency and propriety. 



BEILBY PORTEUS, D.D. 

LORD BISHOP OP LONDON. 

RELIGION, in looking round among her mod brilliant 
ornaments, and moft powerful advocates of the prefcnt age, 
can hardly fix upon a more favourite objefl:, than the very 
amiable and truly primitive prelate, who now claims our 
notice. Far be it from us to depreciate the merits of any 
divine, much Icfs to exalt the charaftcr of one member of 
the epifcopacy at the expence of another. Still we are con- 
fident, that all ranks and parties will agree with us in fay- 
ing, that a more beautiful pi£lure of genuine chriftian (im- 
plicitv, united with epifcopal dignity, ^as never exhibited 
to public obfervation, than in the fubjeft of this biographi- 
cal iketch. 

Dr. Beilby Porteus is a native of Yorkfliire, and was 
bom about 1731* His father was a reputable tradefman, 
who, after giving his fon a good education, at the grammar 
fchool of Rippon, under the Rev. Mr. Hyde, fent him to 
Cambridge, where he was entered of Chrift's College. 
In this refpeclaWc focicty he diftinguiflied bimfelf by an af- 
fiduous application to his (tudies, dire^ing them in an efpe- 
cial manner to that facrcd funftion for which he had an 
early predileftion, and in which he has fince fo eminently 
flione. 

He took his degree of B.A. in 175^^ and in the courfe of 
the fame year gained one of the medals given for the beft 
claflical cfiay by the Duke of Newcaftle, then Chancellor 
of the Univerfity. 

March 
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March 14, 1754, he was appointed one of the Efquire 
Beadles of the Univerfity, which office he refigncd July 3, 
1755, and in the fame year he took his degree of Mafter 
of Arts. Nearly about this period he was elefted Fellow of 
his College, and was made one of the preachers at White- 
hall chapel. In 1759, ^^ obtained the Seatonian prize, 
for the beft compofition on Death. This poem evinces 
great poetical- powers, and as it is the only piece of his, in 
this line, that has ever appeared in public, except a few 
verfes on the death of the late king, we truft that the reader 
will be pleafed with an extraft from it in this place. The 
part we fcleft is the poet's concluding prayer : 

** At thy good time, 
" Let death approach ; I reck not— let him but come 
** In genuine form, not with thy vengeance arm*d, 
** Too mu<;h for man to bear. O rather lend 
*' Thy kindly aid, to mitigate his ftroke. 

" And at that hour when all aghafl I (land 
" (A trembling candidate for thy compaflion) 
*< On this world's brink, and looU into the next : 
** When tny foul, darting from the dark unknown, 
<* Cads back a witliful look, and fondly clings 
" To her frail prop, unwilling to be wrench'd 
" From this fair fcenc, from all her *cu{lom*d joy?, 
" And all the lovely relatives of life, 
** Then (bed thy comforts o'er me ; then put on 
** The gentleft of thy looks. — Let no dark crimes, 
*' In all their hideous forms then flailing up, 
** Plant themfelves round my couch in grim array,, 
•* And (lab my bleeding heart with two-edg'd torture— 
*' Senfe of paft guilt, and dread of future woe. 

** Far be the ghaftly crew ! And in their (lead 
** Let cheerful memory, from her puieft cells, 
** Lead forth a goodly train of virtues fair, 
** Cherilh'd in earlied youth, now paying back, 
** With tenfold ufury, the pious care, 
• ** Aad pouring o*er my wounds the heav*nly baUn 
•• Of confcious innocence. But chiefly Thou, 
• Whom foft-ey'd Pi/y once led down from bcav'n 

To 
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** To bleed for man, to teach him how to live, 
" And, oh ! ftill harder leflbn ! how to die ; 
*« DiTdain not Thou to fmpoth the reftlefs bed 
" Of fickncfs and of pain. Forgive the tear 
** That feeble nature drops, calm all her fears, 
•* Wake all her hopes, and animate her faith, 
«* Till my rapt foul, anticipating heaven, 
** Burfls from the thraldom of incumbering clay, 
"' And, on the wings of ecdacy upborne, 
« Springs into liberty, and light, and life !'* 

In 1760, appeared a fingular piece of infidelity, under 
the title of " The Hiftory of the Man after God's own 
Heart," written by Peter Annet, with a view of expofing 
the facred hiilory to contempt, on account of the defe6ls in 
the charadler of David. Though this performance was ex*- 
cecdingly deficient in point of argument, it was calculated 
to do confiderable mifchief from its fophiftry, boldnefs, and 
vivacity. On this account, feveral able writers undertook 
to vindicate the fcriptures, and among the reft our ingeni- 
ous divine publiflied a fermon, preached Nov. 29, 1761, 
before the Univerfit^ of Cambridge, which he entitled 
•' The Charafter of David, King of Ifrael, impartially 
ftated." 

This difcourfe, it is fuppofcd, recommended him to the 
patronage of Dr. Seeker, then Archbiftiop of Canterbury, 
who appointed him about this time one of his domeftic 
chaplains, and in 1 762 prefented him to the reftory of Wit- 
texJham, inKent. 

In 1764, that excellent prelate gave him the reftory of 
Bucking, in the fame county, and alfo a prebendal ftall in 
the catl^dral church of Peterborough. 

May 13, 1765, Mr. Porteus was married by the Archbi- 
ftiop to Mifs Hodgfon, of Parliament-ftreet, and in the 
fame year he obtained the valuable living of Huntpn. He 
was created doQor of divinity, July 7, 1767, and in the month 
following the Aorghbifliop gave him the reftory of Lam- 
beth, 
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beth, vacant by tbc d€ath df ^Df. Dtntit, with wkkh he 

was allowed to hold the rc£lory ot Hunton. 

In 1 768 Archbifhop Seeker died, and by his wiQ iatntft- 
ed to his chaplains, Drs. Hortens and Stinton, tbt-ltt^tSKn 
and publication of hit Lefluret ort the Church Catechi&i, 
Sermons, &c. This truft was moft faithfully executed ; 
and to the fermon^, which were publifhed in 1770, was 
prefixed an elegant memoir, refpe£l;ing the venerable author, 
folely written by Dr. Porteus ; this was reprinted in a fc- 
parate form in 1798, with additions, and it is furcly fitffici- 
ent praife to obfcrve, that this piece of biography obtaifled 
the approbation of Dr. Johnfon. 

In 1776, our Divine became matter of St. Crofs, an op- 
tion of Archbifhop Seeker; and in January following he 
was defervedly railed to the epifcopal bench, by the ttanfla- 
tion of Dr. Markham from the fee of Cheftcr to the Arch- 
biflioprick of York. This promotion, it is generally nn- 
derftood, was owing to the immediate folicitation of the 
Queen, to whom Dr. Porteus had been particularly ac- 
ceptable as a private chaplain, when (he was indifpofed* In 
this ftation he condu£led himfelf with primitive zeal, and 
blended with true epifcopal dignity all the fimplicity and 
earneftncfs of a chriftian minifter. 

In 1776, obferving the negligence with which that awful 
day appropriated by the church, in early ages, to the com- 
memoration of the fufferings and death of the Redeemer 
was treated, efpecially in the metropolis, his lordfhip printeil 
** An earned Exhortation to the religious Obfcrvancc of 
" Good Friday, in a Letter to the Inhabitants of Lambcdl.'* 
This addrefs excited confidcrable notice, and the ingenious 
Mr. Robert Robinfon, of Cambridge, publiflied a pamphlet 
in reply to it, under the title of the <* Hiftory and Myftery 

«< of Good Friday.'' 

the 



The Bifliopf however^ Ii»d the fatisfafHon to fee that his 
exhortation waa tttended with the defired efie^le. The So« 
dstiy for promoting Chriftiin Knowledge feconded his laud* 
dble endeavQursi hj eaufing his pamphlet to be printed in a 
cheap fornit and circulated in great abundance^ by which 
oifanai numbers were induced to fee the neceffity of pay-» 
ing a proper refped to this folemn anniverfary ; fo that from 
that time it has ufually been kept in the metropolis and its 
vicinity with great ftri£lnefs. 

In 17831 the ?iihopof Chefter preached before the So^ 
cicty for Propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, on which 
oceafion he pleaded in a forcible and pathetic manner the 
caufe of the African Haves, in our Weft Indian fettlements. 
This fcrmon attrafted confiderable notice j and led the way 
10 great exertions on behalf of thofe unfprt^ate vifti'ns of 
avarice and oppreflion. 

In 1 787, on the death of Biihop Lowth, Dr. Porteus was 
translated to the fee of London, a circumftance which gave 
iiniverfal fatisfaftion to every friend of religion, whether in 
or out of the cftablifljment. 

In 1 79t, his Lordfliip was the means of founding a fociety 
for the converfion of the negro Haves in the Weft Indies, 
which we have the fatisfadiion to find has been very fuccefs* 
ful. His exertions in the caufe of chriftianity have been 
unremitted, and condu£led upon the moft liberal principle^. 
The breath of cenfure has not ventured tp affail his name, 
even with the fufpicion of reproach. Men of all parties 
have concurred in praifing his candour, faithfulncfs, moder- 
ation, and liberality of mind. 

In order to counteraft the fpirit of infidelity, his Lordfliip 
commenced during laft Lent a feries of lectures on the 
Truth of the Gofpel Hiftory, and the Divinity of Chrift's 
Mifiion, which he preached in St. James's church, Weft- 
It^infter 5 and which will be refumcd a^ the fame feafon neif 
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. year. Thefc were delivered every Friday, before crowcTed 
and admiring audiences, compofed of perfons of all per- 
fuafions. His warm and imprefTive manner, plain Jbut for- 
cible language, clear and convincing arguments, aided by a 
mod captivating eloquence, not only drew from the mul- 
titudes who heard him the unanimous voice of applaufc, 
but, it is to be hoped, produced a more fubftantial gOod, 
in bringing conviftion home to many minds. 

The Bifliop is, we believe, a more frequent preacher 
than the reft of his brethren ; for he is not only ready to 
aflift public charities by his elocution, but during his fum-' 
mcr refidence in the country, he often afcends the pulpit ' 
to explain the principles, and enforce the precepts, of our 
fublime religion. 

We cannot clofe this imperfeft fketch of fo brilliant » 
charafter, without mentioning one part of his condudy 
which entitles him to additional praife. The point we al- 
lude to, is the moderate fpirit he has manifefted in the agi- 
tation of political queftions. Though he has uniformly 
voted with his Majefty's minifters ; he has not made him- 
felf an aftive partifan, by throwing fewel upon the unhappy 
fire ^.vhich diftrafts the public mind. On the contrary, he 
has fleered that pacific courfe, which becomes an ambaf- 
fadoT of the Prince of Peace ; the apoftle of him who em- 
phatically faid, that ** he was not the king of this world." 

Bifliop Porteus is not only eminent for his piety, but 
alfo for his literary accomplifliments, which rank him' among 
the moft elegant fcholars of the age. His ftyle is pure and 
claffically corre£l, at the fame time that it is remarkably 
plain and free from ornament. * 

Befides the pieces already mentioned, he is the author 
of two volumes of moft excellent fermon^; and feveral 
Charges and fmall tradls, on religious fubjcfts. 

W. 

JOSIAH 
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DEAN OF GLOUCESTER. 

THIS venerable divine, fo long, and fo juftly celebrat- 
ed for his commercial fagacity, was bom at Laugharn, ia 
Caermarthenfhire, in the year 1712. His father was a 
farmer, and having a fmall eftatc left him at or near Abc- 
ryftwith, in Cardiganfhire, he removed thither •, and per- 
ceiving that his fon had a turn for learning, he fent him to 
Ruthin fchool in Denbighfhire, where he made fo refpeft- 
able a progrefs in the claflics, that he obtained an exhibition 
at Jefus College, Oxford. 

The journey from his native place to the univerfity was 
long, and at that time very tedious, on account of the bad- 
nefs of the roads. Our young ftudent for fome time tra- 
velled on foot. At laft, old Mr. Tucker feeling for his 
fon's reputation, as well as for his eafe, gave, him his own 
horfe, that he might vifit Oxford more reputably. 

Upon his return, young JoCah, with true filial afFeftion, 
confidered that it was better for him to walk to Oxford, than 
for his father to repair on foot to the neighbouring markets 
and fairs, which had been, in fadl, the cafe, owing to this 
new regulation. The horfe was accordingly returned ; and 
our ftudent, for the remainder of the time he continued 
at the univerfity, aftually trudged backwards and forwards 
with his baggage at his back ! 

At the age of twenty-three he entered into holy orders 
and ferved a curacy for fome time in Gloucefterfhire. 

About 1737, he becanxe curate of St. Stephen's church 
in Briftol, and was appointed minor canon in the cathedral 
of -that city. Here he attrafted the notice of that profound 
divine, Dr. Jofcph Butlor, then bifliop of Briftol, and af- 
terwards 
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ter wards of Durham. In confequence of this^ the bifhop 
appointed Mr. Tucker his domeftic chaplain ; and the latter 
has told the writer of this article, that they frequently \iralk« 
cd in the palace gardens in the dark, generally convcrfing 
upon metaphyseal and theological fubjefts. 

Oftentimes the good bifliop would be funk in a profound 
reverie, in which he would continue for a confiderable pe« 
riod, and then all at once break out with fome iingukir re* 
mark. After one of thefe abfences of mind, he fuddenly 
afked Mr. Tucker, <^ whether he did not think it poffible 
*^ that.wbole communities of men might be feifed with » 
« fit of madncfs ?" 

The queftion was fo odd, that the chaplain was filenb 
and thought the bi(hop's intellefis a little difordered for the 
time. A greater fli^re of experience and clofer obfenralion 
of mankind, efpecially during great political epochs, htvet' 
perhaps, given our Divine reafon to think there is totw 
juftnefs in the obfervation than he was at firft inclined to- 
fuppofe ! 

By the interefl: of this amiable and learned prelate, Mr* 
Tucker obtained a prebcndal ftall in the cathedral of Brif- 
tol i and on the death of the pious and ingenious Mr. Cat- 
cott, well known by his treatife on the Deluge, and a vo« 
lume of excellent fermons, he became re£ior of St. Stephen^ 
The inhabitants of that paiiih confift chiefly of merchants 
and tradefmen, a circumftance which greatly aided his q»* 
tural inclination for commercial and political fl:udies« 

In 17459 he preached an excellent fermon before the 
governors of a very laudable inftitution, then firft erc£^ed in 
the city of Briftol. In this difcourfe, the preacher took z 
courfe which has rarely been purfued : inftead of dwelling, 
as mod have done, upon the benevolent tendency of thefa 
eftablifiiments, he confidercd them " as fo many reformat 
^< tories, or fchools, erected for the revival and propagation 
i^ of. morality and religion, and as means which may con- 
duce 
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^ duce towards a national reformation in the common peo« 
^ pie." . 

After mentioning, briefly indeed, but pointedly, the ge- 
neral depravity of the lower ranks, he fays, "Nay, and 
•* when their extravagancies have run to that height as to 
** call for corporal punijhmentj and the ceilfure of the ma- 
** giftrate, there are no hopes or profpe£l of reclaming 
** them by that means. For they have made it a fort of 
** point of Honour to outbrave tjie punifliment ; as for the 
*' fhame and infamy attending it, thefe things make miv 
" but little impreffion on them : fo that we have nothing 
** left of difcipline in our places of chaftifement and con- 
** finement, but their names. For our hcufes of corredlion, 
•* as they arc called, are fo far from anfwering the original 
** ends of their inftitution, that they corrupt more than cor^ 
•* refly and harden rather than reform \ fo as to make the 
^* 'pung offender, if fcnt there, to be threefold more the 
** child of hell than he was before." 
. This ftrong cenfure, perhaps, is full as applicable to the 
objcfts upon which it was originally made now, as it was 
above half a century back. 

When the famous bill was brought into the houfe of com- 
mons for the naturalization of the Jews, Mr. Tucker, con- 
fidering the fubje£t with an enlarged mind, took a decided 
part in favour of the meafure, and was indeed its mofl: able 
advocate* 

The opponents' of the bill, tranfported with an extraor- 
dinary zeal for the Chriftian religion, which they afFefted to ^ 
think was in danger by this.ftep, treated our divine with 
great rudenefs and virulence on the occafion. He was not 
only feverely attacked in pamphlets, newfpapcrs, and ma- 
gazines ; but the pious people of Briftol, who had, per- 
Kaps, hardened their hearts into intolerance by a traffic in 
human flefh, burnt his effigy drefied in canonicals, together 
wiA his letters on behalf of naturalization ! 

H Iti 
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In 17539 he publifhed an able pamplet on the << Turkej 
Trade," in which he demonftrates the evils that refult to 
trade in general from chartered companies. 

At this period, Lord Clare (afterward Earl Nugent) was 
returned to parliament for Briftol, which honour he obtain* 
cd chiefly through the ftrenuov^p exertions of Mr. Tucker, 
whofe influence in his hrge an'Q wealthy parifli was almoft 
decifive on fuch an occafion. In return for this favour the 
Earl procured for him the JDeanery of Gloucefter, in I75S> 
at which time he took his degree of doftor in divinity. 

So great was his reputation for commercial knowledge^ 
which to a nation fituated like ours is of the firft import* 
anre, that Dr. Thomas Hayter, afterwards Bifliop of Lon- 
don, who was then tutor to his prefent Majefty, applied 
to Dr. Tucker to draw up a diflertation on this fubjed for 
the perufal of his royal pupil. It was accordingly done, 
and gave great fatisfaftion. This work, under the titk of 
" The Elements of Commerce," was printed in quarto, 
but never publifhed. 

Dr. Warburton, however, who after having been mem- 
ber of the fame chapter with the Dean, at Briftol, became 
Bifliop of Gloucefter, thought very differently from the 
reft of mankind, in refpe£l to his talents, and favourite 
purfuits ; and faid once, in his coarfe manner, that << his 
•* Dean's trade was religion, and religion his trade." 

But in refutation of this charge, we might produce the 
Dean's various publications on moral and religious fubjedls, 
which fliew him to be not only deeply verfed in theology, 
but alfo, what is far better, a man of genuine philan- 
thropy. 

In the year 1771, when a ftrong attempt was made to 
procure an abolition of fubfcription to the thirty-nine artt- 
cleSf Dr. Tucker came forward as an able and moderate 
advocate of the church of ^England. Though he refilled 

with 
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mith ftrong and clear arguments the claims^ of the petition- 
ers on that occafion, he yet candidly admitted that fomc 
reformation of the liturgy was wanted, and inftanccd par- 
ticularly the Athanafian Creed, which he confidercd as too 
fcholaftic and refined, for a popular confefiion of fkith, and 
as the Nicene Creed is admitted, he further deemed the 
other to be fuperflnous. 

About this time he publiflied " Direftions for Travel- 
lers," in which he lays down excellent rules, by which gen- 
tlemen who vifit foreign countries may not only improve 
their own minds, but turn their obfervations to the .benefit 
of their native country. 

That excellent prelate, Archbiihop Seeker, was highly 
pleafed with this ufeful performance, and fent the author 
fome obfervations which he had made in the Cpnrfe of his 
perufal of it. The public would be much gratified by a new 
edition of thefe " Direftions,*' with the Archbifliop's ob- 
fervations annexed. 

In 1772, the Dean printed a fmall volume of Sermons, 
in which he explains the doctrines of elenianznijufiijtcatiorty 
upon fcriptural grounds, in oppbfition to what has been cal- 
led the evangelical Jyjlem of faith. At 'that time a very vio- 
lent difpute was carried on between the Calviniftick and 
the Arminian Methodifts, the former headed by Meflrs. 
Toplady and Hill, and the latter by the Mefllrs. Weflep and 
Fletcher. 

The year following he publiflied «* Letters to the Rev. 
Dr. Kippis, wherein the claim of the church of England to 
an authority in matters of faith, 'mnd to a power of decree- 
ing rites and ceremonies, is difcufled and afcertained,'* &c. 
8vo. 

The (^fpnte between Great Britain and her colonics in 

North America, began now to affume a very feriou* and 

portentous afpc£t, and nothing lefs than an open ntgturc 

H 2 por- 
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was expcftcd, in tonfequence of the obftinacy of the one, 
and the firiiinefs of the other. 

The Dean was an attentive obfervei* of this conteft. He 
examined the affair with a very diflFcrent eye from that of 
a party-man, or an interefted merchant, and he difcovered, 
as he conceived, that both (ides would be better off by an 
abfolute feparation. The more he thought on this fubjeftf 
the more he was perfuaded that extenfive colonies were 
an evil, rather than a benefit to any commercial nation. 

On this principle, therefore, he publiflied his *' Thoughts 
upon the Difpute between the Mother Country and Ame- 
rica.*' He demonftrated that the latter could not be con- 
quered, and that if* it could, the purchafe would be dear- 
ly bought. He warned this country againft commencing a . 
war with the colonies, and advifed that they (hould be left 
to themfelves, an event which would be produftivc of infi- 
nite good to Great Britain. 

This pofition and advice ftartled all parties, as well thofe 
who were advocates for American freedom, as thofe who 
werd zealots for coercive meafures and taxation. By both 
the Dean was confidered as a. fort of madman, who had 
rambled out of the proper line of his profeflion to com- 
mence political quack ; and it is remarkable that thofe two 
great men. Dr. Johnfon and Edmund Burke, treated the 
Doftor's hypothefis with great contempt, though the one 
was the champion of^ and and the other an enemy to, taxa- 
tion. 

Mr. Burke's language in the Houfe of Commons refpeft- 
ing the Dean's propofal was, indeed, exceeding harfh and 
illiberal. In his famous fpeech on American taxation, April 
13th, 1774, this famous orator called him "the advocate 
« of the court faftion, and I fuppofe," he adds, " that his 
" earned labours in this vineyard will raife him to a bifhop- 
*« rick." The Dean was a£lually rouf^d into refentmcnt 
on this occafion, and, he accordingly publiflied a letter to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burke, m lybichhe not only vindicates the purity of his 
own principles, but retorts upon his adverfary in very 
forcible and manly terms. 

The ground of Mr. Burke's enmity to the Dean, was the 
ktter^s ftrenuous oppofition to his being admitted to repre-^ 
fcnt Briftol in parliament Dr. Tucker had a hfgh opinion 
of Lord Nugent's parliamentary condufl and abilities, added 
to which, he owejl him pui^h on the fcore of gratitude. He 
therefore confidered himfelf as bound, tp fuppprt his in- 
tereft in Briftol, with all the power he poffefled. This ex- 
cited Mr. Burke's ^iflike to the Dean of Gloucefter, and 
fliarpened his wit on the fubje'ft of his political opinions, 

Our author, however, went on vindicating and enforc- 
ing his favourite fyftem, in fpite of all the obloquy with 
which it was treated hoth in the fenat^ a^d from the prefs. 
\^s the war proceeded, many intelligent perfpns began to 
fee more truth and re^fon in his fentiments, and time has 
at lad demonflrated that he was completely in the right. 
Towards the clofe pf chat unhappy conteft, th^ Dean afr 
fumed tl^e appellation of C4SSANPR4, alluding to the ill 
fuccpfs with which his 'warnings had been attended. This 
Cgnature is found at the end of' thofe hints and fliort ef- 
fays which he frequently printed in the newfpapers, and 
which it were to be wifhed fome perfon would colleft and. 
preferve, left they (hould fiijkinto unmerrited oblivion. 

When tbe terroi:s of an invafion were very prevalent, ia 
1779, t^^ Dean circulated, in a variety of periodical puh- 
lications, fome of the mpft fenfible obfervatipns th;at >yere. 
ever made o|ti the fubje«Si:, in order to quiet the fears of the 
people. He ftates at length, and with great accuracy, the; 
numerous difficulties that muft attend the attempt to in- 
vade this country, and the ftill greater ones that muft be en-r 
countered by the invaders after; their landing. Tfeofe obfprva- 

tionj^ 
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tions have been reprinted with good effedj in the courfe of 
the prefent war. 

In 1 78 1, the Dean publiflied, what he had printed long 
before, " A Treatife on Civil Government," in which his 
principal dcfign is to counteraft the doftrines of the cele- 
brated Mr. Locke and his followers. The book made a 
confiderable noife, and was very fliarply attacked by feveral 
able writers on the democratic fide of the qucftion, particu- 
larly by Dr. Towers. 

' The year following he clofed his pplitical • career with a 
pamphlet entitled " Cut Bono r'" in which he balances the^ 
profit and lofs of each of the belligerent powers, and reca- 
pitulates all his former pofitions on the fubjedl of war and 
colonial poflcffions. 

His publications fince that period have confifled of fomc 
tra£ts on the commercial regulations of Ireland, on the ex- 
portation of woollens, and on the iron trade. 

In 1777, he publiflied feventeen practical fermons, in one 
volume, octavo. In the year 1778, one of his parifliioncrs, 
Mifs Pelloquin, a maiden lady of large fortune and moft 
exemplary piety, bequeathed to the Dean her dwelling- 
houfe in Queen-Square, Briftol, with a very handfome le- 
gacy, as a teftimony of her great efteem for his worth and 
talents. 

It Should be recorded to his praife, that though enjoying 
but very moderate preferment (for to a man of no paternal 
eftate, or other ecclefiaftical dignity, the Deanery of Glou- 
cefter is no very advantageous fituation), he has, notwith- 
ftanding, been a liberal benefactor to feveral public inftitu- 
tions, and a diftinguifiied patron of merit. 

The celebrated John Henderfon, of Pembroke college, 
Oxford, was fent to the univerfity and fupported there at 
the Dean's expencc, when he had no means whatever of 
gratifying his ardent defire for ftudy. 

We 
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We &all mention another inftance of generofity ia thb 
place, which reflefts the greateft honour upon the Dean, 
About the year 1790, he thought of refigning hisrcdloryin 
Briftol, and without communicating his defign to any other 
perfon, he applied to the Chancellor, in whofe gift it is, 
for leave to quit it in favour of his curate, a mod deferving 
man, with a large family. 

His Lordfhip was v/illing enpugh that he Otould give up 
the living, but he refufed him the liberty of nominating liis 
fucceflbr. On this the Dean refolved to hold the living him- 
felf, till he could find a fit opportunity to fucceed in his ob- 
je<3:. After weighing the matter more deliberately, he 
communicated his wifh to his parifltioners, and advifed them 
to draw up a petition to the Chancellor in favour of the 
curate. This wa3 accordingly done, and figned by all of 
them, without any exception, either on the part of the dif- 
fenters or others. 

The Cfcancellor being touched with this teftimony of love 
between a clergyman and his people, yielded at laft to the 
application 5 in confequence of which the Dean cheerfully 
refigned the living to a fuccefTor well qualified to tread in 
his fteps. 

Since that time, he has refided at Glouceftcr*, viewing 
his approaching diffolution, which in the courfe of nature 
cannot be long, with the placid mind of a Chriftian, con- 
fcious of having done his duty both to God and Man. 

Here follows a pretty corredl lift of the Dean's works : 

THEOLOGICAL AND CONTROVERSIAL. 

I. A Sermon, preached before the governors of iht infirmary of Bris- 
tol, 1745* 

a. Letters in Behalf of the Naturalization of the Jews. 

3. Apology fof the Church of England, i77a« 

4, Six Sermons, lamo. 1773. 

/ 5. Letter 

* He married a Mrs. Crowe, of that city, in 1781* 
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5. Letter to Dr. Kippis, on his Vindication of the Protedant diflexytin^ 
Minifters* 

6. Two Sermons and Four Tra^. 

7. View of the DiflSculdes of the Trinitarian* Arian, and Socioiaa 
Syftems^ and Seventeen Sermons, 1777. 

KOLTTXCAL AKD COMMEKciAt. 

S* A Pamphlet on the Turkey Trade. 

9« A brief View of the Advantages and Difadvantages which uttcad 4 
Trad^ with France. 

xo* Refle^ons on the Expediency of naturalifing foreign ProtedaatSj 
and a Letter to a Friend on the fame Subject. 

Ti. The Pleas and Arguments of the Mother Country and the Colonies 
Aated. 

1 2. A Letter to Mr. Burke* 

13. Quere, whether a Connection with, or Separation from, America^ 
would be for national Advantage ? 

14. Anfwers to Obje£lions againft the Separation from America. 

1 5. A Treatife on Civil Government. 
1 6* Cut Bono t 

.1 7* Four Letters on national Subje^s. 

1 8. Sequel to Sir William Jones on Government. 

19. On the Difpute between Great Britain and Ireland. 

20. Several Papers under the fignature of Caflandra^ &c. on the difficoltiet 
attendant on an invafion. 

21. A Treatife on Commerce. (Mr. Coxe> in his Life of Sir RobcK^ 
Walpole, fays that this was printed^ but never publiflied.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

la. pircftions for Travellers. 

43. Cautions againft the Ufe of Spirituous Liquors, 

%i|. A Tra£t againft' the Diverfionsof Cock-fighting, ^c. 
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ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT DUNCAN, 

WHATEVER may be the thought of the origin of the 
prcfent war, or the principles upon which it has been con* 
dufted J whatever humiliating ideas may,, on fome grounds, 
prevail in the minds of Englifhmen, while they are reviewing 
the hiftpry of this extraordinary 4Uid eventful conteft ^ — 
there can ftill be but one opinion refpe'i^ng the' condud; of 
our naval commanders^ in general : and every Britiih heart 
znuft glow with rapture at the confideration, that the ho«> 
nour of the national flag, fo far from being tarnifhed in a 
(ingle indance, has received greater luftrp than ever diftinr 
guifhed it at any fornjer period^ 

Among the eminent names whom the pen of the hiftorir 
an will have to dwell upon with peculiar fatisfaftion, when 
engaged in recording the naval events of the prefent war, 
that of Adam Lord Duncan will be proudly confpicuous. 

This diftinguiflied veteran was born at Dundee, in Scot- 
land, July I ft, 1731* and was the younger fon of a very 
ancient and reputable family, which has for a long feries of 
years held the lordftiip of Lundie in the (hire of Perth. The 
family eftate^ the rental of which is about 500/. a-year, 
canxe to Lord Duncan about tvtro years ago, in confequencc 
of the death of his elder brother. Colonel Duncan. 

The younger branches, even of a refpeftable family, have 
generally to force their way in life by their own merits and 
exertions. Lord Duncan accordingly owed but little to his' 
relations. He was very early fent to fea, a profeffion which 
cofts but a trifle in the outfet, and is generally attended with 
but fmall expence after the young adventurer is thus difpof- 
ed of. Much is not known of the admiral's early fervices ; 
but we are warranted in conjeduring that they muft 
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have been mcritotious, by his attaining to the rank of poft- 
captain, February 25th, 1761, at which time he wa3 ap- 
pointed to the command of the Valiant. About this period, 
he was honoured with the friendfliip of that gallant officer 
of the old fchool. Lord Keppel, and was with him at the 
taking of the Havannah ; and when Keppel was appointed 
to a flag) he chofe Duncan to be his captain. 

He was alfo a member of the court-martial which fat np- 
on the trial of that difliinguifhed veteran *, and continued 
attached to hini by the ftrongeft ties of intimacy and friend- 
{hipj till his death. 

On September 24th, 1787, he was made a rear-admiral $ 
in 1 793 J he was promoted to the rank of vice-admiral ; and 
in 1 795 J he became admiral of the blue. 

Hitherto he had moved on in his profeflion regularly, but 
with little notice, for it had not been his lot to get employ- 
ed on any fervice that was likely to bring him forward to 
the public view. 

His appointment, at laft, to that Ration, in which he 
has all at once obtained laurels equal to thofe which adorn 
the brows of men who have been more extenfively employ- 
ed, feems to have been owing to his relationftiip* to Mr, Se- 
cretary Dundas, whofe niece he married, and by whom he 
has feveral children. 

This alliance procured for him an appointment which it 
was underftood he was heft fitted for, the north-fea ftation. 
Nor does it at all refleft upon his Lordflup to fay, that his 
circumftances ftood in need of his being thus employed. 
With hardly any other fortune than his half-pay as an ad- 
miral, it was natural enough for him to be anxious to get 
engaged in aftive fervice, for the benefit of a wife and 
children whom he loved- The fcene of aftion which he 
chofe Yi^s an arduous one. The feverity of the winter 
fcafon, in that fea, muft alfo have been very trying to a 

man 
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man of hisLordfliip's time of life. Moreover he had to en- 
counter with difficulties ftill more troublefome and painful 
to a Britifli officer : we allude to the mutinous fpirit which 
prevailed in his fleet, in common with the other naval fqua- 
drons'in the Channel. 

In the midfl: of all thefe unpleafant circumftances, his 
Lordihip manifefted a qool and fteady mind. He kept his 
ftation with fuch perfevering ardour, that in the moft bois- 
terous feafon of the year, that the enemy could not by any 
means efle£b their defign of efcaping from their ports. The 
indefatigable Admiral continued blockading them, either 
with the whole, or part of his fquadron, till the fummer 
of 1797, when the mutiny raged in his fleet in a moft 
alarming manner. Even when he was left with only three 
(hips, he ftill remained firm in his ftation offtheTexel, and 
fucceeded in keeping the Dutch (hips from proceeding to 
fea ; a circumftance, in all probability, of as high confe- 
quence to the nation as his fubfequent vidtory. 

His behaviour at the time of the mutiny, will beft be feen 
from the fpeech which * he made to the crew of his own 
ffaip, on June 3d, 1 79*7, and which, as a piece of artlefs 
and aflFefting oratory, cannot but be admired by the moft 
faftidious tafte. His men being aflembled, the Admiral thus 
addrefled them from the quarter deck : 

** My lads — I onee more call you together, with a for- 
** rowful heart, from what I have lately fccn — the difafFec- 
<* tion df tlie fleets ; I call it difaffeElion^ for the crews have 
** no grievances. To be deferted by my fleet, in the face of 
•* an enemy, is a difgrace which I believe never betorc hap- 
'« pened to a Britifh Admiral : nor could I have fuppofed it 
•< poffible. My greateft comfort under God is, that I have 
«* been fupported by the officers, feamen, iand marines of 
«' this Jhip ; for which, with a heart overflowing with gra- 
<« titudc, I requeft you to accept my fincere thanks. 

•« I flatter 
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" I flatter myfelf much good may refult from your exam- 
« pic, by bringing thofe deluded people to a fenfe of the 
** duty which they owe, not only to their King and Couu- 
'«* try, but to themfelves. The Britifli Navy has ever been 
*^ the fupport of that Liberty which has been handed down 
f * for us by our anceftors, and which, I truft, we ftiall main- 
<* tain to the lateft pofterity ; an4 that can only be don^ by 
f< unaniniity and obedience. 

*^ This fliip's company, and others who have diftinguifli^ 
?< ed themfelvcs by their loyalty and good order, defcrvc to 
^* be, and doubtUfs will bey the favourites of a grateful 
•' country ; they will alfo have from their inward feelings a 
<• comfort which mijft be lafting, and not like the fleeting 
** and falfe con^d^cc of thofe who have fwerved from 
" their duty ! 

** It has often been my pride with you to look into the 
** Texel, and fee a foe which dreaded coming out to meet 
** us. — My pride is now humbled indeed ! — My feelings arc 
f* not eafily to be exprefled ! — Our cup has overflowed and 
f* made us wanton. The all-wife Providence has given 
*^ us this check as a warning, and I hope we fl^all improve 
** by it. On Him, then, let us truft, where our only fecurir 
** ty can be found. 

** I find there arc niany good men among us 5 for my 
*' own part, I have had full confidence of all in this (hip : 
" and once more beg to exprefs my approbation of your 
*^ conduct. 

** May Gop, who has thus far condufted you, continue 
" to do fo ; and may the Britifh Navy, the glory and fup- 
** port of our country, be reftored to its wonted fplendour, 
** and be not only the bulwark of Britain, but the terror 
*^ of the world. But this can only be eflfecled by a ftri£k 
<* adherence to our duty and obedience ; and let us pray 
" that the Almighty God may keep us in the right way 
<< of thiiiking. God blefs you all !" 

The 
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The crew of the Venerable were fo affefted by this im- 
prcfllve addrefs, that on retiring there was not a dry eye 
among them. 

On the fuppreffion of the mutiny, the Admiral refumed 
his ftatjon with his whole fleet ofl^the coaft of Holland^ either 
to keep the Dutch fquadron in the Texel, or to attack them 
if they fhould attempt to come out. It has fincc been difco- 
vered, that the objeft of the Batavian Republic, in conjunc- 
tion with France, was to^ invade Ireland, where doubtlefs 
they would have been cordially welcomed by numerous 
bodies of the difafl^edled. Hence it will be fecn, that the 
objeft of watching and checking the motions of the Dutch 
Admiral was of the utmoft confequcnce. 

After a long and very vigilant attention to the iitiportant 
truft repofed in him, the Englifh. Admiral was neceflitated to 
repair to Yarmouth-roads to refit. The Batavian command- 
er feized this favourable interval, and proceeded to fea. 
That aftive oflicer, Capt. TroUope, however, was upon 
the look-out, and having difcovered the (nemy, immediate- 
ly difpatched a veflel with the glad intelligence to Admiral 
Duncan, who loft not an inftant of time, but puflied out at 
once, and in the morning of the nth of Oftober, fell in 
with Capt. Trollope's fquadron of obfervations, with the 
fignal flying for an enemy to the leeward. 

By a mafterly manoeuvre, the Admiral placed himfclf 
between them and the Texel, fo as to prevent them from 
re-entering without riflcing an engagement. An aftion ac- 
cordingly took place between Campeidown and Egmont, in 
nine fathoms wateri and within five miles of the coaft. The 
Admiral's own {hip, in purfuance of a plan of naval evolu- 
tion which he had long before determined to carry into effeft, 
broke the enemy's line, and clofely engaged the Dutch Ad- 
miral De Winter, who, after a moft gallant defence, was 
obliged to ftrike. Eight ftiips were faken, two of which 

carried flags ! 

AU 
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All circumftances confidered — the time of the year, the 
force of the enemy^ and the nearnefs to a dangerous (bore 
— this a£^ion will be pronounced by every judge of nautical 
affairs, to be one of the moft brilliant that graces our annals. 

The nation was fully fenHble of the merit and confe- 
quence of this glorious vifkory : politicians beheld in it the 
annihilation of the defigns of our combined enemies ; nir 
val men admired the addrefs and ikill which were difplaycd 
by the Englilh commander in his approaches to the attack ; 
and the people at large were tranfported with admiratioflf 
joy, axki gratitude. 

The honours which were inftantly conferred upon the 
VENERABLE Admirable, received the approbation of men 
of all parties. October aid, 1797, he was created Lord 
Vifcount Duncan of Camperdown, and Baron Duncan of 
Lundie in the (hire of Perth. On his being introduced in* 
to the Houfe of Peers, on November the 8th, the Lord 
Chancellor communicated to him the thanks of the Hoiife» 
and in his fpeech faid : " He congratulated his Lordftiip 
*^ upon his acceflion to the honour of a diftinguifhed feat 
<^ in that place, to which his very meretorious and uitffa^ 
" r/i//f/#i profeffional condu£t had defervedly raifed hiai) 
^^ thatcondu£t (the Chancellor added) was fuch as not only 
** merited the thanks of their Lordfliips' Houfe, but the 
^' gratitude, and applaufe of the Country at large : it had 
<* been inftrumental, under the aufpices of Providence, in 
<^ eftabliihing the fecurity of his Majeft/s dominions, and 
'< fruftrating the ambitions <ind dedrudiive defigns of tb^ 
** enemy." 

In the laft feffion of parliament, a penfion of 2000 /. psr 
annum was granted his Lordihip, for himfelf and the two 
next heirs of the peerage. 

In peribn. Lord Duncan is of a manly, athletic form, 
§x feet three inches high, tvedt and graceful, with a coun- 
tenance that indicates great intelligence and benevolence. 

His 
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His private charader is that of a xnoft affectionate re- 
lative^ a fteady friend, and, what crowds the whole with 
a luftre fuperior to all other qualities or diftindions, he is 
a man of great and unaffected piety. 

The latter virtue may excite in fome perfons a fchile of 
cpntempt v but the liberal-minded will be pleaf^d to read 
that Lord Duncan feels it an honour to be a chriilian. 

He encourages religion by his own pra^ice ; and the pub- 
lic obfervance of it has been always kept up where he has 
held the command* > 

When the viCk)ry was decided, which has immortalized 
his name, his Lordihip ordered the crew of his (hip to be 
called together, and at their head, upon his bended knees, ' 
in the prefence of the Dutch Admiral, who was greatly af>- 
feftcd with the (cenei he folemnly and pathetically offered 
up praife to the God of Battles I 

Let it be added here, that his demeanour, when all eyes 
were upon him, in the cathedral , of St. Paul's, on the day 
of general thankfgiving, was fo humble, modeft, and de>- 
vout, as greatly to indrcafe that admiration which his fer- 
iFices had procured him. 

In (hoTt, Lord Duncan is one more inftance of the truth 
of the affertion, that piety and courage are infeparabJy al- 
lied 5 and^ that the latter quality, without the former, lofies 
its principal virtue. 
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DR. SAMUEL HORSLEY, 

LORD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER. 

OF all the right Reverend members of the epifcopal bench* 
no one has obtained more celebrity than this learned prelate. 

We are well aware, that a Bifliop who has fo greatly dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf in political, as well as theological, con- 
troverfy, will be regarded by diflFerent men with very op- 
pofite fentiments. Our aim, however, has no exclufive re- 
ference to either of thefe objefts ; and therefore we (hall 
ftudy to give a faithful delineation of the charader before 
us, without the flighted attention to the fpirit of party, 
whether that party be of a religious or political complexion. 

Dr. Samuel Horfley is the eldeft of the three fons of the 
three fons of the Rev. Mr. Horfley, formerly minifter of 
St. Martin's in the Fields. The grandfather of the J^ihop 
was bred a diflenting divine, but he afterwards thought pro- 
per to conform to the eftablifhmcnt. 

His Lordfliip was born about the year 1737, and re- 
ceived the ground-work of his education at Weftminftcr 
fchool, whence he was removed to the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. 

He applied himfelf, while there, chiefly to the {ludy of 
mathematics ; and not content with carefully reading the' 
writings of the acuteft of the moderns in that line, he 
went back to the profoundcft of the ancients, and made, 
himfelf thoroughly matter of their moft intricate reafonings. 

Having taken his degree of Matter of Arts, he accepted 
an invitation to go to Oxford, as private tutor to the prefent 
Earl of . Aylesford. From that Univerfity he received a de- 
gree of Dodorof Laws, and in 1769 printed at the Claren- 
don 
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don prefs, bis edition of the Inclinations of Apollonius^ a 
geometrical work of confiderable Yalue^ though exceedingly 
abftrufe. Prcviou« to his time, mathematical learning had 
been in little repute at Oxford j but fince that period it has 
grown into fafliion there, fo that this Univerfity can hardly 
be faid to fall ihort of her fitter, in that great branch of hu- 
man knowledge. 

Here our author firft conceived the defign of publifhing 
a complete edition of the works of Sir Ifaac Newton ; to 
which end he began to colleft the neccffary materials. 

On leaving the Univerfity, Dr. Horfley came to London, 
where he was eledled fdlow of the Royal Society, of which 
lie wa^ alfo chofcn fecretary in 1773. He continued to 
Cerve that office, with the grcateft credit to himfelf, as well 
as benefit to the fcientific world, till the refignation of the 
late prefident. Sir John Pringle, when finding that the cofi" 
noiffeurs znA viriuoji were gaining ground, he retired. 

Soon after his fettling in the metropolis. Dr. Horfley was 
noticed by that obferving and excellent prelate, Bifliop 
Lowth, who invited him to become his domeftic chaplain. 
it is fomewhat remarkable, that at this time he was fuf- 
pefted of not being quite orthodox in his theological fenti- 
ments, and thofe who pretended to fmell herefy in him, 
wondered at Bilhop Lowth's taking him under his patron- 
age. The only grounds for this fufpicion, were his being 
•a profound mathematician, and his clofe intimacy with Dr. 
Maty and other men of fcience, who were avowed Socinians. 

In 1774, Bifhop Lowth prefented him to the rectories of 
St. Mary Newington and Albury, both in the county of 
Surrey '; and in the courfe of the fame year he married a 
Mifs^otnam. 

In 1776, he publifhcd propofals for a complete and ele- 
gant edition of the works of the immortal Newton, which 
appeared in 1779, in five volumes quarto, with an ctccllcn<t 
dedication to the king in Latin. 

I It 
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It was cxpefted that a large memoir refpefting the Prince 
of Philofophcrs would have been prefixed to this edition ; 
and confiderable difappointment was of courfe experienced 
by the public, when nothing of this kind appeared. Cer- 
tain it is, that the learned editor gave room for this expec- 
tation, and had actually made fome progrefs in the life. He 
moreover had converfed with Dr.' Johnfon upon the fubjc^iy 
whoadvifed him to write it in Latin, as beft fuited to the dig- 
nity of the charafter. This biographical defideratum^ how- 
ever, has not yet made its appearance ; and we are appre- 
henfive that it never will. 

In 1778, when the controverfy was on foot between Drs. 
^rieftly, Price, and others, refpefting materialifm, andr 
philofophical neceflity, Dr. Horfley preached a fermon on 
Good Friday at St. Paul's Cathedral, which he afterwaids 
publifhed. In this ingenious difcourfe he reconciles^ with 
much force of argument, the do£^rine of divine provi- 
dence with the free agency of man, and combats the necef- 
farian hypothefis with great, and, in the opinion of his 
friends, complete fuccefs. 

About this time he was appointed Archdeacon of St. 
Albans, by Bifhop Lowth, who in 1782 prefented him to 
the valuable living of South Weald in Eflcx. 

In 1783 Dr. Prieftley publilhed his celebrated work the 
" Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity." It need 
hardly be mentioned, that the principal defign of this work. 
was to overthrow the catholic doftrine refpedling Chrift's 
divinity. 

Great was the triumph manifefted by the unitarian partj 
on the publication of this elaborate hiftory. The outcry 
made by ^hem on the occafion, naturally roufed the atten- 
tion of thofe who adhered to the orthodox confeffion, and 
Dr. Horfley feized this opportunity of (hewing, not jonly 
the foundnefs of his faith, but his abilities for the moft in- 
tricate branches of theological controverfy. 

In 
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In the fummer of this year, he delivered to the clergy of 
the Archdeaconry of St. Albans a charge, in which he ex- 
prefsly controverted the Socinian pofition — that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity was not maintained by the Chriftian 
church in the firft three centuries ; and he not only gave 
a flat contradiction to Dr.- Pricftley's aflertion on this point, 
but' charged him with having taken, without acknowlege- 
ment, the whole of his argument from Z wicker and other 
eminent Socinians of the laft century. 

This difcourfe, at the rcqueft of his reverend auditory, 
was printed, with an appendix, explaining and confirming 
the pofitions which it contained. 

Dr; Prieftley, whofe pen is that of a ready writer, was 
not to be daunted at meeting with of formidable an antago- 
•nift; on the contrary, he rufhed at once into the battle, 
with the impetuofity of a man who feemed to place all his 

'reputation, as a combatant, upon the event of this conteft. 

"He, of courfe, inilantly replied to the Archdeacon, in a 

' feries of letters, which contained all his former aflertions, 
exprefled in a more confident tone than before. Dr. Horf- 

• ley was aware of the advantage which the precipitancy of 
his opponent had given him, and, therefore, in his anfwer, 
which was alfo in the epiftolary form, he noticed the fre- 

- quent flips in Greek quotation, and reference, which the 
Dodor had made *, and, with great adroitnefs, left it.to the 

-reader to judge, whether fo hafty and incautious an hifto- 
rian was to be depended upon in a matter of fuch import* 
^nce. 

But he did not merely expofe the Do£lor*s miftakes. He 
followed up the attack by numerous proofs in behalf of the 
common belief, drawn from the early fathers of the church 

■ and the purefl: ecclefiaftical hiftorians. The difplay of 
reading and acute rcfearch in thefe letters is wonderful. , 
The (lylealfo is admirable ; and though at times it aflumes 

I 2 a lofty 
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a lofty manner/ yet the reader of tafte finxls himfelf charm- 
ed with the elegance of the language^ and the clofenefs icyf 
the rcafoning. 

Dr. Prieftley continued the combat, by another feries of 
letters^ to which the Ardideacon again replied. The con- 
troverfy here clofed on the part of the latter, who (ignified 
that it was an endlefs talk to contend upon an exhaufted to- 
pic, with one who was never difpofed to ccafe difputing till 
he had obtained the laft word. In 1789 Dr. Horfley col- 
lected thefe tradis and printed them in one volume oftavoy 
with fome additions, particularly a fermon on the incarna- 
tion, preached ^t Nevvington, on Chriftmas-day, i7B5»afKl 
which having a material relation to the controverfy in qfuef- 
tion, he thought proper to infcrt in this collection. 

While this difpute was going on, our learned divine was 
engaged in another, which made nearly as much noife as 
the firft, at leaft in the fcientific world. When Sir Jofisph 
Banks came in as prefidcnt of the R6yal Society, on the rc- 
fignation of Sir John Pringle, the mathematical and philo- 
fophical members of the Newtonian fchool were difgufted 
at the extraordinary preference which was (hewn to fub- 
jeds, as they conceived, of an inferior nature to thofe 
which ought in their opinion to engage the firft learned fo^ 
ciety in the world. It has been faid, that cabals were 
formed by thofe members of the old ftamp againft the pre- 
fidcnt and his friends ; but of this no proof was ever brought 
forward. 

In 1785 the latter ventured upon a ftep which could not 
fail to fan the fmothering flame into a blaze. The council 
thought proper to difmifs the learned Do£tor Hutton froiai 
the office of Latin fecretary for foreign correfpondeace» 
upon the very frivolous pretence, that it was improper fuch 
a poft (hould be filled by a pcrCon who did not refide in the 

metropolis* 
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metropolis. The fcientific members took fire at this treat- 
ment of one of the ableft and mod refpe^iable c^ their bo* 
dy. Accordingly, in feveral meetings of the focicty, at- 
tempts were made to leffcn the influence of the prefuient *, 
and to reinftate Dr. Hutton in his place^ but without fuc- 
^fs. In this conteft between philofophy and the virtucfi^ 
Dr. Horfley made the mod confpicuons figure. Finding, 
however, tl^at his labours and thofe of his learned aiTociates 
were in vain, he forfook (to exprefs it in his ovim forcible 
language) " that temple, whttt philofophy once reigned, 
** and where Newton prefided as her officiating minifter." 

In 1786 Dr. Horfley obtained, without either foHcitation 
or even expe£lancy, a prebend in the cathedral church of 
Gloucefter. His friend on this occafion was Lord Thurlow, 
then Chancellor; who, without being perfonally knowft to 
Dr. H. or receiving any application oti his behalf, refifted 
every requeft that was made for this valuable preferment, 
and beftowed it upon the man whom he juftly confidered as 
having merited it the moft of any divine in this age. - 
■ During the year following, the Do^or preached an ordi- 
nation fermon in the cathedral of Gloucefter, in which he 
-maintained with great ftrength this pofition — that on the 
ceiTation of miraculous gifts, human learning is fubftituted 
by divine appoint qient, as an eifential qualification for the 
chriftian miniftry. At the command of the venerable pre- 
late before whom it was delivered (Dr. Samuel Hallifax) this 
ingenious difcourfe was foon after printed; and excited 
confiderable notice, and fome controverfy. 

Next year Dr. Horfley was elevated to the epifcopal bench, 
on the tranflation of Dr. Smallwell from the fee of St. Da- 
vid to that of Oxford. Lord Thurlow, on this occafion, 
was again his fteady and unfoltcited patron ; and it is well 

* Sir Jofcph was accufed, in an able pamphlet of that day, of taking very 
improper means to obuin the adipiffion or rejeftion of candidates. 

known 
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known that he made It a point to bring in his friend, in op« 
pofition to candidates who were backed by all the force of 
minifterial influence. 
I Soon after his admii&on to the Houfe of Lords, Dr. 
Horfley had an opportunity of difplaying his eloquence 
and learning, which he did td great advantage, on Earl 
Stanhope's motion for a revifion and reform of the canons 
of the church. His fpeech on this occafion afforded un* 
. common pleafure to the houfe ; and, what was rather re- 
markable, drew from the noble Earl juft mentioned a very 
liberal encomium. 

On the great ftruggle made by the proteftant difienters in 
1 790, to obtain a repeal of the- Corporation and Teft z&s^ 
a pamphlet appeared, entitled " a Review of the Cafe of the 
Proteftant Diffenters," whicli was written with fuch bold- 
nefs and elegance on the High Church fide, that, though 
anonymous, all parties concurred in attributing it to the Bi- 
ihop of St. David's ; nor in faft were they wrong in their 
conjefture. 

The year following he made a confpicuous figure in con- 
fequence of his primary charge to the clergy of his diocefe ; 
in this he maintained the old-fa(hioned doftrine of jujlifi^ 
cation by faith aloney and prefled it home upon his hearers, 
that the too common pradice pf preaching mere mor(ilitf 
was deftru£live of vital religion. 

This charge, of a complexion fo very different from what 
had been ufually delivered in cathedral churches, attra£led 
confiderable notice. Thofe who were attached to the CaU 
viniftic principles, or, as they are commonly called, Evan- 
gelical Chriftians, were, enraptured with the fentiments 
conveyed in this difcourfe. Others, on the contrary, 
conceived that the Bifhop had miftaken the doftrine 
of the gofpcl, on thS fubjed of juftification ; while the 

Unita- 
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Unitarians were extremely irritated at the harfli terms in 
which his Lordfliip had mentioned their kSt and creed in 
his charge. Several replies were accordingly publilhcd to 
it ; but the learned prelate feemed to confider himfelf fu- 
perior to the adverfaries who wifljed to provoke him again 
into controverfy. 

His condufl: in the fee of St. David's is highly praife- 
worthy. Of all the biflioprics, no one exhibited more 
poverty, or more ignorance, on the part of the clergy, than 
this. , Many of the curacies, when his lordfhip entered up- 
on the government of this extenfive diocefe, did not exceed 
ten pounds per annum, and fome of the churches were acr 
tually ferved for five ! It may eafily be concluded what fort 
of divines a great part of thefe poor minifters were, under 
fuch aircumftances. What was ftill worfe, thtt multitude 
of candidates for orders incr^afed yearly, fo that Wales 
poured her fuperfluous clergy ikito England, to the difgrace 
of the doth, and the real injury of fuch as were regularly 
bred., The writer of this has no inclination to fport himr 
felf at the expence of any body of men j but he could en* 
tertain the reader with many whimfical anecdotes refpe£l- 
ing the learning and ingenuity of the Welch.clergy. A re- 
form was, therefore, neceiTary, but to accomplifli it re- 
quired a ftrong and perfevering mind. 

Our. indefatigable prelate was not to be daunted ty any 
obftacles. He obtained, with the greateil poflible difpatch, 
an accurate and minute ft ate of his diocefe. He then gave 
notice to the beneficed clergy, who did not refide, that they 
would be compelled to reiidence, or to allow their curates 
a more liberal falary. By this means, he remedied that 
fliameful abufe, of one man's ferving feveral churches on 
the fariie day; limiting a curate to two only, and thofe 
within a moderate diftance from each other. 

Having regulated the condition of the clergy, he pror 
ceeded to a ftrifter courfe, with refpeft to candidate^ for 

holy 
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holy orders, admitting none without perfonallj examimag 
them himfelfy and looking very narrowly into the titk» 
which they produced. 

With all this vigilance, his Lordfhip a£ted to them as si 
tender father, encouraging them to vifit him during hia ftay 
in the country, which was ufually for feveral months in the. 
year, affifting them with advice, and adminifteriBg to their 
temporal neceffities with a liberal and paternal hand. 

In his progrefs through the diocefe he frequently preach- 
ed in the parifh churches, efpecially on the days when th^ 
facrament was adminiftered^ and bellowed confideral lat* 
gefies upon the poor. 

He kept a moft hofpitable table at his epifcopal pahce^ 
at Aberguilly, near Caermarthen, to which the neighbour- 
ing gentry and clergy were always welcome. In ;,iborty he 
was a bleffing to that poor people \ and they followed him 
with grateful hearts, and parted from him with infinite re^ 
lu£lance. This is not an ideal pi£kure : it is a true 'but 
imperfefl (ketch of a£tual life j and fuch as the fedbfe 
painter had opportunities of feeing more than once. 

On January 30th, 1793, the bifliop of St. David's wat 
appointed to preach before the Houfe of Lords, and as the 
recent murder of the king of France was the general tc^ic 
of converfation and pity, the abbey was; greatly crowded. 
That difcourfe is in print ; and whatever may be thought 
of the notions on government, which diftinguifli it, there 
can be but one opinion concerning its very beautiful and 
pathetic peroration. When publilhed, the bifliop appended 
to his fermon a long vindication of the chara&er of Calvin^ 
from the charge of being a friend to rebellion and regicide. 

The following year he was tranflated, on the death of 
fiifiiop Pearce, from St. David's to Rochefler, on which oc- 
cafion he refigned all his other church preferments. 

When 
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Wken'he entered upon his office as Dean of Weftminfter, 
he fotfnd many things in the condition of that church which 
ftood in great need of reformation ; and with his ufual ac- 
dvity, he inftantly fet about the work. In paiticular, the 
friaiies of the minor-canoins andofiiceri were extremely low, * 
9nd by no means proportionate. With a mod commendable 
i^ifit of liberality, therefore, he obtained an inftant advance, 
and then began to regulate the condo£t and duty of the 
perfons whom he had fo materially affifted. Had he, on 
Ihc contrary, (et about a more exaft difcipline, without at-f 
tending to the ncceffities of thcfe men, they would, perhaps, 
have juftly fronfidered him as a fcvere taflcmaker, and mur- 
mured at l^s regulations. By this mode of conduf^, he gain- 
ed 'their efteem and gratitude ; and it may fafelybe faid, that 
no man ever fj|lied that ftation with fuch populsirity as the 
prefent dean. 

In the career of politics, his popularity, perhaps, is not 
quite fo great. The zeal which he difplays in the agiution 
of public meafures, and the promptnefs with which he ex- 
preffes his fchtimcnts on the fide of the eiftablifhed order of 
things, civil and religious, have procured him many enemies. 
Without endeavoupng to extenuate any thing in his condud: 
that is reprehenfible, let it be permitted for us to fay, that 
his language has been often greatly mifreprefented, and 
been made by his adverfaries to exprefs a meaning which 
the right reverend prelate Jiolds in abhorrence. He )]has 
been too apt to exprefs his fentiments in abftrafb propofiti- 
ons, which may he made, by artful mep, to fignify what 
never entered into his lordftiip's mind. Were we to a£l fo 
genexouily, as to put the beft conftru£lion upon his obfer- 
vations, and that certainly ought to be done, unlefs his own 
explanation proved decifive, in all probability, we (hould 
find here lefs occ^fion for cenfure^ and more for commen- 
^sitioQ. 
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But to leave his political reputation to its fate. In ij^6f 
he printed, without his name, a moft profound and elegant 
diflertation on " the Latin and Greek Profodies," dedicated 
to Lord Thurlow. In this learned performance, he {hews 
an uncommon depth of penetration into, and acquaintance 
with, the nature and conftru£l:iQn of the ancient languages ; 
and approves himfelf a mo& powerful, though perhaps not 
an invincible advocate for the ufe of the Greek accents. 

W^ junderftand that this zealous ^nd active prelaite is now 
deeply engaged in a work upon the prophecies of the Old 
^nd New Teilaments and from his known powers, as a 
profound thinker and calculator, there can be no doubt en^ 
tertained of the value of his performance, (hould he, as it is 
to be ihoped he wil}, fjcivour the world with jtbc fruits of 
his refearches* 

fiefides the works already mentioned, bifliop Horfley is 
the author pf fome ingenious papers on mathematical fub- 
jcAs, various fermpns pn public pccafions, and feveral epif- 
copal charges. 

He has been twice married. By his firft lady he h$id two 
children J one only of whom is living, who is at prefej[it at 
Chrift-church college, 0?cford. 
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SIR FRANCIS BULLER is the eldeft fon of the late 
John Bullcr, Efq. of Mbrval, in the county of Cornwall. 
The extenfive parliamentary intereft of his family is well 
known ; this, joined to his own abilities, could not fail to 
raife him, early in life, to an eminent rank in his profeflion. 

After being educated at Winchefter fchool, he was called 
to the bar in the year 1 763, and brought into parliament foon 

after 
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after; This with a lawyer is generally a prelude to a (ilk 
gowti) but it was not immediately obtained. His profei&on- 
al deiut did not promife much eminence, for he commenced 
his career as a fpectal pleader, having ftudied the pra£tical 
part of this dull but neccflary branch of legal fcience under 
the prefent Judge A(hhurft, and like his precurfor he was al- 
ways ranked among the mod eminent in that particular line. 
This charafler, accordingly, foon brought him into great re* 
jpute as a common-law draughtfman ; and Erlkine, after 
having laid by his fword, firft brandiflied a. pen at his defk. 

His practice at the bar was, at the fame time, very con-r 
fiderable. 

In 1772; Mr. Buller publiflied ** An Introdu£kion to the 
Law of Njsi Prius," which is a noli me tangere of its kind, and 
will long continne to enjoy a high degree of eftimation ; in-, 
deed, in every thing that did not require an appeal to the 
paflions, he (hewed himfelf a mafter ; then only he failed ! 
His eloquence, as a counfel, was neither pleaGng nor pow-^ 
erful, but on the other hand, fpw judges deliver themfelves 
^ with more propriety than him ; his language being digni(ied, 
and his manner, perhaps, fomewhat too authoritative^ This 
affords a proof that the oratory fuited for the bar is effenti- 
ally different from that adapted for the bench. 

The borough intereft of his family, added to a matrimoni- 
al alliance with that of the late Earl Bathurft, at length pro<- 
ciired him a filk gown, the place of a Welch judge, and even 
elevated him to the coif, while yet a very young man. He 
was accordingly called to the degree of ferjeant at law, on be- 
ing appointed one of the juftices of the court of King's Bench. 

In this capacity his abilities had full play, as he poffeffes 
great quicknefs of perception, readily forefees the confequen- 
ces of fa£ls, and anticipates the drift of an argument at the 
firft glance \ but, like the great lawyer whom he has been 
ambitious of copying, he isfo|fnetime$ rather too hady in 
drawing his conclufions. "> 
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As foon as he aflumed the ermine, he inftantly attrs^ded 
the particular attention of Lord Mansfield, and although 
the youngcft judge that was ever promoted to the bench, yet 
his opinion had always more influence with the Chief Juftice 
than that of any of his collegues. 

Our judge has alfo at times been accufed of fomewhat 
bordering on petulance of difpofition, which has led him 
into rather unpleafant altercations. An inftance of this oc- 
curred at the famous trial of the Dean of St. Afapb, when, 
after pulhing his oppofition to his quondam pupil, Mr. Erf- 
kine, tp threats and defiance, he at length fufixsred him to fet 
his authority at nought, and even allowed him to proceed in 
the interrogatories the judge had fo ftrenuoufly oppofed. 

When Lord Mansfield was about to retire, he exerted the 
remains of his once-powerful intereft to procure the nomi- 
nation of Buller to fucceed him, and is even faid to have re- 
tained his poft, on this very account, fome time after ht haci 
been difenabled by his infirmities from performing its dmies. 

Some time fince Sir Francis exhibited a wi(h to retireirom 
the King's Bench, and propofed an exchange for a feat in tfie 
Common Pleas, but difficulties then occurred, which defer- 
red the accomplifliment of his wifhes. He was then fecond 
on the Bench, and had he removed during the life of Judge 
Gould, he muft have fat as third only in the Common Please 
but on the death of that truly venerable and honeft man, he 
had his wi(h gratified, by a removal from the fuppofed o\h 
jcQ: of his difpleafure. 

He was lately placed ^t the head of the Special Commifli- 
on for trying the ftate prifoners at Maidftone, and he muft 
be allowed by all candid men to have conduftedhimfelf with 
great impartiality, A circumftance happened on [this occa* 
fion which gave the judge an opportunity to fhew his 
impartiality to great advantage 5 we mean the dif- 
covery of the letter written by the Rev. Mr. Young, 
(on of the Secretary of the Board of Agrxcultnrc; 

of 
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of which we fliali not fay a fingle word, as he is now Under 
profecution by the Attorney General, , 

The compliments paid by the judge to Mr. Fox, the Duke 
of Norfolk^ Lord Suffolk, and other nobkmen and gentle- 
men in Oppofition, have drawn down upon his head the 
abufe of fome of the Minifterial papers; and by a ftrange 
fatality, the great lawyer, formerly fufpedied of leaning to- 
wards defpotifm, is confidered by them as at prefent too lit- 
tle attached to prerogative. 

Sir Francis r^fides at his country-feat in a manner worthy 
the imitation of his brethren of the long robe. .Unbending 
from the reftraint of the coif, he lives without oftentation ; 
but his table is a hofpitabk one, and he pays every attention 
to his guefts. Gay, facetious, liberal in his converfation 
and opinions, he defpifes the petty prejudices of the day, 
and proves that he has confidered mankind, rather in the 
chara£^r of a philofopher than a lawyer. 

. Much to his honour he has improved great portions of 
the wafte land in his neighbourhood, and when thefe are 
brought into a ftate of cultivation, he builds cottages, and 
portions them eut into little farms, at eafy rents. 

Thug, while he is benefiting the prefent age, he is alfo 
creating a noble fortune for his pofterity ! 
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THIS gentleman, better known by his poetical appellati- 
on of Peter Pindar, is a native of that part of Devonlhire 
which has been called the Garden of England. He was 
educated, we believe, at Kingfbridge, near which he was 
born. The fchoolmaller of that town, an exceeding good 
fdiolar, and a man of moft amiable manners, was a quaker. 

The 
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The uncle of our bard being a iingle man, and eftabUfli* 
ed at Fowey, in Cornwall, as an Apothecary, took his ne- 
phew, when young, with a view to his fucceeding him in 
- his bufinefs. Here he acquired a tolerable ihare of medical 
' knowledge ; and was in great efteem with his kinfman^ and 
the neighbourhood. At his leifure hours he cultivated hk 
mind by the perufal of the beft modern writers; and im- 
proved himfelf confiderably in the art of drawings to which 
he (hewed an early propenfity. 

On the appointment of Sit William Trelawney to be Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, about the vear 1769, Mr. Wolcott.fck 
a ftrong inclination to accompany him, efpecially as that 
gentleman was a diftant relation of his own, and a great 
friend to the family. He accordingly prefled his uncle, not 
only to give his confent to the projeft, but alfo to folicit the 
favour from Sir William. 

The old gentleman was at fird extremely concerned at this 
turn in his nephew's mind. It was a complete overthrow of 
his favourite fcheme refpefting him, and it was moreover 
depriving himfelf of a mofl: ufeful afliftant. RemoB- 
ftrances, however, were vain ; and therefore, with the 
greateft good nature, he waited upon, the Governor^. and 
obtained the favour that the young adventurer (hould make 
one in his fuite. 

In the voyage the ihip touched at Madeira, where Peter, 
enchanted with the beauties which nature fo luxuriantly 
exhibits in that ifland, wrote fome exquifite fonnets. On 
his arrival at Jamaica, he commenced furgeon, with which 
he blended the pra£tice of phyfic, and was a£):ually nominat- 
ed Phyfician General to the ifland. A circumftancc howe- 
ver occurred that diverted him for fome time from his me- 
dical career, and threw him into the arms of a profeffion, 
for which few men were ever Icfs qualified. 

The incumbent of the mod valuable living in Jamaica 
happened to pay the laft tribute to nature not long after the 

Doaor 
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Do£tor fettled there. Whether his prai^ce had not been 
fufficiently lucrative, or what other motive poflefled him, 
we know not, but^certain it is, he looked upon the vacant 
refkory with a wifhful eye. As there was no clergyman at 
hand to fupply the place of the deceafed, the phyfician of 
the body commenced phyfician of the foul, and a£lually of- 
ficiated for a confiderable time in this capacity, reading the 
prayers of the church of England, and preaching occafion- 

ally- 
Fearing, at length, that he {hould be fuperfeded, byare- 
gular minifter properly inftituted to the living, the Do£lor 
fet out for England, carrying with him ftrong letters of re- 
commendation to the Bifhop of London, that he might not 
•only be ordained but alfo be appointed to the church which 
•he had ferved. 

But though his application- was backed pretty ftrongly by 
fome very confiderable friends in England, the -Bifhop re- 
fund to admit him, on the ground, we believe, of his hav- 
ing prefumed to perform the minifterial duties without being 
•properly licenfed thereto. 

- In confequence of this difappointmqnt, the Do£lor de- 
clined revifiting his patients and parifliioners in the Welt 
Indies ; but having previoufly obtained the degree of M.D. 
from one of the Scotch univerfities, he went down to the 
place of his former refidence, and after living there fome 
time, removed to Truro, where he pra£lifed for feveral 
y^ars as a phyfician, with great credit and fuccefs. About 
this time his uncle died, and left him nearly ^wo thoufand 
pounds. 

The doftor's fatirical vein (hewed itfelf on various occa- 
(ions • in Cornwall ; particulariy in fome humorous jokes, 
which he played off upon the late Mr. Rofewarne, of Trura, 
and other gentlemen, of the neighbourhood. He was alfo 
engaged in fome troublefome and expenfive lawfuits \ one of 
which was with the corporation of Truro,, relative to their 

right 
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right of putting upon him a pariOi apprentice. In confe- 
quente of thcfe difputesi be found that part of the world 
diiagreeable, and therefore refolved to quit it for a (jphere 
more congenial to his talents and.difpofition. 

During his refidence in this county^^ the Do£tor had an 
opportxinitjr of bringing forward to the world an eminent 
natural genius, who otherwife might have been buried in 
total oblivion, or at die mod have been a fign-painter in hii 
native country. The perfon we allude to was John QpiE| 
whofe rude drawings in common chalk, efpecially likenef- 
fes, our Doftor viewed with fomc curiofity arid admiration 
in his rides through the village of St. Anne, whece Opie 
was a pariih apprentice to one Wheeler, a houfe carpentcn 

Thcfe drawings were fo fuperior to what could be ezpe£k* 
ed in fuch a place, and from fuch a perfon, that the phyii«> 
cian was induced, to become his inftruflor and his paixon. 
He accordingly furnifhedhim with materials, and garehun 
iefibns, by wluch he profited in a manner that furpri&d and 
delighted the benevolent tutor. Having made a rapid prp«- 
grefs, Opie went to Exeter, where he acquired fomc Imow- 
lege of oil painting. From that city he removed to Lon- 
don, and under Sir Jolhua Reynolds became one of the matt 
eminent artilU of the age. 

We are forry to remark, however, that a violent mifiui- 
derftanding took place during fome years between the. doc- 
tor and his pupil, and from what we can learn, the canfc 
originated in the forgetfulnefs with which the latter afiioGt- 
ed to treat his obligations to the former. 

Of the doftor's poetical produftions while he was engaj^ 
ed in the praftlce of phyfic, we have feen only one Speci- 
men ; but that is an excellent one, and we truft our readers 
will be pleafed with us for inferting it in this place. . , 

In the year 1776, when Mr. Polwhele, well-known hj 

his various publications, was at Truro-fchool, he.had giveo 

to him for an evening exercife, to be tranflated.into Engliflr^. 

the following beautiful Latin Epigram on fleep : 

Somne 
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Sonrae leris, qiumquam certiflima mortis imago, 
Conibrtem cupio te tamen efle tori : 
Alma qmes, optata veni.; nam, iic, fine vita 
Vivere, quam fuave eft ; fie, fine morte, mon* 

Of this epigram the dodor was requefted to give a tranf- 
laition^ which he produced in a few minutes as follows : 

Come, geotU fleefi, attend thy. vot'ry'< P>^yc|:/^ 
And tho' death's image to my conch repair, 
How fweet, thus lifelefs,. yet with life tb' lie. 
Thus, wii|)out dying, O how fweet ^die ! 

Our author's £rft literary production was an <^ Eptfile to 
** the Revieweri,** 4to. 1782, a truly laughable piece of fa-i- 
drCj and certainly difcharged againft fair game. His next 
performance was ** Lyric Odes to the Royal Aca4efinctans^, 
1735, in which is a happy mixture of wit^ tafte, ^nd ele- 
gance, .but at the famt: tim^ it inuft be allo^iredi that a want 
of candour diftinguiihes the criticifms^ and particularly witfa^ 
refjpeA to the paintings of Mr. Weft. 
. In the year following he publiflied another fet of odes to 
the members of the ^oyal Acadeniy^ bearing the fame cha?- 
raCleriftics. About the fame time he produced a perform- 
ance of more originality and boldnefs. This was the Louftady 
a mock heroic poem, aboHnding in wit, humo|ir» and 
fttength. 

The foundation^ on which our Satirift eredted this lively 
pieccj was this : — His Majefty one evening at fupper ob- 
ferved a human hair upon his plate, among fqme greei^ 
peas. This offenilve objed occ^fioned a 4epree to be iflued 
forth,' that sUl th^ cool^s^^ (culiions, &c. in the royal kit- 
chen, (hould have their heads fhayed. Great murmurings 
were excited by tfiis mandate ; but the law, like that of ^he, 
Mcdes and Perfians» was irrevocable. 

On this incident, Peter formed his excellent produ£kipn ; 
only ^changing die hair, by virtue 0/ die Itftnt'ia poeticay to. a 
livivg animal! 



His next produftion was an cpiftjj? to James Bosw^t, 
Efq. the felf-fufficient attendant upon Dr. Jehafoa to tbt 
Hebrides. This was followed by Bozzi and PpOEftr/' in 
which the folly of tittle tattle biographers is expofed in the 
happjeft manner. 

The greateft fviccefs attended our author's publjcati^Si 
Never did any fatirift difplay fuch various excellence. Thofc 
who difapproved hi* fetltimcnts, a«d were offended at his 
freedom and want of refpeft for authority, could not |:ead 
his poems with unmoved mufcjes. To give a catalQgi;vc of 
his numerous writings would be needlefs. There can be 
Ho occafioh to fpccify at length what is uniTcrfaHy known, 
and as unlverfally admired. Though our author h^a Otovii 
ntoft confpieudufty aa a fatif ift, and here indeed hU fpliSft^ 
dovir has been of an extraordinary brilliancy, yet the re4< 
der of his fonnets will fomctimes be difpofed to regret hit 
having devoted fonmeh of his time and genius to fei^potar)! 
and pcrfenal fubj^fld. 

The admirers of poetical cjfeellenee may laugh at tntt 
bard's pleafant talcs and whimCcal itefcriprtions i Imt Acy 
will feel a mere exqulfitc fenfation oi| reading the teti<fcr 
and fentimental eflra6ons of his pen. 

The Doftor, we underftahd, lately fuperinteitded a new 
edition of PUkington^^ diflfionary of Painters, to whjeh he 
made fome additions. Before we conclude, it may notice 
amifs to remark, that in his converfatiem our Satrrift ctecs 
net exhibit either ihkt lacettoufnefs of acerbity wKiok ^a 
fp eminently difpkyed in his work^ 

Neither ought we to finiih this aiticle without obfentagy 
that MeiTrs. Robinibns^ Golding^ and Walker, agreed, kt 
*795> to pay Dr* W^ aa annuity of 240/. peraMmumi'foft 
the copy-fight of his work«. Unfdrttihately, owing ■ to 
fome obfcurity in drawing up the agreement, it Irni hctn 
contended hy one party, that k imprres only thofe ct flic 
Poet itlreadj pubHfhed, while the ethers wi^ l(> iorfude -aM 
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Iffait mmy bcte*fter be giv«n to tbe wovM, bj tbe facetious 
Peter. 

Wt vrt (brrytokH, that an adttbn at common bw has 
been fucceeded by a chancery fuit ; and without emering in- 
to the merits of a queftion, on which fomc future Oian- 
collor may decide in the eourfc of the mneieeirth eenmry^ 
we moft cordially recommend an amicable adjuftment, and 
immediate eonipromife to all parties. What a pity> that the 
rapacioiM harjHes of tht law Arouid be permitted to fwallow 
up die patrimony of the Mufes ! 

Our poety we believe, once more pradifes as a phyfieian. 
Xately recovered from an aftbmay he hat acquired an kiti- 
pMt ftcquaiatanee wkh the theory of that dtfeafe, and k 
himfi^ ft liring inftan^^ that with (kilful management k is 
not fs^talj even in its laft and worft ftagee. He ha^ alfo 
*]f)fii«Htidl)r inv«A^attd the ^ufturls of that delicate or^n^ 
tile httn^ah ear. 

This is a fpeeies of knowledge neither to be obtained on 
the fumrnit of I^arniiflii&, ^hdr drawn from the founuin 
Hippocrene^ but there is' efc certain nirirerfality in geniuSi 
'whleb> iiideed^ ecfnfUtutee one of its ehief chara£t#riftics. 

•w. 

/Om MOORE, D.D. 

Pri0(iU of all Enghnd^ 

SOM? of th«v.^hlcjft ;^nd beft prcl^tps of whpm the 
Churcb of ]Bp^^o4 h^s to boaft, origina^y arpfc from very 
humble fituation^ in focicty. The catalogue fjf.h^r priwtes, 
W particular! ^alinpft. entirely confifts of p^rfpnaof lowly cx- 
tra£lion. Cranmer, Parker, Grindal, and Whitjgift, the 
^re&t. pillars ef ^ ch^areh ^fbUifliment after thg fepstratt^A 
ium the papal pke, were all of ^ mean defcent,^ if, as in 

K 2 N^^ 
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the vulgar phrafeology of common life, poverty, and meaf^ 
nefs be fynonymous. 

Archbiihop Abbot was educate4 and maintained by pub- 
lic charity. 

Laud's father was a weaver; fo was Tillotfon'sj and 
none of them appear to have been in circumftances tpi pro^ 
vide for his fon. 

Potter was a fervitor in his college 5 and both Herring 
and Sicker were more indebted to good fortune, smd lucky 
hits in life, than to family connexions, for their elevatioii 
to the epifcppal bench. 

Nor has this been the cafe only with the church of Eng- 
land. The moft eminent of the Roman pontiflFs fpniitg 
from obfcurity \ and the poor people in Italy, un^l o£ late, 
have been accuftomed to excite in their children an applica- 
tion to ftudy, by relating to thpm the ftory of Pope Sixtju^ 
the Fifth. That great man was the fon of a cottager ; and 
on his elevation to the liara, he ufed to fay \n Contempt 
of the pafquinadps that were made upon his birth, that he 
was (dornus natus illufiri* J ** born of an illuftrious hpufe, 
^< becaufe the fun-beams paffing through the brol^n walband 
** ragged roof, illu/f rated every corner of his father's hut !** 

Dr. Moore, the prefcnt Archbiihop of Canterbury, is a 
native of Glduceftcr, where his father was a butcher, in 
fuch low circumftances that he could not afford the ex- 
pences ncceffary to give his fqn that liberal education which 
he both defired and deferved. He was therefore brought up 
at the free fchool .qf bis native cijty,^ and on account of his 
• docility of behaviour and promifing talents^ fome^ fn^^^ 
procured for him a humble fituation in Pembroke College, 
Oxford, whence he afterwards removed to Chrift-Church. 

While at college, he applied himfelf to his ftudies with 
confiderable affiduity, and acquired great refpefl: by his 

* This is a play ii|>oii words, and unforti^nately kies much of Its tMnnt 
1}y tranflation. -^ • • •. ■ . . . »• . 

modeft 
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modeft demeaheur, the regularity of his condu£t, and has 
claffical attainments. 

He had, however, with all thefe qualifications, no higher 
profpe£b before him than that of a country curacy, till one 
of thofe lucky circumftances happened'', which fometimes 
occur in the great game of human life, aiid bring the ob- 
fcureft individual to the moft unlikely of all fituations. 

The late Duke of Marlborough affefted to love the ftudy 
of mathematics; and in confequence of that propenfity, 
Mr. Blifs, Savilian profeflbr of geometry and aftronomer 
royal, was frequently at Blenheim. In one of his vifits 
there, the Duke alked the profefTor to recommend him a 
young man qualified to z&, as private tutor to the Marquis 
of Blandford. Blifs, whofe ideas never went beyond the 
prefent circumftdnce, had no thoughts of his own fon, but 
was puzzling his brains to pitch upon fome perfon that 
might anfwer the Duke's purpofe. At the time he was 
thus ruminating, young Moore happened to be ftroUing in 
the p^rk, and as he was of the fame college with the Pro- 
feflbr, who refpe£led his character, he at once mentioned 
him to his Grace, as one well qualified to undertake the 
charge. 

In confequence of this recommendation, Mr. Moore was 
fcnt for, who readily accepted the offer which was made 
him. But the pride of the Duehefs would not permit her. 
to allow her fon's tutor to dine in her prefence j and there- ""^^ ^ 
fore Mr. Moore was obliged to put up with a place at the 
£e;jC<)nd table. The mortification arifing from this circum- 
ilance, perhaps, was not then very great : but it is re- 
markable, that this haughty dame when (he became a wi- 
dow, actually courted the very fame tutor to receive her 
hand! 

Few men in Mr. Moore's circumftances would have fcru- 
pled how to 2iGt on fuch an occafion. His prudence, however, 
made him forefee that no real good coUld^vell rcfuH to him 

frgov 
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from an acceptance of the propofal ^ and he accordingly de- 
clined it. This generous condu£t endearing lum to hie pu«* 
pil and the whole family, every exer^n was made to pro- 
mote bi« advancement in the church. 

As a firft ftc^ the young Duke {ettfed an annuity erf . 
400/. iy)on Dr.- Moore, and obtained for him, in 1769^ a 
golden prebend m the cathedral of Durham, to whoch a 
▼dluafclc ifviAg wa9 annexed. In 1771, his Grace perfon* 
ally folicit«d foir hks^ of the King, the Deanery of Canter- 
bury^ and obtained it^ ki 17759 he was made Bifliop <ff 
Bah^r* 

On the deaih of Dr. Fredrick Gomwallis, in 17^3^ ditf • 
fee«f Canterbury w^^ ofiered to the two greateft pr«l«tea 
that then Ornai^ented the EngUfli Chorch, Lowth and 
Hwtd, The Ibrmet decline the traolflation, from hit.gitsait' 
agei. and the l««te3r« from hi& attachment to his own diooefe 
of Weitefter. It is reported, but upon what ground we 
will not renture to fay, that his Majefty, on diis, defircd 
each of thofe great men to recommend one of the biflK)p6 ta 
him, as the fitteft in their JAjdgment to fill the metropoUti- 
QsA chair \ and that they both, without having any kaow- 
lege of each other's opinion, mentioned Dr. Moore; 

To hrve fupprefled this anecdote in this place would have 
been wrong, becaufethe ftory has been very g^enerally re-' 
ported, and it tnay be true. As for our part, we arc in- 
dined, to believe that the real fai^ is other wife, and theft his 
adv^Hi^ement to the primacy was the eSe^ of the fame fM-. 
troneg^ which firft rsufed him in the church. Moft 91^. 
doubtedly he h^A not evinced any of thofe ilrong powcn^ 
which could have produced fo retuarkable a prediledion ia 
his favour in the nunds of bis learned br^hren $ befides^. 
we might fay, that it is very unlikely a poft of fuch confe-f 
qu€>oce fliould, in a msmaer, be fuffered to go a-beggtng. 

Let the matter bd as it may. Dr. Moore obtained the m 
flus ubra of eccleGaftical dignity, and his conduct 'in it hag 

been 
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^eeH fo dtC(Mrottt, as to te&eSt great botour upon him- 
M( »nd hiB patrons. The fee. of Ctnterbury requires 
a very temj^erate perfoii ; and his grace has eKadly fteered. 
t)kat Goitrfe, which bis illuftrious pred^ceflbrs, Tillotfon atid 
SeckoTi purfued ivifh credit to tbemfelrei and benefit to 
the church. 

Hie haa Wifely avoidtd talcing any a£itre part in fK)lt^al 
difputes, neither has he adopted any fteps to inflame the 
minds of difTenters on the one hand9 nor to alarm the friends 
of orthodoxy on the other. 

When any meafure has been before the Houfe of Peers, 
in which the interests qtf tb$ church were at all concerned^ 
his Grace has generally been an able, but moderate fpeaker. 
During his ptirhacy, the idxtenfion of tofcrAtion, and epifco- 
pacry have taken platt ; for the CithoHc^ have been greatly 
relieved, and Bifltdps have been appoititcd in America. 
Both t!i6fe drcurtiftihijys had hJs Grace's cdtmtenance arid 
fupport. He has, motebver; b^eft thd cbnftant friend of 
merit ; and numercms aiJls of generous patronage might be 
recorded in his praifb. ' 

It too frequebtiy happens, that rtien of obfcute origin rf' 
feft to forget the lot^ly flfockfrom whenccrfhey fprmng. An 
efcvation for which they Ver^ lio way ptepairtd by fanrilv 
coniierions, geiietally turns fftelt ht^As dlzfify virith faMc 
pride 5 and thert a vibW' of thrtslt hutnbte defcerit bc?comes cff- 
fenfive. f ornn^ frirtidfliipsi and fituatiofi^ are Cdrtfe^cfitly 
wiped oxit, of their irenlettibraticfe, zt&'pts6t rehtrons tcte 
carefully ftiunned, or are call iittb theffirafd^, tafiibfifl on a; 
pJttafic^ ptlvately beffcro^ed^' that «hey may not tarftrflt the 
dignity (k the gteat piirf6mt^e to /whom thtfy have thcf fot« 
ttine to be allied. He ^iHto rifcs fupetior to this cotixrttoit 
firfflrigisa tttie phltofbphtfy anrf worthy cff oui* efteiittV. * 

Drl McJote no Icrotier began tnr tafte the fwects of prafc 
pcrity, fhirt he* eag^f fy haftcned to commtmiciittf a po^ttofif 
of them to his faittliy j ir\i i^ he advtoced in prcfcrifterif j 

his" 
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bis attention to them was proportionably encreafed. This is 
an eulogy far more ^honourable than that derived from the 
moft illuftrious talents^ or the moft fplendid ad'ions. 

The Archbiihop has only printed two fermons ; the one 
preached on the thirtieth of January^ I777> before the 
Lords j and the other on the faft-day in 1781. 

His Grace married a fifter of Lord Auckland, by whom 
he has feveral children. 

e 
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. THAT eminent conftellation, which once illuminated the 
literary hemifphere with fuch fplendour, and in which John- 
son (hone with the moft diftinguifhed luftre, has for fome 
time, been reduced to a very fmall number of luminaries. 

The veteran who now calls for our confideration long 
moved in this illuftrious circle with confiderable reputation, 
and enjoyed a degree of applaufe, on account of his pro- 
ductions, which has been the lot of but few. He has, 
however^ {een the greateft ornaments of literature cut o£F| 
and hardly any others worthy notice arifing in their place. 
He has beheld the new philofophy fpreading its glare wide 
around, and obtaining admiration ; and. he has lived to wit- 
nefs a new theatrical tafte, ufurping the province of the ge- 
nuine drama, and. threatening complete deftru£tion to one 
of the fineft branc];i^s of poefy. 

. He has alfb exifted long enou^ to witnefs a revolution, 
Qot only in matters of a political nature, but in manners^ 
.^[entiment, and amufements. Surely fuch a man, ftill re- 
taining all his faculties in their priftine vigour, cannot con- 
template the furrounding fcene in which he is nearly ifo- 
lated, without feeling all bis fenfibilities wounded ! But 
let us wave reflection, and proceed to narrative. 

■ Mr 
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Mr. MiiRPHY was bom in Cork, about the year 1727, 
and receiTed in that city the rudiments of his education. 
From Ireland he was fent to the Jefuit's College at St.Omer's, 
and attained in that learned feminary a rery extenfive know- 
lege of the Latin language. 

• His uncle, who refided in -the Weft-Indies, defigning 
him for trade, he was placed in a Banking-houfe in Lom- 
bardr-ftreet. But the Mufes foon attraded him from the 
bill-book and the ledger ; and inftead of applying Mmfelf to 
cbmmercial ftudies, all his attention was devoted to the 
writings of the moft elej^t authors, ancient and modern. 
The compting-houfe was of courfe foon entirely aban- 
4otled : and, with a Ycry fcanty pittance of this world's 
ftore, he entered himfelf, in 1750, a member of the Socie- 
ty of Gray's Inn, and became an adventurer in literature, 
{Cirtly from neceffity and partly from choice. 

At firft. Indeed, he formed the defign of adopting the 
ftage as a ptofefBon, but after two or three eflays, one of 
which was in the charader of Othello, he found himfelf 
better qualified to tori/r^ playsf than to a8 them.* 

His 



* Chal-les Churchill, the celebrated iatiiift, was perhaps too fevere on this 
attempt on the part of Mr. Murphy, whom be always periecuted with a 
nmcour that feeioed, from its violence, to have ariren in peribnal diflike ; 

■** In peribn tall^ a figure form'd to pleafe^ 
*' If iymmctry could charm, deprivM of cafe ; 
« When motionlefs he (lands, we aH approve : 
" What pity *tls the Thino was made to mote ! 
*< His voipe in one dull, deep, uiivary'd found, 
' ** Seems to ^reak forth from caverns under ground; 
** From hoUow eheft, the low fepnlchral note 
<c Unwilling heaves, and llrugglcs in his-throat* 
** Cpuld authors butchcr'd give an a£tor grace, 
** All muft to him refign the foremoft plfice. ' 

<< When he attempts, in (bme one fav*Hte part, 
«* To ape the feelings of a manly heart, 
«* His honeft features the difgnife defy, 
^ «< And his face loudly gives his tongue the lie. 

•« Still in extreme, he knows no happy mean, 
« Or r*viog mad, or ihipld^r fercne : 

^* In 
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His firft literary undertaking that we know of wag the 
Cray's Inn Journal, which he commenced in 175^ aid 
continued for two years. Thi« work was not without its 
meritf or even celebrity, though when compared with the 
other periodical papers of the fame time, particularly the 
formidable Rambler, itiinks.into'infigni&cance. This pub- 
lication, however, was the means of introducing the authi^ 
to the acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnfon, and as the ^Ma^. 
dote is curious, it is worth relating in this place. 

Mr. Murphy was on a vifit at the country^-houfc of Foolib 
when a paper was wanted for hisJ^joM'nal. Being UL-difypl^ 
cd for compofition, the Englifh Ariftophanes produ^d a 
new French miCcelJany, in which was an Eaftern apoio|^ 
remarkably ingenious. This pleafed our author fo wdl^^bafi 
he tranflatcd it at ouce^ and (ent it to his printer. Of|^hlB! 
return to town, he f«?und that this tale had beeu taken j^y 
the French writer from Johnfoii's Rambler without ack^ow** 
kgement. Hurt at this unintentional pl^giariCm, S4u|^y. 
waited upon Johnfon, and made his apology. The m^r^Dft 
was caGly pacified 5 and an acquaintance commenced, ^AA^h 
continued till Johnfon's death. 

At the beginning of the prcfent reign, Murphy enlifted 
as a party-writet , in vindication of Lord Bute** adminiftra- 
tion^ and though hi^ labours were but feeble, in coinjpAn- 
fon with the keen attacks of Oppofitloa, be. was batdfome- 
ly rewarded by thofe whofe caufc he cfpoufed. ' * 

At this time lie was in habirts of imimacy with Mr. 
Wilkes ; and though th«y were engaged in a fierce paper 
war> the former in the AMMtor^ and the lutter in the North 

Britoit^ 

**" In cold-wrought fcenes the lifelefs a£lor flags, 
<< In pafGon, tears 6ie pallion into rags. 

** Can none remember ? — / p i < 1 Itftiiw «U nxA'^ 
** When in the Mooa h« prmmi hU tiefik to daft ; 
*< When o*er the (lagp he folIjr*« flandard bore^ 
<< Wbilft common fenfe (Wod trembling at the door." 

RosciAD^ 1. 363. 
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Briton^ yet they kaew not, for fomc time^ that they lyere 
fighting with each othen On the difcovery of the fecret, 
WiUces's partizans entered into a refoiution to oppofe any 
new piece which Mr. Murphy might bring forward on the 
ftage. Accordingly, when our author's farce of '* "Wliat w€ 
muft all come to," was performed, a Tiolent party-fpirit 
manife&ed itfe)f ; and the piece, though free front any poli^ 
tical allufions, was damned! Some years afterwards it wa^ 
again produced, under the title of <* T^iree Weeks after 
** Marriage,'' when it received unmixed applaufe, and has 
continued a faTourite entertainntent ever fince. 

Murphy expoftulated with Wilkes on the conduit of bis 
friends, and the patriot not only difavowed any fearc in 
their proceedings, but promifed^ that ihould any futvure 
occafion o^r, he would him&lf come forward with lus par- 
ty ki the afFended bard's fupport. 

Ap a poli^ai writer, Mr. Murphy nercjr rofe to any dif- 
tinguifiied eminence, otherwife we fnppofe he would have 
obc»if»ed citber preferment or a penGon. The only thing 
with which he was favoured, as far as we know, was the 
poft of Commiilioner of Bankrupts, which he held till the 
appointment of Lord Thurlow to the great feal ; and when 
the pre&nt Chancellor came into oiEce, he teplaced hts old 
friend c^on the lift. 

Though reg4AlarIy called to the bar by the fociety of Lin- 
coln's lutty after a long ftrugglc, he never obtained any e«-. 
tsafvit pradlice^ nor any (hare of credit on account of legal 
aWiities. He, however, went the NoirfoJk circuit for a con- 
gdef able tkn/e» 

As a writer, be has fhooeinoft in dramatic poetry; and it 
may be faid of him, what few who have written for the ftage 
eaa boafi> that he has been equally fuccefsful in comedy and 
tnigedy. His pieces in the former lint evince great know- 
l^ge of the world, and a minute aqquaintanx^e with the hu-> 

man 
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man chara£ler^ combined with that livelinefs of fancy which 
is cffcntially neccffary to produce the fenfations of mirth. 

In his tragedies^ one remarks a happy delineation of cha* 
vz€ttVy joined to a due mixture of the pathetic and heroic, 
clothed with language at once appropriate, eafy, and elegant. 
So great has been the fuccefs of his plays, that though the 
receipts of xhe former Drury-lane theatre never amounti^d to 
three hundred pounds a night, he gained eight hundred 
hundred pounds by his *^ Grecian Daughter ;" and very 
near the fame fum by " His Way to keep Him." 

Mr. Murphy's intimacy with the firft geniufes of the age 
tended greatly to improve his tafte, and confequently to ren- 
der his produAions elegant. Such an afTociation is of won- 
derful benefit to a rifing and emulous writer. In the com- 
pany of fuch as Johnfon and Burke, a man pofiefled of any 
portion of genius could not fail to have improved his mind* 
To have been in habits of clofe friendfliip with thefc perfons 
required no fmall portion of literary and moral merit. . 

Mr. Murphy had the credit of introducing Johnfon tO the 
acquaintance of Mi:. Thrale. He was alfo a member of the 
club which Johnfon inftituted in Eflex-ftrcet. 

In 1 762 he wrote an Eflay on the Life and Genius of &en- 
ry Fielding, prefixed to the complete edition of that writer's 
works, for which he received a confiderable fum. On this 
occafion he behaved in a manner which few biographers 
will, perhaps, be difpofed to imitate. A confiderable quan- 
tity of letters and anecdotes were put into his hands, by Sir 
John Fielding, and others, to elucidate the memoir. On 
examining thefe communications, he found that many of 
them were well adapted to amufe the public, but that at the 
fame time they tended to tarnifti the memory of the de- 
ceafed. He, therefore, fupprefled them 5 and gave to his 
produdion the qualified title of an efiay. He followed a 
fimilar line of conduft with refpeft to the life of his friend 

Johnfon^ 
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his friend Johnfon, which was publiflicd in 1791, and for 
which he was handfomely rewarded. 

About the fame titne appeared his tranllation of Tacitus, 
in four quarto volumes. In this work he had been engaged 
for many jc*rs ; and there is a circumftance refpe£iing it 
wliich'^d&es Mr. Murphy infinite honour. Not long before 
the j^Smication of this work, a nobleman of high rank and 
COnfcquenpe in the political world fignificd to the tranflator 
his wifli to I have it dedicated to Kim. Murphy, however, 
had prcvioufly determined to infcribe his labours to the man 
whom he mod efteemed, the immortal Burke, and he ac- 
<:ordingly made a noble facrifice of intereft to friendfliip ! 

His laft literary produ£bion was a tragedy never pet form- 
ed, entitled ** Armlnius ;** apd he has been lately engaged 
in w:riting the life of t^^ ippderp Ariftophanes, Samuel 
Foote. 

Mr. Murphy*s cfaiQical knowledge and tafte appear to 
great advantage in his Latin poems, particularly in a verfion 
of Gray's Elegy ; and we remember to have feen an elegant 
tranflation of Addifon's Letter from Italy, written by him, 
but nearer printed. 

Mr. Murphy ufually refidesat Hammerfmith, enjoying 
an eafy independence. He is a very entertaining companion^ 
abounding in anecdotes, of which he is engagingly commu- * 
nicative in company. His charadler is highly rcfpe£lable ; 
and he enjoys the intimacy of fome of the firft perfonaget 
in the kingdom. 

We are forry, however, to obferve, that his health is on 
the declioe, and that he has been obliged to go to Briftol, 
for die benefit of the waters. W. 
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EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

WILLIAM, Earl of Dartmouth, fuccecde4 hU father ip 
the year 173I1 being then only twenty-five years of age. 
In 1755 he efpoufed a rich heirefs of the name of Niqh^bi 
by whom he got a very confiderable addition to hififortQiKy 
and in 1757 was chofen Recorder of Litchfield. 

His Lordfliip being of. a pious turn of mind, his^ondi}^ 
has been chiefly marked by an attention to religious du|ieS| 
for which, as well as corre£lnefs of manners, he has bfcn 
more diftinguiflied than mod men of the fame rank. Not- 
withftanding this, he has not entirely abftrafted himfclf firom 
public affairs, for we find him at times filling fome of the 
moil confiderable offices in the (late. 

His Lord(hip conne£led himfelf early in life with the 
Rockingham party, and when they came intapo^CT in 
1 765, he was made Firft Lord of Trade, and fworn of the 
privy-counciU 

He, however, does not feem to have continued (launch 
to his old friends, for although he went out with th^m, yet 
about the year 1772 he was induced to accept of the ppft of 
Secretary of State, and foon after removed to the. head of 
the board of trade. In this fituatioil he took a warm and 4^* 
cided paift again (I the Americans, which recommended him 
fo much to his Majefty, that in 1775 he had the cuftody of 
the Privy Seal confided to him, which office he retained dur- 
ing the whole remaining term of Lord North's adiriiniftration. 

This noble J-ord, who, along with the late Baron Sm)thc, 
was- the chief fupporter of the evangelical preaching ife the 
Lock chapel, is by many confidered a methodift. It is fome- 
what remarkable that a man of his retired and ferious turn of 
mind (hould engage in the bufy career of politics. Soon 
after his difmiilion, he joined tlie coalition, and by them was 
appointed Lord Steward of the Houfehold, which place he 
retained a)}out nine months, and when his friends were driven 

out 
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fmti^( power, he reiir^ vtHh themi *nd h%s continued ever 
fiftce ih iW olrfcuj?it^ of i^ivatc Jifo. 
, Duriog ihe ftruggle about th* regency he took the fide of 
iH^ prift^e» for \fi\kh. his Higbn«f$ ihew^d his gratitude, by 
.4ppi€k»n|»pg hip fo^, liOrd I^ewifcamj Wwdl^n of ihe Stan- 
naries of Cornwall. 

. • JjtftA Dairtniouth is efteerited 9* m^n of (f nfe j s^nd was con- 
.fidered as a tokrable fpe^fcef i^ fhc liotife of Lofds* In 
prtTMelife) he be^rs the cbara£tet of 9 good huibtnd, « 
g90d pfirent^ ^nd a Mijd iv^^ft^r 1 «ad i^j on th^ whole, one 
of the jtioft inoffenfive among th^ nobiUty. 

SQO^y ^ the yr^r 1755^ w« find the bte Mr. James 
Hcrvlbjr* authca: of th^ *• Meditaiionf/' &;c. one of hi$ Lord- 
■&ip*s itllinmiesy and; fpeaklng highly of his pious difpofition* 

He was alibthe clo&. friend of th^|at9.Co^nt^fstotf Hun*" 
4is^do»i Mr. George WhitfieWj and aU the eminent fiipport- 
«r$ of CaWiniftical M^thodifm. It Qittft he atio^d, that as 
a private ni^n heha^ bc^rfie bir^falf with aii uniform cbarac- 
p^t through life } and w'Vih ihe prsfyfian of |iiety, has inrart- 
Mf cwjhefted the pr^^Uf of it. 
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THE HONT. AND REV. DR. SHUTE HARRINGTON, 

LORP BISHOP OP IKJRHAMt 

. JohnJShute Barrington, who was created an Englifli 
Vifcount in the year 17^0, was t^ie intimate friend of the 
immortal Locke, and, like hlmj^ a firm affcrtor of the liber- 
ties of mankind, an acute met^phyfician, and an able expofit-^ 
or and defender of the facred fcrip^urea. His Lordftip died 
the latter end of 1.734, and left behind him fix fons, five of 
whom have arrived at great eminence in the pofeflions of the 
army, navjr^ tfie law, jind the church. 

The 
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The fubjeft of our prcfent notice was the youngeft of 
thefe, and was born about the year 1732- He received his 
education at Eton fchool, whence he was removed to the 
univerfity of Oxford, where he was entered of Mcrton Col- 
lege ; but he aifterwards w^nt to Chrift-cburch, of which 
he became a ftucjent. 

He entered into holy orders in 1756, and the year follow- . 
ing took his degree of Mafter of Arts. June loth, 1762, 
the degree of Doflor of Laws was conferred upon him ; and 
in 1 76^, on the death of Dr. Taylor, he was prcfentcd to 
a canon refidentiarifhip in the cathedral of St. Piul. 

In the year 1769 he was made Biftiop of Landaff*; and 
while in that ftation he brought a bill into the Houfc of Lords, 
the objcft of which went to check the increafing evil of ma- 
trimonial infidelity, by preventing pcrfons divorced -by par- 
liament from marrying thofe with Mrfiom they had been cri- 
minal. His Lordfhip obferved, that many a£ls of adultery 
had been committed folely with the intention to obtain fe- 
paration, in order to form new alliances -, and, therefore, 
he was defirous of putting a legal barrier againft that licen- 
tious praftice. In this attempt he was fupported by the opi- 
nion of the ableft lawyers and divines in the kingdom. His 
laudable defign, however, fell to the ground 5 though had it 
taken place, much good would have ^een efre£ted by ijt, and 
the long catalogue of ^^vorces muft have beeii drawn 
within a very narrow compafs. 

In the year 1782, his Lord(hip was tranflated to th^ fee 
ofSalifbury, where he diftinguiflied himfelf greatly by his 
liberality in repairing and beatifying the noble cathedral of 
that diocefe ; and on the death of Bifliop Egerton, in 1791J 
he was tranflated to Durham*, with the approbation of every 
well-wi(her to the church and ftate. 

In his epifcopal capacity, his Lordlhip has condufied hinfi- 
felf with great dignity of manners^ and with the moft ex- 
emplary attention to the duties of his ofEce. 

He 
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He has been very watchful over the behaviour of his cler- 
gy; and has (hewn a mod: commendable circumfpeAion 
with refped: to the character and qualifications of candi- 
dates for holy orders. 

With a laiUdable ieal to promote the ftudy of facred lite- 
rature^ he beftows'premiums upbii fuch ' candidates as ex- 
cel in the Hebrew atid Greek languages. This, we believe, 
is quite a novel praftice; and doubtfeTs, were it gencriilly 
followed, it would not only create a fpirit of emulation in 
young perfons preparing for the chui^ch,' but would, more- 
over, render moft of them afhamcd of appearing before tlic 
Bilhop or Archdeacon without a tolerable (hare of f^icved 
learnmg. 

One anecdote of his Lord(hif) does high honour to his 
liberality and his piety. A relation of Mrs. Barringtbn hav- 
ing experienced fome embanraflments and di(appointments 
in life, wi(hed to amend his fituation (being a military of- 
ficer), by entering into the church, thinking that the Bi(h6p' 
would providi^ ha'ridfotnely for him. On making the ne- 
ceflary application to hb kinfman, he was * aiked what prc- 
fei'nfient woulid '(atisfy him. To 'this home qiic^ion he 
readily anfwered, that about 500/. a-year would m^ke him 
a happy man. '<*'T6u (hall have iti** faid his Lordifhip, 
'* but not out of the patrimony df the church. I will not 
•* deprive a worthy and regular diyihe to provide for a ne- 
*« ceffitous relaftion'. ' Yoii (hall have the fum you mention 
" yearly out of my own pocket.** . " '/ ' .' . '! 

• The Bi(h<)p has piibli(hed feveral '(ingic fermons,' and 
fome epifcopal charges, which have been greatly efteemcd. 
He alfo contributed fome valuable notes to Mr. Bowyer*s 
<* Conjectures on the New Tfcft'ament," and he has . given 
the world an cditibii of his father's *^ Mifcellanea iSacra/' 
in three volumes, 8vo. withmaiiy idditiohs and correc- 
tions. ■ ^ ■ . " . . . ' " •'.."*' 
Though a fupporter of adminiftration, he has conduced 

himfeif in parliament with great moderation. 

^. 
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MR. KING. 

THE charaftcr of an adlor, in private life, has been 
ufually beheld^ throughout all Europe, with a certain de- 
gree of coolnefsi bordering on contempt. In Spain, we 
believe, comedians are not admitted to confeffion^ at this 
very day \ and it is well known, that in France, previoufly' 
to the abolition, or at leaft the limitation of the Monarchy^ 
they did not enj.oy the rites of fepiilture, or, in other words, 
were not permitted to participate of << a Chriftian burial.'^ 
In this country, illiberal prqudicca are happily of lefs avails 
and the names of Shakfpeare and of Garrick have contri- 
buted not a little to ihield the whole profefBon from indif- 
criminate contumely. 

The objedl of this memoir^ known to all lovers of the 
drama by the familiar name of " Tom King," feeme to 
have received a better education than the bulk of the frater* 
nity. His family, which was rcfpeftabfe, fcnt him to ^ 
good grammar-Jchool in the country, wbenqe, at a proper 
period, he was removed to London, and articled to an at- 
torney. 

He foon, however, became captiyafeed.with, the ilage; 
and quitting his prpfellion, accompanied Shuter^ and join- 
ed a ftrolling company, about thirty miles from London* 
'rhis, of courfe, irritated his parents, who» inftcad of enr 
deavouring to reclaim, abandoned and left him to (hift for 
bimfelf. If Tate Wilkinfon is covre£t in his dates, Mr. 
King mud now have been on the ftage full half a century, 
for he tells us, that he played under Mr. Garrick in 1748. 

Tliofe who have feen this excellent aflor of late,, will 
fcarcely be induced to believe, that for many years after his 
firft appearance be played almoft exclufively in tragedy. In 
1748, he performed George Barnwell 5 and next year s^ 
peared in Dublin in the chaxa£ber of the Roman Father ! 

He 
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He at Vengih ^btiitied tti engagement at Bath, wb^e he 
omtraAedia friendAiip with Mi& Baket, at that time a ce^ 
lebrated <temc^) and ^Ko U at prefent hb wife. 

mi fviecek at Bath recomtiiehded him to the managers 
of ])m^a&i$> whb eAptoyed hkn at a fmaU fsdary, and 
kitrikfted him (AaSbf llrith itrfenot pairts ; nor ctiM ht, {6i 
fbme tiiA^v ^iH^iti Mjthktnettt. in the teaft i«iitat>le to i« 
tit&itSf, Hi thet^foi^ <|oi(«fed i^at iheirtrcj \fepi&rtd again to 
I^ela^d) Md tfktd H a- cobfidet^le number of comic cha- 
ttkG^f^ widi great 4pplaufe . lie had, by this time, eon- 
trived to form iri Dlibith a Vetjf reputable fet of acquaint- 
ance, and tlrcmid pirobably have remained in that country, 
had he not fctt^eeh the divifi^ni which were likely to take 
pia^ in ita theabrteal cdncemd. He accordingfy applied to 
Mt. Garrkk, ayid tlie f^hie tf bis meHt' havinj^ reached 
England hef^rt hk otkv, he Wad engaged at a genteel fa- 
laxy, ; . ■ 

Garrick immediately brought him out itt fh* chafa'fter of 
Tom^ i^ tie ** Confcidus Lovfcrs 5*' in wM(:h, and many 
id'^r t^vtAt dilations, he obtained unedinmoh appkui^. 
But what tiAitA his fatti^ to the ftandatd at Which it after* 
W^t4% ftood Was his inrmitabie petfommanee of Ldi^d Ogiiif^ 
itt the « Clafidcftinc Marriage," ^ich he eiccicuted in & ftiaf- 
tcrty a ftyle, as to obtain thie^ftoft flattetmg afctciitkm, ahd 
greatly affift the tun of that ekcellcnt ebmcdy. 

It is faid, Aal G^fitk intend^ to play the part himfeif, 
but eouid hot fix on a mOd.if of jJeiilg it to his mind. 
On this he deBrtd Kittg to iff ft, and was fo pleafed with 
the fit* fpecimen htj gave at the rehtatfal, that he declared, 
if he cou*d fnppotft the fame 1tj\e trfafting ditbughbut, it 
Wottld be ortt of the firft comtc cfifaVataets on the ftage. 

On the death of Mt. Pbwclli in 1765, Mt. King pot- 
chafed his flhare ct the Briftor theatre, WMdh turned b^t 
profifeHc to him; and with his wiiitcr engagerfterft at 
Drury Lane, produced a very landfome income. HiJRili 
-it, however, a few years after, to Mr% Palmer, oCdv^lVv^- 
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atte at Bath (late of th^ poft-pfficc), and purcbafcd the pro- 
perty of Sadler*s Wells 5 but this, not being fo produ£live. 
as lie wi(hed> he difpofed of it to Mr. Wroughton. 

When Mr. Sheridan and the other partners purdiafed 
Drury-lane houfe^ th^t gentleman's inimitable comedy of 
^VThe School for Scandal" was brought out. This af- 
fqrdcd Mr. ^ing. a qe.w; . opppr^unity of difplaying hia ta- 
lents for.Gome4y9 in the chara£ler of Sir Ptter Te0sde\ 
and when Sheridan embarked ,fo deeply in politicsi as to 
prevent his attending the duty of the theatre^ he delegated 
his power to King, and appointed him adding manager. 

A little before this, Mr. King 'had abfented himfelf dur- 
ing a whole icafon from the ftage ; on his return, he wrote 
an interlude for his introduction, called. << A dramatic 
Olio," which was well received. He has alfo written 
^< Love at firfli Sight," a ballad farce, aded at Drury-lane 
in 1765 ; and " Wit's lad Stake," another farce, played at 
the fame houfe in 1769. 

But in the midft of this profperity, and when he had rea- 
lifed a handfome fortune, a paiTion, which he had long 
fupprefled, is reported to have broke out, and deftroyed his 
pleating profpeds. While under Mr. Garrick^s dominioo^ 
and a candidate for public favour, he difcovered an infur- 
mpuntable propenfity to play ; and although cautioned 
againft it, yet he could not refift, but loft all his earnings 
at the gaming-table. One night, however, fortune fmilcd, 
and he gained fo large a fum as 2000 L On this he is faid 
to have immediately made a moft folemn declaration, both 
to Garrick and his wife, " that he would never touch a 
dice-box again 1" It has even been faid» that he executed 
a bond for a fum of money to the former, under penalty 
of forfeiture in cafe he ever gamed. Kirg kept his refo- 
lution for many years, until, by the death 'of his friend 
" Cavy," he perhaps deemed himfelf . abfolvcd from his 
engagement : having then an extenfive circle of gen- 
teel 
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teel acqu^iintance, h^ was induced to enter hii;nfe]f, about 
the year 1784 or 1785, a member of the club at Miles's, 
merely from the love of fociety, and fully fecure, as he 
tfiought, againft the allurements of play. He waSi, how- 
ever, at laft tempted ; andlofing, -at firft, fonic fmall fums, 
became vexed, and ventured deeper, iintH thact •forttinc he 
had been fo long accumulating by Iris exertfons was 'ainioft 
totally exhauffed. In confcquence of- this, ' he parted with 
Ins pretty little villa at Hampton^ and exchanged his hbufc' 
in Geirard-ftreet for a fmall one in Storc-fticct, Bedford- - 
fquare. 

Nor was the lofs of fortune the only difsppbintmcnt that 
enfued. He was at that time in treaty with Dr. Ford for a 
fliarc*6fDrtiry-larie theatre, but this unlucky transfer of his 
property rendered him incapable of making good the pay- 
ment. Some trifling difpute liaving occurred, in confe- 
quehce of this, Mr. King, in anger, refigncd his two fitua- 
tioiis, as aftor and manager at Drury-lane theatre. ' 

He was, however, under the neceiBty of relying ante 
more on the ftagc for a maintenance^ and accordingly, in 
1788, he repaired to Dublin, the fcene of his juvenile tri- 
umphs, where he was again received with all that warmth 
and enthufiafm fo deleftable to an old favourite. 

On his return, he performed a ftipulated number of nights 
at Covem-garden cheatre, both to the advantage of himfelf 
and the manager ; and next feafon he refumed his fituation 
at Drury-lane. 

Laft year, aduated by motites of fincere friendfliip, Mr. 
Smith, who had long quitted* the ftage, came to town, ex- 
pre&ly on purpofe to play Char/esy in the « School for Scan- 
** daV' for his benefit; and the houfe, as might be ex- 
peded, wa^, in the language of the theatre, " a bumper V* 

Mr. King is undoubtedly the firft comic aftor the ftage 
has pofleflcd for many years, and alfo ftands unriyalle^ in 
the h^ppy art of delivering a lively prologue. 



THE HON, BROWNLOW NORTH, 

LORD BISHOP OE WINCHESTEfl. 

THIS rcfpcftaWc prcUtc is haU-brothor of the late ftU 
derick, Earl of Quildford, the suniablc but unfortuiutte mi- 
nifter of this country, in perhaps one of tho moft ?Ycat- 
ful periods of its hiftqry- 

His t^rdfliip ^as educated at Eton fchool/ whence be re- 
moved to Trinity college, Orford, which he aftevw^r^ft lcf$ 
for a fellowfliip of AU-Souls* 

Here he took his degree of L L. D. and on entering into 
holy ordersi was preferred to ^ canonry of Chrill*ChHircb ; 
in 1770 he was advanced to the Deanry of C^intefbury, 
and appointed Qne of the king's chaplains ; the year fol-r 
lowing! he was confecrated Bifhop of Litchfield apd Co- 
. vcntry, ♦ 

Ir^ 17749 he was tranflated and confirmed in the fee of 
Worcefter; and in 17811 he was rexnoved to Winchefter* 

In all the fituations .he has filled his Lordihip ha4 pbuin-r' 
ed diftingui(hed reputation j and every church over which 
he; has prefided ranks bi^ name in the catalogue of its nu>ft 
munificept prelates. 

When he was BiQiop of Worcel^er, he promot^id that 
excellent inftitution fpr the benefit of the widows and or- 
phans pf poor clergymen belonging to his dioeefej in aid 
of the charity derived to them from the mufic meetingt and 
alfo for the relief of the aged infirm incumbents of ffiial| 
livings, and bf poor cufates with If^rge families* 

His Lordihip'^ manner is highly dignified, yet condfi- 
fcending ; he blends authority and w^tchfuloefa with ten*!- 
dernefs and benevolence- He is jufUy regarded a& tfa/s fa- 
ther of his dipcefe *, and his charities, which arevery ez- 
tenfive, are judicipufly aciminiilercd- 

• Dr. North was Dean of Canterbury before he was twenty-nine Tears 
M, and Btfliop of Liub^dd and Coventry at the age- of thirty-thine. 

His 



Hf^ lerdAip has hivarikttf fn^tvtA Af^mgk tifd die 
^eem of men of aR parties tnd peffua£ons. Dufitttf a 
kmg refidence iivltoly« wKi^thef h^ wenf 6ti acccmfit of his 
^Kealtii^ ke attraded the uftirerlttl iegani ef tbe^^gnified 
ckrgy of the Roman comfmiinoni * fa Oiott, Ac ftttivky of 
his manners and his degftnt deportment eicited m manf a 
high degree of refpeft for the Engliih hierakchtv - 

Dr. North at one time took an a£K?e part in the great po- 
Ktical queftions of the day. In 171^4 he ftipported Mr. 
Fox's cetehrated bidia biH in the Houfe of Lords; and 
dtrring another important period, we find his nam? in ctcry 
divifion of the peers in fevour of the Ptince of Wales' nn* 
controuled right to the Regency. 

As Biihop of the fee of Wincheftcr, ' he is prelate of the 
Garter, the infignia of which ordet are conftantly worn by 
his Lordfliip. 

He is DOW ^ widower, and has fbor daughters and two 
fons. ^ 



MR, WILI4AM: JACKSON, OF EXETEk. 

THIS ele^ut compofer, and ingenious writer, was born 
at Exeter in May, 173P. Hia father was an eminent gro- 
cer in that place, and' afterwards mailer of the city work- 
houfe. 

He gave y&fon a very liberal education; and perceiving 
that the bent of hisgenliM lay- towards mafic, he com- 
pUed wUh his incUnations, and put him mndier At tuition 
of Mr. SyWefter, then organift of the cathedral chnrch of 
St. Peter, in Exeter, with whom he continued two years. 
After leaving Mr. Sylvefter, Mr. Jackfon went to London, 
about the yes^ I74fti where be became a pupil of Mr. Tra- 
vers, organift of the Ring's chapel, and of St. Pa\fi^a Gb- 
ve«t|-g^rden, with whom he a|fo remained ^wq yeajs, and 
i ' then 
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then returned to his native city, where he taught mufic for 
many years with great reputation. He alfo publiOied fev©- 
ral beautiful compofitions> marked by the moft chafte con- 
ceptions, the moft elegant tafte, and the moft corre£t know- 
lege of the principles of harmony. In fhort all his pieces 
were received with applaufe, and ftill rank very high in the 
mufical-world. 

Notwithftanding his great and univerfally acknowledged 
merit in his profeffion, he obtained no (ituation as an or- 
ganift till Michaelmas, 1777, ^hcn he fucceeded Mr, Rich- 
ard Langdon as Sub-chanter, Organift, Lay-vicar, and Maf- 
ter of the Chorifters, in the cathedral of Exeter. 

Mr. Jackfon, early in life, married Mifs Bartlett, a mil- 
liner at Exeter, who is ftill alive, and by whom he has had 
fevcral children, three of whom only are now living, two 
fons and a daughter. One of the former (the elder) went 
to China, and returned thence with a competent fortune, 
which he intended to enjoy in his native city, in the bofom 
of his family •, bnt the appointment of an Embafly to the 
court of Pekin, called him from his retirement into fervice, 
and he accordingly accompanied Lord Macartney on that 
miflioh, and now refides once more at Exeter. The young- 
eft fon living is employed at prcfent at Turin, as Secreta- 
ry to our Ambafiador at that court. 

After amufing the circle of his friends with fevcraf inge- 
nious pieces of his writing in profe and verfe, Mr. Jackfon 
appeared as an author in the year 1782, at which time he 
publiflied in two fmall volumes, i2mo. «' Thirty Letters on 
" various Subjefts. ■* Thefe formed a mircellaneous collec- 
tion on literature and fciehce, and evinced extenfive kno\^- 
lege, united with an elegant tafte. On poetry, mufic, 
and painting, his opinions are allowed to be very ingenteus, 
and have obtained general approbation. But in fome ri- 
fpeijlfihe m;^liJFeft^d a paradoxi<?3l ifiirit, particularly in the 
'••,-' '^' ' "1 " . . . . : inftince 
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inftlmce oiJpQntdheous generation^ z notion which he attempted 
to illuftr^te, and revive froni the oblivionin which it hadfolong 
and defervedly funk. Thcfe lettersi however, on the whole 
raifed our author's credit very high. It was not, however, 
till 1795, that he thought proper fo publifh a new edition of 
them^ although they had been out of print for feveral years 
before. To that edition, which 13 in one volume o£tavo» 
there are feveral adiiitions and correftions. 

During the prefent year Mr. Jackfon has added a ij^cond 
volume, under the title of " The Four Ages ; with Ef- 
fays on various Subjefts." In this ingenious work he confid- 
ers the four mythological ages as charaderiftic of fo many 
diftind: periods of the world,' but in a different order froni 
that in which the poets have placed them. Among the eflays 
there is a moft curious dnd entertaining one, on the charac- 
ter of G^inlborough the painter^ of whom forac whimfical 
anecdotes are given. 

In the year 1792, a literary focietyjwas inftituted at the 
Globe Inn, Fore-ftreet, Exeter, of which the firft members 
were. Dr. Downman, prefident 5 Mr. Polwhele, author of 
« The Hiftory of Devonftiire ;" Mr. Jackfon ; the Rev. Mr. 
Swcte, of Oxton ; Mr. Hole, author of an ** Eflay on the 
Arabian Night's Entertainments ;" Mr. Sheldon, the Ana- 
tomift ; and other ingenious gentlemen refident in Exeter, 
or its environs. Each produced in his turn an eflay in profc 
or verfe, which wa§ read at the regular meeting of the foci- 
ety. An oftavo volume of thefe was printed in 1796, 
which reflefts great honour upon this inftitution. The pa- 
pers, however, appear without the names of the authors, 
which in our opinion is a piece of delicacy not to be com- 
mended : and as we are not bound by any rules of fecrecy, 
we (hall, not fcruple to mention thofe which belong to the 
gentleman of whom we are now fpeak'mg. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Jackfon ha5 no kfii than three in tlu« Tolumey all o( 
them conneded with each other in point of iTuhjed* Tbefe 
are, eflay the eleventh, *^ On Literary Fame, and the If iftori- 
cal Charafters oS Shakfpeare ;" efiay xviii. «* An Apology 
lor the Chara£ler and Condu£k of lago ;'' and effi»y xviSL 
** An Apology for the Character andConduft of Shybcf 
The firft is certainly the beft, and will be read by aH diofe 
nvho admire our immortal bard with great pieafure, and eren 
wkh improvement. Mr. Jackfon is pecuKarly happy in throw- 
ing new light upon the point which be undertakes .to iHuf' 
traie, and he brings his various rea^ng to bear with gitat 
force upoAthe fubje£k. He is ii>genious in his apology for 
lagOj^and fays many things to << extenuate" his condud } but 
that in behakf of Shylock is far more convincing and* fads- 
£a£toxy. Tbpfe efiays are Kvely, pleafant, arkl exceedingly 
well written. 

Mr. Jackfon poflefles the advantage of a chafte, correO, 
and even elegant ftyle. The reader will not flumber orer 
his pages, nor when he has perufed either of his volumes, 
will he wi(b to by it by in peace : he wiH recur to it often 
with new avidity, and receive from it frefli pleafure. The 
feme may be faid of his Kteraxy as of his mufical compofiti- 
ens, that they wilt always charm with the force of novelty 
and delight, thoagli repeated a thouiand and a thoufend times. 

In temper and converfation he is what he appears in his 
writings, pleafant, focial, communicative, and abounding in 
judicious ^remarks and entertaining anecdotes. e 



/^ LORD MALMSBURY. 

THIS diftinguifhed nobleman, whofe. name will fxeq^ent- 
ly occur in the hiftory of George the ITiird, would have in- 
herited philofophy as well as fortune from his aniceftors, 
could the one have been as eafily tranfmitted as the other. 

His 
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^ ilifl latheri James Harris, £fq. the celebrated author ot 
HfiRUdfBS) was the fon of Elizabeth, fifter to Anthony, Earl 
of ShaftefburjTy the immortal author of the Characterise 
TICS. Mr. Harris was born at Salisbury, in 1708, and after 
jreceiving a cUfiical education in that city, was removed to 
Wadltam college, Oxfori)^ which he left wi*^hout taking a 
d^ree. 

He rcpr^fi^nttd the borough of Chrift-church, in Hamjv- 
(hire, in feyeral parliaments ; but did not obtain any public 
fot^ce till thp year ^7631 when he was preferred to a feat at 
the Admirals-board, which he refigned foon after, on being 
appointed to another on the Treafury-bcnoh. In July, 1 765, 
he wgs deprived of his place, and countinued out of office un- 
til 1774, when he became Secretary aiid Coipptrdller to the 
Qj}^en,w:hich pod he held titIhisdeath,Decemberaift,i,78o. 

His only fon, James Harris^ now Lord Maimfbuiry, was 
bovn April aoth, 1746, and bdbag early defigned for a public 
lifjp, received an educa^on accordingly. 

Un4cr fo profound and elegant a fcholar as Mr. Harris, 
the fon could not but derive every affiftance calculated to ren- 
der him an ornament to his family. His educatibn, prior to 
Jiis removal to Oxford, was condufted chiefly under the eye 
of liis father. Ife alfo left jcpUege without taking a degree^ 
and was very early emplog^ as Secretary ^o an embafly at 
one of tbp Northern courts. 

In I772j^e appeared in the chars^fter of Envoy-eiftraor^ 
dinary at BcrKn ; and in the following year both he and his 
father were returned members of parliament for the borough 
of Qiiift-church. His diplomatic conduft gavafo much fa- 
tisfadion to the government which he reprefented, that in 
1775 he was made Knight of the Bs^th^ and about the fame 
time was appointed Envoyrcxtraordinary to thp court of Ruffia. 

After refiding a confiderable time at Peterfburgh, he was 
employe^ as simbaflTadpr at the league; which important 
ftation was occupied by him in the year 1787, when Holland 

was 
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him an unfit perfon to l)e charged •wiA this bufincfs. Di& 
ferent timesy people, ftn<f o^carioiid) cettainly call kit difibtnt 
kinds of treatment. New modes, and eten a new laftgpage, 
{faould be adopted) in negociating with a people who haft 
thrown afide old political ceremonties and confiderations 9 
and therefore anothet kind of ^mbaflador Ihoold have been 
fent to treat with them, than one whofe whole life had been 
occupied in the knowlege and praAice of the ancient diplo- 
matic forms. 

• Whether this fott of reafoning be right or wrong, we ftadi 
not take topon us to determine. But we cannot help tegtef- 
ting, that when his Lordftip's firft attempt failed, hit Ma- 
jcfty^s minifters had not put it out of the power of tlieir «d- 
▼erfaries to accufe thtm of infitictrity, by employing another 
minifter, when they thought it expedient to treat once mere 
for the teftcration of peace. 

This nobleman pofleflcs the coiifidence of the prefent ad* 
tniniftration, and is intimately acquainted with its >riew8 it* 
lative to continental politick. It ia not difficult, thereffoie> 
to prognofticate, that his diplomatic talents will not be Cof- 
fered to tuft in obfcurity. 

Lord Malmftury married, July i«th, 1777, thtf daiq^tar 
of Sir George Aihpnd, Bart, by a fitter of Sir Geotge Com** 
wall, Bart, and has by his lady feveral children. 

He has two fifters living ; one married, the other fiftgle, 
and refiding at his Lordfliip^s feat, the manor-houfe <yf Greait 
Dumfwd, about four miles from Salisbury, only temsrlcable 
for its neat and embclliflied pleafure-grotmds. In the fame 
Tillage ftill ftands the cottage to which the great author of 
Hermes retired froisi the bufy world, and in which he WhMt 
the chief part of his works. It is unoccupied, but its fbftri- 
ture &c. IS in all refpcflrs carefully and religioirfly pte^ctv- 
ed by Lord Malmfbury, in the exafl: ftate in which it was left 
by his father. This very intercffing cottage is entirely fe- 
duded from the public eye, being furromided on three fides 

by 
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by walla, atfd only dpcn on the weft fide, which adjoins the 
Avon* His Lordfliijp gcnen^By fpehfis a few it^^eksin etery 
year at the manor-honfc in great netirfement. W. J^ 
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LAUDIAN PROFESSOR OF ARABIC, 
In the Uruverfity of Oxford. 

TBiS, lives of fttch then as have rifen from vtery low fituati- 
ons in Ufe to diftrnguiflied eminence, by the ftrength of 
their talents alone, are among the moft ufeful articles of 
biography* becaufe they hold out encouragement to youiig 
fMcrfimsof a like defcription to exert their abilities with per- 
feverance '; and, at the fame time» afford a leflbn to thdfe 
who hsire it in their power to affift genitrs. Had Chatter*. 
To« met with a friend, geoeious enot^ to put him in a 
Km where he m4ght hive turned his talents to an honoura- 
ble and beneficial, sfoeouat^ he wonld . not, probably^ iuMrc ' 
(ought am early gtaye as a refuge &oi£n his mi£cries* 

The veyy iuigetimis ant wdrdiy fubjc£k of the prefent ar- 
ticle wtks born of parents hi indcgtat chcumftancel^.in Gloit- 
eeftetiQiire. His- fafiiel: was, wis are faiformed, 'a )oumey^ 
ititfn Weaver, a^ brcmgfat his fen up to the £ime profeifiDa. 
B«i%, ^w^et, a fenfibie main) sad, for one in his fitnati- 
onj tolerably educated, he gave him wh«t littlclearning was 
in his pewsev. l!^hia excited a iliirft for greater acquiikions. 

Y6Utlg "WJiite kihetimd a ferioiis caft of temper &om hia 
patent) anjd he employed all the time he could fpaie in the 
ibody of fudh boi»ks as fbH in his way. His attainments at 
l^glh w«l«*ib'tery r^pedable, that he began to be talked of 
as a prodigy of learning in his native village. A neighbotA:- 
i|ig genllbifian cf fortune hiokily chanced to hear of this ce-* 
iebi^«^fcholtos4mdciftri6fityindii^M^ fee dndconverfe 
withM^ia. Thefl*odeftyof thefeltinibruacdyouth.Kcam- 
mcnded 
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mended him to favour, while the rcfpc£iability of his know- 
lege rendered him an obje£t of admiration. The gentleman 
felt that it was a pity fuch.a flower. fhould 

»* blufh unfcen, 

•* And waftc its fweetnefs in the dcfcrt air :'* 

he accordingly encouraged his fcholaftic ambition. He af-. 
filled him alfo confiderably in his ftudies : and fo rapidly did 
the young plant flourifh under his foftering care, that the 
generous patron (ent him to the Univerfity of Oxford, where 
he was entered of Wadham College. There he applied him- 
felf with fiich affiduity tohis (ludies, andxConduAed him- 
fe!f with fo much regularity, .as to gain the general efteem of 
the members of that focieiy* : 

On the 19th of February, 1773, ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ degree of 
Matter of Arts, and about that time engaged in the ftudy of 
the oriental languages^ to which he was induced by the par- 
ticular recommendation of Dr. Meore, now Archbifliop of 
Canterjbury. That difcerhihg.man.obferved a dint of appU* 
* cation in-'Mr. White, united with a peculiar turn for philo- 
logical enquiries, which.be. thought might turn to his ac- 
count, if devoted to one objed. F<atunately he hit upon the 
one which was beft fuited for Mr. White, and which has 
been of th^' moit eiTential .fe^ice to.^him^.. He.had before 
acquired atoierable (hare of Hebrew learning ; and, con- 
sequently, his progrefs in the other oriental languages was 
greatly facilitated thereby. ' » - 

In 1775, he ^^^ appointed Archbifhop Xau4!^ Fjofefipr 
of Arabic ; on entering upon which office he pronounced a 
mafterly oration, which was foon afterwards. printQ4 wi'h 
the title of " De Utilitate Ling* Amb. in Studiis Theologi- 
cis Oratio habita Oxoniis in Schola Linguarujao^ Vy. id. 
Aprilis, 1775." 4to. ....:. 

In 'this difcourfe the Profeffor. endeavours to prove the 
vaft importance and utility of the 'Arabic language^ particu- 
larly in elucidating the facrcd writings. He therefore dwelt 

' upon 
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tipon the neceflky of ih;8 branch of Hterature, and enforced 
-At ftudy of it Mrkh an ardour which was natural for one ia 
his fitiiati<>n« The oration had its efkQ, ; and many were 
adlually led to ftudf the Arabic, who had before treated it 
.as barren andii«f)rofits^le« 

• He was at this; ti*PQ Fellow of his College, being elefted 
in 1774., Ih 1778, Mr. While printed the Syriac Philoxe- 

.niib Verfion of flits four gofpds, the MS. of which Dr. 

.Ofeiiccftcr Ridlc^ had given to New College. This verfion 

was entitled, ^^Sacroi-um Evangeliorum Verfio Syriaca Phi- 

.loxcniana Ex. Codd, MSS. Ridleianis in Bibl. Coll. Nov. 

• Oxon. Rcpofitis, nunc primum edita, cuift. Interpretatione 
ct Aiiootationibus Jofephi White, &c." 2 vols. 4to- 

November 15, 1778, he preached a very ingenious and 

• elegant fcrmon before the Univerfity, which, according to 
cuftom^ was foon afterwards printe4> uflder ^hc; title of 
• AReyifal of the Englifh TranOation of thff.OklTefta- 
ment recommended. To which is added,; fome Account of 
an. ancient Syf iac TranBation of great Paft of Origen'^ 
Hexiiplar'Editian of the LXX. lately diftroVered Jnthe Am- 
tarofian-Libfi^ry at Milan;" 410. Abo tit this, jtiil^e he was ap^ 
pointeA one of the preachers at Whitehall cfhapet 

In 1780, Mt. Whitfe pubjiflied •< ArSpefiimen of t|i^ Civil 

and Military . InftStutes of Timow or Tamierlane; a Wotk 

written originally by that celebrated Conqueror in the A4<>- 

fttl Language, afnd (ince translated into Perfian. N^w firft 

-rendered from thcPcrfian into EngHftii from a.MS\ in the 

' Soffeffion of W^Uiam Hunter^ MvDl^ilb other Fiece^" 4to. 

The whole of this work appeatad in 1783, tranflated iinto 

EngUfti by M'ajor Davy, with Prdface,. Indexes, GeogfapW- 

.^al^otes. Sec. by Mp.:White, in pne volume, 4to. 

InEafterterm, 1783, being m^n Bachelor of Divinity, 
he wad appointed to preach the Ban^'ton Iccf^ure the next 
year. As fdon fiis he' Was nominated he flketched o^ri; the 
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plan ; and finding afiiftance neceflary to the perfe£tion of ir 
in fuch a manner as he wilbed, he went down to Dievo»- 
fhire, on a vifit to Mf. Samuel fiadcoctr, then fettled as* 
drflenting mmHler at South Molton. Doubtlefs in this lit- 
terview the fcheme was well digeftedi and Mr. Badcock 
undertook his fhare of the taflc with that promptitude for 
which he was remarkable. This vifit releafed the profeficn^^ 
mind from a confiderable burthen which had oppvefled it. 
Where-, indeed, could he have found fuch an auxiliary ? 
The pen of Badcock, was- not only that of *^ a ready** but 
of an elegant writerr He touched no fubjefl without orna- 
menting k. Hi& ftyle was chafte, flowmg, and nervous- 
He had) moreover, an univerfal knowlege of theologieal 
learning. In controverfy he was quite at home. No won- 
der, therefore, that the Bampton le£lures were admirable 
in pomt of language, and forcible in refpefl: to argument. 

Let us not, however, detra£); from the le^urer's merit. 
Great was the genius which formed the plan, and gave a 
body to 1^ work. Mr. White afied with prudence in cal- 
ling to his aid fuch men as Badcock and|Parr. Yet his own 
~ihare of thefe labours was fufiicient to entitle him to the ce- 
lebrity which they have procured him, and he is only to be 
blamed for not having acknowleged his obligations to thofe 
elegant fchdars, in ^ preface to the volume, when it was 
publiflied. 

As foon as the leftures were delivered, th^ applaufe with 
which they were received was general throughout, the Uni- 
▼erfity. They were printed the fanie year, aiid met with 
uiiiverfal approbation: A fecond edition appeared in 1785, 
to which the author added a fermon, which he had fome 
time before preached before the Univerfity, on the neceffity 
of propagating chriftianity in the Eaft-Indies. 

Mr. White's reputation was now eftablifhcd, and he was 
confidered as one of the ablcfl vindicators of the chriftian 
doftrines modern time had witnefled. Lord Thurlow, with- 
out 
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out any folicitatlon^ gave him a prebend in tbe cathedral of 
Gloucefter, which at once placed him in eafy and indepen- 
dent circiimftances. Soon after this he, took his degree of 
Do£lQr of Divinity, and was looked iip to with thegreateft 
TctpcQ, ia the Univerfity, as one of its chief ornaments, 
until the year 1788, when the death of Mr. Badcock dif- 
clofed his ihare in the admired Ie£iures. At firft, Dr. White 
.was aftonifhed y. but the letters that had pafled between Bad- 
cock and him, on this very fubje£l, were not only in exif- 
tence, but in the hands of one who felt himfelf gratified in 
being the poiTeflbr of fo impottant ^ fecret. In addition to 
this, there was found among the pSipers of the deceafed, a 
promiflbry-note for '500 /. from the Do£lor ; the payment of 
which was demanded, but refufed by him on the ground 
that it was illegal in the firfl: inftance, as not having the 
words ** value received,'* and fecondly that it was for fer- 
vice to be rendered in tbe hiftory o! Egypt, which the Doc- 
tor and Mr. Badcock had proje£ied. The friends of the de- 
ceafed, however, were of a different opinion ; and the Dr. 
very properly confented to liquidate the debt. 

Kotwithftatiding this conceflaon, Dr^ Gabriel, who pof- 
fefled the letters, printed them in .1789, in order, as he faid, 
to vindicate the chara£ter of the deccafed, as well as his 
own, both of which had been aflailed on this Qccafion. In 
confequence of this publication, Dr. White printed ** A 
Statement of his literary Obligations to the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Badcock, and the Rev. Samuel Parr, LL.D." By this it 
appeared, that though Mr. Badcock's (hare in the ledures 
was confiderable and important, yet that it was not in that 
ptoportion which had been reprefented. As to Dr. Parr's, 
it confided fimply of verbal correCiions. 

Th^s ended this curious difpute, which at thrt time threw 

the whole Univerfity into confufion and even contention. 

The Do£lor's apology, however (for fuch in faft his ftate- 

ment is to be confidered), gave fuificient fatisfa£^ion, not 

M 2 only 
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only to his fellow academics^ but to the literary world at 
large. 

Sii\ctt that period the profeffor faa» vacated his fcllawfliip^ 
by taking, tohimfetf a wife> asd accepting a college . itAoft, 
in Norfolk, whore he re4i<ks during a confidcrablc part of 
the yeap. In his parfonage-houfe, he has a printing prefs^ 
with a large quantity of orientat types, and there he i& at 
^vefent bttfily engaged in printing the Syriack OldTeftament, 
tidcribed-in the appendix to his fetmon on the neceflity of a 
aevifal of the Engliih tnklflatioR of the Bible. His man 
and maid fervant labour at the prefs, and Mrs. White afr 
fifls her hofband in cbmpofitig. 

Among Mr. BadcockV papers was found an aoatyfis of 
-the projected hiftory of Egypt, in Dr. White's hand-writing. 
It is a very maftcrly fketch ; and we hope the learned pw>- 
feffor will find time to cowiplcte a defign, for the execution 
of which he has in a manner pledged htmfelf to the public ; 
. and which, in confequence of recent and important events, 
wc think will bring him more credit and profit than the pub- 
lication of the Syriac Bible. 

Dr. White is the reviewer of puUications in Hebrew and 
fubjeds of oriental literature in « the-Britifli Critic.*'^ 

e 



RICHARD KURD, D. D. 

LORD BISHOP OF WORCESTER. 

THIS learned and truly venerable prelate was born at 
Congreve, a village in Stafibrdfliire, where his father was a 
refpcftfible' farmer, who intending his fon for the church, 
placed him Under the tuition of that eniinent fcholar Antho- 
ny Blackwall. 

' - Having 
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Ib?iligat^ifi(edisrf6utid cUi&cal biowkge, be ^s Tent 
u> Cambridge, where he was admitted of Emanuel Col- 
lege» of which be afterwards became feUow; and waspre- 
fented by his fociety to the living of Tfaurcafton in Lincoln- 
ffiire. . . 

in this retirement he derotedhimfelf to the duties of his 
fituatfon/and the cultivation ol leittbrs. ilere he prepared his 
edition of Horace, which he juditiouly dedicated to Bi(hop 
Warburton, then confidered as the coloflus of literature^ 
and the firft critic t>f his day.^ Few peribns had a keener 
eye to diiicem the merits of men than Warburton; and 
though no one, perhaps, had a more haughty mind, or ever 
trei^ted hi6 adverfaries with fuch coarfe feverity, yet certain 
it is, that be was entirely defticute of envy, and dreaded 
not the depreciation of his own fame^ in confequence of 
the riling reputation of others* ^ 

He allured Mr. Hurd ftorti his beloved ftateof fedufion, 
and brought him forward to the world, almod againft his 
own inclination. He made him Archdeacon of Gloucefter, 
and by way of acquiring popularity for him in the metropo- 
lis, ailbciated him with himfelf in the Gtuation of preacher 
at the chapel in Lincoin's-Inn. 

The objed: of the Bl(h6p was fobft obtained. His dif- 
courfes procured general admiration *, and the preacher at- 
traded the notice and friendfliip of the great Earl of Mans- 
field, through whofe intereft he obtained the diftinguilhcd 
office of Preceptor to the Prince of Wales, a fituation for 
which no man in the kingdom- was better calculated, and the 
duties of which he perforriied with great honour to himfelf, 
and, it is to be hoped, benefit to his royal pupil. 

Preferment was now certain ; nor was it long withheld. 
In 1775 he was made Bifhop of Litchfield arid Covtntry ; 
in 1781 he was appointed, cleric of the clofet to the kingj 
and on the 30th of June, of the feme year, he was con- 
grmcd in the fee (S W<^cefter« * 
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On the death of Dr. Cornwiallis, Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, in 1783, that dignity wast)ffercdto Bilhop Hurd^; 
but he had obtained a fituation more congenial tohts wilhes»- 
and therefore he declined it. 

Since his tranflation to Worcefter, his Lordfhip has zU 
mod wholly fccluded himfelf from the bufy world, tcfiding 
chiefly at Hartlcbury-caftle, the epifcopal palace of hisr ;dio- 
cefe. This ancient and lioble pile lie has enriched, by ^■ 
large and ineftimable library, containing the greater part of 
the books that had belonged to Mr. Pope and Biibop War- 
buirton, which he has bequeathed for the ufe of his fuc-. 
ceflbrs. 

Here he exhibits a faithful and beautiful pi£lure of pri^ 
mitivc epifcopacy 5 beloved and venerated by all ranks, as 
well of the laity as the clergy. 

It remains to fay fontetbing of his LordJhip's literary cha* 
rafter ; aild would not be exaggerated praife, to aflcrt that 
he ftdnds at the head of the prefent generation of EnglHh 
fcholars, eminently fuperior tothofe of* his own age and 
(landing, and unrivalled by fuch as are younger than him&lf. 
He has (hewn his critical powers and tafte to the greateft 
advantage in his edition of Horace's " Epiftolae ad Pifoncs,'' 
&c. with an Englifh commentary and notes; and alfoin his 
edition of Cowley's works. The firft appeared in I759» 
and the latter in 1772, 

But the work which procured him the gfeateft reputation^ 
was his <^ Moral and Political Dialogues, with Letters on 
** Chivalry and Romance," 3 vols. 8vo. 1765. Some of the 
pieces had appeared before, without a name, and their fue- 
eefs probably fed the ingenious author to publi& a complete 
and enlarged edition. Thefe dialogues evince a jptptanmd 
knowlege of the Englifh hiftory and conftitutiai^, ^g|id 
breathe a warm attachment to the caufe of liberty. . 

As a theological writer^ his principal produ£tioii» are two 
volumes of excellent fermons, preached before the SocifDCy 



vi lincofaxVInai and anodier of Dtfcourfira on the Pro-" 
pbeciesj at the kAuve founded by Biihop Warbarton at the 
fame place. In theie compofitions we obferve deep thinking,, 
dofe l<^ical realoBingy fervent pietyi and chafte and ele- 
gant bmguage. 

As a di^Mtant, Dr. Hiird appeared to great advantage in 
a pamphlet entitled <' Remarks on Mr« Hume's Eflay on 
"** -Ac Natural Htftory of Religion." This ahonymous per- 
formance irritated the philofopher confiderably^ and he ex- 
prefied his refentment in terms that (hewed how much he 
had been hurt by the caftigation. 

The attachment manifcftcd by Dr, Hurd to Bifli<^ War- 
burton Jias often brought upon him very illiberal cenfures. 
About the time of his firft connexion with that great prelate, 
he printed an " Effay on the delicacy of friendfliip," in 
;which Dr. Jortin and Dr. Leland of Dublin were treated 
rather roughly for their want of due refpcft to the author's 
patron. When we recolle£t the motives whlcb produced 
this eflay, we fee no reafon to blame Dr« Hurd ^ his zeal for 
his friend was commendable, though it perhaps carried him 
rather bejond the line of prudence. When reflc£Kon ope- 
rated on his mind, he accordingly faw reafon to difapprove 
of his haftinefs ; and, much to his honour, took great pains ^ 
to fnpprefs the obnoxious pamphlet, tt would have been 
perhaps better if it had been fufFeredto fink into that ob- 
livion which the author wiflied; as unfortunately, on his 
Lordffaip's publilhiog a large and magnificent edition of his 
friend's works in 1788, one of the grcateft fcholars of this 
age, too officioufly perfiaps, and too much in that very fpi- 
rit which he wanted to expofe, reprinted the Eflay, with 
fome other ^^Trafts by Warburton and a Warburtonian.*' 

When Biihop Kurd's edition of Warburton's works ap- 
peared, the world was greatly difappointed at not finding 
the Ipng-expeded life of that celebrated chara£ler. This 
affbrded (reft ground for cenfuiT,. and it was by no, meana 

fpared; 
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fpared. In confieqaence of this complaint, ]^c prla^ 'm jpce^ t 
fatory diiboarfe, by way of intiodttSuoa to fiie worl;/ mn^ 
taining a brief but elegant memoir of tfas author* . it is fasp* 
pofed that on his Lordihip'q deceafea mat€ copious bcagV9U> 
phy of his ancient friend and patron will be left for pnidicai^ 
tion : this, of courfe, will exhibit a hiftory of Engliih Ike^ 
ratur^, for half a century. 

We had pearly forgotten to pienrion, that che^arHeft |MeD- ' 
dudliohof bis Lbrdfhip's pen, wluch has appeared in pranty : 
was an Ode on the Peace of Aix-la-Chapeiloi 

• -•"•' • ■ .^. 

DAVID STEWART ERSKINE, 

EARL pF BUCHAN. 

IF jthe love of freedom , and the love of literature, if, 
eminent proficiency in the fine artSy and an eager fonijipefs 
to patronife the faipp proficiency in others ; if cl^f&c^ and 
p.?itriotic enthufiafm, affociat^d with not a few of the mo^. 
amiable and refpe£kablc moral virtues -, — are calcuUtcd to re- 
commend any man to the efloem and praife of his cot^tCfU- 
porarica, Dw4> Eari of Buchan, cannot eafily fail gf oh^. 
tainiPg their highefl approbation. 

This nobleipan is the reprefentativc pf a younger |?^papc}i. 
of the illuftrious family of the Erljrines, Earls of Marr,. 
whofe virtues and wifdpm recommended them for 7^ (^rits 
of generations to the very honourable and con&deQt^al ^f.« 
fice of tutors to the ancient King^ of Scotland, ^t t^e - 
Univerfity of Glafgow, in early youth, he applied yrith ar- 
dent and' fuccefsful diligence to every ingenious ai^ lifct^l 
ftudy. His hours of relaxation from fcience and literature 
were frequently pafTcd in endeavours tp acquire the art^ of. 
deCgn, etching,' engraving, and drawing, {q the ^c^dpmy 
which the excellent, bi^t ill-requited Robert Foulis for 
forac time laboured to fupport in th^t weft^yn i^^fppo)^ of. 
Scotland. 
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. £i?icqeeding to the li^x^x»xj £&,%Xc^ -and honours of kis 
i^vaklfi :he from ^hatxxyoxEient evinced a generous ambit;ion 
t(» maintain and eiah, by h^s. pcrfonal exertions^ the true 
d^itf of the 3coui(h -peerage, ^nd the name of Erskine. , 
TJi«?kn^'s miniftershad been long accuftomed) at each 
new ele^iion, tptranfmit to every peer a lift of the. names 
of fixteen of his fe]low-peers> for '^K4lom he was required 
t9 fff^^ his vote;j in the choice of the members who fliould 
repr^lent. the nobles of Scotland in the firitifh parliament % 
a|id to tl\^ humiliating ofarpation^ the defcendants of the 
tpoOi iiluftrious names had ^ ajccoftomed themfelves tamely 
to fubmit ! The Earl of Buchan, with the fpirit of an 
ancient Baron, took an early opportunity pf decbringi that 
he, would oblige the Secretary jof State who fhould infult 
him^with fiiich an application to wafh away the affront with 
l^is blood. Th;: practice from that time ceafed ; and mi- 
nifter« wefe obliged to adopt fome other leis oflfenfive mode 
of exeroifing their eledipneering influence orer the CaJer 
doni^n peerage. 

, Th( £arl had two very promifing brothers, both younger 
thanhimfeff; andon their education he earneftly beftpwed 
that care which was to be expe£bed^ from the kindnefs and 
vigilance, not merely of a near, relation, but of a prudent 
and afie^ipaate parent. The fortunes of his family h^d 
been, from diiFerent caufes, not diflionoured indeedf but 
impaired fo conGderably, that they could no longer aflbrd 
aCn annual incpme fuffici^tly ample to fupport it$ dignities 
with due fplendor, and to enable him to gratify all the ge- 
nesous wiihes of a munificent fpirit. Struck with this,^ 
he refplutply adopted a plan of ce<;;onomy, admirably fitted 
to retrieve and re-eftabliOx thofe falling fortune^} and his 
endeavours (perhaps the moft honourable and diftcult which 
a young and liberaMninded nobleman could refolye upon), 
withput .fuhje£ting him to the inaputatipn of parfimonyy 
faai^e b^n crowned and rewarded with opuknce* 
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He perceived, with concern, that fincc thd- days of Sib- 
bald, and Gordon of Straloch; the ftudj of thi; atttiqiutiet 
of the Scottifh hiftory had been (hamefullj and unhappity 
negle£led ; and it is chiefly owing to his patriotic ezertion8»' 
that the Royal Antiquarian Society of Scotland if iodebCed 
for its exiftence. 

The High School of Edinburgh is confcflTedly one ^of Ac ' 
beft feminaries in the kingdom, for the initiation of yo^th 
in the fir ft principles of the Latin language. By freqneferit* 
▼ifits to this feminary, the Earl of Buchan has fought crcry 
opportunity of recommending to pubFic notice the (kill and 
attention of the teachers, as well as the happy proficiency 
of their pupils ; and a premium, his gift, is annually be* 
flowed at the univerfity of Aberdeen, upon the fucceisfid 
conipetitor in a trial of excellence among the (Indents. 

On reviewing the memorials of the Scottifh nobiHty, Lord 
Buchan felt his enthuGaftic veneration in a particular man- 
ner excited, by the fcience and virtues of the illullrioiif 
Napier, the inventor of logarithms, and the moft eminent- 
difcovcrer in philofophy of which Scotland can as yet boaft. 
With a generous hand he afpired to crown the memory of 
his illixftrious countryman with due honours ; and in a well-' 
written biographical memoir, difplayed his life and charac- 
ter to the reverence and imitation of the prefent age. The 
enthufiafm of Lord Buchan has alfo inflituted an annual 
feftive commemoration of Thomfon, at Ednam, the fcene- 
of that poet's birth. Mr. Pinkerton, the hifliprian and 
antiquary; Burns, who was prematurely fnatched away 
from the aspiration of the prefent age ; Tytler, the tranf- 
lator of Callimachus 5 and a long lift of other men of ge- 
nius, have been fo fortunate as to attraft the patronage and 
friendfbip of Lord Buchan. 

The life of Andrew Fletcher has b^en by his care hap- 
pily illuftrated ; and we owe to him fome precious frag- 
ments of fpeeches and eflTays, by that incomparable pa- 
tript, wWch had not bccw before ^jrinted. 
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The Earl of Buchan^9 exertions have been as invariably 
faithful to the caufe of Liberty as of Literature. He has 
been always underflood to be amqng the moft zealous vo- 
taries of the principles upon wh^ch the revolution of 1688 
was accomplifhed. His voice> his writings, his . exertions 
in every mahly and honourable mode, have ever been ready 
to refift any tihxeatened infringement of thofe principles, in 
the Britiih Icgiflature or government. When the new dawn 
of a revolution favourable to genuine liberty broke forth in 
France,, he was not among the mod tardy to hail its rife^ 
and to blefs its progrefs. When the kings of Europe arofe 
in arms for the purpofe of once more binding the genius of 
that nation in the fetters of defpotifm, the Earl could not 
view the ill-omened enterprife without devoutly wilhing 
that its force might be (hattered againft the facred armour 
of that virtue, and new-bom freedom, which it boafted to 
deftroy. On beholding thofe excefles into which the French 
have been hurried in the progrefs of their revolutionary 
career, he lamented that the errors of humanity are ever 
too clofely afibciated with its moft fplendid and heroic ex- 
eistions, yet without abandoning diofe generous wiihes for 
the immortal eftabli(hment of GaBie freedom, which he 
had before accuftomed him&lf to entert;atn« 

Long may he furvive to do honour to the age by his vir^ 
tues; to fuftain by his voice and his exertions the caufe of 
^emiixie. Britiih freedom ; and to patronife that literature, 

^ad t)u>fe fine arts, in which he himfelf excels ! 

T.N. 
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JAMES NOIITHCOTE, ESQ^^R-A. 

THIS ingenious artift is defcended from the anci^t yiA 
refpe£table family of the Nortkcotes^ which has t^q^ 
fettled in Devonfhire at lead: ever fince th^ cpncj^ueft^ hsvi. 
given feveral high fhcriSs to the county, i^^ny rcpr^ki^t^ 
Uves for it in parliament^ and on which a baro^^age wsis 
conferred in the reign of James the Firft. 

The fubje£^ of the prefent article was born at Pljrinouih 
id the year 1746. His father was an eminent tradefoiau 
in that town, and brought up his fon to his own bufi^efs* 
His propenGty to the cJegant arts, however, preyailod over 
the drudgery of a n^echanical employment ; and ^t length 
he determined to abandon the occupation in which he had 
been engaged, and devote himfelf etitirely to hi^ favQorite 
ohjcQ:. With this view he came to London, and place 
himfelf under the care and tuition of his countryman and 
friend Sir Jofliua Reynolds, then in the zepith of hia glory. 
That great man was ever ready to lend his helping band 
to afpiring merit ; and he gav<? Mr. Northcote his utmoft 
afiidance towards perfe^ing himfelf in th^ art of painting. 
Our artift continued with Sir Jofliua five years, living with 
him in all the familiarity of fi[iend(hip, and intrQdij|<ced by 
him to the moft eminent chara£lers of the age. 

In the fummer of 1777, Mr. Northcote fet out for: Italy, 
following in this th6 example and advice of his great maf- 
ter. He vifited every part of that delightful country, which 
at that time was the unrivalled feat of the fine arts. At 
Rome he continued near three years, which he found fhort 
enough for the wonders and the beauties which abounded 
in it to engage the confideration of a man of tafte, who 
was defirous of treafuring up in his mind the moft exten- 
five knowledge of the fciences connefted "with his profef- 
fion. 

Durin|[ 
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tkiYtilg his refidence in Italy, lie pro&fcd fo well by the op- 
f^ortunnties ke met iJ^id^'and'obtaiTfed £a extenfiVe.ati ac- 
quateUit(?e ^ith the firft sntifts of the age and country ia 
ndjidi he wasi that he became greatly rejedted.' His taknts 
and de^ortfneht procnred inin the bbnotur of beimg dc£bed a 
inembdr of the ancient Etrufcan Academy at Coirtona, of 
A* Imperial Academy at Flbrente^ and of the Academy Del 
Fcyrti, at Rome. 

While at Florence, he painted a portrait bf Wmfelf, for 
idle a^adietny, which is a compliment always expeded from 
^ye¥y He^ member. 

He returned lo England in 1780, and came by the way 
of i>1atiders, n^ only becaufe it was dtiring the time of war, 
bt^t that he might have the advantage of obferVing all that 
could be feen of the eminent mafters of the FlbmishSckool. 

Thus amply fumilhed with every requifite that could^cbn- 
ftitute him a^mafter in his pr^dfeffion, he entered ^pon it in 
tlife metropolis of his ndtive country, ihortly after his amval^ 
and foon obtained the moft diftinguiOied reputation. In 
1 786 he was cbofen a member of J:he Royal Academy, and in 
every fublequ'ent exhibition at Somerfet-hpufe his produflions 
have borne a confpicuous part. 

Perhaps the moft perfe^ pi£lt>re from his pencil v^as ex- 
hibited the year he was admitted of the academy. The fub- 
jed is*— the tvro young princes murdered iif the tower. The 
Itory ia ftrikingty and afiedingly told ; the drawing, is- per- 
fedttf cotrtSt^ and the afiaffins are particularly well d^he- 
ated. This pt^dliure vras purchafed by Alderman Boydell, 
and an engraving from it graces his fpldndid editioh of 
Shakfpeare. Our artift has alfo painted fome other pieces 
for the fame work ;. all of which have great merit, bat none 
in an equal degree with that jufl: mentioned* 

In the exhibition of 1796, Mr. Nbrthcote produced a fe- 
ries of moral piftures, defigned to (hew the oppodte efie£te 
of fetioufncfs and levity in two young women in menial 

(ituations 
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fituationsof life. He clearly had Hogarth in vicW} hoi 
though^ his pidiures are good, they tell oot what they are 
meant to exprefs with the force which char^erifes that in- 
imitable artift's productions. Thefe have fince been engraved* 

It redounds greatly to his praife, that his pencil has never 
in the flighteft inftance deviated from morality and decency. 
The reputation which Mr. Northcote has acquired as a pain- 
ter is doubtlefs well merited. His colouring ischaftc> forc- 
ible, and diflinfi ; his pictures have that breadth <tf light 
and (hade which is one of the mod agreeable, properties of 
a good painting, and which is yet fo feldom obferved^ even 
in the works of mailers. His hidorical pieces (heW a great 
and an accurate acquaintance with the {uh}t£!t, much ftpdyi 
and that vigour of conception which is the true charafterif- 
tic of native genius. 

In private life, Mr. Northcote is greatly efteemed, as a 
modeft, unafluming, virtuousj well-informed| and comni»- 
nicative man. W. 



RICHARD IVATSON, D.D. 

LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 

THIS liberal-minded prelate was bom in the village of 
Everlham, about five miles from Kendal^ in the county of 
Weftmoreland, in the year 1737. His father was a cleigy- 
man, and mafter of the free grammar-fchool in Kendal, 
where our divine received the whole of his fchool education, 
prior to his going to the univerfity of Cambridge, to which 
he brought with him a good ftock of claflical learning, a 
fpirit of perfevering induftry, and a very bad provincial ac- 
cent, which he retained for a long time. He was admitted 
of Trinity College, and diftinguiflied, while there, by a dole 
application to his ftudies, and conftantly wearing a coarfe 
mottled Weftmoreland coat and blue yarn ftockings. 

In taking his degrees he. ftood high among the wranglers, 
and the fuavityof his manners, the regularity of his condud, 

and 
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and the refpe£%abilitj of his taknts, prccored him a fellow* 
fbip and a college tutoribip. On the former occafion he was 
oppofed by Mr. Poltlethwayte, who was deeply yerfed in 
mathematics, but knew nothing of the world* Poor Poftle- 
tbwayte, with all bis (kill, [could danonjlrau himfelf fit only 
for a fmall conotry liring, while Watfon made bis way to a 
prdfeflbrfliip and a mitre. He, indeed, fioon obtained the 
efteem of hia own fbciety, and of the tmirerfity at large, 
to whfcb a fpirited oppofititm made by him to an improper 
rccomracndatioir of a candidate by the Duke of Grafton 
great>y ^ contributed. ,The circumffance redounds to tl>e 
* honour both of Dr. Watfon and the Duke, for the latter 
was fo fenfible of the propriety of the other's conduft, that 
- he cultivated his acquaintance, and from that time they have 
been cordial friends. 

It was not long after this, that he was dcAed public pro- 
feffor of Chymiftry, though he was then a£hially ignorant 
of the firft principlesof that fcicnce. Hia eledors, howe- 
vjer, had no reafon to repent of their choice, for he foon 
made up by diligence the want of preparatory acquirements. 
He pafled whole days, and fometimes nights, in the labo- 
ratory, afiided by a good prafkieal chymift whofename wa^ 
Hoffman. In their firft experiments, they deftroyed numer- 
ous retorts, injured their health, endangered their lives, ac- 
tually blew themfelves up, and at length did the fame by 
tlirfr workfliop. But our profcffor was not to be intimida- 
ted by all theft difcouraging circumftances. He poffciTed an 
indefatigable fpirit, whidi wsk defttned to overcome difficuJ- 
ties. 

His chymical charadlerwas at kft completely cftabliffied ; 
and'hrs lectures, which were crowded with auditors, acquir- 
ed him a high reputation. He was next advanced to the 
i?/g/«/Profefforfiiip of Divinity^ o« the death of the Earn- 
ed Dr. RuthcrfoTth, and about the fame tiir.e he married. 

Dp. 
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Dr. Watfon ver^ earljr diftingiuifbed himfelf in the careef 
of politics, by his atuchment to thofe Whig priqciplies which 
have, until of late, uniformly difting\ii(hed Cambridge from 
her fifter univcTfily. He chofe a critical time to Qielr off 
thefe principles, and to gain himfelf popularity : this was 
the year 1776, when the fubjetls of Government and Qril 
Liberty were .generally difcuded. . His fermon preached be* 
fore the Univerfity on the anniverfary of the ReftoradoOi 
was printed under the title of " The Principles of Che Rc- 
** volution vindicated -," and attrafted a degree of attention 
exceeded only by Bifliop Hoadley's famous fermon on the 
Isingdom of Chrift. In the courfe of the fame year, he 
alfopubrUhed another difcourfe preached before the univer- 
fity on the anniverfary of the King's acceffion. The (Publica- 
tion of thefe brought on a controverfy 5 but the only piece 
worth noticing on this occafion was ^< An Heroie Eptftle to 
Dr. Watfon,** by the facetious author of *« An Epiftle to 
Sir William Chamber3," under the appellation of '< Mac- 
grcgor." 

He foon after gave more fatisfa£lion to the religious 
world, and gained: a higher portion of applaufe from the 
public at large^ by an ** Apology for Chriilianityj in a Se- 
ries of Letters addrefied to Edward Gibbon. Efq.*' This 
work, though perhaps it is not fufficiently copious» raifed 
the author's reputation very high, both as a controverfialift, 
and^ a polite writer. The manner in which the divine has 
treated the deiftical hiftorian has been greatly ^oiired by 
all but incorrigible bigots, and held up as an excellent exam- 
ple for imitation. Mr. Gibbon declined entering into a dif- 
cufiion of the difputed points with the profeflbrj but he 
wrote him a very polite letter, to which he received as polite 
an anfwer. The correfpondence has been printed by Lord 
Sheffield, and it does honour to both parties. 

Dr. Watfon printed another political fermon, preached 
before the Univerfity of Cambridge, February 4th, 1780, 

being 
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fa€lng the day appdinted for a general faft^ which difcourfii 
b of the fame cbiaplexioa as thofe aboYO-mentioned. 

In 1 78 1 hepublifhed a volume of Chymical Efiays, ad* 
dreflbd to his pupil the Duke of Rutland. This work was 
ireceived hj the puUie iinth fuch great and deferved aj^ro* 
bation, as to encourage the author to give the world, at 
difierent times, four additional volumes, all of equal merit 
with the firft. 

In the preface to the laft volume, he ha^ thefe remark- 
able bbfervations : " When I was ele£led profefibr of divi- 
« mty in 1771, 1 determined to abandon for ever the ftudy 
'^ f>f Cbymiftry, and I did abandon it for feveral years ; but 
^' the veterh ve/Hgia fiammes ftill continued to delight me, 
■• a«d at length feduced me from my purpofe. 
' "When I was made a Bilhop in 1784, I again deter- 
«« mined to quit my favourite purfuit : the volume which I 
•* how offer to the public is a fad proof of the imbecilHty of 
« my refolution. I have on this day, however, offered a 
•• facrifice to other people's notions, I confefs, rather than 
•* to my own opinion of epifcopal decerum — ^I have deilroyed 
'•• sdl my chemical manufcripts.-*-A pro^A of returning 
'' health might have perfuaded me to purfue this delightful 
^ fcienee \ but 1 have now certainly done with it for ever ; 
^* at Icaft I have taken the moft efleftuai ftcp I could tp 
** wean myfeif from an attachment to it ; for with the holy 
^ zeal of the idolators of old, who had been addt£led to 
** curious arts'—/ have buimed my hehs**^ 

At length Dr. Waifon's merits> and the recommendation 
of the Duke of Rutland, procured him a feat on the epifco- 
pal brach, on the tranflation of Biihop Barrington from the 
fee of LandafF to Salifbury. This biihopric being poor, he 
was permitted to hold with it the Archdeaconry of Ely, a 
Rectory in LeiceftetOiire, and the divinity profeflbrfliip, to 
which is annexed the valuable living of Sameihahi. 

The gratitude of another pupil of Dr. Watfon's is ftill 
J^ more 
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iDore memorable. ■ The late Mr. Luther, of Ongar in- "SS^ 
{exy at Jiis deceafe, in 1786, bequeathed to his tutor th^ 
ftim of 20,000 /. 

.' The Bifliop was hardly warm in his feat, before he 
brought himfelf inta pretty general notice, as the advocate 
ef ecclefiaftical reform, in ** A Letter addrefled to the 
Archbifliop of Canterbury." In this letter his Lordfhip 
ftated, with no fmall force, and with confiderable pathos^ 
the hard(hip» of the inferior clergy, and the neceffity -of an 
equalifation of church preferments. Though his argu- 
ments were conclnfjve, and though the fa£ls which he ftated 
were incontrovertible,* yet many friends . to his fcheme 
thought him rather too precipitate and irregular in bringing 
forward his fentiments on this fubje£k. An addrefs to the 
metropolitan, through the medium of the prefs, from the 
junior prelate on the bench, was confidered as a mode of 
proceeding not quite in the ftri£l: line of ecclefiaftical pro* 
priety, nor the beft calculated to attain the obje£t in view. 

This letter accordingly drew down on his Lordfliip fome 
very fevere ftri£kures from the pen of Mr. Cumberland, a 
writer of great powers, but who on this occafion was far 
from manifefting a commendable temper. 

The public curiofity was greatly excited when it was un- 
derftood that he was appointed to' preach before the Lords, 
January 30th, 1 783." His difcourfes at Cambtidge were ftiU 
frefli in every perfon's remembrance, and tlkMrefore fome- 
what unufual was expe£):ed on this occafion. The abbey 
was uncommonly crowded ; but the Bifhop condu£^ed him- 
felf with extreme caution, and delivered a fermon admira- 
ble in its compofition, and very teipperate in its fentiments. 

In 1786, his Lordfhip publiflied at Cambridge, ^* a Col- 
" leftion of Theological Trifts," in fix volumes o£lavo, 
defigndd entirely for the ufe of ftudents in divinity. Thi$ 
colleftion confifts of pieces on the moft interefting fubjefts 
in facted literature, by difer^nt writers, many of which 

were 
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were ' become estceeding fcarce. Little clfe is wanting to 
fo)rm fuch a compilation, but great reading, candour, and 
judgment. Thefe are fufficiently difplayed in this edition } 
and it cannot but prove an ineftimable library of divinity to 
every candidate for holy orders. 

At the time of the King's illnefs, the Biflhop voted with 
thofe Lords who confidered the Prince of Wales as having an 
abfolute right to an unqualified aflumption of the Regency. 
As the fee of St. Afaph was then vacant by the death of the 
worthy Dr. Shipley, fome perfons were difpoied to think 
•that Bifliop W. had his eye upon a tranflation thither. The 
King, * however, recovered, the Regency of courfe dropt to 
the ground, and the bifhopric of St. Afaph was filled by 
Dr. Halifax. 

In June, 1791, the Bifliop delivered a charge to his cler- 
gy, in which he took occafipnto touch upon the great revo- 
lution which had recently taken place in France, and to ad- 
vert to the ftate of things at home, chiefly with refpe£l: to 
.Jthe condition of the church, and the pretenfions of diflent- 
ers. Some of his hearers took notes of his Lordfiiip's dif- 
courfe, copies of which were not only circulated widi great 
induftry throughout the diocefe, but fpread over all parts of 
the principality, and even reached Lambeth. Alarmed at 
the intention evidently manifefted by this mode of circula* 
tion, the Bifliop lofl: no time in publifliing a faithful copy of 
his charge, which completely did away the evil deGgns of 
his enemies. 

In the courfe of the prefent eventful conteft, his Lordftiip 
has exhibited himfelf, in general, the fteady advocate of pa- 
cific meafures ; and he has made fome admirable and very 
impreffive fpeeches in his place in the houfe, on the nepef- 
fity of adopting a conciliatory fpirit. 

But one of the beft fcrvices which he ever rendered to 
the public, was in counteracting the poifonous principles of 
the author of " The age of Reafon," by an 'f Apology for 

N2 - th^ 
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tfce BiUe, in a ttri^ef Letters siddrefled to the amhor 40f 
A*t weyk." 1796. This has deubtlefs been tf infinite fer- 
Vic^ Yti maintaining tbe caufe of truth ) as it is written in n 
pcpntar manner, and with a dignity of expreffion a«i4 
power of argument moft admirably adapted to imprefs the 
fnind with that refpe£lful ferioufnefs which i» (b neceflary 
to prod^ice a rational convidion. 

It U to be lamented; however, that the Biihop has gif eti 
ftmic adtantage to the infideb, bypaffingover in fiknce cer- 
tain parts of the Bib^e objected to by theni^ From that 
ftlence much has bee«^ inferred j and it certainly would bare 
been more noble^ a<)d in feA more prudent^ to have ez* 
preffcd his- free opinion concerning tbofe paiTages. 

At the beginning of the prefent year, his Lord(hip printed 
a rery feafonable and animated ^^ Addrefs to the People of 
Great Britain/' ht thii performance the Biihop waves dif- 
enfling the merits or demerits of the war, as to its origin. 
He confiders the nation as reduced to the alternative either 
of an abfohite fubmtffion to the enemy, or a vigon>iis pro- 
iecution of the conteft. Preferring the latter to the formef^ 
he pleads for great iacrifices, and calls upon his countrymen 
to make very ftrenuous exertions. 

Every body allowed this addrefs to poiiefs great merit- as 
a compofition ; but many who have made financial politics 
fheit ftudy, conceived that the Bifhop had gone out of his 
depth, while others think, and doubtlefs with reafon^ that 
he has departed from all his former principles. 
. That fuck a tra£i, coming from fuch a man, ihould pro- 
duce replies, is not to be wondered at. The weight of hi« 
Lordfiiip's character was well known. His popularity was 
very great 5 and thofe.who were adverfe to the fentimcnts 
which he now exprcflcd, were fenfible that they would have a 
vcryextenfive influence upon the public mind. Theprofecution 
of two of his Lordihip's antagoniits, has inflided a deadly 

wound 
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wound on the liberty of the prefs^ aad thus rendered con<^ 
troverfy fafe only on one fide of the queftioa 1 

The Bifliop i« a good public i^eal^r ; hi$ adion ig grace- 
ful, his voice full and barmonipus* and bi$ delivery chafic 
^d corre£i^ 

As a writer he is diftinguiibed by a ftyie plain and neat» 
but ftridly pure, nervous, and argumentative. 

As a biihop his chara^ler is moft epcceilent ; and at ftfr 
as his influence extends, he hajth been univerfally the pa* 
troa of merit. His family confifts of fix children $ and his 
chief refidence is at Colgarth Park, delightfully fit^^te near 
the lakes in his native county. 

Befides the pieces alresKly mentioned) be bath written ; 
<* Ricbardi Watfon, A. M. Coll. Sacr, Samaap Ttin. Sop» 
et Chemise Profefloris in Academia Cantabrigeafti, In^tUf- 
tionum Chemicarum in prele£lionibus Ac&demiciis e^c^plica'^ 
tarum Pars Metallur^ca." 8vo. l^66,^ <^ An Eflfcy ontbe 
S«bjeAs of Chemiftry, and tteir general DiWfions." Svo. 
1771. *< A Defence of revealed Religion, iii two Sermon* 
preached in the cathedral church of Landaff." " A Charge 
to the Clergy of that Diocefei in J^ne 1795." Scrmonis 
and Trad:S|" one volume, 8V9- ; and a <* Charge^ to his 
Clergy, in 1798." 

At T, 
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HsMEY Erskine, die brother of "David Earl of Buchan, 
is fuppofed to poflSls even a double portion of his genius. 
He received, in early youth, the advantage of that liberal 
and literary education whigh in Scotland is rarely denied 
eyep to the meaoeft yeoman 5 and has, tiH of late, been 
fnoft foUcitoufly beftowed oh the cliildren of nobility. Thk 
lortime which he inherited was not fuiBcient to enaiUe him 
19 bury his talents in frivolous idlenefs, and he chbfe the 
pcadioe of the law for his profeffional ipuxWtV.^ . ^^ ^r^s^^k.- 
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cordingly admitted, when very young, a ihcmber of the 
Scottilh Faculty vf Advocates y and diftinguiflied himfelf alike 
at the bar, in the focieties of his companions, and thofe ele- 
gant and fa{hionable ailemblies unto which his high birth 
and perfonal accomplifhments introduced himj by an un- 
rivalled fprightlinefs of fancy, and quicknefs of apprehen- 
fion. When all contended in wit, and fportive humour, 
the fuprcme praife fcarcely ever failed to ' be beftowcd on 
Henry Erfkinc. 

The elocution of the Scottifli bar, even then, favoured 
not a little of the un6tion of Donald Cargill, or George 
Whitefield. Young Erikine, in his firft pleadings, difplay- 
ed with an inimitable felicity a certain grace, liyelinefs, and 
eafe, which needed but to be heard, in order to put to 
(bame thofe vile compofitions which hai been befbi« ad- 
mired. Every thing concurred to gromife him a moft bril- 
liant career. But it wa» feared, that parts fo lively, and 
fuccefs fo fplcndid, might prove fatal, by feducing him in- 
.to that negligence, and that felf-conceit, which, alas I too 
often blight the richeft buds of opening genius. The anx^ 
iety of his' friends, the invidious rivalry of his competitors, 
were alike rpady tb fuggeft that diffipation, frivolity!, or pe- 
tulant felf-applaufe, muft foon cxpofe him to be outftnpped 
in his piK)fcfriopal career, by the moft fober fpirited' of his 
brother advocates, in the fame manner as the hare in the 
fable is fiiid to have been left behind by the fnaiL The event, 
however, proved far otherwife. 

He had the good fenfe to perceive that, in order to excel, 
he ought to dedicate himfelf with inflexible ardour and pcr^ 
leverance to the attainment of profeflional excellence, and 
acquire by unremitting praftice that honourable independ- 
ance of fortune which was neceffary to give due luftre to 
his talents. In a £hbrt time he became an elder, and a 
Speaker in the general aflembly of the church of Scotland', 
the be ft Acatrd for deliberative eloquence which his native 

CQuntrj^ 
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trountry affords. He vigilantly feized every occafion for th6 
exercife of his abilities, as a lawyer and a pleader ; ' and ibon • 
convinced the world ihat he was determined to become- a 
ft€ady prafikitioner. 

Having obtained in marriage the only daugliter ^6f Mr. * 
Ftdlerton, a lady of a rcfpeftablc family, and who brought 
him a very handfome fortune, that event tended happily 
to confirm him in thofe habits of affiduity, for which he - 
had begun befort to be diftinguifhed. 

Every fucceffive year now encreafed his enTpk>yment'at 
the bar, and he was foon accounted, if not the very firft, 
at leaft in the foremoft rank. Eminent as a wit, and an • 
advocate, his political fcntiments could not long be a mat- 
ter of indifference to the circle in which he moved. 'Ltkc: 
his brother, the Earl of Buchan, he avowed himfelf a 
ftaunch and ^anfcht Whig, and naturally gained the notice * 
and the friendfliip of the moft illuftri^us .votaries of Whig- 
gifm, as well in England as in Scotland. 

After the conclufion of the American war, when Chairles 
Fox, along with that great political party of which he was > 
the informing and guiding genius, were, for a fhort time, 
mafters of the energies of the Britifli government, Henry 
EtQcine was the man whom they chofe as the confidential 
lawyer of their adminiftratiori, in Scotland. They accord- 
ingly haftencd to appoint him Lord Advocate ; and fo fplen- 
did was his reputation as a lawyer, anil fo liberal his cha- 
rafter as a man of integrity and honour, that the voice eveii 
of his political enemies, could fcarcely refrain from ap-' 
plauding the nomination. 

But Fox and his party were quickly driven from the hdm ; 
and Erfkine was difmiffed from his official Situation, to make 
Toom for one who was, indeed, a very worthy 'young man, 
but deftitute alike of powerful talents, and juridical experi- 
ence. This lofs, however, could neither degrade the cha-* 
rafter of Erikine, nor leffen his praftice at the bar. He 
had before been, and he ftill continued to be, the lawyer. 
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tvfaom, on tverj great occa&on, both parties tkrere anxioot 
to retain ae their firft tounfcl. 

Upon a vacancy in the office of Dean of the Faculty of 
Advocates, of which he has fince been fo (bamefully be*' 
reft, that refpe£iable body^ perhaps the nioft illuftrious Ju- 
ridical corporation in Europe, beftowed the office on Henry 
Erfldnov with mi eagerncfs which feemed to demonftrate; 
that they conferred equal honour on him and Acfbielvoa by ' 
the choice. 

Although a man of wit and - talents, he has no^ been 
fo imprudent alB to laviffi his honourable gains in ^ 
carelefs profufion . of ei^pence, inilead of accumuladng- 
them for k patrimony to his children. Neither did the 
fatal fchifm in the Whig party, in confequence of tfaip 
diverfity 6f fentiments with which the events of the French 
revolution were behtld in Britain, betray him into any por 
litical inconfiftency. On the contrary, he flill firmly ad*? 
hcred to ♦'hofe printiples of freedom, which Fox and him-- 
felf had been accuftomed to confider as the genuine grounds 
of the Britifh revolution iti 1688. 

Sii?ce the commencement of the.prefent war, a period^ 
during \^hich the collifions of palrty*fpirit are become more 
fierce bhd violent than before, various practices, too mean 
and dilbonourable to be worthy of aught but jpontemptuous 
oblivion, have been recurred to, in order to hurt the cha^ 
ra^er and diminiQi the pra£tice of Henry Erikine, by men 
>fho could n^t win his virtue to their fide, and who were 
defirous to diminiih that afcendancy to which they couU not 
afpire in the career of generous emulation. But talents, 
fortune, and chara^ier, fuch as his, may defpife caiu^nnyj^. 
and fmiie at the impotence of malice. 



LQUri 



LORD CHARLEMONT- 

WH£N high rank is united with great virtues, and both 
art embelliihed by learning, tafte, and talents, we then fee 
man in his proudeft form; we overlook or forget all that is 
weak, frail, and mortal, in his nature, and look up to him 
as a being of a fuperior order. Such a character is the Earl 
of Charlemont ; a nobleman, on whom, even in times of 
the moft imminent danger, neither turbulence, fadlion, nor 
flander, has dared to caft an afper&oi). 

Of his Iiordfhip's early Iife,'a great part was fpent abroad 5 
charmed with the arts, the climate, and the language of 
Italy, it was for many years his favourite refidence. With 
. the reft of .the wrorld, however, he was intimately acquaint- 
ed ; as at every court which a young nobleman generally 
vifit^ he Ipent more than the ufual time. In all, he was 
refpe£^ed and beloved ; and he has been heard to fay, that 
when he returned home, there was not a country in Europe 
in which he was not more known, and had not more of thofe 
conneftions which fweeten life, than in his native Ireland ! ' 
Home, however, his lordfliip did at length return, at 
about the age of thirty, and is faid to have been haftened 
by a diforder contracted, as is fuppofed from poifon, admi- 
niftered by the jealoufy of a woman with whom he had an 
amorous intercourfe. Of this diforder, the malignity had 
baffled the efficacy of all the medical (kill which his lordfliip 
found abroad, and it remained for the honour of an Irifli 
phyfician, if not radically to remove the difeafe, at lead to 
alleviate its force, and preferve a life which was to be the 
ornament and pride of his country. That phyfician was the 
celebrated Dr. Lucas, a man diftinguiflied, not more by the 
fuccefs of his medical exertions in his Iord(hip's cafe, than 
by the zeal and energy which he has difplayed as a political 
writer, ^nd a popular reprefentative. 

# Having 
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Having thus recovered a moderate Ihare of health by the 
(kill of this Iri(h patriot, and prcfcribed for himfelf a de- 
gree of temperance and ftriftnefs of regimen which fejir 
men would have had the fteadinefs to obferve, hi^ lordihip 
began to think of an heir. He married Mifs Hickqfian, 
daughter of Thomas Hickman of the Co. Clare, Efq. a 
lady pollefled of good fenfe, and a moft amiable difpofition. 
In conCequence of this marriage, his lordfhip has feveral 
children, the eldeft of whom (Francis William) is Lord 
Caulfield, a young nobleman of whom it is reafonable to 
hope, that he will emulate the virtues of his father, he is at 
prefent Knight of the (hire for the Co. Armagh, and an zGtivc 
and popular member of the Houfe of Commons. 

Lord Charlemont, having felt, from his early reGdence 
abroad, the mortification of being a ftranger in his native 
country, refolved that his fon fliould have a domellic educa- 
tion. Lord Caulfield was therefore educated at the college 
of Dublin, where he diftinguifhed himfelf, not more for 
the pofleflion of a found and niafculinc underftanding, than 
for early induftry, and mild, and conciliating manners. 

From the moment in which Lord Charlemont firft em- 
barked in public life, he has invariably promoted the bed in- 
terefts of the country. He affeSed not, however, in any 
inftance, that popularity which follows rather the (hewy 
and infincere profeffiohs of the demagogue, than, the wife 
and well-judged meafurcs of /him who ferves his country 
more from a motive of duty than a third of fame. With 
him, patriotifm was a virtue which he praftifed for its own 
fake, and without attention to any confequences, except the 
approbation of his own mind, and a ftri£l attention to the 
public welfare. 

That his political conduft has uniformly refulted from the 
pureft motives, nothing, perhaps, could more ft ropgly prove, 
than the manner in which his Bourough of Charlemont has 
been reprefented. Though his lordfliip does not poifefs 

wealth 
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wealth fafficicnt to render the feptennia I receipt of 5000 1. 
(the ufual price for two mif-reprcfentatives !) an objefl: of 
nO'importance> yet, in rio one inftance, has he yielded to 
the impuHcof venality 5 for he has never fold, to the high- 
eft bidder, the office of Legiflator for his country ! In the 
reprcfehtattves of his Borough, his lordfliip required only 
talents and virtue ; and it has been his peculiar good fortune 
to have always feleded men eminently poifeiied of both. 

Among thofe who have reprefented .Charlemont fince it 
fell into hi* lordfliip's hands, Mr. Grattan is the mod con- 
fpicuotts. And it was the member for this Borough, who 
wrought the independance of Ireland. In the Houfe of 
Pieers, his lordfliip contributed to that great event, if not by 
his eloquence, jFor he is not a public ^eaker, at leaft by his 
vote, his* influence, and his example. 

Thefe virtues and fervices of Lord Gharlemont were nei- 
ther unobferved nor unrewarded by the public. He was acr 
ijordingly raifed by the unanimous voice of the people, more 
fully and faithfully exprefled than it had been on any other 
pccafion, to the moft honourable filuation which it was in 
their power to beftow, that of commander-in-chief of an 
army fclf-appointed, and felf-paid, confifting of 80,000 free- 
men, including all the gentry and the nobility of the king- 
dom, ^o this command of the Old Volunteer army of Ire- 
land, he was for feveral years fucceffively elefted ; nor did 
this relation between that extraordinary body of men and his 
lordfliip ceafe, until a ' diiFcrencc of political opinion had 
arifen, which induced him to refign. That difference arofe 
on the queftion of admitting the Catholics to participate in 
the power of the ftate. The idea was firft: broached in an 
addrefs from the volunteers of Ulfter to his' lordfliip, at a 
time when they had been reyicwed by him in the neighbour- 
hood of Belfaft. He in very plain, hut very polite and ref- 
^ " pe£^ful 
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pe£lful terms, exprefled, in his anfwer, his differeirce of opi* 
nion on that queftion^ A difcordance of fentiment, oa a 
point of fuch moment, muft have been fatal to that cordis* 
lity of affefiion which had alone reconciled him to the troii^ 
blefomey though highly honourable, fituation to which he 
had been raifed : he therefore fhortly afterwards refigned 
his command ; and government having for fome time befan 
withdrawn its countenance from the volunteer army> it gra» 
dually dwindled into infignificance, 

.That his lordfhip was either morally or politically correflii 
in an opinion which tended to perpetuate political incapap 
cities on account of religious tenets, would perhaps be dit 
ficult to prove ; but that he acted on that occafion, as cm aK 
others, rather from a confcioufnefs of right, than a view tcr 
popular applaufe, cannot be doubted, for to his popularity 
nothing at that time could have been fo fatal. There was, 
however, fomething in his chara£ter which difarmed politi* 
cal inventive, even while aggravated by religious animofity* 
The moft virulent of thofe who blamed his condu£l (eemed 
to hefitate in calling him a bigot. 

Of a reform in the reprefentation his lordfliip has been 
long a friend, and was among the firfl of thofe noblemen 
and gentlemen, who, when the que ft ion was agitated, and 
the great difficulty appeared to be, how individuals fhould 
be fatisfied for the annihilation of their property, made an 
offer of a voluntary furrender of their boroughs to the public. 

On die quedion of the regency, too, he adopted that fide 
which alone was thought compatible with the independance 
of Irelan^. He was one of thofe, who, in oppofition to 
the partifans of Mr. Pitt, aflerted the right of tliat king-- 
dom to appoint its own regent ; and, as they conftituted 
a majority in the two hoyfes, they accor^lingly offered the 
regency to the heir apparent. For this, and fome other po- 
litic^ offences, he was (hortly afterwc^rds removed from 

the 
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the government of the county of Armagh, an office to which 
he might be almoft faid to have an hereditary rights 
• In a mind like that of his lordfbip, cultivated, vigotOttSj 
ahd pure, error is feldom a plant of perennial growth. The 
opinion which he fo honeftly entertained, and fo boldly avow- 
ed to the volunteer army of 1784, he feems to have fincc 
changed for thofe of a more liberal complexion, as he has 
fince.fupported the Catholic claim to the ele£tive franchife, 
which patliam^eiit acceded U> in 17939 and is at prefent an 
advocate for what is called caihelic emaMcipation, 

. Of that fyftem of coetxion which preceded the late in- 
furredion in Ireland, of the burning of villages, hanging 
their inhabitants, tranfporting perfons fufpe£ted without 
trial, ftrangling and whipping to extort confefiion, and biU 

. letting the military at free quarters in diftriAs in which 
ifidividuals had been diforderty, his lordihip has been uni- 
formly the declared enemy. Hci therefore, was one of the 
very few who fupported Lord Moira in his parliamentary 
reprobation of thefe meafures, and in recommending thofe of 

-peace and conciliation. Nothing, however, can be more 
remote from his charafter, than that of afaftious man, or a 
fyftematic oppofitionift. He has fupported Great Britain in 
the war, merely becaufe Great Britain was engaged in it, 
without any relation to the abftradk merit of the conteft ; 
and he has acceded chearfully to every law, and every mea- 
fure,^ which the government thought neceffary, againft the 
aflSiuU of foreign force ot domeftic difaffeftion. 

Unexceptionable, however, as Lord Charlemonfs political 
con4u£l; has been, it is not as a politician that he is exclu- 
fivcly entitled to our regard. He is more highly eftimable, 
perhaps, as a man of tafte and literature. As a general fcbo- 
lar, he has" not his equal lU the Irifh Peerage. Pofieffing a 
refpedlable knowledge of the learned languages, he is alfo 
intimately acquainted with thofe of modem Europe, parti- 
cular! v the Italian, in whkh.he. is an adept. To his fovc 
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of letters, Ireland owes, in a great meafurei the eftablilli- 
ment of the only literary ibciety (except the univcrfity) which 
fhe pofiefles^ na/nely, the Royal Irifli Academy, whidi was 
incorporated by royal charcer in 1786, and of which hit 
lordihip has, (ince its foundation, been annually ele£):edpr&- 
iident. Of this office, he difchargcs the duties, am amofif 
conftantly attending its meetings, unlefs when ill heallbpre- 
ycnts, prefiding with a father's care over its concerns, and 
occaGonally contributing to fill the pages of its trahfadidiis. 
In thefe volumes, his lordfliip has publiflicd three eflayiy 
which are highly refpe£):ab]e ; one on a contefted paflage in 
Herodotus; another on an ancient cuftom at Meteline, 
with confiderations on its origin; and a third on the antiquity 
of the Woollen manufacture in Ireland, which he hai 
proved froni feme parages in the Italian poets. 

Thefe, however, conftitute but fmall part of what. his 
lordQiip has written. To fome of his friends he has ihewa, 
at various times, materials for larger works. With them, 
it is to be feared, the public will net be favoured during his 
life ; and they will, probably, be left to the mercy of a 
pofthumous editor. 

Among the lovers and the judges of the fine arts, he holds 
a very confpicuous rank. At his houfe in Rutland-fquare, 
Dublin, is to be feen a moft refpeftable collection of the 
g-ent mafters in painting and fculpture, both ancient^'and 
modern ; and of his tade in architecture, his temple of 
Marino, within a couple of miles of the metropolis, is a 
beautiful fpecimen. 

In parliament he has never been a fpeaker, he feems to 
want nerves for an orator, and to be folicitous rather of the 
pleafures of ftudy, than of thofe raptures which refult from 
the involuntary burfts of an , applaudi;ig auditory. In con- 
verfation he is communicative, affable, and cheerful, in an 
extraordinary degree ; equally apt to catch as to impart (a- 
tisfaftion : nor is it the frippery of fancy which efcapes him ; 
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the effttfiohs of his full mind flow like the water$ of a deep 
.river, at once placid and majeftic, uniform- akid profounds 

Of his time he is remarkable economical; everjr hour 

. has its allotted occupation, nor. is this arrangement varied but 

; on occaGbns of confiderable moment. So regular is he even 

in his rides, that you might afcertain the time of the day to a 

1 minute by the fpot on which you find him* His figure is 

.exceedingly venerable, and liriking. Upwards of fixty, his 

.long grey hairs, and bend'ng form, give him the appearance 

•ixf much greater age, while the placidity and ftrength of his 

cottntenance jrrefiftibly imprefs the idea, that wifdom and 

.vii^tue have been the companions of his life. It is a remark- 

:able circumftance, that the precarious ftate of his health,. 

:Qncc his partial recovery from the difafter of his youth, 

made it neceflary for him to ufe the cold bath throughout the 

year; and until lately, even in the depth of the fevered 

winter, he did not dare to intermit the pra<ftice. 



HENRY GRATTAN. 

Henry Grat tan was born in the capital of Ireland, 
about the year J 751. His father,^ an eminent barrifter, 
.ihough pofTeiBng confiderable talents, and "deriving a compe- 
tent fhare of praftice from the good opinion entertained of 
his fkill and integrity by the citizens of Dublin, yet never 
rofe to any high legal fituation. The Recorderfbip of the 
city, a place, at that time worth about 600/. per anntimy and 
to whickthe corporation eleft, was the only office he ever 
filled. To wealth, accumulated by the induftry or the fuc- 
cefs of his anceflors, Henry, therefore, could not look 3 he 
.was. accordingly taught early to depend for his future 
fame and fortune on bis own exertions. 

At the ufual time he was entered a (Indent of Trinity 
^College, Dublin, where he was foon diftinguiflied as the pow- 
erful competitor of two clafs- fellows, whofe good fortune 
and talents have finceraifed them to the highfft fituations in 
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the ftate^ Mr. Tittgibbon, now Chancellor of Irehnd, and 
Mr. Fofter, the prefetit Spcakrr of the Houfe of Cbmmoiu. 

Of fome of the moil fliining characters which the Dub- 
lin unirerfity hiis given to the world, it has been obfertedi 
that during their refiderice in that feminary their talents were 
not exercifed, nor their powers known : Mr. Edmiind Burke 
exhibits one memorable inftance in behalf of this aflertion : 
but in refpeA to Mr. G. and his celebrated contemporaries, 
that coUifion which refuUs from a rivalry of acquirements 
and talents, called forth a full exertion of the mental facnt- 
ties, and they were therefore diftinguiihed as meA pofleflfaig 
firft-rate parts, before they were called to exhibit them on 
the theatre of life« After taking a degree, Mr. G. was, in 
1772, called to the Irifli Bar, and for a few years attended the 
four courts witli an empty , bag, and a mind too elaftic to be 
confined to the forms of pleading, and too liberal to bcoccn- 
pied by the purfuits of a mere lawyer. 

Difgufted at laft with a profeffion, in which he perceived 
he would never rife but by habits to which he coohl not 
crouch, he retired, not wealthy, but pofleiBng from his fa* 
ther, who was now dead, apatrimony, which, with >eoono- 
my, might have fecured him independence. It was not long 
before he was made known to Lord Charlemont^ who had 
•for fome time been returned to Irelandk By his Lordfliip, 
M 1*0 has always (hewn equal fagacity in difcovering and zeal 
in promoting genius, he was returned to parliapMnt for his 
borough of Chariemont. Entering into the legiflatore under 
fuch aufpices, it was natural to expert that Mr. 6. would be- 
come the advocate of his then fufFering and dependent coun- 
try. Ireland, indeed, at that time, was in aftate of perfefi 
humiliation,- being conlidcred merely as a province to the 
fifter country. Her legiflature was a petty council, inea^^bk 
of originating laws j and her courts of juftice fubordinate 

to 
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i% thofe 6f Xnglands ^nti incompetent to a iBiial decifion : 
deftitute of foreign bomitterce, from which (he had been 
excluded by Britifii monopoly, her manufaflures were 
crufhed by the weight of Britifh con()petition, and the in- 
duftry of her people che^e4 froni want of encouragement 
■to excite it ; in fhort, difcbntent, bankruptcy, ahd wretch- 
ednefs, covered the fact of the country. . 

To evils of fuch hiagnitudca and which the caiamiticd 
brought on by the unfortunate cdnteft with America great- 
ly aggravated, the harrow policy of the times was applying 
petty palliative^. Subfcrlpttb'ns were collected; to keep the 
artificers from famifhing; afibciations were formed, to 
wear only dorneftic ihanufaif£lures ; and parljliment itfelf 
looked^ for forhe time^ no filYther than to alleviate the 
preflure of the immediate eviL Mr. G. however, whofe 
mind was formed to ..edibrac^ fomething beyond prefent 
bbje^Els t ^ho' waii it^iA^oy^ed td trace effedls to their 
caufes, and to look fdPwafd to future confcquenccs ; per- 
cA^td that the root of thofe calaihities #a^ not a temporary 
ftagnatibh of trade from the American war, but rather to 
b6 found in the'uhjuft reftraint6 impofed fey Great Britain 
on the elcrtions of the countiy ; and that to attempt their 
cure by temporary expedients, 'Sv'oald be to roll up the 
ftone of Sifyphus. 

He was the frrft, therefore, who had the bbldhefs ztid 
the wifdom to urge the legiflature to complain of thofis 
reftntihts; his efforts were feconded by the uYianrmous 
voice of fhe Country ; atnd fuch was the efficacy of a politi- 
cal truth,- thus urged, and thus fupported, that even the 
whole force of Britifh influence was found unequal to te- 
(ift it. The Ififh legifhtute adopted, and decreed the fenti- 
ment ; and.after fome hefitation on the part of the Britifh 
legiflature, the commerce of Ireland waSj in part, opened 
to- her children. A temporary gleam of fatisfadion was 
fhed over the country by this concefftoriy as it was called, of 
the Britifh parliament ; for fo accuftomed had the people 
been to exclufion, to penalties, anJ reftriftion, that a re- 
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laxation or fufpenfion of any of thefe wa^ looked on as the . 
conferring of a pofitive benefit, rather than the ceiTation of 
an adlual injury. 

Mr. G.'s name was now become an objefl of adofation 
to the people, and by the volunteer aflbciations, which the 
dangers of the war had called forth, he was looked up to 
with peculiar refpeft. In this ftate of affairs, the re-adion 
of popularity upon patriotifm feemed to impart new energy 
to his mind» 

Mr. G. continued to exert himfelf with indefatigable 
ai&duity in the fenate, and by leading the ipind of the pub- 
lic, and even of the legiflature itfelf, to the confidcratiod of 
national rights, and the aflual political fituation of their 
common country with rcfpeft to England, he was clearing 
the way for that meafure which he meditated-^a declaration 
of the legiflature in favour of national independence. 

By obtaining freedom of comm^/^ for the country^ be 
had already, indeed, done much toward the attainment of 
the great objcft ; for he had removed the kcy-flonc of the 
arch, and thus weakened the cohefion of the whole fabric : 
— he had taught the people to think, and the legiflature to 
feel its own power ; — he had introduced a fpirit of innova- 
tion upon the old fydem of Britifli domination, and the 
vigour with which innovations on fuch fyflems arc oppofed, 
proves their malign efficacy. Mr. G. therefore, who ob- 
ferved with pleafure, no doubt, the operation of thofe 
caufes on the public mind, endeavoured by an induftnous 
exertion of oratorical powers in the fenate, to increafe their 
force, and fecond their eflPeft. His eloquence, of a caft 
more warm and animated than either parliament or the 
people had ufually felt, and exerted upon fubje£ls refpe£l- 
ing wliich the human mind is fufceptible of the greateft 
degree of enthufiaftlc fervor, was gratified by complete fao- 
cefs. Direcled by a fagacious underftanding, which could 
catch the moment propitious (o exertion, and proportion its 
zeal to its object, his parliamentary fpeeches taught a fub- 
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' jtigated nation to pant for independence ; while the public 
voice, highly animated on this fubjcfl, and feconded by. the 
loud aflbnt of 80,000 inen in airms (for to fo many did the 
volunteer afibciations amount !), kindled, even in the cold 
bofom of parliament itfelf^ a defire to aflert its, dignity, and 
Tcicue its authority from the gripe of Britifh ufurpation. 

Of this fentiment, fo novel in an Irifti legiflatnre, that 
had long forgotten the pride of independence — of this 
energy> which arifing from extrinlie circumftances, rather 
than a native and internal principle of virtue, was therefore 
likely foon to vanifli, whon thofe circumftances (hould ceafe 
to exift — Mr# O. availed himfclf ) he caught, as he infpircd, 
the generous flame i .and by one of thofe extraordinary dif- 
plays of impaffioned eloquence, io which even the eloquent 
cannot rife, but when a momentous object feems to fqrniih 
adequate powers, hegave rife to the celebrated declaration, 
*< that the King, Lords^ and Commons of Ireland onlyj 
could make laws to bind Ireland^ in any cafe whatfoever." . 
Mr. G rattan's popularity was now at its acme. The 
achievement of a nation's independence by an individual, 
unaided by any force or any influence but that which ge- 
nius and which truth aflFord, was confidered as the refnlt o£ 
talents and of virtue almoft above the lot of humanity. The 
legiflatur^ itfelf feemed for once to participate in the feel- 
ings of the people, for in the fervor of admirkion, it was 
propofed that ^100,000 (hould be voted him, as a mark of 
approbation. 

In its full extent, this propofition was not adopted, for on 
a fubfequent fitting, when the vote was before the Commit- 
tee, they reduced it (at the fpecial inftahcc of Mr. Grattan's 
friends) to ^50,000 ; to that amount, however, the grant 
was confirmed, and Mr. G. actually received that f^m. 

The declaration of rights of the Iriffi legiflature, how- 
ever unwelcome it muft have been to the nainifter and par- 
li^/nent of England, was received there with that Jtind of 
pl^id acquiefccnce with which we aflent to nuYvslX. \^ vcvwv- 
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table. A negociation was immediately inflituted htilfrcM 
the two nations, which terminated in the repeal of the- Mi 
of Geo. I. the a£l by which the Britifli Parliament declared 
its right to bind Ireland by Britifli ftatutes. 

On the fubje£): of this repeal, a qudlion arofe, which fa& 
pendedi for a confideraUe time, Mr. G.'s popularity. • It 
was contended by Mr. Flood, a gentleman, who, though he 
did not originate the meafure of declaring the legiflatiFe inde- 
pendence of the country, yet co-operated to promote it, tlM 
as the 6th of Geo. t. was an zCk only declaratory of a rtght| 
aflerted by the Britiih Parliament to have been refted in it 
prior to. the cnaftion of that ftatute, the " fimpie repeal" 
of the ftatute did not intolve a renunciation pf the right i 
and he infifted, that notwithftanding that repeal. Greats 
Britain might, and from her former condud% towards Ite^ 
land probably would, rcfume the exercjife of it. He there-' 
£ort advifed the legiflature to demand of the Britifh parlra- 
ment a full and explicit renunciation of all right in future 
to bind. Ireland. This opinion was adopted by Ihe people i 
and carrying with it all the force which reafon or expert-' 
encc'can give to a propofition in politics, met very powerful 
fiipport even in both houfes of parliame^nt. Mr. Grattan, 
whofe fagacity this obje£lion to a fimple repeal had eluded, 
and who, from a principle of varfity, perhaps, which -has its^ 
ftrong hold even in minds of the firft clafs, af¥e^ed the ex- 
clufive honour of originating and conduiEling the emanci* 
pation of his country, applied all his power of reafon, of 
fophiftry, and of eloqueiKC, to combat this doflrine of Mr. 
Flood. 

He contended, that the repeal of a declaratory law, ac- 
companied by fuch circumftanccs as attended that of thisr 
muft be confidercd, and would by the world be confidered^ 
as implying a renunciation of the right ; but that, even 
if it were not fo, and that Great Britain Ihouid be fo unjuft 
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' and impolitic as to refuroe the right, when flic (hould re- 
cover means to fupport it by power, an explicit renuncia- 
tion would be but a flender defence againil injufticc, fnp- 
ported by force ; that in fuch circumdances, the true fet:u- 
rity of the people would confifl, not iq an a£l of parlia- 
ment, but' in that patriotic energy which would enable 
them to defend', as it had already enabled them to aflert, 
their independence ^ and that to force Great Britain, in 
this her hour of diftrefs, to confefs herfelf an ufarper, by 
an exprefs renunciation of a right which (he had exercifed, 
would be as Ungenerous to her, as it would be ufelefs to, 
Ireland* 

With the people thefe arguments had no weight, aiid in 
the fenate they were borne down by the irrefidible force of 
truth and experience, feconded by the powerful and logical 
eloquence of Mr. Flood. In popular eftimation, indeed, 
Mr. G's cfaaradler had been falling for fome time ; it was 
certain he had received the money which parliament had 
•voted him; and it was infinuated, that for the prompt 
payment of if^ and other confiderations, he had engaged 
with adminidfctfion to counterafl the independence 'which 
^his Cornier e^rtions bad obtained. But in fach infinua- 
tions there is the bed reafon to believe there was no truth. 
It is, however, certain, that in the conteft with Mr. Flood 
on the efficiency of a fimple repeal, Mr. G; not only rea- 
foned weakly, but that in many indances, connected with 
that difputCy he a£led intern perately. On one occafion par- 
ticularly, he pronounced a Philippic againd Mr. Flood, 
which was lefs didingui(bed by genius and point, than by 
acerbity and virulence. His antagonid replied, perhaips in 
a dyle too much like that of his opponent. Both parties 
immediately left the Uoufe of Commons, but were prevented 
from terminating the conted in a duel, by being in dantly 
{)Ut under arred, and bound in a large fum to keep the 
peace. Mr. Flood, in the courfe of the next evening, pro- 
nounced 
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nounced one of his bed fpcechcs, containing a hiftorj and 
defence of his former political life, which had been on the 
preceding night violently arraigned by Mr. Grattiin. Mr. 
G. endeavoured to reply^ but was prevented bf the cla- 
mours of the houfe. 

Fruftrated in the hope of carrying on exclufiirely to its 
completioui a revolution (for fuch it may be called) which 
he had fo fuccefsFuliy and honourably comosenced, and. 
finding the tide of popularity now running ilrong againfl 
him, Mr. G. fecms for fomc time to have completely fc- 
cluded himfelf from politics. During this interval, he 
married a lady of the name of Fitzgerald, not, however* 
as the name would indicate, of the Lcinfter fami]y, but 
one who pofTeHed qualities much more valuable than thofe 
of high birth or great connefliohs, for (he is a woman of the 
mod angelic difpofition, and. of whom Mr. G. KOiains, 
after a lapfe of fo many years, what he had been in a very 
high degree before his marriage, an enamoured lover* 

Though Mr. G. during this period, did not take an ac- 
tive part in political affairs, he remained dill in parliament, 
and voted as his confcience bade, fometimes with and fome- 
times againd the minidef. It is towards the clofe of the 
year 1785, when, undercover of a commercial arrange- 
ment, it was fuppofed a defign had been formed by the 
Briti(h minidry to fubvert the newly-acquired independence 
of the Irifli parliament, that we find Mr. G. again alert 
and vigilant at his pod. Of the celebrated propofals which 
were then offered to the Houfe of Commor\s in Ireland, by 
an agent of the crown, and which are dill remembered and 
execrated in that country by the name of <* Ord*8 Propo- 
fitions," one was, ** that the Parliament of Ireland, in con- 
<( fideration of being admitted to participate equally with 
«< Great Britain in all commercial advantages, fhould, 
<< from time to time, adopt and fna^ all fuch aSs of the 
« Britifli Parliameiit as (hould relate to the regulation or 
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«« management of her commerce, &c." This, it was 
contended, would fink the Parliament qf Ireland into a mere 
regifter to the firitifli l^egiflaiure. Whether or not this 
would really be the cafe, or whether there was any thing 
unreafonable in (lipulatiog that the country, which was 
admitted to ihare in the com][nercc of another, (bould adopt 
the fame commercial regulations as this latter; it is certain, 
that this opinion was entertained not only by the public in 
general, but by fome of the ableft men in both houfes, 
and among them by Mr. G. who gave to ^be whole fyftem 
the moft unqualified and {trenuous oppofition. Thi^ op- 
poGtion proved fuqcefsfui, the meafure was relinquifhed, 
and Mr. G. thenceforward continued to refift, with the 
mod zealous and perfevering 6rmnefs, what he called the 
principles of th9 " Old Court j*' principles which he 
looked on as tending to degrade Ireland, by corruption and 
influence, to the fame defplcable and miferabie date to 
which (he had been reduced previoufly tp the year 1783. 

From this period, we find. Mr. G. an a£live leader of the 
country party in the Houfe of Commons ; loved by the 
people, and dreaded by the cabinet. His (popularity, which 
had fo fuddenly funk, on his acceptance of the parliamen- 
tary boon, and his fupporc of the fimple repeal, had now 
rifen to its former level ; and the nation found, that not- 
withftandidg one difference of opinion, he was dill an up- 
right and independent fenator. Among the various mea- 
fures which now occupied his attention, was the eftablifh- 
menjt of a provifion for the clergy, independent of tythes. 
For many years the peafantry of the fouth of Ireland, who 
^ere excluiively catholics, had been difcontented^ not fo 
much with the payment of tythes to proteftant paftors, as 
with the rigid and opprefliye manner in which they had 
been .collcdled by proflqrs and ty the- farmers. That por- 
tion of the country had been kept by this caufe for almod 
half a century in difturbance -, and in fome inftances it 

had 
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had afFcftcd the province of Uifter. Mr. G. propofcd a 
meafure which would have removed every difcontent, and 
at the fame time have fecured a proyifion for the clergy 
equal to that which they then poflefled, eafy and certain to 
them, and to the pcafantry neither oppreflive nor unples^- 
fant. This plan was however oppofed by the colledlivc 
influence of the eftahliflied chnrch, and of courfe rejeftcd 
by the Icgiflature. Another meafure which he propofcd tq 
parliament about the fame time, viz. --a bill to promote the 
improvement of barren land,, by exempting reclaimed 
ground from the payment of tythe, for feven years-^-was 
but little calculated to reftore the favour of the priellhood ; 
^hey accordingly refifted and defeated the projedl, anci con- 
tinued thenceforward to hate, if not tp calumniate, its 
author. 

The Whig-club ha4 for fome time become a political 
body of confidcrable con fi deration.. Mr. G. was one of the 
5rft, if not the very firft member of it, in point of talent 
and popularity. At his inftance it was, that the members 
of the club, who bad been (ince its inditution the advocates 
of a liberal fyllem, which they conlldcred neceQ!uy to the 
fecurity of the fonftitution and independence of the country, 
came now. to a refolution, by which they publicly pledged 
themfelves never to accept offices, under any admint(lratioD| 
which ibould no^ concede certain meafures to the people; 
— thefe confifte^ principally of a penfion-blll, a bill to make 
the great officers of the crown refponfible for their advice 
and meafures, another to prevent revenue officers from 
voting at ekclions, a place-bill, Sec. This explicit decla^; 
ration of a fincere and fixed purpofe refpefting thofc efftn- 
tial fubjefts, gave the foclety much weight with the public, ' 
and enlabled them, after a long oppoCtion on the part of 
adminiftration, to eiFeft their purpofe ; a pcnfion-bill, a 
place-bill, a refponfibility-bill, w^e at lad yielded by the 
court, as conceffions of the firft importance, though they had 
fcr io many years refilled them as unneccflary and unwife/ 

The 
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Thpcpkibrity which Mr. G. had attained by his oppofiti- 
pn to I^r. prde's fyftem, and his fubfequcnt exertions io the 
popfilar caufei procured for hinii in the year 17SK>> s^n 
honourable ^nd eafy ele£lion, ^s repr^fentative fpr the me- 
tropolis. 

During the e^ifience of the parliament which then com- 
mencedj there occurred, however, a queftioii^ oti which 
Mr. G. and a very confiderablc proportion of hi? 9on(litu-« 
cnts materially differed; this was, the claim of the catho<t 
Ucs to the ele£tiye franchife. From his fir(l entrance intq 
parliament, with a mind as liberal as it was eniigbte^edi ho 
had always been the decided friend of every meaifure 'wbich 
tended to abolifh thgfe political diftindions, whi9h ^.erq 
founded only on a difference of religious tenets } for be 
conceived that fuch diftinftions had retarded ihe progrefs 
pf the country towards civilization and induftry. . 

The corporation of the city of Dublin, on the contrary, 
prone, by fituation and habit, to religious bigotry, looked 
on the catholics at oQce with Cufpicion and contempt. En- 
joying ^ monopoly of municipal honour and enioluments, 
by the e^cluGon of all who profefled a different faith* from 
the franchifes of the capital, they conGdered every attempt 
to reftore them to thofe franchifes as an attack on their pro-. 
pcrty, or a violation of their rights. Befides thefe caufes, 
the admiqiftration bad, by fome recent inftitutions, ob- 
tained a paramount influence in the corporation ; and to 
perpetuate religious diflinftions, which had hitherto kept 
Ireland weak» was ftill the court policy. This influence, 
therefore, operating in conju£lion with other caufes, ren- 
dered the municipal officers af Dublin incapable of parti- 
cipating in that encreafed liberality of fentiment which had 
now every where begun to diffipate prejudice and difpel 
bijgotry. On the queftion of admitting the catholics to the;, 
privileges of the jconftitution, the corporation and Mr. G. 
accordingly differed ; and had not circumffances occurred, 
which prevented him from becoming again a candidate for 

the. 
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the capital, there can be no doubt that he would not hafc 
been a fecond time ele£led its reprefentative. 

The war with France had now taken place ; Mr. Gnrt- 
tan approved of it, or rather he confidered Ireland as bound 
with all its might to a^ft Qreat Pritain when once eng»- 
ged in the conteft. This at lead was the opinion he enter- 
tained during the (hort adminiftration of Lord Fitzwilliaoii . 
and in this opinion he remained, until he found that the 
Continuation of hoftilities threatened the empire with ruin, 
either from the incapacity of thofc by whom it was condod« 
ed, or the murmurs which \i occafioned. In Ireland, in- 
deed, difcontent had been fpreading with incalculable vdo- 
city, and deepening as it fpread. The pertinacity and in- 
iblence with which adminiftration had rejected the petitions 
of the catholics, and the rapidity and inconfiftency witb 
which they granted the prayer of thofe petitions, s^t the firft 
fuggeftion of the Britilh cabinet ; the obftinacy with which 
they rcfufed ever to- hear of reform, the advocates of which 
were blackened with abufe, and calumniated as traitors ; 
the enormous encreafe of court- influence, by the (hameleCi 
and wanton encreafe of (inecure offices, the lavifh profile 
fion of titles, and above all, the trick which it was fuppofed 
the Briti(h cabinet had played off on Ireland, by fending 
Lord Fit2william with conceffions which were revoked 
when the fupply was voted ^ all thefe caufes had already 
generated a degree of difcontent in the country, of which 
110 inftance had been known in former times. The cele- 
Wated Society of United Irifhmen, who aflTociated (what- 
ever their real principles might have been^ under the pre- 
text of reform, derived from thefe difcontents new vigour: 
they had difleminatcd their principles through the ifland, 
and they were already embraced, by a great portion of the 
population of the country. 

Mr. G. perceiving the danger in which the (late was in- 
volved by this fyflem of minifters, conftantly refifted it with 
all his power. He was feconded by a fmall, bat a£)ive and 

abl^ 
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• Bble opp«ilieii» which left no exertion untried to reconcile 
' ibe tj0vitt and the country, by adyifing inevfaires which 

have tanged every moderate and good man do the fide 
pf parliaipent and the throne, and thus have weakened tbe 
1 republican and French fa£lions which had now become fo 
.powerful. Thefe eiForts were, unfortunately, not (uccefs- 
fttl. Inftead of conciliatitig, adminiilration continued t<l 
. is^^afperate ; s|nd fcorning to refort to lenitives, applied the 
moft powerful cauftics : for every piieafure of moderation, 
pr conccfiion, which w^s propofcd by Mr. G. and bis party, 
one of feycrity and coercion was fubftitutcd, yntil the cabi- 
net ultimately arrived at military law, and free quarters i 
' At that critical moment, Mr. G. who could no longer 
•hope, by his prefcnce in the fenate, to . ferve his country^ 
fe ceded ; and at the clofe of the parliament p^bliflied a very 
eloquent and fpiriced ad^refs to his former conftituents, 
accounting ibr his pad conduA, and JFormaUy declining to 
accept of ^ feat in the legiilature. 

Such are the leading fads which have marked the life 

• of one who, whatever may be thought of him by his oppo- 
4«ent6, while the fever of politics continued to agitate the 
hunian mind, will have his merits and defe£ls examined 
fairly by pofteiity, and, in ail probability, be acknewlegetl. 
by them as a great man. 

. As to his private life, it has pafled oti in a fmooth man- 
ner, marked equally by the praftice of every conjugal and 
domeftic virtue, living when not engaged on public duty, 
at his delightful feat at Tinehinch, where he fpends his 
time in fludy, amidft his family, in the enjoyment of the 
fociety of a few feleil friends, and in afts of humane mu- 
nificence to the indigent of his neighbourhood 5 he has^ 
four children, two boys and two girls; the elded boy was 
born in 1785. 

In private life, Mr. G* difpkays manners that are in a 
high degree pleafing. Wit he feems not to poAefs, and he 
has a caft of mind too lofty for humour; but if he does not 
« fet the table in a roar,'\ or dazzle with the radbnce of 
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fancy» he diffiifes over the conrivial hour the mild oharat 
of good-humour, and foftens focietf with unaflamiBg goi- 

tlenefs* 

In converfatton he appears to great advantage ; for*, wilh 
a mind well (lorcd with ufefi)! learning, and conver&m oa 
levery topic which occura, he has a felicity of expre4io9t 
which communicates his meaning in the moil concife and 
imprcfilve manner : he is not argumentative, but when an 
argument is inftituted, his opinions are urged with great 
modeftyi but with great ftrength, and when viftor in the 
contefl:^ he genefoufly relinquifties the field to the vap« 
quilhed. 

Qf Mr. G's political opinions, the (romplexion may be 
known from the meafures which he has fupported» and the 
tenor of his parliamentary condu£l. As they have ftruck 
the mind of the writer, they appear to beftrongly mofiat' 
chlcal^ and arifiocraiical only fo far as our cooftitution re^ 
quires them to be; at the fame time leaning towards 9 per- 
petuity of union between the two countriesi arU yet deci- 
dedly adverfe to the exiftence of any Britifli influence -in 
Ireland diftinfl from that which the union of the twa 
crowns on the head of a Britifh prince renders iodifpeofa- 
blc. That he (hould, therefore, be connedled with a foci* 
ety of men whofe aim was feparation from England, and 
the edablifhment of an Irifli Republic, feems, in the h^elt 
degree, improbable. The luftre of his name, however, 
has fufFered a temporary eclipfe ; and fo ihort-lived is mu- 
nicipal gratitqJe, that it has aflually been expunged from a 
^ity which he has rendered flouri thing. At the very fame 
time it was- ftruck from the lift of privy counfellors. 

As a public fpcaker, Mr. G- ranks in the highcft clafs. 
In his fpeeches there is^ a .|;randeur^ which marks a mind 
of a fuperior order, and enforces at once, reverence and 
admiration. On every fubje£l which he treats, he throws 
a radiance that enlightens without ■ dazzling \ and while it 
atTifts the judgment, delights the imagination. His frylc 
^s always peculiar, for it varies its charader with the Dcca* 

fion. 
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' fioft. At one time clofe and energetic,^ it concentrates the 
force of his argument, and compels /:ontiflion ; at another 
diffufei lofty and magniftoent, it applies itfclf to every fa^ 
cttlty of the mind, charms our fancy, influences cur will, 
and convinces our uhderftanding. At all timet his manner 
is animated with a pkafidg warmth, which renders it im- 
(Xiffible t(S hear him without intereft ; but, on fbme occa- 
fions be exerts a power which is irrcfiftible. Proftitutibn, 
ttfiAer its infiueticei forgets for a moment the voice of the 
inititfter, and place, penrfion, aud peerage, have but a feeble 
told even of the mod degenerate. 

To the excellence of his ftyJe he does not aidd the graces 
of »fti<^ ; it is fbrcfble iinieed, and fometimes expr^lfivcj 
but it is feldom elegant, and never pteating. For inveftive, 
to 'which Mr; O. has fometimes deigned to have recourfl;, his 
masiner is better adapted than Co the fedatenefe of cool difqax<> 
Stion ; and yet inveflifve is not that in which he principally 
txcth: he is more fitted by nature, and happily the fitua- 
iioh he has filled has more frequently called him, to defend 
the right of nations, ztrd to pourtray the hopes, the fears, 
the expeAations of a magnanimous people, than to defcend 
to a wordy conteft with indrvidtral^ ; though, when that 
confeft has been inftituted, the vi^eapons of Mr. G. have 
been found ftarp, if not polifhed, and capable of infltding . 
vi'Ottndswhich refufc tobehealedi* 



SIR WILUAM SYDNEY SMfm. 

THE -great Admiral Howard, who lived in the reign of 
King Henry the eighth, wa3 wont to fay, that « a certain 
portion of madnefs was necefTary to enter into the compoG- 
tion of an EngliOi Teaman." We know not whether this 
aflertion ought to be admitted in its full extent ; yet the 

ha 
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fa£): is, that fome of our mod celebrated naval cteiraOedt 
have obtained renown for deeds which appear to cold-Uood^ 
ed men to favour of defperation, as well as of valouri 

It is npt bur intention to detraA from .an^ man's meritfli 
who has beeh^ or is noW| engaged in the fervice of Ut 
country, either by Tea or land } but we are forceiS to fay^ 
that our admiration is not fo much excited by thofe daz* 
zUng exploits which pleafe the populace, as hj the more 
fteady and extenfive operations of ftich magoaninflouty but 
prudent commanders, who are rather bent upon general 
good, than romantic adventures. Eacb^ howover^ has hit 
portion of merit ( and he who hazards his perfon with 
alacrity, in behalf of the country for which he fights^ miift 
always claim our refpeft. 

Sir William Sydney Smith was bom in the n\etrOpolis^ 
A. U» 1764. His * father was a captain in the army, and 
his mother the daughter of Mr. Wilkinfon, a merchant of 
gyeat eminence in the city. This match was fo hoftik to 
Mr. Wilkinfon's fentiments, that he not only difcaJrded 
Mrs. Smith in his life-time, but at his death left his whole 
fortune, which was very confiderable, to his other daugk* 
ter, the prefent Lady Camclford. 

The fubjeft of the prefent" notice was educated txtkdtr 
Dr. Knox, at Tunbridgc-fchool; and at an early age was put 
on board a man-of-war, which profcffion he had adopted for 
himfelf. He rofe rapidly, and at the age of (ixteen was 

fifth 

^ Captain Smith wai ttidcJeeamp to Lord George Gcrmainc, it the 
battle of Minden, and was examined iit an evidence on liis trial. Hit tclli- 
mony on that oecafion is faid to have faved the life of his prote«ftor. 

Having encountered fcmie obloquy^ in confequence of his zeal, the Duke 
©f Dorfet, who was greatly attached to his younger fon. Lord George, veiy 
properly took captain S. into favour ; and, among other gifts, prefebted him 
with a grant of land at the foot of Dover- cadle, on which he has Uuilta 
whimfical houfe. S(;me ac^jciniiig apartments are excavated rrnni the 
rock, and the kitchen, &c. are roofed with boats. There is a tower, called 
** Sir Sydr.ey's lo(»k-oot;" and the writer of this ha^ been loformed, that 
hUf^th^r, who it a (launch mcthodift, has lately cie&ed a cbtpel there. 
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fifth lieutenant of the Alcide of feventy-four guns. Hc; 
was made poft-captain in 1783, at which time the reftora- 
, tion of peace prevented him from exercifing his aftive fpi- 
iit in the fcrvice of his coantry. 

When the war broke out between RuflTia and Sweden iu* 
the year 17889 Captain Smith obtained permiflion from the 
EngUCh gov.ernment to enter into the navy of the latter 
power, by^ which he was honoured with a diftinguiChed 
command. 

During this contefti he gave fuch fatisfa£lion to the court 
of Sweden by his important fervices, that the honour of 
knighthood was conferred upon him ; which, however, has 
not been confirmed by his own fovercign. 

On the termination of that war, he returned to his native 
country, and foon after fet out on his travels through various, 
parts of Europe.. 

When hoftilities broke out between England and France, 
he was in Italy ; and on Lord Hood's getting pofleffion of 
Toulon, Captain Smith went thither and volunteered orl 
board the Braifh fleet. In the fubfequent evacuation of that 
place, he was entrulled with the dangerous, but important, 
fervice, of fetting fire to the fhips, dock-yards, and arfe- 
nal,. which he performed with fuch afloniflring (kill, bold- 
nefs, and fucccfs, as 10 qal! forth the warmed encomiums 
from Lord Hood in his account of that tranfaflion to the 
admiralty. 

On his return to England, he had the command of the 
Diamond frigate bellowed on him, with which he greatly 
annoyed the enemy on their own coaft, and made feveral 
important and valuable captures. He bad afterwards fome 
other frigates put under his dire£lion, as commodore ; with 
which fquadron he performed fome tflential fervices, par- 
ticularly in attacking a French convoy at Hciqui, where he 
landed and demolilhed the fortifications. At one time Sir 
Sydney went with his fingle frigate into Bred harbour, and 
having reconnoitercd the Race of the enemy's fliips, came 
out to fea without. fufpicion. lie was enabled to do this 

by 
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by the very fluent manner with which he fpeakr tht 
French language. 

At lengthy however, his enterprizing fpirit, unficntii/^ 
nately, brought him into a very difagreeable (itaatiotu Be- ^ 
ing off Havrci de-Grace, April i8, 1796, he captured an 
armed veflel irt the outer harbour; but the tide makiog 
ilrong up the Seine, (he was driven by the force of the 
current near the forts. When night came on. Sir Sydney, 
who was determined not to lofe his prize^ manned and 
armed his fmall craft, and went with them to bring her off. 
He fticceeded in boarding her, and was towiifg her down 
the river, when an alarm was given, and feveral gon-boiti 
proceeded to cut the vefTel off. After an obftinate refiftancej 
Sir Sydney was at length taken, together with Gxteen of 
his creW, and three of his officers. 

The French were happy at having gained pofieffion of 
bne ivho had been fo great an eye-fore to them, and coil- 
veyed him to the capital, xvhere he was kept in clofe con- 
finement, without ever being futTered to be at large upoil 
his parole; The En^lifli government, deCrous of his re- 
leafej fcnt over Captain Bcrgereti commander of La Fir- 
gifife^ in July following^ to be exchanged for him ; biit 
the dircftory rcfuGng to accede to the terms, the French 
taptaih returned, faying, •« he preferred death to dido- 
iiour.'^ It was adually one time in contemplation to try 
Sir Sydney as a fpy and incendiary, to which the dtre^orf 
>^cre led in tonfequence of bis conduft at Toulon ! 

After a long and moft rigid confinement, heatlehgth 
effeflcd his efcapc, April 24, 1798, from Paris, and ar- 
rived in London May 6th folIoWingk The hfianner m which 
this occurred, was reprcfented in the papers as moft extra- 
ordinary, and little (hbrt of miraculous. It was dated, that 
is the officers were conveying him from one pfifoti to 
mother, a crowd in the ftrcct occafioned the carriage to 
flop, on which fome one opened the door, and drew Sir 
Sydney cut,wlio pafTcd unmolefted through the people, and 

got 
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.got into the fuburbs ; whencci by a cifcuitous courfe, with 
an emigran;: gentleman, he arrivjcd on the fea-coail, where 
they took to an open boat ; and after being at fea for fome 
confiderable ti^e, were taken up by aBritifli frigate, which 
landed him and his companion in Old England. It is not 
unlikely that the French government took this curious 
method of teleafing him ; for it is hardly within the line 
of probability that fuch a man fiiould haveefcaped from his 
keepers in one of the public ftreets of Paris, and that too 
in open day, witho\it the connivance of perfons in power. 

Hts being taken at firft was the effedl of his own impru- 
dencci for certainly there were ofEcers in his (hip competent 
enough to the fervice of' boarding and bringing away a 
paltry privateer, without the neceflity of the captain's, going 
in perfon. Sir Sydney has fince been appointed to the com- 
tnakid of Lt Tigre, a^fhip of 80 guns, taken from the 
French ; and in which he has juft failed to the Meditet« 
raneah. 

K. !• 



THE REV. THOMAS HAWEIS, LL.D. and M.D. 

THIS gentleman is entuled to a place in our coUeflion, 
as well on account of hi3 tefpedability as a man of letter^, 
as hi^ being now at the head of that numerous and highly 
diftinguifhed clafs of Chriftians, commonly called the Cat* 
vinillical MethodiQs« 

Pr. Haweis is a native of Tturo in Cornwall, and was 
educated at the free grammar-fchool in that town, Where 
he ha^ for his contemporary the celebrated Samuel Foote, 

P commonly 
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commonly called the Englifh Ariftophanes. After recei?- 
ing a good claflical education, be was put apprentice to an 
eminent furgeon and apothecary in his native place, and 
fervd his time with great credit, on account of hU fidelity 
and application. 

Mr. Samuel Walker was at that time curate of Truro, 
and young Mr. Haweis was fo afFeded with the preaching 
and chara£ler of that exemplary man, that his whole mind 
became imprefied with the love of religion, and the deGre 
of being a minifter of the gofpel. His friends were not 
willing to crofs his inclinations, and he was therefore per- 
mitted to go the^Univcrfjty.of Oxford, where he was ca- 
tered of Magdalen>HaIl, and in due courfe took his degree 
ofLL.B. 

Soon after his being admitted to holy orders, he became 
diftinguifhed as a popular preacher, particularly at Oxford^ 
where he delivered a fee of difcourfes, which in 1760 be 
publiflied, under the title of " Evangelical Sermont," Not 
long after he became afliftant to Mr. Madan, at the chapel 
of theLock-hofpital,and about the fame time was appointed 
chaplain to the Countefs of Huntingdon. 

While he officiated at the Lock chapel, a circumftance 
occurred which made a conGderable noife at the time, and 
brought upon our divine, as well as his friends, much un- 
merited odium. A gentleman, who ufually attended that 
place of worfhip, informed Mr. Madan^ that he had a 
living in his gift, which he wifhed to bedow upon fome 
minifler of evangelical fentiments. Mr. Madan recom- 
mended Mr. Haweis, who was furprized at this generoGty 
in a (tranger. Some time after his being indudled to the 
living of Aldwinkle, in Northamptonfhire, and which he 
now holds, the patron thought proper to make a demand 
upon him for the prefentation. The matter got into print, 
much was publiflied on both fides, and thofe who were pre- 
judiced 
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judtcedl again ft the body of Chriftians to whom Mr. H. 
telongedj exclaimed vehemently againft him for his conduft, 
fiB well as that of his colleguc, Mr* Madan. Time, how- 
tvfcr has dcftroyed this prejudice, and virt believe thetc is 
to perton -lb uncandid, at prefent, as to admit a thought 
to his diiaij^antage, in confequence of this bufinefs* 

About that period, he publiflied a very ufeful and ju- 
dicious commentary upon the fcripturcs, entitled, " The 
Evangdical Expofitor,*' in 3 vols, folio. 

Mr«H. continued to have the chief managerhent of Lady 
Huntingdon's extenfive concerhs until her death, when he 
found himfelf by her will one of the principal truftees of 
her various chapels in town and country. In 1 795 the mif'> 
fionary ibciety commenced, formed upon a plan and fcale 
Certainly more adequate to the objedl, more promifinjg in its 
appearance, and, as* far as it has yet gone, more prolperous 
in its operation, than any other that can be mentioned. This 
inftitution equally admits churchmen and diffenters. It is 
marked, indeed, only by what ar^ called the evangelical 
fentimedts : it pays iio regard to differences of opinion on 
the inferior qticftions of church goVetnriient, or the manner 
of public worQiip i but it admits Up miihonarles except fuch 
as are firmly grounded in the eflential dodlrines of chrif- 
tianity, particularly the divinity of Chrift, and the atone- 
ment by his death. 

V At the firft public meeting of this fociety, held at Spa* 
fields chapel, Mr. H. preached a very affeding and mafterly 
fermon on the occaGon ; and at a fubfequcnt one, he read a 
memoriaj^ in which he examined the fubjedl with the greateft 
precifion and accuracy, and recommended .ftfongly that 
the firft midion (hould be to the Friendly Iflarids, in the 
South-Sea, which meafure was adopted.. This fermon and 
memorial were printed in the coUedlidn of the fociety's 
papers^ 
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la the fame year he obtained^ from one of the Scotch 
univerfities, the degree of doftor of phyfic ; and left his 
motives for fo doing (hould be mifunderftood, it may be 
proper to fay, that he is one of the principal perfons con- 
cerned in the Samaritan fociety, the objeft of which is to 
vifit poor fick people at their own habitations. Now, as he 
was originally brouglit up to the pradice of nrcdicinc, there 
was a propriety in his taking a dodor's degree in that fa- 
cultyi to render him competent to give his advice, and to 
attend confultations, in the way of benevolence. 

In 1797, the dodor publiftied the life of that eminent 
and popular divine, Mr. Romaine. This performance docs 
great credit to his talents as a biographer. 

The miffionary concerns feem to engrofs his principal 
attention; and, without, doubt, that large and highly ho- 
nourable fociety could not have a more able, indefatigable, 
or faithful perfon at its head than Dr. H. The accounts 
received from the miffionaries at Sandwich-iflands arc very \ 
flattering to thofe who have formed ftrong expe£kations rc- 
fpe£ling this new attempt to propagate chriftianity in hea- 
then lands. We linderftand that the fociety is fo opulent, 
in refped to finances, that it is about to enlarge its fpbere 
of operation ; and that endeavours will be made by it, to 
carry civilifation and religion into other dark and unculti- 
vated regions. 

Dr. H. is ftill an eloquent and powerful preacher. His 
flyle is perfpicuops and elegant. He never defcends to 
that coarfe method of illuftration made ufe of by fome 
popular preachers, nor does he entertain his auditory with 
quaint witticifms and ridiculous anecdotes. He has a clear 
method of reafoningj and feldom launches into the wild- 
nefs of declamation. As a writer, he pofleflcs great merit, 
on account of an elegant flyle, which is at once pious and 
fervid. 

We 
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Wc cannot clofe this article, however, without exprefT- 
ing our aftonifliment and concern, that a man of Dr. H.'s 
judgment (hould be fo far impofed upon, as to countenance 
raw youths, who without education, or any other qualifica- 
tion than mere boldnefs, and a certain forward conceit of 
their abilities, afcend the pulpit, and deliver a ftrangc 
kind of jargon to their hearers. Is it becaufe the doc- 
tpf wifhes to be conGdered as the bifliop of his fq^, 
that he comniiiflrions, as it were, thefe unfledged theolo- 
gians to go out and preach the gofpel of Chrid ? Asa 
divine,.and a refpedlable one too, of the church of England, 
we wifh he would well confider the evil which mud accrue, 
pot merely to the eccle(iaftical eftabjifliment, but to the intc- 
refts of the chriftian church at large, by the prefumption of 
boys and illiterate mechanics, in thus' encroaching upon the 
n(iini(lerial office, it is this which increafes the number of 
infidels, and gives them caufe to ridicule religion. The 
miftakes of an ignorailt zealot are more pernicious to the 
intereds of chridianity, than the mod daring attacks: of 
avoived fceptics, ^ 

K. I. 



THE RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS, 

SECRETARY OF .STATE FOR THP WAR DEPARTMENT, &C. &C. 

HENRY DUNDAS is defcended from a younger branch 
of a f family, long .eminent among the petty Barons of 

Lothian. 

* The extreme youth of fome of the miflionaries has given dfc to a ridi- 
culous ft cry, about each of them having been prcftnted with three beautiful 
young women, as concubines, on their arrival at the place of their dcdina- 
tioQ, &c. &e. 

f The DundafTcs of Arnlfton. 
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Lothian. During the greater part of the laft century hit 
immediate ancettors were diftinguiflied as the moft able 
advocates at the Scottilh bar, and rofc to the higheft offices 
and richeft emoluments which the law can beftow. 

His father, even at an early period of his career, wa$ 
pronounced by Prefidcnt Dairy mple, to have outfhone all 
the competitors of his own day, in the lifts of juridical con- 
teft. His elded brother, the late Lord Prefident Dundaif 
after (hining as the firil lawyer at the bar, was exalted to 
the bench, imidd the (houts of general approbation } and it 
is flill remembered, with what auguil dignity, what a force 
and clearnefs of argument, he admiaiilered juftice for 4 
long feries of years, at the head of the fupreme civil court 
of Scotland, 

Henry, being a younger fon, by a fecond marriage, was 
deftined to feek his fortune in fome profeffional purfuit,- 
and he very naturally chofe that in which his family had 
been fo fuccefsful. At an early period of life, he was cat 
led to the Scpttifli bar, and quickly attained fome diftinc- 
tion amon^ the junior advocates. In compliancy with thc- 
cudom of the young Scottifli lawyers, he attempted to dif- 
tinguifli himfelf, by adopting the popular eloquence of the 
general aflcmbly of the church of Scotland, of which he 
became a member. With very flattering fuccefs,^he de- 
claimed on the fubjecl of patronage ; difputed about forms 
and precedents J and firovc fometimes to,, allay, fometimes 
to excite, thofe dorms to which eveq thgt yener^ble body 
is now and then fubje(f\. 

A fortunate marriage with the heirefs of Melville, foon 
fnade him a confiderable landholder, and his fuccefs at the 
bar augmented daily. If his pleadings were deficient in 
grace, elegance and correftnefs, and his fpecchcs unadorn- 
ed by thofe happy allufions which polite literature can alone 
furnifli •, they were at lead rich in that mod valuable in- 
gredient 
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grcdient-^common fenfc^ enlivened with wit, pregnant 
with found juridical difcrimination, and accompanied with 
apparent fincerity, and much honed franknefs of manner. 

In the intercpurfe of private life, he was amiable, con- 
vivial, no foe to diffipation, but of a fpirit incapable of de- 
fcending to any one of the mean and ungenerous vices. In 
good company he would drink deep •, and in affairs of gal- 
lantry, he is reported to have occafionaliy miulged, even to 
excefs. The domefttc misfortune that enfued is known to 
all the world, and it might appear indelicate here to dwell 
upon the fufejedl. 

jOne of the firft admirers of Mr. Dund^s's talents in 
early life, was the late Lord Kaimes^ wlio dedicated to him 
his excellent ^ork, crtJUed « Principles of E^juity •,** and 
oil that occafion anticlpted his future fucceft. 

Neithc^r the gaieties of diffipation, nor the chagrin atten- 
dant on a family misfortune, could divert Mr. Dundas 
from vigoroufly purfuing that career of profefHonal fuccefs 
which had opened before him. He rapidly attained the 
rank of one of the firft lawyers at the Scottifh bar •, and 
his own merits, added to the influence of hts family, foon 
recommended him to the notice of the crown : in fine, he 
became, in a (horttime. Lord Advocate for Scotland \ and 
neither his talents nor his juridical fkill were deemed un- 
worthy of the office, 

It had been ufual with his predeceflbrs, to procure a feat in 
the Britilh Hbufc of Commons ; and Mr. Dundas alfo 
contrived to get a niche at the back of the Treafury-bench, 
His pronunciation and phrafeology were fo replete with 
the peculiarities, of the northern dialefl, which has not' yet 
eeafcd to prevail at tlie Scotti{h bar, as to excite a degree of 
ridicule againft his fpeeches in the fciiatc, which would 
have proved unfavourable to the fuccefs of almoft any other 
perfon. But Mr. Dundas was not to be daunted by com- 
mon 
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mon obftaclcs. He had enough of the lawyer about bim 
to qualify him for legiflative bufinefs, ^itfiout his miad 
being narrowed by pedantry or his eloquence too finicsdl; 
caft after that model which is peculiarly fitted to the faflir, 
but becomes tedious, and even ridiculousi amidft national 
deliberations. He was quickl][ able to make himfelf mat- 
ter of all the forms of public bufinefs, a fpecies of knowlege 
fo dry, fo difficult, fo infinitely ufeful in parliament, fo ut-r 
terly ufclefs every where elfe. In a fhort time^ he took an 
^dive part in every debate, and pofleiTed great adYantage^ 
by utterly defpifing that primncfs, precifencfs, and rigour 
of morality, which teaches man to embrace tie right^ in 
pppofition to the expedient. Nor did he ever affed to af- 
pire to that purity of patriotifm, which ref ufes to conncA 
felf-intereft with duty. He thus fpeedily obtained an al* 
moil unrivalled pre-eminence ; the artifices, the negodr 
ations, the mailerly over-reachings of political intrigue^ 
were fome of the qualifications which foon appeared to 
compofe the public charadter of Henry Dundas : and it 
muil be owned, they would not be ill-fitted, in a dqgen&! 
rate age, to cpnduft him to eminence. 

The extent of dominion, the immenfe wealth, and the 
great political eitablifhments of the EafUIndia Company iq 
AHa^ had about this time begjan to appear too great for a 
fimple commercial corporation. The amazing fortunes acr 
quired by their fervants, had alfo provoked the mpfl jealous 
enquiries into the arts by which fuch opulence could be fo 
rapidly accumulated, and oriental influence was buttoq 
plainly difcovered in the very bofom of the legiflature,— 
Mr. D. foon perceived, that a member of the Houfe of 
Commons might gain much by turning his atttention tq 
the afiairs of India which came before that houfe. In the 
cafe of Rumbold and fome others, he (hbwed himfelf to be 
unequalled in tracing the detail of Afiatic delinquency. In 

the 
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the public rcTohitioDS that fpeedily enfued, be was eagerlf 
counted l»7 all parties; and was generally allowed tahe de- 
fenriog 0f any of the primary places in the government. Hi3 
enemies have faid, that, being then a needy political adr 
venturer, he found it neceiTary to (^hpofe his fidei from ^ 
regard to perfonal interefl; : and that the laxity of bis prin- 
ciples rendered him fufBciently ready to change bis party, 
on the approach of ill fortune. Now the man of North.; 
now the man of Fox ; he found himfelf at lafl: the fa(t 
fn^nd, the miniderial coadjutor, and, ais they (ay,, the 
ponjirivial tutor of Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Dundas's alliance with the lad of thefe,, fixisd him 
in the rich office of Treafurer to the Navy ; and' during 
the infancy of Mr. P's adminiftration, his counfels and 
garKamentary fervices t^mded not a little to enfure iu (lar 
bility. In fhort^ all the meafures of the Briti(h govern* 
ment (ince the year 1782, have,, in a gteat degree^ been 
:dir^£ted, or at lead influenced, by him. 

Since he attained an official employment in the admini- 
ftratton, Mr. Dundas has enjoyed one peculiar advantage, 
which is rather of a fingular fort — that of never having at- 
tained the reputation of political integrity. Mr. Pitt, and 
other men who have ufed the ladder of patriotifm in fcaling 
the heights of niinifterial power, on being obliged to 
abandon thofe popular principles which helped them to af- 
cend, have, by their apoftacy, provoked the abhorrence of 
the people, by whom they were once adored* But this 
great northern commoner, having never obtained much 
credit with the world in this refpejft, has rather rifen than 
fallen in the edimation of his country, during the courfe of 
his adminidration. 

Of ail the meafures that have lately occurred, there is, 
perhaps, no one which will be more unfavourably viewed 
by the candid and beneyole;it in future times^ (t^an the 

com- 
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commeneement of the prcfent hoftilities with France. But, 
whatever may be faid of the merits or demerits of thofe 
minifterial arts which engaged Britain in the contefti it 
muft be confeiTed, that in many of the meafures which the 
war-mini(ler is fuppofed to have fuggeftedy fuch as that for 
the interna] defence of the country, there appears much 
of that vigilance, energy, and vigour, which we have been 
forced to admire in the revolutionary rulers of tiie conti- 
nent. 

Mr. Dundas has alfo had the good fortune to obtain die 
confidence of the Dukes of Buccleugh, Gordon, and Lord 
Hopetoun, and fo many of the other leading peers and 
landholders of the North, that it would not be eafy to find 
another minifterial dire£lor of Scottifh aflPairs, whoib 
agency would be equally acceptable to the ^eat people of 
that country. 

His perfonal friends, who are numerous, ^and doubtlefs 
the beft judges of his real chara^er, are greatly attached 
to him. They conGder him as the only praAical man in 
the cabinet, and think that either his retreat, or his death, 
would be attended with the mod melancholy events on the 
part of the nation. 

On the other hand, his enemies, who are implacable, as 
confidering him the author of all our prefent calamities, 
and the accomplice of our former ones during the American 
war, entertain very different fentiments. The very mildeft 
of them afiert, that the beft wiQi that can be breathed, in 
favour of him or his country, is, either that he may be 
enabled quickly to retire from the toils of his political career, 
or be fpeedily called, by Divine Providence, to the enjoy- 
ment of another and a better world. 

The few who are of no party may confiJer him as an 
honeft and refpedable private character, and as an active, 
zealous, and loyal ftatefman. 

A.Z- 
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ARTHUR WOLFE, 

. BARON KILWARDE2i, 
Lord Chief yujtife of the lCin£s Bench in Ireland, 



This gentleman was e4ucated in the univerfity of Dub** 
}in, and was called to the'Irifli bar in 1 766. He was foon 
appointed a kingj's counfel» and by very laborious indufttf 
in his profeffioHi w^s making-way to wealth and legal cfaa* 
ra£ler, when, in confequence pf a high opinion generally 
entertained of his talents, he was introduced into parlia* 
mcnt by Lord Tyrone. Tliougb Mr. Wolfe, from his out- 
fet in life, was a (launch friend to the adminiftration of the 
day, it was yet fo late as the year 17^7 before he mounted 
t*he firft ftep of the ladder to the bench, by being appoint* 
icd his Majefty's Solicitor-general. This we fuppofe wa« 
owing to the more important fervices of other candidates, 
for in jiseal he was inferior to none. 

His next advancement followed clofe on the heels of the 
former, being nominated Attorney-general in 1789, on the 
prpmotion of Mr. Fitzgibbon to the court of Chancery. 
\n thfs fituation it might have been expefted his parliamen- 
tary talents would have had fair and ample room for dif- 
play. Unfortunately for him, however, he fucceeded a 
man whofe powers of mind, fenatorial courage, and (kill 
in doing the " king's bufinefs," were of fuch a fupejior 
call, that he fuffcred by the comparifon. 

There was, however, a degree of candour and opcnncfs 
in Mr. W*s manner, which entitled him to efteem and 
praifc } though thcfe very qualities, perhaps, difqualified 

him 
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\ 
him from appearing to great advantage in his official cha- 

rafter. ThiS;^ although it was not invariably apparenti 

fecured for him many friends^ even in the oppofition ; and 

thofe vtrho did not approve the law officer of the crown, yet 

refpe£led the man. 

In June laft he was raifed to the peerage, and to the 
bench, on the death of Lord Chief Judice Clonmcl. As 
a fpeaker, his voice is flrong and deep ; but it is neither 
mellow nor capable of much variety. His a£lion is that 
which is generally found to di(tingui(h the bar-pleader; 
and even on the mod momentous and animating fubjefhi 
he feemed unable to difengage himfelf from profeffioDal 
habits. 

In private life, his Lordfhip has the high charafler of 
being a fteady friend, and an honed man. As a compani- 
on he is lefs valuable, his manners being rather of a foa* 
bre and auftere complexion, while the excellence of hb 
mind confids rather in the drength of his undbrftanding 
than in the quicknefs of wit or the vivacity of imagina- 
tion. 



MR. 
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• MR. CURRAN. 

• OF all the opinions which have obtained a general cur- 
rency, without being either founded in truth or fandioned 
,by experience, there are none, perhaps, which have been 
fo widely circulated as thofe by which we are taught to be- 
lieve, that the (tudy of law is adverfe to the operation? of 
genips, and that a lively imagination cannot be fettered to 
profeifional purfuits ; that to be learned, a man muft be dull, 
and that wit cannot be pofTeiTed but to the exclufion of in- 
duftry. 

Among the many examples which might be adduced 
from antiquity, or exhibited in modern times, to prove the • 
futility of this dangerous conceit, Mr. Curran is not the 
lead ftriking. No man has acquired higher reputation for 
thofe powers which delight and captivate the fancy, touch 
the fpringsof paflion, elicit tears from the foftnefs of fen- 
fibility, or extort from gravity itfelf the roar of laughter ; 
yet has the affiduous induftry and laborious exertions of 
this gentleman raifed him from an humble walk in life^ to 
the firll rank, if not to the fir& place, at the Irifh bar. He"^ 
has not, indeed, attained high oiEcial fituations, or rifea 
to thofe honours which are oftener the reward of judicious 
politics, than of profeflional ability ; but he has acquired 
that which is a much ftrongcr proof both of induftry and 
of talent — the unconteflted title of being the firft advocate 
in his country. 

Mr. Curran is about fifty years of age. He was born in 
the county of Cork, of parents who were undiftinguiflied 
by wealth or (ituation *, who had neither a fortune by which 
they could have enabled the fon to live independently, nor 
connexions by which they could advance him to a profeflion. 
They were, however, capable of giving him the rudiments 

of 



of a liberal educationi and that fecms to be tlhe on!} ad* 
vantage which he derived from his family. Having qiuh 
lificd himfelf for the univcrfity, he eotcrcd. And at thd 
lifual time (two years after etltrance) he obtaioed a fdw- 
larfhip. llie remainder of his college career is not marked 
by any peculiar circiimdahces ; he obtained the ufual bo' 
nours with which the policy of the ttniverfity rewards in- 
clttdry and talents, and is faid to have made fome progrefi 
in reading the laborious courfe which is prefcribed for fet 
lowfiiip candidates ; but whether difgufted witfi the drudg- 
ery, or deterred by the magnitude of the undertaking* he 
foon dcfifted from the purfuit, and turned his attedtion to 
the bar. 

Previoufly to his becoming a (tudent in the tnns of Court 
in London, Mr. Curran married a lady of his own couhtry. 
This match appears to have been founded in inclination, for 
fhc did not bring him a fortune fufficient to compenfate the 
inconveniences into which fuch a premature connczion 
mud have thrown him. He was called to the bar id 1775 
and refided in Kevin-ftreet for a few years. 

About this time he became a frequenter of a conviviat 
fociety, originally formed by fome young Barrifters^ and 
called the Monks •/ the Screw. Although the members of 
this inftitution were merry, they were not very rich; the 
obje£t of their meetings was to forget, in good fellowlhq)| 
the cares of life, and relax the mind from the intenfebeils 
of legal ftudies. 

Mr. Curran was not the only man of talents, who at that 
time belonged to this fociety, and whom a fubfeqaent dif« 
play of genius, and of learning, raifed to eminence. Th^ 
prcfent Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Lord Telverton, 
the early intimate and friend of Curran, was one of jts 
original members. Though more fortunate than him in 
his political, as well as forenGc purfuits, the connexion firtt 

formed 
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formed and cemented between them in their catljr years (for 
Lord Yelverton; like Ctirran, had to ftruggle with the dif- 
ficulties of a narrow fortune), has continued through every 
Ticiflitude of fuccceding life, not only unbroken but in full 
ftrcngth. 

That learning and talents are often enabled to rai(e them- 
felves into notice, without the fortunate co-operation of 
cxtrinfic circumftances, id an obfenration which has been 
often exemplified in erery profefCon ; but, perhaps, more 
frequently in that of the law, than any other. Our young 
barrifter, with qualities which are as likely to ftrike at firft 
fight, as thofe poiTeflfed by any of his contemporaries, re- 
mained, however, for fome time at the bar entirely unno- 
ticed. The attention of the public was turned toward 
him, for the firft time, in rather a Gngular way. 

He had been engaged as agent by one of the candidates 
at a contefted ele£iion, and in the courfe of the poll, it 
became neceflary for him tp make objeAions to a vote prof- 
fered by the adverfe party, which he did in that ftrong and 
farcaftic manner for which he is fo remarkable. His antago- 
nift, a man ^f rude and overbearing manners, feJt the 
^ pungency of his wit, and not immediately recognifing the 
Barrifter. nnder a (habby coat, and a mean appearance (for 
nature has not been very favourable in external decora- 
tions), he applied to him fome very grofs epithets. With 
more fpirit, perhaps, than decorum, Mr. Curran leaped 
from his feat, feized him by the collar, and was prevented 
only by the interpofition of the by.ftandcrs from chaftifing 
him on the fpot. He, however, was not precluded from 
aflcrting his independance in that way, which could alone 
be tolerated in the prefence of a magiftrate, he therefore, 
in a few pithy fcntences, difclofed his mind and his cha^ 
raEler \ his antagonift haa generoCty enough to acknowlege 
his error, and apologifcd to Mr. Curran for the confe- 

quences 
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• 'quences of his miftake ; nay* mftead of refedting the Ho* 
lence with which he had repeUed the infult, he graited 
him his friendlhip, ^nd by his recommendation and patro* 
nage very eflentially promoted his future interefts. 

From that period he began to rife rapidly^ Within Icfii 
than fix months he quitted his lodgings in Kevin-ftreety 
and removed to a more reputable part of the town. Merit 
was now finding its proper level^ and, in this inftance at 
Iea({, we no longer behold great learning and uncommon 
genius ftruggting with adverfity, or on that account fuUied 
in the eftimation of vulgar minds. 

It is not until 1784, that we iind Mr. Curran feated 
in the Houfe of Commons. In this new character he fbon 
diilinguiflied himfelf, as one of the moil adive and able 
fupporters of the popular party. 

During the arduous and interefting period in which Mr» 
Pitzgibbon filled the office of Attorney-general, he was one 
of the leading men in oppofition^ and of courfe came into 
frequent collifion with that dogmatical and haughty l^irjtr* 
The high ^ne of defiance on legal or conftitutional qoef- 
tions, with which the Attorney-general endeavoured .to 
overbear his opponents, was more frequently ridiculed by 
the wit, than combated by the arguments of Mr. Cunani 
if, in this mode of combat, he did not always repd the 
blow^ he at lead evaded its force ; and though be could not 
on every occafion boaft of viAory, he at leafl: efcaped it* 
feat. Of- one of thefe contefts, the ifiTue was more ferious; 
it produced a duel, in which Mr. C. was the ehaUcnger, 
but which happily was attended with no injury to eithtf 
party, • • 

• While Mr. C. was thus fuccefsf uUy attentive to bufinels, he 
did not fufFcr opportunities of pleafure to pafsby him unen- 
joyed. lie was naturally, indeed, a man of uncommon gai- 
ety ', poflefling an exquifite ear for mufic, and being himfelf 

no 
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that (he Ck^*lile^ dlurenmiti of Mrst Btlluigtbn fliMU 
, have enchanted him for a time. . . 

Although Mr.Cuffftn has Mfcn «firA]i|r conftdSM Ifaian 
;^ gallantry, his. tnjoys Ho ttnintema)>tci] daim.to fhechi- 
rafiber of a good father^ . Hi hm one fdn^ whd .diis year 
.(1799}. was calted to the bar^ !t^i thbir childreil ; to tke 
education of ..whom he hab paid the ttoft ilfiikftionaleittta^ 

_tion. ' • ■ ..■■.'.,- 

.It has bcep^ already t)bfefv<xi^ ;thit4 id :bis pariSunoMry 
|9}iara^r3. h^bas always been; attaobctf. Up Ae ftopiUarMiiiL 
Injdevd, from bis pittfe^ in Ufj^s.h^ has ^}c^ A^fM^.ftMi 
to the legiflative independence) }t0 fuse coflttscfed:^ tnd^k 
reform in the Tl^r^[^«uj!>n of trshitidb ; He faagilnifitafcily 
declanedagainft the war H^itfcTfMice^ Jind hi has ootfabata* 
ed, with luvemitti^ vigowi dutiog AvJt.ftSMy iifir oilsil 
ciyelyftcfA which .^ beeiiLfririti^d infrtiMl* F(mitti| 
d^ iiie&cacy of that loppofitiiH^ he has withdrawn^, ilong 
Wtt& many of. thpfe with who^i .h^, had cA-o^hnitdli^. fhim 
Ae tioufisof Commons, and is npv.kobwki to tfie |»iddttl 
rndf as an advocatei In this canity; he has Hitely ddftttdd 
edmanyofh^ui^ortunateeoiuitijryoieh^ . 

As a lawyer Mr. Garran hdl odt^MHrdcriai^lytffliflglldh- 
ed himfeU; by . d^e ^t^i of. hit- fodtokdlse or ifad deptk #f 
I^is refearches : heftafidS) i|>;this.rc%e&oniy5 dii Mii4qMi;> 
lity with his cOmp elitors^ it il ts ah advocate that hk oift<- 
^rips iheoi. Ip^^, ift thit chafaAer^ he hall aqC^ ^- 
lups, his eqiai in the eknptret With Mr. VirOtini ht hM 
been frequency vonaipiai'dd ; biit in the dpkiic^ of fintfeiMflf 
have hug adnjir^d, aiid ailentirely irteifidered the refpeftlti 
excellencies of each, the latter holds only a fecond place» • 

Mt« Eflkinc is.an aeii^, gMvej laboricto^ aaiiias^htly 
an eloquent pleader 1 he tufns the bifight fide if Us cHwni 
cafe 'to full viewj urges ks ft r«mg parts. with ihe Fdrte^f it 
ouTcuUixe unjerftsmdingf and n^tts tts weahnffirwiArHf^^ 

Q^ , ingenious 
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i^nlous fophi^; but Ahe jury ftill remember fBat Bfr. 
;&ilciiie i» an advocate^ and are oti thek guard agunA hi» 
arts. 

Mn (jurran,. while he dliplays as mneb acuftn^ft as Mir, 
•EJvgets nearer to the heart afid'|»fions of his aadiMrs; aiiiiid 
by the ardour and animation of an eloquence neither fiditr- 
r«us nor forced^ excludes every feeling and erery , tbooght 
but tfaofewhicb he wiflies to e^ccite. In fbe examinatioa of 
witnefles, too, Mr. Curran is eminently powerful. In hik 
taamier be refembks Mr^ GarreW^ bitt perhaps excells eveA 
ibat gentfemanr in probing a rotren caufe to the bottom, in 
eliciting truth from pre^arieationy and touchbig the fecret 
firings that a£i;uate the human heart* 

Mr* Curran's parliamentary ^[leeches feTddm pofKfi the 
CMsdleace which has marked his profeffional d efcuces. 
They difplay much left- of the nuns £vim$r ; they are irre* 
gular, and defultory, andfeem to be rather Ac phy of his 
mind than its ferious ekertion* They^ howerer, abound 
with admirable firokes of invedive, and irony, and thongb 
tbcgr jffift but little in guiding dccifion, on the point dif- 
cufied, yet produce a good eSe6l, by holding up poKticaf 
profligacy and corruption to contempt and detdftation* 
.j'OfclAcal learning Mr« Curran <eemsto have early laid 
ia ?'gobd ftore; his'allulibns to the Roman poets are fre-i 
quent» .and his quotations' from them are prompt, and hapt* 
py. . It is a curious circumftance, that to ftudy the Latiir 
claffi^, and coshmit to- memory remarkable paffiiges-^ fbrm« 
eda part of Mr. Curran's preparation for the bar) and that 
he continues, from his experience of its utility, to recom- 
ificnd hispra^ice to the yottng ftudentrof themmiicipai 
law, • ",_ ■ ' • 

• On .the fcore of perfehs^ Mr. Curran owes butlitde tsr 
nM0t^ ?His ftatiire is low, his figure meagre and iH*fonii- 
ed,. and his whole appearance ibr -from being prepofleffi^. 
Hehas bbwerer^ an eye which emits the lire of genm> and* 
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h adaiiraUy calctilated to ttanfinit etcfaer die fcintilladoDS o/t 
iSinqr, or that deep pathos of the heart, which he not mIjt 
&tU himfeir, but can fo powerfiiUy excite inocBers. Of 
drefs he has always been reinarlud>l}r, and perhaps culpsb^ 
negligent. 



LORD MONBODDO. 

' James Bitrnbt is defcended from an luicient fiunilj ia 
Aberdeenfhire, and being hefirtoa-finall fortune^ ftudiei 
th^ Scotch layir/and was called to ihe bar, or^ in othef 
wbrds became tfittfA^n/^ in that country. 
r lA this fKuation h^ acquired confidersdile celebrity, and 
was employed as coiinfel in two caufes, which engaged die 
ftttendbnof the public more than any brought before a 
Scottifli tribunal in the COurfe of a century. One of thefe 
Was the great queftion of literary property j die other die 
Douglas caufe. In the courfe of the latter he was employed. 
to go to Paris, in order to arrange the neceflary papers for. 
the inveftigf don of fo intricate an affair. 

While in that capital he procured an account of a (avag^ 
girl, who had been difcovered wild in the woods of Cham- 
psjignev and adually went to fee her ; for this was a fubjcft 
tnriinately conneded with his&vourite purfuit. 

In: 1 797, Mr. Burnet was appointed one of the Lords of 
Seffion in Scotland, when,. according to the cuftom of hit 
country, he affumed the title of LerdJUModtb^.kom the 
name of his fiunily efiiate. - ' IjEe was offered the. poft of one , 
of did Commiffioners of die Court o(^uftilmEf»;M .de^j 

Q.a cliged 
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cliped its acceptance, on account of the unpleafant part of 
that office, the trying and fentencing condemned criminals i 

Lord Monbodddo has, however, been better known to 
the world as a literary man, than either as a pleader or a 
judge. Hfs firfl publication was a << Ciflertation on ibp 
Origin and Progi^efs of Language," in fix volumes, 8to. 
The inveftigation of the origin of language, had been in 
vain attempted by many of the learned among the ancients, 
who certamly ponexied iiiACerMs of which wc arc deprived. 
Yet the moderns have engaged in this purfuit with much 
ardour; and in our time BifliopWarburton and LordMon- 
boddo, both men of fingCiUir ac^uireMents, have thought 
deeply, and written profoundly on the fubjeA. After the 
moft e]fte&£ve refearches, they^ boWfcver, haVfe not been 
able tb inform us how or when dfkhabctical Writk^ itU 
£rft invented i but cheyHaVb deferv^ the thaidi»0f the 
curious, by Jhevning kno it tetgbt hav« been difcw^rpd mi 
introduced. The estoellence of this art is fo con^cuclus, 
Obflt many learned n^cti have conceived it.to be a^l isMpedir 
ate comanKncation from the Dieff^ ani Nlr. Gilbert 
WakefbeU has wi ttteti an ingeAioiis 9&y on this fid« of tfa^ 
^Mftioiiy which baa been thought wor Ay of a place in the 
SntyHofm^ BrihnmUa \ but both the judge ftfid the biflMf 
taivtf iliewf^ Mt vnly the pf^ffibility^ but the |«0babilicy^ 
that we owe this grancl effort of httmao ilfiiU to the (cMsef 
£gypt ; atnl this opinioa has been greatly ftrengtkoited by 
ths nigeflioa» labovrs of Gfovemov PownatK 
. t{ie lordAitp^ is alfo author of another work^ Hi^ fiv« vo- 
lumes, quarto, called ^ Andeiit Metaphyfics ;" ft jpUr-- 
fVFraaiwe remaricaUe for the fiirprning nrittire of pelie- 
tMiofi and gevrias, with what, in the.cyca of feine^ Ap^ 
pears t^ he.the mofl ab&ird whith and conceit^ die attunpt 
to prove Aqit the $urang rniang is a cbft of the hMfeimn tf^. 
cxe»s ^ thai Che vitaM of fpeecb is merdy aircidnCal : tjiift 

has 
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lias i^orcicd much fport, both to tho wits and critics of Ae 
age* hotd Moi^boddo has a!fo endearcured to eftablifli the 
e xift cncfe of merniaids ! yet, notwithftanding thefe fingn- 
larittes, the work is a truly injgenious performance, and 
^llong enfure a place on die fiielves of the learned. 

Hia lordfliip is, at one and the fame timj^ an excellent 
Greek Icholar, and a true chriftian philbfopher. He is in- 
genious and libend in his opinions, and in his condud as a 
judge never fuflfers himfelf tio be fwayed by either party or 
family- connexions. At his hoiife in Edinburgh, he is ex- 
tremely hofpiublej and receives, with pditenefs, all lite- 
hiry Arangers who vifit that city. He imitates the andents 
in bathing and exercife, and has attained to a very great 
age without any of thofe failures, either of mind or bddy, 
which are the ufual attendants on extreme age. He was 
formerly accufiomed to repair yearly to London, and gene- 
rally made the journey on horfebac]:; it lysed fcarcely be 
added, that in all his p^egriaatiotiSji he was /ecetved with 
unbounded welcome by the literary men of die age* 



THE HONORABLE RAINES HARRINGTON 

W Wbther to the hta Lord Bltringtbii, the prefeat fiit 
^ Slop of {>iiliam, and alfo to Adiniral Btrrington; ' 
• This gentkBWUi was bred to die law,- a profrAoA in 
which he tiever made any very iconfpicuau$ figure, biit wtt 
(bccefivtfy promoted tb be one of the king's counfel, and 
a Welch judge; the latter of which ftations he'religned 
fbme years ago, on account of hii growing infinnitioa* 
He ha3 alfo poflefTcd feveral other fmall places under go^ 

vernojicnt^ 
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verntnertt, ^nch as deputy-keeper of the wardrobe, iccK?*^ 
tary to Green wichrhofpital, marfinl of .the itdnufijlf y» .aa4 
Goncimiffioner of (lores at Gibraltar, tbe laft ^yfhich oplf 
be now retains. 

But if Mr. Barrington is not celebrated as a lawyer, h^ 
jnay juftly claim the honour of being a profound and judici- 
odis antiquary, an agremblecompaqion^ and a truly worthy 
man, in 1775, he publUhed an Eflay on the Probability 
of reaching the North Pole, 4to.; and in 1781, a yolume 
of Mifcellaniss, alfo in 410. principally cm Anti|)ua4afi 
fubjeds. . . . . ; 

In 1766 he prcfented the world with a volume <£ Ohjir- 
vations upon tbe Statutes^ from Ma^na Cbarta to the 21 
yames I. in which he ftrongly enforces a reviial, and adds 
a propoTal for Aew modelling the whde. This is a work 
of great merit, and a fecond edition was called for and pub- 
lilhed in i776. 

To enumerate Mr. Barrington's literary labours, would 
be an Herculean talk : a^nong them we find an ^' Account 
of fome Fi(h in Watts j" " Invefligation of the DifFerence 
between the paft and prefent Temperature of the Air in 
Italy;" « Obfervations on Welch Caftlcs;" A Contro- 
verfy with Dr. Ducarel concerning " Chefnut Trees ;•* 
«* Method of keeping Carp alive out of Water ;'* " Two 
Lchers on Caefar's Invaiion ; ^' Eflsy on the fKxiodkd 
Appearance of Birds ;" *^ On tbe diftinguiflied Qualities 
of the Rabbit and Hare ;" <^ Experiments on the fiBgi^g of 
Birds 9*' ^< Corredion of fome Miftakes in Orailholqgy (** 
^ Account oftwo Welfli Muiical Inftrufiaenfesi" ^ Qd the 
Remains of tbe ancient Comifh Language^' ^ Inqtiiry 
into the Anttqiiity of Qocks ;" « Conjedures relative lo 
certain Remains of vitrified Walls in Scotland :** ** On 
Archery i" « On Mufical Inftruments^" <* On Card play- 
ing.** 

Moft 
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. VkA tf ^fe iare highly ciitlertiiiiiiigi ind fime dF them 
^eviiicc the moft profound fc&atch. 

This very ingenious man was the friend of Dr. Johnfon» ' 
and a member of die club in Eflex-fereet, infticatcd by that 
great «ioraIift. He ftiU appertains to a fociety of rMrr 
J^riUy who meet at the Greeian, whither he is fupported 
bf his man» and returns in a chair to chambers. The 
templars, the city beaus, and, indeed, die world in general^ 
9ff6 OMich obliged to him for die improvements made in the 
garden ,iicing the Thames; which exhibits more tafte and 
^(^gaiicei ihaa could be eq>eded from an antiquary. 
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DR. O'LEARY. 

Arthur O'Leary is a native of Cork, in Ireland,^, 
and a member of the moft numerous and leaft predoaainant 
ieS in that country. 

After receiving fome inftrudlioa, in his nadve land, he^ 
was (ent to the continent, in 1 747, to prepare him for the 
fituationlbr which he was defigned — that of a prieft of the 
Roman catholic church* He accordingly refided for jTome; 
time at the college of St. Omer's, and became a member 
oF the Qcder of St. Francis, 

On the completion of his ftudies, he was appointed 
chaplain to a regiment in the fervice of the prince in whofe 
dominions he was educated ; but not entering warmly into 
the meafure of engaging the fubjeSs of theie kingdoms to 
enlift in foreign batulions, he incurred the di^eafure of. 
thofe in power, and foon after returned to the country, 
Vhich had given him birth. 



BjctlursiBftanceqf fine fntndft'fo' boar II ItiaH Cvi Ac- 
cent chapel in his native ciij ; uul a e»G«H|iillfmc» Ibon •o-' 
cuTfM v^iick' pvQ^urod hia ibme iiittk pi^cu^yicil) oekkity. 
A WPVk toppeiK^ abaut this tinir, to be publiflitd in'Oovb^ 
eolHled^ \^ Tbmgbta vu Natqr^ and Kdigioii.^ k wa% 
wiH9n by ^ &eot€h idbyfvff ian $ and as Ba one aniWeitd it» 
Father O'Lf^y ajaplied to Dv. Mann, the faiiiep ef th» 
c|^f fi^ in vbioh be rc&ded, fo( perqiiiion (o^m^r lk»HiN } 
now thvchurcbefi of Rqgtittd and Rome tbtQ^iag aliln aiiF 
tbfi fnaHer in diiQpulf> be iiamedUtety granted ltav«. Aitr' 
cordingly^ (OOA »^ this, appe^ved his <!^ DefaKs^ef l^o 
Divinity of Chrift, and the Immortality of the Soul." 

When the parliament of Ireland framed a teft oath for 
the Roman catfaoKcs, many perfoAs of tender confciencet 
fcrupled to take it. On this, Mr. O'Leary publifhed bis 
*' Loyalty affertcd, or the Teft-Oath vindicated;" in 
which he explained the feeming difficuhies that occurred, fo 
much to the (atisfaSion of the nonjuring ci^tholics in .his 
neighbourhood, that they unanhnpufly fubibrrbed^ 

At Aat critical period, during the unfortunate ^ar with 
America, vehen the combined fleets of France and S|viin 
rode trhimphant on the Britifli coaft, and threatened ao in- 
vaiton of Irehnd, be addrefled his Catholic <;ountjrymen in^ 
the moft energetic language, and in fuch an e^edual man-^ 
ner, as to merit the thanks of every good citizen. ^ 

His next pubKcations were m reply to feme feyere cbac- 
ges made againft the Roman Catholics, by the !»te Mr, 
'^efcy.;, and in thefe he refuted that odious imputation by 
which they are accufed of ^ keeping no Mth with, hcre-v 
tics!" 

Another vahiable ttzSt publifiied by- Mr..O*Le^ is 
tdled *«• An Eflay on Toleration, and a Ptea for Frcedpm 
of Confcience/^ In this efTay the reafoning is folid ai^d.^r- 
fuafive, and the whole- tenor of it tends to inculcate the 
pcinciples of liberality and humanity^ 

Thefc 
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l%efe'flx fneces hate been publiflied in a volume, under 
Che title of ♦* Mifbellaneotis TraAs;'* and it has reached 
a third, if not a fourth edition. It is dedicated to.tl^ 
« Mo»*s 9f St. Patrick/* a (bclcty of refpeftable men io 
Irehnd, who afibciated for the fupport of the conftitutiop 
of their country. 

fti addition to the literary labours already alluded to, an 
eiKeltent pamphlet publilhed in 1786, and entitled ^^ A 
Review of fome interefting Periods in the Iridic Bi&ojry^** 
h aHb attributed tohiox ; and l^fr. Pratf h^ drawn his chai* 
raAer ^n a very mafterly manner, ip bis late n<)vel called 
^ Family Secrets,*^ one volume of which is infcribed to 
the DoAor. 

Father P|Leary, as he is fainilij^rly galled, and wJbo is 
h\i to have received a penfipn fron^ gQvernrneitf for his pub- 
nc fervfces, has lately printed a fermon on ^e prefent fitu- 
ation of ai&irs, ^hich v^ originally pc^ached at St. 
PatriclL/s chapeh 



UKM' maay Qtji^ 0^ dK^Gr imn wMa talents and viiu 
tuo^ lV9.ye raifed tiie^ m Ir^ndtso the high^ft places in the 
lw> QlUQf 3aco«i. Y^Yf^OQ owcs nothing to iUuftiious 
bU^> JQ faoiily cQ(ui<¥i<m>-c^ to wealth accumulaiitd by 
hk 4AC(^Qi:$<^ If report bci tni« (and it k highly honoun- 
Vie. to biint/> his lord(hip> ivmiedial^ progenitor was no- 
thjp^ mr^ tkm « dc9lec lA wpOl» in the ne^hbourhgod of 
VJlpjlMncll, far from affluent in point of circumftances, and 

unable 
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unable to do more for Barry, his (on* than to give hia\liie 
rudiments of a claiEcal education, which enabled him to ea- 
ter the univerfity of Dublin, as a fizer, a defcriptiofi oC 
lludents accuftomed to receive both tuition and cooimonft 
free of expence. At the ufual time he obtained a fcholar^ 
{hip, a reward given in that univerfity to ,diftingiA(hed 
merit, and to which befides honourable rank, certain «aio- 
luments are annexed, in addition to board, not cxcccd ing n 
however, on the whole, 20/. per annum. 

Mr. Yelverton, before the expiration of his fcholar(hip« 
determined on the law as bis profeflions but to acquire 
knowledge in it, and afterwards to be called to the bar, re- 
quires, " a portion of this world's wealth," which unluc* 
kily his finances were unable to afford. 

His n»rriage, (hortly aftery with a young bdj poQefled 
of three or four hundred pounds, removed this embamft- 
ment^ and enabled him, with fome Titerary exertions of bis 
own, to keep his terms in London, and obtain his call to 
the Irifh bar in 1764. When he became a barrifter, be 
occupied lodgings in EfTex-ftreet, a part of the town 
which ftill continues to be unfaAionable. Here he remain* 
ed for fome time, and proved, in his own cafe, that even 
firft-rate legal talents may lie long in obfcurity. The 
induftry and ability of Mr. Yelverton, however, did at kft 
work their way, but many years elapfed between his af- 
fumption of a wig and gown, and his becoming a charac- 
ter known to the public in any other way than as a profeffi- 
ofltal man, labouring fuccefefully for his client and his fee. 

We do not, indeed, hear of him in a public capacity, 
until the occurrence of that important crifis, when the ca- 
lamities of the country urged its friends to ftruggle with 
the then weakened power of Great Britain, and to obtain 
for. Ireland an enlargement of commercial privileges, and 
ibortly afterwards the eilablifliment <^ legiflative indepen- 
dence 



tORD YBtVBRTOir t^g 

4eace.' Mr. Yelverton, who had now got into parliament, 
, co-operated with the other patriots of the day in the pur* 
ffuitof thefe obje<^s, and was confpicuous for the energy 
and boldnels of his exertions. When they were once at- 
tained, be not only ceafed to lend his talents to the popular 
.party, but, on the contrary^ he oppofed them, ranged 
himfelf on the fide of the coart, and refifted every attempt 
to attain reform in the.reprefentation by means of the vo* 
Junteer ailbciations. 

In 1782, he had been raifed to the important and confi- 
dential place of Attorney-general ; and be acquitted himfelf 
in that fituation with fuch unremitting zeal, in counteract- 
ing the attempts of the volunteers, and labouring for their 
difperfion, as ciFeSuaUy recommended him to the favour of 
government. The beneficial effeds refulting from this 
condudl were foon apparent, fo^ in 1784 he was raifed to 
the bench, as Chief Baroo of the Exchequer. 

His elevation, though generally confidered as a reward 
for bis political fervices, was yet not unwelcome to die 
public, which could recognife, even in the unpopular fena* 
tor, the learnings the talents, and the profeiGonal integtity 
of a great lawyer. Removed from the Houfe of Com- 
mons to the bench, and yet not raifed to the peerage, his 
.opportunities of rendering political fervices to the admioi- 
ftration were now greatly lefTened. The confequence was, 
that, either relaxing in his zeal from want of pccafioii to 
exert it, or finding its fervour cooled by not being rai&d 
to a titk, like his competitor Scott, who was created Btk^ 
rop Earlsfort in 1784, his politics appeared to be neutra* 
Ji/ed, until, in .1789, he declared himfelf a decided friend to 
the party which aflerted the right of Ireland to choofe her 
own regent, and accordingly profiered dut office to the 
iprince of Wales. Notwithftanding this, be was created 
iiord Yelvertqii, Baron of AvoomorC) in the county of 
Cork,: June 16, 1795, 

No 
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No man pofleflls a higher chaniAer ia privtte life thtt 
Lord Yelverton. 'Simple and unafliiming in his auuinen» 
with a goodnefs of heart which fraud and cunning but too 
often make the dupe of their artifices, he is beloved by ally 
and impofed on, even in the moft trivial occurrences of 
life, by many. Though enjoying a ftrength and compre- 
henfion of intellect fitted to dired and to enlighten fenates, 
he may be governed, mifled, or baffied, by the moft fliallow 
of his domeilics. Of the convivial glafs no man is more 
fond, and yet flander has not charged him with intempe- 
rance. His lordfhip loves, and, without the leaft inconve- 
nience to his intelle<^, can bear a eonfiderable quantity of 
the enlivening grape. 

As a public fpeaker,, his leading ehara^rtftic is 
STRENGTH* His voice, full, deep, and fonorous, addod 
to a pronunciation flow and folemn, gives great weight to 
what is dictated by a mind well ftored with legal and gene^ 
ral knowlege ; by an underflanding capable of arnuging 
in the moft judicious manner, the excellent materials which 
it poflefTes ; atfd by a fancy not deftitute of the powers of 
cmbellilhmeiit. His manner is annimated, impreffivc, and 
almoft overbearing. Of quick conception and fUings; 
oftea irritable,, and apt to be roufed to indignation by every 
appearance of oppreffion or of fraud, his lordfliip appears to 
difplay all the fenfations of a good man. But en riie bench, 
he feems, perhaps, to poficfs too little of that ftoieal apadiy, 
which is fo ^ntial to the afcertainmeot of gutk or inno- 
cence I a eaufe is no fooner opened, than he catches, or 
fiippofes he catches, fufRcient to guide his decifion 1 and 
•very attempt which the pleader afterwards makes to re- 
isiove this firft impreffion, his lordfliip flrenuoully refifts as 
an unworthy endeavour to impofe on his underftanding, 
and to throw the veil of eloquence around truth and juf* 
tke. This fault excepted) and to which Lord MansfiiM 

himfelf 
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himfelf was bat too prone. Lord Yelyerton is allowed to 
be an ezcellent judgCj of infiejdble iategrity. and ejLti&five 
legal learning. 



AJU-MdUMUriMMHiiiiiiai 



liroftT HONdtJRABLE ISAAC GORkT. 

THIS gentleman is the fon of a reputaUei bAt not Tety 
m^XfUe^f AMhatit nf the Mwn of Niwty^ in tfa« cobhty 
of Sown. A ctofidttfible (hew of titemi, and gretk ptim 
fif^MH af kideptfidmit aitd fteadf pattiMifm^ ranhitd 
htih ift eiriy lift it ftVcfttflf« #iA the pubKe^ whiWtflify^ 
pdlUhtfd tti^nMM, addfkl to M tfttgaghig j^fiin, pfooweA 
him th^ftleftdfiiip atlAh ((rt^llfcMili ^h9 MeMAe fefis^ioit^ 
fflttientjr Ih if}^8. 

Mf. CdTfy Walbred 16 th« tiAW) ftR4 Wo i£h»0f Uttcd 
to the bit* ill Old yetf* y^^^i s( «h^ felMfksiblf pdriM if> 
ththiflOfyoflf^httvd. SMti d}l^fte4^ «iiher wif& the 
labour* of the pydftflfofr^ (^ the 4tt fuctefe wi^ wbkb' 
thde hbottf* #«reiilf6nde(i^ he fh)re# fktnj &tebig, wUek 
had never been ovtr-ciM^ With btldk, ttfd dcVBted^ 
faifflielf exekkfitely to pdiHlM p^ffbAtSi 

It Was iNlt l6llgMf(M Mf. Ciettf -iMimi^ iMi 4)f. dirii 
n^#afdi altd atttihMid Ai^ilibM df 0]^{l*fltiM. Hfv* 
ijSdtrftrjr, Wbkh «pi»li^ Hftif fcl cfm^ fobitfft tiiniitc 
emerged in the courfe of parliamentary bttBtttfi ^ bflt par^- 
tictdafly ti# the e«lcilUit!dAs t4 iW§R^€i^ir iMlkt } lis 
Btithtyitt dOfi^y tiW tM'€&Mfk Wi WkfiMiM M hit: 
lan^gifj ^eorfti^flMd ^h a ¥^f kM$MiA dffplay of 
appareht Moiklly, HMdeitd hiti fiflt ohtf i^iho#yi bat M 
ufefol patrCifkir. 

■ . :fw 
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For fotne years Mr. Corry devoted Iiimfelf to the pepgr 
lar caufe ; he fdratinized every minifterial meaifiire, called 
againft Britifh inflaence, contended for place and peb^oti* 
bills, and laboured, with much energy and effe£t, to obtain 
afimilar conftrufVion of the navigation-a£l in bothcoun* 
tries. But, alas ! the hour was approaching, when he was 
no longer to grace the oppofition bench, teafe a lord lieiu 
ttnznfs fecretary.with patriotic motionsi or embaiTa& the 
financier with the Cocker-like allulzons of arithmetical 
eloquence! ' " 

- The Marquis of Buckingham aflomed the viceroyflupr 
of Ireland in 17879 and having difmifled a very confide^. 
laUe number of officers in the different departments ftf: 
negleA and peculation! it became neccflary to replaop 
them with ' gentlemen pofleffingthe public confidence^ 
With his lordfhip, ikill in accounts was a firft*rate quali«; 
fication ; who, thereforej could be a fitter obje£l: of bit- 
fiivbur than Mr. Cbrry ? Mr. Corry was accordingly no* 
minated to a poft in the- ordntoce, of one thonfand^ 
pounds per annum. The viceroy, aflefting popularity, . 
thus appointed to office a popular reprefentativci and the. 
popular reprefentative, wifhing to ferve bimfelf and the . 
country, accepted the appointmenc , .\ 

From the days of the Marquis of Buckingham^ Mr.- 
Golry has ^cbibited himfelf, during a feries of viceroys, «i 
one. of the beft fervants of adminiftration,^ and has enjoyed 
a fucG^on of very lucrative places in the ordnance, reve* 
nue, and treafury. 

. But although Mr. Corry had thus in fbme degree, re« ■ 
Itnquiflied the love and applaufe of his countrymen for the 
fmiles of the court, and the emoluments of office, It ia yet • 
but juftto fay, that he was not, during feveral years, the . 
forward advocate of the ancient fyftem \ nor did he with 
theihamelefs zeal of moft profelytes, become either die 

flanderer 
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Amdor^ ^ t&e perfeentor of the pmf ^kb he dtRriedl 

Be bare lumieiF iritk a medneft and temperance which 

A&rmed refentmenti and preserved to bkh the regaurd and 

efteena of Aofe with wlkm he formerly aQied. In many 

inftances he Toted againft thenmiftcr on qneftions whicfat 

in his patriqtk dajff^ fite hri lapported i and in others, he 

-snodeftljr whhdrew on a dMBm^ m order to prefenre at 

Slice Ims plhce and fab oOi^iftencf. In the toe conteft 

b etw e en the coart and iheooantry partf, he has, however,'^ 

been an advocate for the coercive fjftem, and acceded to' 

AUthiffevcxd^UMri wluch were ekMiOed previonflf to die 

rebelKoik ■ :— . . 

Mn Con^f pcrlbnfitnttljf'y andhb countenance ex*- 

preffive cf ffMt and good ienfe; thofe fcenes of gaiety 

and diffi^adooin which part of lus juvenile dajs was fpent^ 

and wbicb coMribnted to gite to hb manners tfiat polifh 

whick we adkifire, have riibimprdTcd on his fiice fome' of 

the ifidisadons of the |pff.vfra»#. He b ftiH* nnnuaned, 

luHang hithopto febmed the traibmeb of wedlock^ and e»» 

jojred tbedelig^ of love in the Ids moral wayof a maft 

cf faibiott* 

There is not a more influendng fpeaker in the Iri(h 

Honfe of Cbihnions. flis voice b ftrongand mellow; 

£b diction correQ ; and hb fijie fluent* copious, mode- 

ratelj ornamented* and . always above mediocrity. On 

flM>ft tioplcs lie b aipaUe of fpeaking in a manner wluch 

alwaya^pfeafisx. and fboietimcsL inf^irnAs i bat ii isprinci- 

paDy upon (objeAs conneOed wfth. finance, revenue, or 

commefcq' tl&at he appears to the greateft advantage. To . 

thefe he feesitt.'chiefly to bsvvc direAed hb atUaMtion, and- 

in thefe lie has. acquired very e^cnfivc and nfi;fi4 know-^ 

lege* Indeed, wherever ,clearBefs and firengtb can re- 

comxp^d^ a fpeaker to hb anditory, Mr. Coiry b calcn« 

lated to command ajpplattfe* for hb underftandin^ b of the 

firft 
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firftdafi. Vtom MMguMtV^bo-de^ms Httte-sMi kk 
fiittcy is cither ficntef of brtefyreflotf Iii isUbUMf^ Hk, 
ki Jiif rpeechesare to b|i fouM feir.ef tiidfd flbwdbf whlth 
decorate tbebarren track of iDveftigafiOii, tar.lietettfftftft 
^•Id of drydifquifition. ; HisoTPliqlentsbotifift ih atrfSMt 
oefttnefi of diAiop^ iinpoibads^aDd filieoe^ of petiodii Idd 
well-judged arrangemcRt oimMtr, Thtft^ tddcifcd fl» ; 
correft aoLnatton of h» maiillttry . tbc^ rtaiid 'fidloeft Vif liSi 
voice, ^d the.effeft of af^odpeifoo, ^procoiSe rinr* liii 
opinions a great dc^ru of att^n^ota' «ad rcfpiAi 

It vas ibme time finct^ thrngbt fll&t Sir JohmPiAltii 
then Chancellor of the Irifh Exchequer would bo Vhiftd 
to the peerage, and Mr. Conry .apftoihted to'fiiMftd Mm. 
To the ChanceUohOhip Mr.iSoKry hli» ihdMl fbcetcBodi 
but to t|be regret df the people UJfdimjfi thfritto Q&teisk 
lor has received fbriiis public lervjiteft.* far diffbrcbf ftwMI 
from that which thej had affigaed hi|n«isbtt:0|ipaCtid» 
to an Union hat procured his difinifial ^^o(tA$ td whidl 
filr, Cony's more flexible pridfifiles \Avr.fMUt9i'hU 
appointment.. .*. '* •• ' • ■ - ' ' '• ' 



nij .". 



^Mft iMmftd'tHth (wtfranf lutt^st- He was, t b iyer av ! 
at lift itiattWdtA quit ffi« ktMriotbfpfdfeflion, ^here r«.: 
wtfd iki<Mfhe 6litafbed by <ii'e JBoft rig|d induft^. fitr 
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political adventure. Thoic profpeOs he has abundantly 
realized^ .having iiaifed hixnfdf ta bigjtx (x&qc^ andftiU 
^gher influence in the ftate, fpread his branches, over th^ 
laad^ and ftruck bis roots top deep in the foil.to.be fliakei)^ 
even by thofe dreadful dorms which have lately agitated 
Ireland. Such is his influcoce, that he is reported to have 
procured for himfelf, and. his various family, conneflions^ 
pijices, iaiariesy &c to the amount of ^ve 401P00L per 
annum I 

, For many years back, Mr. Beresfbrd has )ieen at the 
head of the Iri(h reveaucj in which /fiu^tion he is faid to 
have acquired and diiplay«d a very- profqupd and exten- 
five-knovlege, not o^ly of the afiairs of that department^ 
bur of the general commerce of the country. That he if 
a nun of bu&iefs, ^nd indefatigable induftry, .cannot be 
4enied'j and that he pofle^cs talents of £bme kiad^ is- fullf 
proved by the fuccefs whic^ has crowned his endeavours. 

The obtaining from parliament a fum of monefj - not 
left than halfamiUion, for. building, .under the name of a 
^uflom^houfej a. palace, part of which he himfelf was-to in^ 
habit^ eftabli(heS| beyond controyerfy^ the. extent of his 
power, and the fuccefs of his addrefs ; while the judicious 
ilifpofickms which he has made, as one of the commiflio- 
ners for widening the ftreetsof the capital, gives him an 
iadifpuuble titk to the praife of great foreGgbt and ikill. 

Of a longiiaGceffidn of viceroys, with a fingle exception 
•only^ Mr. Beresford is fuppofed to have had the ear j they 
have -been governed in agreat -meafure by his councils^ 
and they have xiot proved ungrateful to their advifer. 
The iafloenceof a man thus cxrcumftanced| muft necefla- 
iiiy have become exten£ivei it has accordingly iniinuated 
Jtiblf intoevery ^iepwtokcnt of the ftate, and given to that 
£imily a degnce of £kr6ngth which enables it aUnoft to die- 
:tM taany adminiftration. One viceroy atone (Lord Fitz- 
R william) 
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williain) has attempted, of late, to gorern without Che 
Beresferd^i and the confequeoce was, thaC he was drimt 
from t&e hehn. Had Lord Cofnwallis prefided as a cmt 
magiftrate, and thwarted their plans^ he too*, probablf^ 
trould haTe felf theii* power. 

Pofleffing focfa height, in: the council of the coootry, 
it is not to be fuppoftd that Mr. fi. ever attempts to quar- 
rel with a meafure recommended by adminxftration. In 
iaAt the BritUh cabinet is faid to recommend no projefti 
which has iiot, in the firft inftance, been approved by him 
and a lew other men of bnfineTs wha know- the cmiatry; 
The Celebrated commerchl propoikrons of Mr. Ordg in 
17859 however, form an exception. T&e alterations 
which were made b thofe propofitioas^ tft Eflgltfld» had 
)iotMr. BV previous concurrence; and tliough he at 
length reluAantly fopported them, they mifcarriedf as b^ 
'had very fagacioiifly preiaged* 

Akhough Mr, Beresford, and his family^ have id moch 
influetite in the Iriih adminiftratiodi he does not, perlb^ 
nally, ekert himfdf in tbr Hoiife in defending oriilppert- 
'Ibg the mealitres which he adviTes. He nevier fpeaks but 
on fotjeCbr relating tor^enue, or the bufinefs of the com- 
miffioners during the debates on Wide flreets. - Whenit- 
pelling the infinnations bf improper or corfupt eondoft^ 
with which he has been fometlmes hafifled, he fliieirt 
gfeat anxiety to convince, but his decIamaKoir is umm- 
paffioned. His voice is very clear/ and fnfficiently 
firohg, tmt it wants vatiety, and has no harmdny in its 
tones. His diction is mdeed fimple, but -not corre£^ and 
never rifes above the level of coUoqual converfiitioift. - 

Even his. political enemies allow Mr. •Befesibrd topoft 
fefs a very amiable private charafter; for he inuft becon* 
feflcd to be a good fnehd, father, and hiifband. In hk 

'.• "perffm^ 
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p«rfpQ» ^ is tall, and though now an old man| he is yc 
iBorid^ ettQf and bandibme* . . , 



RIGHT HONOURABLE JOHN FOSTER, 

aPIACBJir of rifS IRISH HOOSB OF COMMOMS. 

IF the pofieffion of « ftrong and corre A underftanding^ 
4nttch general knowtedge, and a profound acquaintan<)e 
with. the cooimercidi, .nannfaAuring, aQd agricpltural id^ 
terefis .t>£ hb oatWe countrj, conftitute a juft ground^tb 
refpcA^-ic » due to Mr. Fofter 4 for undoubtedly <me more 
able^ in point of mtelkA, or better informed in the very 
important inftances we have mentioned, is not to be found 
anHUQ the public men of Ireland. 

. John Fofter is the fon of the late Anthony, Lprd Chief 
Baron Fofter. He received his education at the imiTerfi* 
jty o£ Dablin, where he was contemporary with the late ex- 
cellent and accomplifiied "Chief Baron Burgh. In Micb- 
adroas term, 1 766, he was called to thelrifti bar,' while his 
father, the Chief. Baron, was yet on the bench.. To Mi^ 
Fofter, kw was but a nominal profeffion ; he applied hhn- 
felf to ofher ftudies, and no doubt had higher purfiut jjdi 
view, than the humUe fixation of a labouring baArrifter, or 
even the more dtgiiified one of 9Lpu^ni judge. He accord* 
ingly turned his* mind towsKrds ftatifticalenqniriea^; andio 
the moft dry anddiflkalt occupations, perhiq», in which 
the human mind can be .employed, he made a proficiency 
to which he now .owes his eliinnition to the moft honoura« 
ble iiffice which a commontr dm fill^ 

Ra Mr. 
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i/h, Foftw was returned to fcrvc in parliamenc for 
theboroughof Dunleer at the age of nineteen, wtslhort- 
\y after called to the .bar and at the fuccecding general 
eleAion was returned for the county of Louth, which he 
has fince continued to reprefent. On the laft eledion, he 
was called on by the citizens of Dublin but declined in 
confequence of the handfome manner he has always been 
returned to parliament by Louth. He fooi^ beetme at 
confpicuous for talents, as for knowledge. At that 
time, indeed, it was leTs difficidt to become emiaent in 
an Irifh Houfe of Commons than at prefent, becaufe the 
field for exertion being narrow, much talent, comptra- 
tiTcly fpeaking, was n^t called ferdi} fant is anjr iSfam- 
b\j of kgifkters, this man was i|uldified to fluiK; and 
in that of Ireland, the manly wifdom of hii if&eak 
of com laWa, a fyftem which he began to form fbortlf 
After his comkrg hato parliaoKnt, wtU giv« kmg celebrity 
give to hb name. From bemg miabte td fopply tmo- 
thirds of her people with bread, in 1770^ Wkcoofct/auKt 
'«f the operation of Mr. Fofter's plan, his couMi^ hm not 
-•nly become «qaal to iced Her infaabkantt witboot If big 
at the mercy vf other nations, fam aAoaHy 4q ca^mrtLgram 
tb the atnoudt of aoOfOdo/. anifually. 

After the agncuhnre of the ornntry, tlie next gmt ob- 
joft of "Mr. Foftjer wasthe Linen mamtfaOure, and tUt has 
•derived, from his zeal and lotellsgence, nearly eqtoudbteo- 
fit with sgrkuftnre ttfelf. His attention to it has 4>cen 
nnremined ; and the' regiihtaoos, firtnn time to tkttc^ id* 
trodnccd by hi^ advke, liave not oaly greatly «ttcreafcd 
the qnantity manii&fiurcd and eaipOrted, bul ftoared to 
Irilfa linens, in fbre'^n Countries, axharaiQseririiicli nuift» 
for many year^, operate poWerivUy tn thdr fwmn* 

During the very period in which Mr. Fofter was ren- 
dering to Ireland benefits fo importanti hb niMne wm not 

merely 
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morely odious, but even execrated amopg tbf populacet 
at leaft the popnlace of the aietropolis. This is not much 
to the credit^ of popular feeling ; but tSere are (bme cir* 
cumftances which may account for the fad^ notwithftand- 
ing that they certamly cannot jufti^ it. 

Although Mr.Fofter was thus laudably employed in 
idvancing ^e agriculture and manafa^res of the coun- 
try, he was always ftiendly to the cfiablilbiQg the indepen- 
^nce of the legiflature» and abrogating the unjuft reflric- 
tioBs, by which Great Britain had fettered the commerce 
•of Ireland. At that time^ toO| the manufaSurers of the 
•capital were either ftarring for want of employment, or 
Igept alive by elee^oofyn^ry contributions, ProtcQing du- 
ties for thcfe famiihed artifans wer^ called for, and Mr. 
Fofter pppofed .them with all his powers. It was natural 
that the hungry fhould bate the man who thus declared 
his faoftility to meases which was hoped would give them 
treadit The remote operation of lawa» however wife, the 
.faulfc of the nation could not forefee ; and even if they 
could fbrefee, it would not relieve the pr^ure of prefeat 
want, ortnable^he fan^ifl^ing vorkoiao to fatisfy th^|alb 
of nature.. 

Whatever Mr. Fo(ler*s merks, therefore, might be, the 
populace, re^foning fnom what was obvious, infteadof 
what VKi^s tentote, looked on him with deteftation; hi9 
having declared an opinion againft the utility of promot* 
i«g. Silk manufadlure, was another caufe which rsdfed 
him a bo(l of enen^ies. This prejudice continued fcr 
fevcral ypars. 

In 1 7814, Mr» Fofter was appointed Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; an office, for which his cbmprehenfive and 
methodical mind, added to bis ext^nfive knowledge of the 
refources. of the country, admirable fitted him. In 1785 
^e, bQwcver rcGgi^d the CbanccHorlbip, on being chofea 

fppakcj 
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fpeaker of the lioure of Commons, in which difp^tSed 
fltuation be has fmce continued. At the commeocc- 
ment of the late parliament, the friends of Mr. W. B. 
Ponfonby made a powerful effort in fupport of his preten* 
fions to the chair ; but they were anabte to couhterafl that 
influence which the experience^ talents^ and iirfbnnatjcm 
of Mr. Fofter defervedly gave him. He was acconffo^f " 
chofen then by a large majority ; and by the prefeot Roafe ' 
of Commons^ he was eleAed without oppofitton, moft'of ' 
the popular members Ua^ving feceded. 

The duties of this high oflice are difcharged by him 
with great ability. Deeply read in the law and privilege 
cf parliament, no incident occurs in which he is not able to 
gaideAeoMidirfkofthelioufe, while hispunaualityVloiVe 
of order, and good tiSt, giTC facility to bofiacTs, Md « de- 
corous elegance to legi&ative arrangements. 

As a politician Mr. Fofter fcems to haTC afted fteadily 
upon one principle, that of promoting^ to the utmoft of &is 
power, the interefts of Ireland, fo far as thofe intereftslKd 
not interfere with any of the interefts of Great Britain. 
Where a competition could exift, he was (aid to have 
uniformly been fwayed by the latter one, but the noble 
ftand which he has made to defend the liberty and inde- 
pendence of Ireland againft the Britifh minlfter ieems ca 
have given the lie to that aficrtion and proves him to 
have been a£tuated by a fpirit of genuine sgad enlighc* 
ened patriot ifm. 

In private life, Mr. Fofter is eafy and affable; difplay- 
ing the manners of a gentleman. His ftyle of living ii- 
magniHcent, and his relifh for improving infatiable, 
in this purfuit be has expended large fums of money, 
and his tafte and judgment is unequalled, hiis plantations 
at Coiloo ia the county of Louth are not inferior to any 
in Ireland, Mrs. Foftbr was created B^ronels Oriel ia 
ijpo, and Vifcountefs Ferrard in 1797. 
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CHARLES 3URN£Y^ M0SL EL F. R. S. 

THIS genflecoan, wherfe celebrity is equallj great in the 
Jherary and Ae mvfical world, is a native of ShrewOmry^ 
and .was 60m in 1726. He received the mdimeots of IiIb 
education at the free grammar fchool of tkat town, and 
4Bom^eted it at the public fchool of Chefter. At the lat* 
tor place he commenced his mufical ftadies, under Mn 
Bakeri orgaoift of thexrathedral^ who iwas a pigA of Or. 
Blow. 

He retvmed 10 Shrewsbury about the year 17419 and 
oottdnued the ftudy of mufic, under his half-brother« Mr. 
James fi^rney, who was an eminent organift and teacher 
of mufi^ in that town. 

In 1744 be fnet with Dr. Ame at €hefter, who per- 
ceiving his talents to be refpeflable^ prevailed upon his 
iriends to fend him to London. He continued to profit 
under the^inftrudtons of that celebrated matter fiill three 
years. lo 17499 he was elef^ed organift of St. Dionea 
bac&rchurcfa, Fenchurch-ftreeCi with an annual iaiary of 
only thirty pounds^; and the fame year was engaged to 
tjdtt the organ^-part at the i^ew concert eftablilhed at the 
King's-arms, Cprnhill, inftead of that which had been 
held at the Swan tavern^ burnt down the year before. 
At this time hecompoTed for Dniry-lane theatre the fyir 
lowing mufical pieces, viz. Robin Hood^ a comic opera 
by Mofes Mendez ; and Queen Mab, a pantomime 4 which 
bft had aflonifiiing fiiccefsi being played every winter for 
nearly thirty years. ' 

Beiog in an ill flate of health, which, in the opihion of 
his phyficians, indicated a confumption, he was prevailed 
upon to retire ipto. the country, Acconjlingly he went to 

"^ I-ynq. 



248 DR.VfTiafiT. r 

Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, where he was chofcn organift, 
with a falary of one hundred pounds a-ycan Here he 
continued nine years, and formed the defign of conrpiling 
his General Htflory of Muftc. 

In 1760, hia health being eftablifhcd^ be gbdtj rcltfn- 
ed €iii€e.mo«e to the metropciliay with a large fNid ;awig; 
family, and entered xxfotk his-profeflkn with an incieife: 
of profit and: rdputation. Hk eldeft daughter^ wko«l0' 
th«ti afaont eight years old^ obtained great notice in the. 
moScal werld by her aftoniihing perfarmancdi on tht. 
harpfichord. 

Soon after his arrival in London, he compofed feireraL 
much-admired concertos; and ui 1766 he brought out at 
Dntry^hae theatre a. tranflitioa of RooficaQ's.I>fviVf im 
^iHagfy which he had executed during his refidence at, 
Lynn. It had, however, no great fuccefl. » 

■ In 1769, he had ihehofnoeary degree of DoQor of Mvfic 
conferred upon htm by the naiverfitj of Oafordi 0m 
irhkh occafion he performed an exercife in the mufical 
&booi of that eniverfity. This exercife, confifting of aa 
aothem of great lengthi with an overtuie, airs^ recitatftcty 
itfKi.chorufes, was fcveral times afterwards pcrformfdl «t 
the Oxford mvfic meetings ; and, under the direAicn* 
Qf the famous Emanuel Bach, in St. Katherine's churdv 
tiamburgh^ 

The year following he travelled through France uA 
Italy^ as well with a view to improvement in his proleBin 
on, as to coUe£k materials for )m\v(ttnAtd ISfhty rf Mi^^ 
^ obie£l which he had feldom out of hie mind, from the 
time he firft conceived the idea of fuch a wcnrk. In 17 7 1, 
hepubliOied his " Mufical Tour 5 or. Prefect State o£ 
Muik in France aod Italy." This work was very well 
received by the public, and is fo good a model for travel- 
lers to keep their journals by, that Dr. Johnfiin profiEfled- 



]f ft4ofited it %f>hk #bw U Vlfited Ihe Hebrides. Speak- 
i»g .0f hj$ owft bdofc, ^ I had,'' faid the doftor, <« tbar 
<< d^vfT dog Qwrfi^f . Mofical Tour in my eye." 

In 1772, be tmvcllcd through the Netherlands, Genna^' 
ny^ svid Holland^ aod Id the c«urfe of the next year he 
poMKhed %D a«ouRt of kk journey . in two voiiinies offta- 
VO). The: iimf. jfcar ha mm alfo^ jeleAed Fellow of the 
Roy»l Society. 

in 17769 app««ed the &rft ^olutne in quarto of hio 
<< Central Hiftory of Mttfic** The remaining vokimeo 
of thi« very elaborate and imelligent work were poUiibed 
at irregular perioda; and the five, of which it now con« 
fiftsp weve Qol.completod ttU Uieycar 1789. 

In T779» at ^ dcfire of Sir John Prinze, Dr» Borhey 
drew up for the Philofophical TranfaAions <' An Ac<!oanlf 
of Little Cbotch, the Infant Muficlan, now Profefibr of 
Mafic hi the Uoiverfity of Oxford.'' The grand mnfieal 
foftifal ia liA^t ia commemoration of Hamdbl, held in 
Woftminftor ahhfy» ma coBfidered.«s deierving of a par* 
ticttlar memoir \ the hiftorian of mnfic was fixed dpon a9 
the moft proper pet fon to draw it up. Accotdingly, the 
fftme~y€ar» a fp^ndid voliuae waa pnbliflied by Dr. Bar** 
ney, tn qoartOf for the benefit of the mofical fond: In 
thia work the.Do^r difi^yed eminent talents «a a bio- 
grapher ; and the Life of Handel is one of the iew good 
memoirs which exift in our language* 

Iii 1796, he publiihed the «< Ufo of Metaftafio,** in 
three volnmiest ofi^vo \ but thia performance wants thM 
^^rrangfment and judicious feleAion which cfaarafforize his 
former publications. Befides thefe prodoftions,. Dr« 
Bumey wrote *« The Cunni^g^^ Man j^' ^ An Eflky towards 
a Hiflory of Comets i^ « Plan of a PuUip Mu^ SchotH^"^ 

&C.&C. . ' / - ' 

His 
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• His mufical works, in addition to thofe already menti- 
ofied, are : Sonatas for two Violins and a Bafs, two parts. 
Six Cornet Pieces, with an introdu£lion and Fague for the 
Organ*' A Cantata and Songs. Six Dnets for two Ger- 
man Flutes. Six concertos for Violins, &c. in eight 
patts. Two Sonatas for a Piano Forte^ Vtolia -and Vio- 
iQitcello, two parts. Six Harpfichord Leflbns ; && &c. 

Dr. Burney has been twice married, and has had eight 
children, of whom feveral have manifeflcd very Ibperior 
abilities. 

His ddeft daughter was celebrated for her extraordU* 
nary mufical powers. 

The fecond, Madame D'Arblat, is nnirerfaliy iauxwit 
and admired as the author of Evelina^ Cecilia^ and 
Camilla. 

The eldeft fon, James, failed round the world with 
Captain Cooke, and afterwards commanded the ■ Briflfil, 
of 50 guns, in the Eaft-Indies : he has publifhed iomc. 
judicioiss trads on the. beft means of defending our ifland 
againft an invading enemy. 

• The fecond (on, Charles Burnet, I1L.D. i$ matter 
of a refpcAaUe academy at Greenwich, and well known 
in the learned world by his profound knowledge of the 
Greek language, and his mafterly claffical crfticifms in the* 
Monthly Review. 

For many years DoAor Burnet redded in the houfii 
(No; 36, St. MartinVdreet, Leicefter-fields) formerly 
occupied by Sir Ifaac Newton ; during the laft ten he has 
inhabited an elegant fuit of apartments in Chelfea college, 
vrhcre he enjoys a handfome independency. He ftill 
fpends feveral hoqrs every day in his library, which is 
ftored with a great variety of valuable and curious books^ 
inany of them collected during his travels. 

D.W. 
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WIUlA&LH£RSCH£L,LL.p. F.R.S. 

» . 

THIS couotry ba$ the hixseEt right to eorol the fubjeft 
of the prefcnt article in the Dumber of her ornaments, as 
bis extraordinary abiliciet have been brought into a^ion,, 
flrengthened, and properly dh^fiGUdj under the aufpices of 
the Britiih foveragn* 

Dr. Wiiitem Hcxfcbd is a native of Hanover, and was 
born Novfoaber 15, 1 738. He was the fecond of four 
iam^M^mhotif^ were brought up to their father's pro-. 
fifioVy filwcib was that of a mufictan. In* addition to . 
tibcfe, Mr. Herchcis fenior, bad two daughters; and, 
AtrtSotef burdened with fo large a family, and in a poor. 
country too, it is not at all a matter of wonder that the 
education which he beftowed on his children was. but 
fcanty. Finding, however, in William a lively and inquir 
fitive genius, beyond what appeared in the other fpps, he. 
gave him the advantage of a French maAer, under whom 
He made .41 rapid progrefs in the attainment of that lan- 
guage. Luckily,, the tutor had a metaphyfical bead, and. 
fo fond was he of his favourite ftudy, as well as thofe 
branches of fociety which are connected with it, that he 
was defirous of makJng his pupil acquainted therewith. 
From this worthy man young Herfchel gainecLa tolerable 
knowledge of logic, ethics, and metapbyiics; and his at- 
tainments therein excited in his mind a ftrong and infati-^ 
able thirft for leari>ing^ with the commendable refolutioa 
of exerting himfelf to the utmoft to improve his flock of 
intellectual treafures. Thefe, indeed, were all his inheri- 
tance, except a mufical inftrument, and fome manufcript 
mufic. With this flprei unpromifing as it was, our ad- 
venturer bade adieu to his native country while the, flames 

of 
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of war were fpreading around it, and arrived in LondoOi 
in the year 1 759. Here he was loft in the crowd of can- 
didates for employment, and we may well fappofe that his 
fituation in a ftrange country, without friends, and in but 
indifferent circumAancet, onuft have been both painfbVand 
irkfome. Mr Herfchel had not only a fteady hot a virtue 
ous mind. Hereby he was enabled not only to bear up 
with fortitude againft di(appoiqtmentS| bot ta perfieven 
with alacrity in improving himfelf inan occapation^wUck 
hardly Teemed to promife him a comfortable fubfiftence. 

Finding but little profpeA of fucceeding to his wifli m- 
the metropolis, he prudently refolved upon going into the 
country ; where mufical profeflbrs being few, the chattte 
offuccefs muft be the greater. After ▼iffiing <lifitrtat 
places in the north of England, his good fortune brought 
him to Halifax, where an organift being wantedi his merits 
were tried, and he procured the appointment. Here he 
alfo taught mufic with approbation and profit. The love 
of learning ftill prevailed, and at this phice he devoted- Us 
fpare hours to the ftudy of the languages, begtnniiig wkh 
the Italian, on account of its intimate conneAion with his 
profeiiion. From the Italian he proceeded to the Lttio^ 
in which he made an eminent prdgrefi. He then:at» 
tempted the Greek, but after a little application he aban« 
doned the ftudy of this language^ confideriog it as too dry 
and abftraded for his purpofe. 

In thefe purfutts Mr. Herfchel was entirely felf*tanght ; 
and he holds out, in confequence, an excellent and perti-i 
nent example to thoie young peribns whofe education has 
been circumfcribed within common limits, through the 
penury or n arrow-mi ndednefs of their friends.- 

A determined heart, and perfevering ap[$iicatioD^ we 
fee from this inftance, will overcome obftaicles that arc 
apparently infurmountablc. 

Bu( 
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Bot. it wfts not to the dead and living languages only 
that Mr. Herfchel bent his ardent and refolute mind. He 
attempted to gain a knowlege of the moft abftrufe fci- 
ences. His firft effort was to make himfelf maftcr of the 
theory of harmonies ; and it is obfervable^ that the book 
which he made choice of for this purpofe, was no other 
'than the profound and intricate treatife of the learned Dr. 
Smith upon that fubje£V. He got through this work, 
however, without any afliftance ; and fo great was the 
pleafure which he derived from it, that he refolved upon 
fiudying the other branches of mathematical learning. 
He began with Algebra, which he foon maftered ; thence 
be proceeded to Euclid, and fo on to Fluxions. The 
{[round-work being thus laid, the ftudy of the other fcien^ 
ces became eafy. 

. His fituation at Halifax Was fnvotirable to his gramma- 
tical and mathematical purfuits ; and it is well that he thus 
laid in a thorough ftock of found knowlege in what 
may be called his retirement. In 1766 be exchanged this 
place for one of a very different defcription, being ekQed 
orgahift.to the O£^ogon chapel at Bath. Here he entefed at 
once upon a great round of profeffional bufinefs, per- 
forming at the rooms, theatre, oratorios, and public and 
private concerts, befides having a great number of pupils. 
In fuch a hurry of employment, and in the immediate cir- 
cle of luxury and amufcmcnt. Very few mcin of Mr. Hcrt 
chfsl's profeffion and age would have found time to pur- 
fue ftudles feemingly fo unprofitable and uninterefting as 
mathematics. 
So fer, however, from relaxing in his fcientific fiiidies, 

he purfued ihcm with increaCng ardour, and after a day 
of hard labour, he commonly retired at night to his ma- 
thematical booksj. aod ff ent manjr boors in an unwearied 

- attcn- 
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attention to the moft, abftnife qoeftions in geometry and 
.fluxions. 

In the Ladies^ Diary, for 1 7809 appeared an elegant and 
profound anfwer by him to a very difficult prize^ueftioif» 
refpe^ting the vibrations of a mufical chord loaded in the 
middle with a fmall weight. 

About this time his ftudies were chiefly direAcd to op* 
tics and aftronomy. The pleafure which he had experi- 
enced from viewing the heavens through a two-ieet Gre- 
gorian telefcopei which he borrowed at Batbj made him 
defirous of pofleffing a complete fet of afllronomieal inftfd- 
ments. His firft objeft was to get a larger telefcojpe ; and 
being ignorant of the price at which fuch inftruments are 
ufualiy charged, he defired a friend in London to buy one 
for him: This gebtlemaui furprifed at the fum demanded 
for the telefcope, declined porchafing it till he had inlbr* 
med Mr. Herfchel of the circumfl:ance. Our aftronomer^s 
aftoniflimcnt was equal to that of his friend's ; but inftead 
of dropping his purfuit, he formed what many woud have 
regarded as a moft romantic refolution^ that of making a 
ielefcope for himfclf. He did not content himfelf with a 
fpeculative ideajbut from the fcanty inftrufKons he cobld 
gather out of optical treatifes, actually fet about thfa ardo- 
ous undertaking. Difappointment fucceeded diiappoint- 
ment ; but all this only ferved to a£l as a ftimulus to hit 
ardent mind, and at length his perfeverance was crowned 
with fuch fuccefs, that, in 1774, he enjoyed Che ezquBfiite 
fatisfafiion of beholding the heavens through a Bve-feet^ 
Newtonian refledor of his own workmanihip. Oiirmck 
dern Galileo did not refl: at this attainment, great as it 
was, but with a laudable ambition, fet about mkking ib- 
firuments of a greater magnitude than had hitherto beeti ' 
known. After conftrufting thofe of feveri^ and even ten ' 
/eet, be thought of forming one not lefs t;han double the' 

hitter 
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Utter fize. So great was his pati^ocCi to deterchined his 
perfeverence, that in perfefling the parabolical figure of a 
feveDp>ieet telefcopc» he did not make left than two hun* 
dred fpecula before he obtained one that would bear any 
power that was applied to it. 

While he was thus laborjoufly employed in hrs mathei 
matical purfuits, he did not negleA thie immediate duties 
of his profeffion. Yet fo much did his new occupation 
engage his mind, that he bat frequently ftolen from the 
theatre or the concert-room to look at the ftars, and then 
return again in rime to bear hi9 part among the mnfical 
performers. Thir conftaocy to Urania was at length moft 
hoontifiiUy rewarde<}, by the difcovery of a new planet in 
jQOr fyftem, to which he gave the name of Georghtm 
Sidus^ bjBC. which linreigB afbronomers have generally 
pamfieA HerfdeL 

'tkit importanf , difco? ery was made in the night of the 
13th ofMarcby 1781. It w;is by no means a mere acci« 
datal drcujnftancf which favoured our aftronomer wttH 
the view of this planet *, but the refuU of ai regular, patient^ 
and fcientific chain of obfervations. When be firft faw it^ 
jie was 6ot qoite certain that it belonged to our fjftem ; 
bat a dofk^ enquiry enabled him to afcdrtain with cxa£^ 
nefi iti planetary diik, as well ad its amotion. . 

This difcovery was communicated the fame year' to the 
Royal Society ; and in confequenci; of it> Mr. Herfchdl 
tim unanimpufly elected a member, and had the annHidi 
gold medal beftowed upon him for hb fervice to the in^ 
terefts of fcience. 

. The year following his Majefty took him under his im:* 
mediate patronage, and conftituted him his aftronomer, 
Irith a handfome penfion. On this he quitted' Bath and 
his.mufical inftrmnentt^ and went to live at Slough near 
Windlor, at a houfe appointed for him by his royal maften 

Here 



956 i^lEl. H6ILSCHEL. 

: Here he was ebaUed t& carry on Iiis pfojeAs with vi' 
{Our, aod thoTe which had hitherto failed of (ticcefi; trerc 
now brought to perfeAtoei. While at Bath, he had form- 
ed, the bold fcheme of conftruAing a telefcope of thirty 
feet, and actually made feveral trials to carry his ob]^ 
into effeO. But thongh he failed there, fince hh refidence 
at Wtndfor he has far exceeded this defign, and completed 
in inftrument of no lefs than forty 4 The trregularittes in 
the fpeculumi and the impoffibllity of rendering the parts 
of fo eoorflooiae an inftrument as this oiathematicaHy ex* 
$£tf faanre Mtherto prevented his being able to make any 
a£hial obfervations with it. It is a vulgar error, tbiit the 
difcoveries of Dr. Herfchel hftve been occafioned by the 
enormous magnityhig power oThis tekfcdpe; (be ft& Is, 
f^ no fuch large power Ss neteitary, or nfeflit i and that 
all Dr. Herfchers difcoveries have been'n^e with rei» 
fleAors of from ten to twetaty feet, and with jpdwers of 
from fixty to three hundred. His -difcoveries are to be 
afcribed to his laudable perfeverance, and not to the fee 
of his great telefcope,^ which Ss rather an objeA of curiofity 
than of utility. 

in 1783 he diibovered a volcanic mountain in the fflOon» 
and in 1787 made farther obfervations upon that phineti 
and found two others therein, which emitted fire fitna 
their fummits. la profecuti og his enquiries refpeding his 
own pbinet (if we may be allowed fo to exprefi ourfelvet, 
lie hat difcovered it to be fttfroiinded with rings, and to 
have fix fateliicea. 

For all thefe important additions to the flock of natioilid 
•knovliege, our ailroAOmer had the honour of i^ixeiving 
from the univeriity of Oxford the degree of a DoAor' idf 
Xaws ; which is the inbre credit«(ble> as that learned bod^ 
is very fparing of its academic honours ttpta peribal who 
have not been educated within ita walls. 

Dr. 
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of his papers are ^mw^^^^^ic^ll ^^ imhmhsmvimi 
.a few Ihcdd cQii)ofttu»t re^^fdiog ike fiiAi juid at|ier pla- 
ji«lai7 iMittea, ndiich would tardly tew b^i| <fimii«d tnm 
A )e6 MovniKte Qbfermr. 

. in liis i^Qa0qi40fyi puifitils tht doAor is nuktpn^ <^ 
, filled by his fiftcr* MiA CuOmi ilcffebel» who b» diftio,. 
rguiOifid berfidf gtOAtly Ji]i .berfipplictiioa Jo #iit fuUime. 
iludy>^ and has, commufiifatMi tp tbo U^pi S^ciaty £mw 
^Miy (i^iMOUs r^fttita «f cMMWitioiu«ia4i bjF iur vimb liie 
Iftafi^anbs.. 

t Ek. ttarfehal ^a^gjqaan^f.imaffiutiiiig iiiiiWMn^ « :4m^ 
<uunmoii««liirf> aoA^ jilraiiiQ^ Mo^ttnton} andaiijqyftliMit 
•vigour of '.caoftilutioft vludi.- ia fd cflisntid «r an «|baiMv 
iniojdoMbii^iar w aoUmat* Ukolhatof Enghiid. Itinay^f 
^ hoped, that bis naoM «iO m|diiae jv Jong as tht ^kamfff 
ff&mnj to illuftrate which he has deroted his life. 



SIR NASH GROSE 

^ 1^ fL mmismof Loodm^ wd i^ V.£imrd.afo6, S<i|; 
Being defigaadifor #beliar, t^ >iaaa ^aiilitfli of Tiig|Cola% 
lon» jn Taiaitflf Urant # ^56. b a ih«rt tyiithr iS&roira-* 
<cd »wfy«%efflBhte q^ofatfooal ahilkitSy and tjhMifttd « 
ohaaador iffaidiffeMi faocuaed bkn aa-iiitaiillae Aatt jot 

A6er 4baut «igbc ^^wr^ffsBke asa |»vtftari iM^MOi 
caIled4o .||fe degnetvof fiaa^e^t, and hci4g.oanfid«aAaa« 
found lawyer, on the deceafe of that moft reijpedUld^ 4iaii 

S the 
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the late patriotic Serjeant Glynn, he took' the lead in the 
•court of Gomnion Pleas. Mr. Grofe had the happrineis of 
vniting what very few attain, the talent of a fpecial pljeader 
with a confiderable portion of eloquence; 
- . In 17S7, without the mtervention of great friends, pow-«- 
.crful alliances^ or parKanientary intereft, he was raifed to a 
"feat in the court of King's Bench, of whiqh he is now the 
-Ihlrd judge : and foon after this promotion his maje% con- 
ferred the honour of knighthood upon hioi. 

In his judicial capacity^ he has condudted hhnfelf to as 
to avoid refledion or reproBch ; and this, in the prefeht 
times, evinces nafbiall degree of integrity. Being entirely 
vnconneded with political parties, he cannot reafonabfy 
^ope tq fucceed to the Chief Jufticefliip of either, of the 
-courts, and therefore has no odier olged in view-but todifi- 
^nfc jufiice with credit to himfelf and advantage to the 
. publtc; for he is now arrived at what to hin may be looked 
OB as the »/ fltts ultra ^ his profeffion* 



MR. KEMBLE 

IS brother to the celebrated adrefs^ Mrs. Siddons> and 
,the^eideft fon of Mr. Roger Kemble, who was many years 
manager of an itinerant company of comedians. 
- When a boy, Mr. K. ufed to appear on his father's ftage 
•in fuch charafikers as fuited his age, but was not by him do-^ 
£gned.fior a theatrical life* The KemUe family are cadio- 
lie, and the old gentleman placed his fon John at a Roman 
Cjithc^c, academy in Staffordfbire.i whence he was fent to 
tht Englifh college at Douay^ in order to be qoaUfied for 
the church. ^ 

WhUe 



MR. KEMBLE. 259 

While therc^ -he was equally noted for the ftreAgthof his 
memory^ ^'nd admired for his happy mode of delivery. 
* But being at length tired of the college trammels, hefor^- 
fook his ftudies^ and returned to England, before the age 
of twenty, without his father's confent. Having landed at 
Briftol, he walked to . Gloucefter, where hearing that 
the company was at Brecknock, h€i proceeded thither, but 
met with- a cOol .reception ; his father, indeed, aSually re- 
fufed to relieve him ; but the adots generoufly affifted him 
with money, by way of fubfcriptiOn, to which his father> 
according to a report, which we truft is unfounded, was 
with difficulty perfuaded to add a guinea ! 

On this, he returned to Gloucefterihire with his pittance^ 
and joined Chamberlin's company, with whbm he made 
bis firft efl^yon the ftage of a fmall town in that county. 
His profits from this were feanry and his diftrefs greats 
which fonoetimes involved him in rather ludicrous fituati* 
ons. 

; Kemble^s chief fault feemed to be an unaccountable neg*^ 
iigence, but he was ftill looked on as a rifing a3or« In 
hopes of pr,v>curing more profit and reputation than his pre- 
fent fituation afForded him, he joined with the manager of 
Cheltenh m theatre, in order to give. a mifcellaneous en- 
tertainment. Young Kcmble was to ledure, and his part- 
ner to entertain the company with Jlight-of-band tricks ! 
Kemble obtained great credit by his eloquence, but neither 
of them gs^ned much money ; and we have only to lament, 
that fuch men fliould have beeo reduced fo low by the 
frowns of the fickle goddefs. 

After this^ our theatrical hero joined a company at Wor» 
cefler, where he remained until his ftfter introduced him 
to Mr. Younger ; froni which time he gradually improved, 
until he obtained a high d^ee of emtneoce in his profef<^ 
iipn. 

S 2 About 



About An period be pnoduMd '< Belifaritis'^ a tsrtgo- 
dy, and * poem calle* "^ The Pfclaoe of ftfercy.'V 

From Yoitngei^s company be fpaft introduced to diai of 
Mx^ Wilkmfofl, at York ; who being appointed managet 
at Edinburghr took him akmg witb him ; there he- waawelt 
recetvody and delivered, a ledfms on aratoryj which gained; 
htm rqwtaijon as a mad of letters^ 

Mr.Kembloplajicd,mD^brmtn I7»2» a« Smocb-aliejF 
^Kfilre, and flioe ee d e d admiraUjs particutarty in Jephfta'a 
« Cbunt of Narbornie.** Bifc fiflcp foo» aftv-procuped biea 
an.eng^emant at Driirj^bme tlnnrtrei 

His firft appearance » tkei metropdfe was m fHmitt^ 
apd but few fiift appearances, in Londoft have- grven greater 
fetisfaciutir Hit folomB demeanor and njrieoF acuug arc 
admitai^iuitedtothecbanifittr. Behas often r e pea te d ity 
b|it fl^ays in an improved ftate; and bis HPamletis now, 
perfaapSy at feiiflied a portrait as any on the ftage^ Smce 
that period he has performed a great variety of tragic cba- 
radecs^ alunqps idpefbUy, and fometimes with acbxmr- 
lodged cMcdlfi&ce. 

' His. perfim^ aS^m^ anddepoptnDent, joined to a diiEtnd 
and c^aScak utterance, lit h^ particulariy for k tragedisR. 
Tbopadutie compTainis of Jhfller are^ however, delivered 
witb tprpovy nor is bis lioiee equa] to die burfls of rage in 
Richard; or Majsbetbw In the lover be is aHb defeOive ; 
bnlin the dei|MM of Bevtrijv diejeatoufy of Otbello, and 
the MMpiicead^ o^^oya^ Jbhn, Ke is peettliarfy fetce&AiT. 
HiS great' fault is the always aiming at* being origtnat, in 
which he frequently fails; but yee in thofe attempts he 
foflMCiaiea ftrilQ»a out new beauties. Otttfaewfaole^ he is 
oaeof the firft performers of Aeprefent day. <^ 

. iitti Kem^ bas produeed a iafDe ciOted the ^ Ptcjeas,'* 
and baa altered BicberfbiF's comedy of ^^ 'Th VFeQ it^s no 
Worfe'', into a ftrce called the ^ Panned as wellaa 

Ixmvet's 



Lmvefs « Ijodeiftai" kefcas aUb fitted the iiM :|^y of 
^ 1.0(r(in4liaii]rMa&8'*iforthe4aadcfn Aflge. 

Oft Mr» King's ^iHktiiig Ac fntHMigeoMnt ef DMy 
Mr. Kemble was appoiitted ImHi tmctS^thr ; feat it is cdrtain 
4lhciank tuMkrhis contM^ «nil fM toif rnoctAAili.this^ 
lionre^vciS may fee sHtribotod fiardjr ito «f(aiit <if tiftc ia the 
itowii^ iHSd ftnl J t# wane ^'CO«iil«aanoe>in « •cervix ^iiar- 
^cr$ lQrlfe«fi«re% pbfleJEsa A^iakflbBmifiifite tojiidge 
49f «cl¥ !^»e% <aad:a AtScitt* kiovdoge of ifac ftage to 
e^t 4qp fiich as«re ^old ifi*^ fecft fliantier. 

Afr. fiMMbk«iarritkl the widow of the kite Mr. Brerclotu 
It is laidibat^be daii^hterof a deoeaftd MbiiaUkr of ftate was 
ftrongly attached to him, which coining to the fa^^*$ cia»^ 
ht p& t Mm lf <aktti^(fktmc df 3C»oo4 m tondita^ii he 
wbaM flMiry^ itiMilediateljs «ny hdy te^iised. He atecotd- 
ia^ iteflrUs ie^ oft Mrs. Btdttton^ mi ikvm^k&krei to 
hifhUf ^'c6v£itnkic feteeCcai'of fertunl^ and ^moA sk- 
cattentiifife* 



WISS SEWARD^ 

THISIhdjr^ foiStM kHowdi and fo mvcb ftSptSt^iia 
•ahte iittraky worlds is tbc Only ^a^glker of the ivmrend Mr. 
StfMU^ veAdr t>f £yaai|t in Oetliyikirei prebisndaiyW 
<binbn^refidelitiary iDf Licchfietd 

Being aUsfitker fetnTdf; fee "was fond^^i'^I^ic fe«i daugii. 
«rr « tfAt ioi kettera> ifNtftrcularly p^try ; Hod at tite early 
age bf ttirde]fwsAie'ooid4it)ptet^L'AU^ 
md at ifttKflfe^coiiM recite she tkre^ftrftbo6 
^fe 1.0ft wtA fpirit lifil ^opriet^i Abtmt sbelaiaoege 
4» to|)«irii«cd ti^enil <«f Ibe 
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But her mother not approving this turn for poetry, per-^ 
faaded her to relinquifh h^r literary purfuits; (he ftitl) how- 
ever, indulged now and then in her beloved occupation, 
and facrificed by.ftealth to the mufes. • 

A friend of the family happening to doubt whether the 
poems (hewn as her's had not received fome paternal affift- 
ance, he called one evening when he knew her father was 
abfent, and requefted the young lady to favour him with a 
few lines on any fubjed,' adding ^< Let me write a ftanxa„ 
*' and you finifli it j" 1ie accordingly indited one, and left 
her 2 on the fucceeding morning (he prefented him wttb 
fome verfe^, which convinced him of her merit and his Qwn 
injuftice« 

On the death of an only and beloved fifter, which hap- 
pened a few years after, (he wrote an Elegy as flie was fit- 
ting in the garden* Other poems flowed rapidly frqm.her 
pen ; and becoming acquainted with the late Lady MiHer^ 
of Bath-£a(lon, fhe was a frequent and fuccefsful candi- 
date for the prize bef):owed at that villa. 

Her firft regular publication was a I^eautiful Elegy on the 
death of Captain Cook, which, with an ^^ Ode to the 
Sun" (a Bath- Eafton prize poem), were publifhed in quar- 
to (1780). In th^courf^ of the next year, fhe compofed 
a *' Monody** on her friend Major Andr6. Thefe two 
produ£tions induced Dr. Darwin to fa'y, that (he was the 
inventrefs of " epic elegy.** Since that period, flic has 
written ** A Poem to the Memory of Lady Miller;'* 
** Xouifa," a poeticahnovel ; an Ode on ^* Gen. Elliott 
return from Gibralur ;" and " Llangollen Vale.*' 

Mifs Seward has alfo diftinguilhed herfelf as a tranflator^ 
for (he has clothed one of the moil elegant of the Latin^ 
poets in an Englifh drefs, having prefented the public with 
a new verfion of feverat of the Odes of Horace. .Tlicjf 
have been thought fomewhat too diflFufe, but are allowed |a 
exhibit proofs of a claifigal tafte and fine imagination. 

EARU 
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EARL OF CLARE, 

lORD HIGH GHAKCELLOR OF IRELANp^ 

WHETHER we confidcr the importance fcfulring froth 
official fituation, or that which great aftivity^ confiderabie 
talents, aad indefatigable zeal, always attach to thetr po^ 
feiibr^ this nobleman is certainly the fifft man in; the triik 
adminiftration. Whatever maybe the fate ofihis unhappy 
country, fo far as that fate is influenced by the prefeht con- 
teft, it itiayl>e fairly attributed to his wiftlom or to hi^ weak* 
nef^, to his firmnefs or to fai$ folly. 

Lord Clare, althougli now occupying the higheft law^ 
cilice ffi Ireland, and' pc^ffing almoft unlimited influence 
in its cc^uncils, cannot boaft a long line of noble ancefiors. 
• He is removed but two degrees from a man in an humble 
walk of focipty, whpfe life m^s diftingui&ed only by a gra* 
dual trandtion from extreme poverty to an honourable com* 
pctency, and that too acquired by ufeful induflry, which 
at that period to a perfon in his iituation profeffing the Ca- 
tholic religion was not an eafy matter. 

With the change produced in the circumftances of the 
family, a change (eems to have.aHb taken place in its creec*^ 
fbr while yet a very young man, we find the late Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, his lordlhtp's father, a ftaunch and zealous prbtef- 
tant. It is faid, however, that he was originally deflincd 
to officiate at a Catbdic akar, and that he had afikually re- 
ceived the education which was confidered neCeflary to fit 
him for that fkrion. If this account be true, ic is at leafl: 
certain that either the maturity of his judgment, of a change 
in his views, ibon made him recant his errcrsi fot he wat 
yet in early life, wh^n he was called tO the Irifh bar, to 

"W^WcJ^ 
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which catholics were then iAadmiffible, and at which be af- 
terwards beeame a highly efteemed and fuccefsftil pleader. 

During that period, tht btifinds of the courts was mo- 
nopolifed by a few eminent barrifters : but the. talents and 
the induftry of Mr. ("itzgibbon forced him forward in fpite 
of envy^ and in a few years he hknftlf became one of ihofe 
wbO) in fome rdpe^) ckiniad all the honours and the eno- 
himeiits of the pciofeffionw So (uccefsf ol mdeed was be, that 
in die courfe of a life fliet uncommonly longr he ie (aid to 
have realiftda fortune of nearly 8000/i per annum. 

Of tbis gendeman. Lord Qare is the mt^ furWving foo. 
A profeffien in which the father had been fo (accefifel was 
naturally chofen by him far a favourite child. He was ac- 
cordingly eatered at aa early age a ftudent of the tmiverfity 
^Dublin, where ha was comemporary with feme of the 
moft celebrated men who have diftinguiflied tbemfelves in 
m\\ the recent and important tran&Siops^ that have occorred 
in Ireland^ fuch as Mr« Grattan, Mr. Fofter the prefeot 
fpeaker of the Iriih Commons, kc. He is jet remeaiber- 
#d by fomeof the old members of that feminary^i on account 
of the abiUty and induftty which even then marked hia 
chai:a£ker. ' 

Having completed his courfe of collegiate ftudies, and 
kept his terms at the Temple, he was at length called to^ 
the irifli bar, with advantages poflefied by Jew at the out^ 
fet of lile, and thefe were fupportcd by ahigi) charafter^ and 
u/arttme which,^ even independent of any encreafe from thp 
fuccefs of ferenfic labours^ fecured to him fomething in£U 
llitely beyond a competence* AAucnce, however, did not 
produce in Mr^ Fitogibboa what is too commoaly its efitft 
«fi the yottti^fid miild-«-aii iivlotent apathy. His afiduity 10 
profefflof^l purfttits was not exceeded by any of his rivals at 
the bari and though there was no man who drank more 
deeply of the cup of pleafwPCi yet Few toiled through more 

bufiBcfey 
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t)ufinefi», or in the difchargeof it difplayed more of that af:- 
curary of knowledge which is the refalt only of attentive 
induftr/^* 

It was by, the obfervance of a rule of life which none but 
ftroaj minds have ever prefcribed to themfelve$, namely, 
^^ to fuffer no portion of time to pafs without filling it either 
with bufinefs or with pleafure,'* that Mr. F; was enabled to 
unife thofe generally incompatibk purfuits. With fuch ap^ 
plicatioo, and with talents certainly above the common le- 
vel, tbbugh perhaps hr belov^ that at which his friends 
would place fhem;, he feon rofe to eminence. 

In the Houfe of Commons, of which he became a mem* 
ber l(bortly after his call to the bar, by the operation of this 
principle, aided by a kind of eloquence, which, though 
it was neither vefy brilliant nor very perfuaflve, yet beiog 
accompanied by a certain 2&r ^ confident fuperiority, a con* 
ilderable effedi was produced; and he was^ foon efteemed 
one of the moft efficient (iipporters of the party he erpoufed. 

Without affe£Hng popularity at aqy time, he launched 
into political life^ uninvited and unbought, the partifan o£ 
the court, and the profeiTed contemner of the /rg/Z^nvAif^tfA- 
gtis : in this fentiment has has been wonderfully corifillent; 
From his firft entrance he has not, in one fingle inftance, 
Aarted from the track before him. His condu<^ has been 
naarked by an unvaried and uniform fupport of the firiulh 
cabinet, and ian avowed^ perhaps a revolting contempt, for 
the principles, motives^ and objects of what has been called 
the popular party. 

He bad- not been long in parliament, before the calami* 
ties brought upon Ireland by jtfae continuance of the Ameri* 
can conteft, rendered it neceflary to feek, in an enlargement 
of her commerce, forfome remedy agalnft a generalbank-' 
ruptcy» The Comonons, urged by the cries oF a fami&-> 
inig people^ caQedfor what was Aen denominated ^' a free 

« tradc,^*^ 
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'^^ traded and Mr. F. much to his honour, did not opfflj\ 
the application. The defencelefs ftate in which the king- 
<3pm had been left, by drawing off the troops to fervc on a I 
diftant continent, fuggefted to the community the neceffitj 
of arming for felf-defcnce. Mr. F. appeared in the ranb 
£s a private \ but it would be unjuft to charge him with 
participating in thofe high-flown fentiments of national 
pride, and lov6 of freedom, which foon beg^n to aduate 
the. volunteer army, and which no doubt gzv^fome ftrength 
to the fubfequent declaration of legiflative independence bj 
the Irifli parliament. He rather Teemed to be carried for- 
vrard by the irrefidible impulfe of national fentiment, than 
to liave advanced with it toward the goal. Accordingly, 
when an occaflon occurred of retiring without dilbonour 
from a caufe To little congenial to his principles, he feparat- 
cd from the vulgar herd. The moment choTen by him was 
(during the difcuffion of the long-agitated queftion, relative 
to the. SIMPLE REPEAL of the fixth of Geo. UI, From 
that time to the prefent he has continued the zedous advo- 
cate for a ftrohg and energetic government, and the pow- 
erful opponent of every man who attempted to reform, or 
innovate on prefent eftablifliments. 

When Mr. Scott was appointed Chief' Juilice of the 
King's Bench in Ireland, Mr. Fitzgibbon fucceeded him 
as Attorney.gencral. No man was ever better fitted for 
the office. His firmnels, his confidence in his own powers, 
and the bold tone with which he hurled defiance at his par- 
lianrientary opponents, on every queftion conne£ied with 
legal or cohftitutional knowlege, often appalled the minor 
members of oppofition, and fometimes kept even their chiefs 
at bay. Thefe qualities, however, did not always confti- 
tute a fure defence. The repulfe which on one memorable 
evening of debate he experienced on the part of the late 
Lord, then Mr. O'Neil, of Shane's. Caftlc, whofc manty 
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jknd honeft mind caught fire at the haughty and didtatcttfri 
lartguage with which the attoi-ney-gcneral had dared to 
addrcfs him, is remeihb'ered by thofe who were then con- 
vcrfant in the politics of the day, and probably will not 
foon be forgotten. 

But though this daring, and, as it is often called, 
overbearing fpirit, did fomelifties mifcarry, in general it 
enfured him fuccefs. A remarkable infianc'e of its efficacy 
occurred at a time wheii the minds of the people wcrect- 
' trcmely agitated by the rejcffing of their petitions for re- 
form, and for protecting duties. At a moment when the 
ferment feemed to have arifen to a very dangerous height, 
aii aggregate meeting of all the tnbdbiianis of the metropp-i 
lis was, on a requifitioh of feveral refpeAable perfons^ con- 
vened by the high (herife of Dublin. The attwney-ge- 
neral was then the mod: unpopular man in the country ; 
and the mob had for fome time been in the habits pf ofibr- 
ing perfonal infult to thofe whom they fufpeAed of being 
adverfe to their wiflies. Una wed, however,' by thefecir- 
cumftances, Mr. F. attended only by one or two friends, 
made his way through the croWd, reached the huftings, 
interrupted a popular orator in the midft of his harangue, 
told the (herifl^ that theyliad aded illegally in calling the 
meeting, commanded them to leave the chair, and threat- 
ened them with an information ex official^ if they prefumed 
to continue in it. He then left the aftonjfhed aiflembly 
amidft'the hi£es of theniob; and the fheriffs inflantly 
diflblved the meetiiig. 

Hitherto Mr. F. had afied with an adminifbatibn 
which poflefled both the power and the will to reward his 
exertions. When t£e event of the king's illnefs, in 17899 
unhinged the Irifh government, he flood in different cir- 

cumflances. 

•# A praf^ciUion without the interventioA •£ a Graafl Jury. 
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cumflaaces. On that occafioo, a mayoritf of the jNurlh- 
xnent, amoAg whom were many of the otdeft fervants of 
the crownj declared for the rigjbit of Ireland, as an ind#- 
pendent country, to choofe its own regent./ The BritiJh 
cabinet controverted that right, and infifted .that the 
regent chofen by the Britifli Parliament &Ottld be the 
regent for both countries. Mr. F. though no longer fqp- 
ported by a majority, remained firm tohisEnjUfh firicnd^ 
and refifted with his wonted boldness, not only the voice 
the people^ but what was of more immediate concern^, a 
vaft parliamentary majority, tthc unexpected recoveiyef 
bis Majefly, to )M[r. F. certainly an hs^py event, rewankd 
his fupenior ^ifdom, or his greater forefight ; for on Lord 
Ufibrd'^ death, he was created a Won, and appointed 
Chancellor : it is alfo not aiittle memorable, that he is the 
fir ft Irifhman who has filled that important o£Bct for fome 
years 1 

So far as reipe£b juftice, the country has had oo reafim 
to lament his appointment, for his aAivity and dispatch 
have made cbancery-fults almoft ceafe «o be an inhevitance. 
He has banilhed chicane and unnecedary delay from Us 
court i and though his decrees may fometimes be Uamed 
as premature^ the paucity of appeals feemc to augur, th^t 
all complaint on this fcore is grbundlefs. 

Since his elevation to the bench and the peen^gep he 
bos had repeated optKutunities of dilplayiog his formp 
4)irit, and ezpreffing, with even more cBkQ, than befinrp, 
his deteftation of popular claims, and particukriy that ^f 
reform. He has fhewn an equal abhorrence of the oatho- 
lic pretenfiona to ihare in the privilc^ges of the cooftit)!- 
tioa. Of their claim to the re{»«fentative franchife, . it ,is 
known Aat he was the decided enemy; and though by 
the paternal regard of his majefty, and the prudence of 
t}kt Britifh cabinet, the conceffion of that privilege was 
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4r«QiBneiicbAtotlMrbUh legMatave^ and'acfoptedfiftOHiw 
fiVinQnceofi dkat rccdinntiidfitidir, yet Ins dpintM remained 
undungedk Wkb lofptft te fiibAqnent eMms^ the 
Brttifh miniftry have paid more attention to his adViiei^ 

His LofdOnp was htdly in Kbttdoo^ mtif wis i^eported 
talwK: kfi: the fedft. i^iCMtaiifllEmi 9» order fo complete 
a pbn which at one tioflNr^weuti hottBeen^^tewed >iritlt 
difltfafriMfr bolli eon&trieti and «»wfi»efir Iceland ftill appears 
t» ba«e an kifepei«blt tBtfpftthf. The dremnllances 
^riyUtslc«ndbdi'theiigi«d(MM^(^^^ are too^^ 

puUic Md itncnt'lpMid'MilydinnKa i& tUs iKelch of 
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t? the foo of Dr. Dcniibn Ciiiyibedendt, bU Bifliop o£ 
Otmfert atid KUlaloe^. in IiwUod,, aad g]peat .gnuadibn. of 
the learned. £ng}i(h djviufi, SNs. Ekbard. CiunbedauadU 
Biihop of f^tetjhoiuMighj author of ^ireatilc. on the. Laar of' 
Naturei Origines Gentium, &c. By the mothes'a fi4eLhfi in 
grandfoQ of the celelniafed critic Pn Eiichard Bcmlqc; 

Mr. Cumberland was qducstfcd at Trinity coUegpi Cam*^ 
hridgje^ whereiie, took tlie de|cec</ JU A* ^ the fsioad^r 
fhi]^ of the latfi X^d Sackvilkt. betteai kmw|. bp ths^ tkjb 
of Lord Gepr^ Germainen he^ wa? iAlrodv^m the ojjkc 
of Tadean^ Pli^ntations,^ wlwscehcCticixedfd the; laiirMiu 
Pownat asrfeprct;^*/,.. in vriikh. poftrhe oommutd^mtiltlie 
fqppreffion of that a{)|jQfait^iG»t;h;'MF*&tr 
he retired on.a,penfiQn. 

Mr. Cumberland, while a very young man, wrote fome 
vcrfcs on the hirrihiof the Prince of Wales. His firft pu^ 

lication 
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Iipation was the ^^ BaniOixn^nc of Cicero^'' which was re* 
fufed by Mr. Garrick, but appeared in print 10 ij6i» 
This (bould have been rather called a dramatic poem than 
a tragedy. 

The « Summer's Talc/' and the "Brothers" two 
comedies, were his next produAions, but neither of them 
have added much to his reputation. 

In 17719 he was reconciled to Garrick, with whom he 
had been on bad terms ever fince the refufal of his tnu» 
gedy, and that gentleman brought out his <W Weft Indian'' 
in a capital ftyle. This piece has ftamped Mr. Cumber* 
land's character as an excellent dramatic writCTf and iris 
certainly one of the moft fterling comedies on the Englifh 

ftage. , 

He now began to be efteemed one of the beft dramatic 
vrriters of the age, and alfo one of the moft prolific ; for 
next year he produced the " Fafhionable Lover,** which 
was well received; as was likewife, in 1774, his lively 
farce called the " Fate of Pandora, or a Trip to Newmar- 
ket." His " Choleric Man," which came forth in I77S> . 
is faid to have fome affinity to Sir Richard Steele's Tender 
Hu(band : his ^< Batde of Haftings,*' a tragedy, was ra* 
ther badly received. In 1776, he publifhed a thin qaartd 
volume of Odes. 

About the year 1780, he was fent on national bufineft Co 
Madrid, but did not appear there in a public tharaAer.— *' 
On his return, he publiflied, in 1781, << Anecdotdr of 
eitoincnt Painters in Spain, during the Sixteenth and Seveti^ 
teenth Centuries/* two volumes, lamo. Next jrear he 
brought out a tragedy on the ftage, called the ** Myfteri- 
ous Hufband," and addrefTed a Letter to the Bifhop of 
Landaff refpe£ling ecclefiaftical grievances. It contained 
fome wit, and was ably anfwered by an anonymous writer. 

In 
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In 1785, he had much bHflnefs on his hands : for he pro- 
ducccj *' The Cacnaelite," allowed to be the beft tragedy, 
he has written ; and alfo a comedy, called the ^^ Natural 
Sonf.** In the courfe of the fame year, he publifhed a 
character of his deceafed friend, Lord Vifcount Sackville^ 
and the firft edition of the Obferver. Next year a fecond 
edition appeared ; and the fubfequent editions have now 
, fwelled the work to five volumes. Thefe eflays abound 
with pleafmg and infirudive information, and difcover ex- 
tenrive reading. 

I In 1787, Mr. Cumberland prcfented the. world with 
" An accurate defcriptive Catalogue of the Paintings in 
the King ef Spain's Palace at Madrid -" toon after this the 
comedy of the " Impoftors," and a novel in two volumesy 
called ^^ Arundely made their. appearance* In the hittef he 
is accufed, but on very flight foundation, as feeming to 
palliate adultery and duelling. 

• After this, his talents feem to have lain fallow for fome 
years, as he did not produce any thing until 1792, when 
he publifhed. his poem called ^' Calvary, or the Death of 
^hrifl»'' Next feafon he wrote the fongs and chorufes in the 
comic opera of the " Armourer." In 1794, be produced tb^ 
*^ Box-lobby Challenge," a comedy^ and alfo his defervedly 
^fleemed comedy of the "Jew," a play written with the Uu-» 
dable intention of removing the fligma which accompanies, 
that unhappy and much-perfecute people. His attempt of the 
"next yc^ xxinfifted of the " Wheel of Fortune;" he alfo 
prefented the town with another pomedy, called," Firft 
Isovc" and another novel, in four volumes^ called 
1* Henry." 

His 

f Mifs Plumptre has lately prefented to the public another " Na* 
4ttrai S»n" being a faithful and elegant tranflation of Kotzbbue's fa- 
mous play of that title, and which has been fo much admired 01^ the 
Britifl) ftage, under the altered title of JUvni* Foips, 
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His mufc, which muft be allowed to be a (pkitcd one^ 
leems to know no repofe^ for in 1796 he produced ^< Dajs 
of Vore,** a jrama in three sr£b} and the nes^t jax 
« The Laft of Ac Family.** His laft piece is tbe^ comedy 
of « Falfe Impreffions." 

When we confider the number, the merit,., and the ex- 
quifitenefs of bis writings, Mr. Cumberland muft be al- 
lowed to rank high as a dramatic writer. 
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SIR ARCHIBALD MACDDNALD* 

Sir Archibald Macdonald is the third fon * of 
Maedonald of Slate, in the ifles i his molber was of Che 
houfe of Eglinton. 

Mr. Maedonald was bred to the £nglifli bar, bat hid 
never inj great praAice. His bfiunefs confifted chiefly id 
Scotch appeals. Yet if not highly fucceftfut in his prdcf* 
iional career, he was at leafl deferving of fucf;e6 ; and ha 
good fortune baring at length introduced him ta the ac- 
quaintance of the daughter of a noble Marquis, who con* 
fented to their marriage, Mr. Maedonald in codeqoenceof 
this connexion beheld the higheft honours of the law lie 
open to his view. 

By the intereft of his noble father-in-Iiw, he was ic- 
cordiii^ly apt>ointed, iri 17^0, a king's coimfel and a 
Welch jfidge -, he had been before brought into parliament 
for Hendon, and at the general ele^ion which occnrtedf 

during 

f He waimpafl hui Bu m chili. : : t -. 
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Airitig the year he put on his filk gown, he was retamed 
for Newcaftle-under line^ a borough under the influence of 
Marquis, then Lord, Staffisrd. 

v In patliaoient, he of eourfe followed the line of politics 
Iptirfued by the family- into which be wis adopted^ that is» 

.. hefupported Lord North, un^I he began to totter. As a 
parhamcntary fpeaker, Mn Macdonald was ea(y, flueat^ 
intelligible^ andconcife. 

' Locd Stafford, on joining Mr. Pitt, procured for his itm» 
isi-hmAc place <tf Solicitor-general (1784), and ia 17889 
^i» die promocioo of Sir Pepper Ardea to be Matter of the 
Rt^Uii he was knighted, and appointed Attamey-general in 
bis colHm - It is no lefs remarkable than true, that the pet* 
Mbn of thefe two hfgh offices in the bw did not bring 
^jr Archibald any confidersMe addition of praAice it$ ar 
cOttftleL The number of his profecutions were thought Cot 

.^have gready affeded the liberty of the prefs.. 
• However, after a few years longer ftay at the bar, he 
wtt promoted to be Chief Baron of the Exchequer, havinip 
previoofly been called to the degree of Sergeant at Law. 

in cpwftf snre of his marriage with Lady Louifii Qower. 
he has feyeral children, P« 
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When woman pafles through that thorny padi of plea- 
fure the ft^e, without being drawn aftray by the temptattfi 
ons which perpetually aflfail the traveller^ our efteem ud 
veneration ought ever to awaic her; In this age^ degene* 
rate as it is, we have had the pleafure of feeing mMOfh* 
males fupporting unfuHied charaSers in theatrical lifie^ and 
among diem this lady certainly caims pre-eminence front 
faer fplendid powers, joined to an unfpotted fiime. 
' Mils Kebble (For this was her n&atden name) Wks die 
didcft daughter of die manager of an itiainiil CQmpafy -of 
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eomMKans,. and loadc ber.fipft efiay « t Tiogor, but 
abandoned that litie and attrmpted tragedy. JEariy iu. lifi 
ihe conceived a paffion fctr Mr. SiddonSi in which not b«i«g 
mdu^od by her f)areats> flic qnkted tht ftage, and hirot' 
berfelf as lady's mnd in die family of Mrs. OrciklfaaMli «f 
Gtty's-oliflr, ntdr Warwick, where (he jnnaintd aboiic • 
year; and then refolving ti>. unite herfetf wi^r lllfr iMai-.of 
her afFe£lion»y (be was married to. Mr. Siddons^ Md foon ' 
stHtt joined a flroUiqg enmpany tX n& great reputastioD.— • 
Bothihe and her hvfband bad, howevef). the good* fttftttat 
so be engaged by Mr.. Ytiunger to perfeim afi.LtyeqMM)» 
Bbmingtemv &c;;. with bim Jk lemained » fsv joub^- 
a*d aaptfKd botb paoiit mid reptitationy whtdk bttar fifl^ 
ornad ber an engagement, at Dmry-Iane hoiifet M^n ftft 
^fforttedfiick> parts a» Mia. Stricklandv;Alr& Spipeoe^ 
and the Quoen. m Ricfaaxd the Third.. She wal, however^ 
confidered merely m a fecond-nlit aAreft ; and beisig flMlftr* 
twbacriy ^ifcad in an after-piece written ij ikcadiaiNr af a 
9W(paper^ which had the ifi luck to be damned^ tho fam^ 
Tiloas aiidior left no opportunity of injurhig ksr.:ropusali«B9 
^ni &e-()utMd she LondoD boards for a tisic^ tm TOtiro 
to them afterwards with increafed luftre. 

At Bath, whither {he repaired^ (he was obfenred to im« 
prove rapidly^ and is faid to have been niefnHy affifted by 
the leflbns of Mr. Pratt* then a bookfeller in that city.-- 
There fhe attra£ted the notice of the audience^ and had 
^the good fortune to be p^ronifed by the DucheTs of De- 
XQi^vecr who procured her another enga^ment at Drwy*; 
IfU^^ iBflfose fhi^ <)uitted Bath, ^ (poke a fiirewetl add^ 
which (he herfelf had written, and which flup <leEiraBd 
with her ufual c^elleace* 

She made her (ecpn^ appearance at Drurj^tane* on the. 
j^ October i792> in the character of << IfabdOa,** and 
aftonifhed .thr .iK?u^ ivith i^h fidilpbj^ P^wen,. as thi^ 
l^d frldoinwitnefled. before. Jie^ Same was' fiwn fpfaad 
^^r^|.4kf^ ihji tba«0Lire overflowed every night;, tbeii^ 
^r Iri^edy reluru^dv a-uii ^ twxyagst^ ^ifcs*: «* Critic" 



il^erps to.havi^ been ,expre($]y written to drive MflpQpi^x;^ 
from' tho ftage,' recdved ** golden fitvours'' from R^r vo- 
taries. Far h-om provtng ungratefCi^ he generQufljr gave 
"JMff.^id^onf M ctira^i^eftr* imilficsciiCcd her faliry. 

^JMifs F^JSL^ecnble, on the faine ftage ; aiu;! fhc p^fyrfQpjf. 

/♦JaneShore,** while her near rdative played ** Aii.cb," 

. rcin ber firft ^ppemnce. The lafter, liowever, not ditoge- 

tbcr&lBtog the txpetaatiMS of tfac p«Ui(:, hmoiirjBbljr 

^ .»j)JHljri^w, ID 0Qnftqp^K^^4>f a m^rj;^ witj^ JJAr^ Tw'^h 

; ^ literary gentlpmap, and -a yrejljrknpwp ti^yfjj^^. 

Mrs. Siddon^i's extraA^tn^t was giy^n t^r before 
jChfiflinafy 'file then appealed ici- ^ Belvideraj'* and gain- 
'CiifrflhUuvdsyjindian.enQiwipnt.recci^ ¥he.uvocoii»- 
•fttU^s Pigpt ^ F.if l|}wg W^se^ A4ghlr ilfili^t^^k^' . tji«t 
t}iey colleaed ;& ii^bff ijp|;^o.9 Vf^oti^ ;JUe j^fntlco^u;! pf J(t¥ 
|;ar» of one hundred guineas, and prefented ttenpL td ner^ 
acepnapanied-with a potheiecter, as a tbkety of ^e!r ^eeUi. 
This was a^ honour -)i4j^h,4irc Mitve, has 4aot been cofr- 

gave ftich general fatisfaAioh in the ch^rji^l^pf ^*.p$t/ff^: 

In the f^mn^ier^ (his great an^l acpiaUe a^lrefs wpi^ to 
. 'JEhxUin, tiie inhabitants of wiucli were efdually aftonilhed 
«ci|ier ppweps. Oa iMr rcMMrn for «he winCer (•i7#3-4)» 
-A^ p0r£v«Md« for ^ li^ft i^in^j '^iby cofMami} of ifbeir 
Majefties." During the jOwftcjpcsdii^ fi*t«WP> fh^^%9l9L^M> 
fecond txxpxo Ireland^ 9»d al(p vifi(ed E^ic^burgh^ in .^ta 
H)f which pkcest (he not only recdved great Sdai^es, but 
^very^onjliderat^e prefeats trom onkoown hand^, paiticA- 
ifiifif a jiilve/ «»rn i^\th wa$ fc«it After cber ilo jUnnIoDi wi 

Envj sgad tn^^ice^ as ufual, purlued w^rit) and ^ tbiB;fe 

'adone we can attribute the attack made on her in a newf- 

• ptper, ireQ>eAing 4ier treatment of an iinhappy -flfter^ &e. 

/ilhote n^cy^to bad, didvever/ itt tOeft qp.tfac H>iV3i> 

th# fMd^r,6i^ ilMVB^a^c^ PPtbr/Htgeiv i7fb|,Aip.|RV 

farted wUh.th^cryof ^* sff^ off 4"* 9cr ^j^^^d^ at 1^4^ 

obtained her a hearing ; and her hulband and brother, bv 

means of uncommon exertions, fucceeded in rdfutiog the 

xihi^uiies to iwhicb ftie ba(i ])eeD cxpafe^. She was ac- 

jipndA^t^t} .I^erfelf iJvriG!|t .^Us iC|cyQtt;p(^ ¥\^^f^mff^»^ 

itire; 'yet it made fudi an iry pyeffiop qn her mtodf, tl)|^ 

flie determined to retire to 'Wales with the few thoufanda 

'j0ie.i]»d di^ fiwcd \ tbiu the perftMfiont ^ hmfk&xAt^ 

T a «A. 



'i'fid a confi(;LBration of tht^elhrc of her fanufjTf flMide 
ii^ ^Uer this. refol/ationr. ... ' » 

. Their Majefties aboiH thh time paid bet much attend 
on^ Her talent hi reciting <lnunatk xrorks had beeft 
Iiighty rpokeii of^ which reaching tlie ears of the roj^al 
famiiy^ (be, was. frequently in^ed to ,Bucbiii^atn»J^oiirs» 
and Windfor^ wbere ibe and her brother often redted plays. 
'As feme relaxation, oti acconnt of herheahh, had noir 
become liecefiaryi (he chitted Dniry«laiie for a timer and 
jperformed at \yeyaKmth^ I^ymootb, liyerpool^ &o with 
.additional re^utatioo. She alio yifited (evaaipt ftigrjixh 
Ide patrons, among whom Lord add Lady Harcoartftood 
conf^ieoot^ By means af tbi^feiritnda and accortipliib- 
'ments {be has a£<|ixired a very good fortoae, has igidDii& 
jflerable floope of at kaft a mortgage on I>ary4aiie thea- 
tre^ and il btefled with a fiMnily that proaiirea! lo be her 
t&Mfbr( kk e\a li^ ^ 

We lament ezceedingiy, the recent death of her b^ufr 
,ful atidaceomplifhed daughter, and moft fincerely coodole 
with » mother, whofe exquifite fcnfibiKiy maft have been 
agonifed by fo unhappy an events 

! Matu't^ has be({owed oa Mrs» SictdoAS a majeftk perfoii» 
.a ftriking ccnintenancc, and a fine voice i thejudgmeat 
^with which flie modulates the laft of tbefir, baa never 
been excelled, perhaps never rivalled, by any other a£kre&« 
The ficxibility of* her features, the expreffion of her eyes^ 
and the grace of her deporta^nt, have (eldom bean equal- 
Jkd* She poflefies the whole art of fpeaking, Ibr wiidk 
rhii late Mrs. Yates was (b juftly £imed, combined vritb 
the iinpa£Boned ftyle of playing,, of Mrs. Craafordj while 
in her meridian. 

She has lately hsd zn engagement with the Dmry-lane 
'Khanager9> at a certain (um for each night's perfbrmancet 
by which means (he avoids injuriog her health by the con* 
fiant repetition of theatrical exertions. 

Mrs* Siddons te&te^ m Gttai MA!clbQroughf*firect,aiid 
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is upwards of fifty years of age. In private life fhe is regard- 
ed as an economift^ but as a truly amiable and •exemplary ' 
nvi&iand imothen 

■ '■;■■■' p; 



DOCTOR JOHN t)OUGLAS, 

ftlSHOP OF SALISBURY. 

THIS prehte, who is a native of Scotland, hat beem 
iong cdebratcd both in the deriod and literary world. 
fie was educated at Oirift^linrcfa, Oxford^ of which col* 
iegi; he was a ftndent in 1738^ and having taken brders^ 
iettled in ShMpfliire. Stnring his refidence there, hepoU 
li(hed ««M9toil vindicated*' (1748); a work in which^ 
with uncommon acutenefs, he ^eteAed the grofs. forgery 
<ff Latider, who with equal impudence and ingenuity had ' 
ri^prefented Mihon as a plagiarift. 

' He next entered tlie lifts with George PialmAniEissar, 
and Archibald Bower \ the former of whom pretended to 
fje'a native of Formofa, and the latter a commtiEoner of 
the holy inquifition at Macerata. 

' Thefe fucceffive exertions of critical abilities iotrodoc^^ 
td hiin to' public notice, and procured him many friends; 
Ke^erwards puUiflied, in 1754^ '* Criterion,^' an anr 
fwer to Pavid Rume on miracles* His firft work had 
recommended hifti to the learned^ the laft to the religi- 
ci^ world ; and about the year 1760^ he began to- reap 
ite benefit they entitled him to, fpr he wa^ then appoint* 
cd one of the king*s chaplains ; in 1 762 he was nominated 
ene of the canons of Windfor^ and foon after prefented to 
the united livings of St. Auftin and St. Faith, in London^ 

Among the many IHends Dr. Doug^had made» wsm[ 
Che late Lord Bath, who bequeathed him his library^ 
Bti.t<iceii^ Pttkeiiey bein§ unwilSng t<^ pM wiili it (mi(^ 

■ ^ 
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of tiufr hmiljt paid. Kim the fait valuCf ind 6a iih litddt^ 
about tliree years after, left it once mofe to liimw . j^rom 
Windfor, onr di^ne was, in 1776, removed to 6e a caiooii' 
of St. Paul's ; and after poSeffing that canenry about 
twelve years, he was, m lySS, advanced to the Dc»nry of 
Windfor. 

In thefe fitufttkmsi At DdOdr Mt otiif enbrgfid hU 
circle of friends among the great, but was introduced to 
the notice of the king and queen, and' acquired a confi- 
derable degree of roy;^ . fiivour. , He was next raiftd.ta 
tbeepifcopal bencji, on the death of Dr. Law, fiUQbop of 
Carlifle, and on the tranflatioa of Or. Barringtoa to^ I3|flur- 
h^m, in 17911 he was iranilated. to Satiibury i by tbc 
pofle0ion of which fee, he has beooine. chaoc^Uer of the 
or4ei; of the garter. 

The cpifcopal charafler o^ Dn Douglas is a .fiibjefk of . 
imiyerfal admiration, while benevolence and candoor di- 
fiinguiih him in private life; Kegular in the difcharge 
of ihe- duties of bis high ftat^m, he commaiids t^ krre 
and refpcft of hii diecefe. In (hort, as i dignified cfergy- 
m%n a&d fcholar, a gentleman and a chriftiftnt he is equal- 
ly refpeAed and admired. 

.-WhcQ the fbips feat out on difcovery lender ^ptain 
Cgok returned, DoAor Douglas was appointed tp.in^eft 
and arrange the journals; and the admirable iotrodu^a 
prreiized to that work is the offspring of tUs pen. . 

The doSor was a member of the Literary Club io £flex« 
ftrect, iftftituted by Dr. Johnfon, Murpl^y, &c. 



Z*. 



SIR jaHNSGOtt* 

' , BES MijI^TV's ATTORMET-GKNBRA^. 

•*.'■•■•■ ' ' * * • ■ . 

ITIm befSfi remiffted^ o( Val^ ^tm^ that in confe* 
fiience of the mode now vik ^o%w^ c&\ifc^wia%>^s«.W 



snt }o!i;ii seoTT. a?) 

^•mv 9lt ffifHttuacnu the btr is the on^^Biw ui which m 
mm€M rHe bj morie alme t« tht fivA honimri of hi*^ 
pf«ififl5Mii»iittfibclieipe ctcii hei^ fo gnit>stfA<- 
IHnmeekmifthe madt ; for tlie firfs^^.of mt prcTeiittoi* 
•qairies, al^hcmgh poOtfied of great merh, wodd never 
havo fta^ed At ftatkm te sov^ ocxtlpiesy witkost power- 
fil patronage. 

Sir Jolm Scott Is tlie {bo of a "*. iMdefiiian o^ 
op«]cibce» at NeweaftkoOpoUHlV^eL Hie dder brother^ 
Sir WBiiam Scolt, who wm bred to tb^ praake of the 
<ivil Iaw» WW fonnorly a4focate«g€ntnl) aod imow jodgo 
of the Adniwaky coort. Jofao was adiiiitced a ikudent of 
tho Middle TeflDpie, in HSaiyterin) 37711 ahd after pay^ 
ing the aaoft affidaooe sttemioo Ho hb fl«diee» wae ciaUed 
to ike bmr «e the ofoat period* 

Oar gevfig barrift^ was tronUed il^ttli wiial istv fe»- 
tUntn of the p#ofisffiofll baire ocerflon to^hcoioplaio ofU-a 
cCtftHin timi^ty of ehara&er^ which made him fliud.tho 
eoiirta as a pleads* fer a eonfiderable time, and colpbf 
hlflifetf chieSj tn the Inifiada of n ^aughtftian ia dun* ■- 
oei^^ in which be was aUowed to be able^ and liad gpreat- 
|iriQice» He foond, bo^tvtr^ that tliis hrandi of the . 
prOfdCoo was cquallj injurons to his faeakh and ad^rance* 
steot in life, and he atjengtb determined 10 fO«(e him* 
felf Anas that Qncies of torpor to which be waa nattratlf 
inelinfid. 

, Ho accCrdingly betook him&lf to a mere publleaad 
aAm JiM \ pni in a (hort titot «rniced that l)o was apt 
axid iogentaus. at reply. 

Sir John wss not long at the bar, before be aHraAed 
the notice of the late cbancellorf ; and as he always avoids 
<d oppefition to the benchi recetrcd ^eat countenance in 
his praOice: h is even faid that the chanceUor one day 
««o|t bhn afide after the bninefs of tho^ court was over^ 

conplk 

* » Mttyfatbtr wtt iih«tii4St6it tOffMa t W i tf jU to^ • 
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complimented hitd on his merits ahd oBcrtd hhn the ptibf 
of 6ne of the mafters in chancery then vacant. Thisbc« 
politely declined ; and he had the fatiiiaftion to find thar* 
he h^d afied rights as hia biifinef^ continued to incferfe' 
rapidly. 

About the yeai* 17839 he obtained a patent of prac^-' 
dency, which entitled him to all the honoim of a kiog-»- « 
counfel^ and fireed'him from certain difadvantages $ktt<n« . 
dant on that ftation. He had juft before been* introduced * 
into parlhimem throngh the intereft of .his A-iendyLord 
Thurlow, with Lord Weymouth, who feated for the* 
Borough of Weobly. Mr. Scott was faid to have ftrack a > 
bargain with his right honourable patorn, when he accept- ' • 
ed this fttftatioiiy which, if true, was much to his honour:* 
viz. << that he fhoold be at liberty to vote as be pkafcd.'* 
He might, however, have fpared faimfelf this troable, for 
asfoon as he got into the houfe, he a£ted decidedly with' 
the Pitt party, and in the debate on Mr. Fox's India bill 
placed himfelf in oppbfition to the late Mr. Lee, then at- 
torney-general. Although in this attempt he did oot:aM:* 
quire much importance as a parliamentary fpeaker, yet he 
gained every thing he could wiOi for,' by . his connexibo 
with thofe whofe caufe he efpoufed } for they took the 
firft opponunity to promote him. Accordingly, in i78Sy 
be was advanced to be folicitor^genera^ in the room of Sir- 
Archibald, then Mr. Macdonald, promoted to be attomey- 
general. When thefe two . were prefcnted to the king^ 
the attorney* general received the honour of knighthood. 
The officer in waiting was then ordered to bring up Mr. 
Scott, when the latter begged leave to decline ; \njLt the 
king, wba knows the real vi^e of thefe things better thao 
any other man, perhaps in his dominions, replied,* 
«< phoy pho, nonfcnfel I will ferve them both alikCk^ 
Thus Mr. Scott gained honours unaftrdi and even agaiaft 
his wiUf 

|p the bnfincls of tlokC tt^dvcj) ^Vc ^oban^as fiod to be 
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Ui6 inaii Vhofe legal taitnU formed the bafis of the miiij& 
terVplianof comluA. ', 

Ifr 1793 he wastnade Aftorncy^gcderal ; and while in 
t^is pbft, he has prorecuted/ perhaps, more men for libels, 
than ever fell to the lot of any two of his predeceflTors ! 

The plrt he took during the ftate trials at the Old 
Bailey will never be forgotten ; for after a wonderfiil dif- 
play of caiftdoor, he laboured through a fpeech of nine, 
holies toeonvtdl ^ man of a crime of which the lengthy of 
Jiistiwn oration alone was a Jirong prefiimptive proof of 
innocence. • 

He now ftands^ as the moft likely candidate for. the 
fealss and Ihould any tbiilg happen to remove the 
prefent Chancellor, during Mr; Pitt's continuance in pow- 
er, he will, in all probability, fucteed him* , 



DUKE OF NORFOLK. 

Charles Howard, Efq. of Grayfiock, in Cumber- 
hnd, a collateral branch of that noble family, fucceeded 
to thetitleof Norfolk in 17771 on the death of Edward, 
the ninth duke ; and his fon^ the prefent Duke, then 
aflumed the appellation of Earl of Surrey. 

In 1767, while Mr. Howard, he iharried a Mifs Mary, 
Ann Coppinger, of Bally volaue, in Ireland, who died foon 
afteri in childbed, and, in 1771, he received the hand of 
Mifs Frances Scudamorc, daughter of C. F. Sciidamore, 
Efq. of HomeLacey, in Herefordlhire, by the repudiated 
Ducheis of Besiufort, with whom he got a large fortune; 
but by neither of them has he any children. This laft Ia« 
dy, indeed, has been . iii a very melancholy ftate of mind 
formany years, and lives retired at one of his Grace's feats. 
The Diichefs is cetebrated for the fmart repulfe Ihe is faid 
to have given the amorous Duke of Queenfoury a fow 
years foce. 



2^2 DUKE OF H01tF0LC» 

Soroe time prevkwdy to his acquifition oF the title, 
Lord Surrey had renounced the errdft of the Roaifii 
church, in which be had been bred, tnd was of coorfeeli^ 
gible to fit in either houfe of parliament. Aceordingly, 
at the general eledion in 178O1 he was returned for Gar- 
lifie, in oppofition to the iotereft of Sir James Lowtber. 
As foooas his lofdlhip took bis feat, he joined die partf 
of oppofitioHi and with it laboured to ftem the 
ariCng firom the encfeafing influence of the crown, 
the complete defeat of the miniflo'i in 178a. It it weB 
known chat the North adminiftration having ching fiift 
to their placesi Lord Surrey gave notice in the Hoab of 
Commons of a modm which would eflMhnlljr remove 
them.j bat the premier anticipated the dilgrtcci bf de- 
claring ** that he was no longer mtaifter.*' 

In the change which fbon after took placej his lordfliip 
was appmnted Lord-lieutenant of the weft riding of the 
county of York, and under the coalition miniftry he was 
nominated a lord of the treafury. 

When the Shelburne miniftry came in, Lord Surrey op- 
pofed them, and joined the coalition \ and when that party 
vras driven from power, he ftill efpoiifed their canie. 

lie now became a member of the foeiety for coaftitu* 
tional information, took an adive part in the buflnefs of 
parlhimentary reform, and attended public meetingl when 
that queftion viras brought forward } on this accoont he 
has been charged with incotififtency, as he if known to'be 
as deeply concerned in the traffic in hr$$sgbs as any hoUe- 
man of this age ; but he has always folemnly aflhred hit 
friends, that he is ready to facrifice every fpedes of iofio- 
ence of that kind, and fupport a meliorated fyftem, which 
he holds to be eflentially neceflary for the prefenratioii of 
the conftitution. 

On the death of his father he focceeded to his title and 
ftat in the Houfe of Lords, ind tberoi as befarOi has onk 
formly fupportcd tbt po^xiXw c^vAt. 



aU ^riendfeip tbt Mr. Foi has ^ef been fteady and 
iirvimblcV^nd to this atoOe m*y tw attributed his late 
dilmijfiSon. At a late annual meeting, to cotntAetttdtate 
theirctutn of his Arichd for the feity ofWcftminfter, the 
Diikc IS faid to have given the old Whig loaft of ^* Oof 
Sovereign, the ^Majefty of thfc ^COptc.*' In the metnory 
of fomp of' the youngefl men tt<)W living, this has been 
repeatedly drunk without o&t^ce i Md why any exception 
ihpuld at prefeht hi taken at it, remains to be elplainiid. 
Tiiie fad, however, is, that the t>uke of Norfolk was dif- 
midedfrom' his lord tieiiCeriaiicy, and from the coiirmand 
of a regiment which he had trained With the tltmoft care,' 
while he had aUb|;enerpufly refigned the emoluments de- 
rived from it| to locreafe the cQmforts of his favourite 
corps* 

Report has whifpered that his grace was greatly aficAcd 
by tfaefe marks of royal difpleafiire ; but he furcly could 
not be hurt by the lo(s of nominal influqnce ordifikiAion, ^ 
although it may readily be fuppofed^ that to be torn ftota 
a fet of men with whdm he had lived in the habits of 
friendfhip for many yearsi would undoubtedly give him 
paip. But| if any thing could tend to produce additional 
chagrin, it muft be to fee a man with whom be had been 
in the habit! of ailing with cordiality for fo many years, 
{dutting himfclf in his fpoils, and (looping to a minifter 
ifbofe €ODdu<£t he had reprobated. 

, The dnkf , as a ^/i vivant, is furrounded by thofe who 
are capable of keeping << the taUe in a roar/' and his hofl 
I^taliliefi at Homc-Lacey are in the firft ftyle of magnlfi* 
cence. 

As an orator, he pofiefies an eafy delivery^ and evinces a 
mafcttline underftanding \ but he never attempts any of 
thofe rhetorical flouriihes which captivate the ear, without 
lajlng hold of the naderftanding. 

Hie grace hgi been known to perform many generoos 
suS^mu. He kept the place of fccielw^ vo v\L^^^\\'^«t- 
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ikkl vacant for a confider^ble tiikie after the death of poor 
Brooks, until, as he laid, he could fiod Iboie one worthy 
to £11 it, although earneAly foltctted by many far the ap- 
pointmeot. Mr. Dalhway having publiflied his ingenious [ 
book on the fcience of heraldry, the Duke dtfe£lly,beftoir« 
cd the office on him, unaiked. 

His father had about him when he died a great nnm- 
her of perfons of the catholic perfuafion, who, on the loft 
of iheir patron, concluded they would be diCnifled by his \ 
proteftant fucceflbr i but he generoufly direiSled that thdr 
fiipends and allowances fiiould be paid themj as in the 
lifetime of his pr^eceflbr. 



JOSEPH TOWERS, L. L. D. 

THIS gentleman has diftinguifhed himfelf in the annab 
of patriotifm, in the republic of letters, and in the poliAr 
of the diflenters : he was not, however, intended for a 
divine; Dr. Towers, like his great preciirfor and Mend, 
Dr. Franklin, having been originally bred a prmter. 

At a very early period of hit life, from a fincere convic- 
tioH, obtained by reading^-^zt great bane of all tyranny, 
civil and eccleiiaflical ! — ^he became firmly attached tO die 
principles of liberty, both in refped to church and ftatle ; * 
and no man has been more zealous in behalf of the firccdD m 
of his country, and of mankind. This favourite idea' hasr 
indeed, been always warmly cherifhed by the feftaries in 
general, and they muft be allowed to have fanned the facred 
flame, and kept it sdive in the nation, during die moft 
alarming and critical periods. 

After his call to the miniffay. Dr. T. was chofen paflor 
of the congregation of protefbbt diflentqrs at Highgates 
this occurred in 1774; and in 1778 he was nominated 
morning- preacher to^ the- diflenters at Newii^ton^greeiu 
In the latter of thtfe oC&cets \i^ fK.cMdod*die wmtb^. 
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JHoas, ind amiable Dr. PrfcCf who had been appointed to 
the eongrqption at Hacfaoej. He continued^ however, 
ii& officiate at Newingtoh-greeD^ in the afternoon^ for fome 
years ; and his collegue and himfetf Teemed perfectly agre- 
ed relative to all the leading points in politics and religion. 

On the 4th of November, 1788, being the completi- 
dn of a century from the revolatioo, that event was cele- 
brated whh great felemnity ; and the doftor, at the re- 
^aeft of a committee^ delivered what may be termed a 
4nviefermon on the occaiion, which was lifiened to mth 
great attenftioD, and jprinted afterwards at the requeft of 
the ftewards. . 

WhHe the Society for Conftitutional Infomntaon flon- 
irtflied, the name olF Dr. Jofeph Towers flood confpicu- 
tms among the moft active of itsrmembers. He bad been 
ballotted for in 1782, and continued to a& with it until 
I75>4i ^^^ ^^'^ books and papers were feized by order of 
. govecnincnt, and the fecretary taken into dbftody. Oo 
the 13th of June, of the fame year, the do£br received 
aQ prderto attend the nriyy Council on the day following, 
which he accordingly obeyed; and was examined relative 
to the proceedings of a club which boafted of the Cluke of 
Norfjplk, theDukeofRichmond, the Earls of Effingham 
and Derby, Sir William Jones, Mr. Sheridan, Drs. Price, 
Kippis, John Jebb, Mr. Erikine, &c. &c. among its aflbd- 
- ates. On this occafion. Dr. T. although vifibly depreffed 
by the yeHow-jaundtce, evinced great firmnefs, and was 
difmifled without being obliged to give bail, at the volun- 
tary ^nterceffion of a dignified cler^man then fitting as a 
member of the board, and who is fuppofed to have been 
the prefent Archbifliop of Canterbury. 

On the eflabliflimerit of the fociety called «< The 
Friends of the People," he was alfo voted a member."* 

The 

* This ibdety w^s founded in the year 17919. under the name of **The 
SoeietT of the Friends of thePeopki afipdated for the purpoie of obUin- 
in{ a FarUamentary Reform.'* 
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The life of this gentlecoan preienu fesr other n^einpra- 
ble events, his literary labours except^, vhich evince a 
feriies of (ludy and toil^ ieldom to be met i^ith^ even 19 
thofe who have dedicated their whole time to leuers aiooe. 

His principal works are the foUow'mg : 

1. In 1763, «* A Review of the genuine lX>Arines of ChiWunky, fitc." 
Ao. «ifttb tbcDCve nnexfid. 

2. In I7<f4, an anonymous *' Enquiry into thf Qneftion. Whelber Top 
liet are, or are nr^, Jn<iges of Law as-wett as of ra^; wtthtpctticutir 
,K<f«rence to Ap Caic of UbeU>!' In thU Dr, T9»¥ier% tpo|; th^ copftitvr 
'ttonal and affirmatiTe Tide of the queftion^ not only in re^6t to libeli. 

hi4iii mU cafn mhtiitfer: this'd«JMie fVKS otUy £i{x^Qited l^y.^Kt U^IiDri 
Camden fo far as concerns (he former, and. has alfo received the fitnAioa 
M'the Icgiilature in a biH, but too Httic attended to by either $udjes cT 
juiies. - • - . \ ■ 

3. He is the author of the firft feven volumes of << Brftilh Biography ;" 
.4dKit||iir<ilii»Cii€ vhkh Was pubUbcdim •1786. . ' ' 

4. 43ctwccn fifiy and fixxy arxiclf & \fi th^ iiew edition of tl|e Bi^^^.f^ii- 
tain, wWi the letter T. annexed. ' ' '" ■• ^ '. 

, i* I>^ ip^\ *' An £«aaiiaa£i9^ iaV>JSiir I. J)^'«>pU*ft icMMpMS At- 
tack on the Memoi-y of Sydney and Ruflcl. 

4. lo 1 774., ^* A l>ctter to Dr. }obniMi,yocyafia«ied by hUirecodt jKlkiti- 
cal Publication^.*' See Bofweil's Lifo of Joh^fofi, «oI. II.p.^2CO| 2p/y 
aDd«os. . ' ' ' • -^ 

. V- To 1794, ** An ElTay od the VU^a^ Wrk^nM^f Dr, J^^/pp.*- 

8. In 1788, Memoirs of the Life an^ Rejgn of rrcderlfk III. King «f 
PndKa. ( A^bcoad edifioR iiasbeea fifioe puMi(h«d.) . 

9. <* ObTetvationson Mr Hume's Hil^ory of ^i^Ian^.** 

• And ro. An Oration dcKvered at tlie London Tavern^ on the 4th df 
Vovea>bdr4 »93^» m tfwTifa «f ^hf ^s^pmeinwrf^fivi of ^ ^eyf^^i^, 
and the f oropk-tion of it century from that gr^t event :— 

TWs inflittftion is fappofed tofiave excited confiderible ftlaftf In the 

was published of the firfi hundred afTociators, among which )jvere no Id's 
idiaiifoiCy- itMiiriMts wf |«i.tii»oioot, Aik. die Cad pf LafdCfedaile^ ]lf»'.^t«oy, 
M«-. Whit broads Mr. FrauGi^ Mc. l^ier^iey^ Mr. ^r(kine» IVfr, Shejcidw, 
ftr. &c. 

^I'lHf J^cirffity .^hftfhflrf ^ j5cf>- ,apcHfate acc^ivH pf the fiHe ff ^e ««- 
prefentation of lilnglandand^Vulcs, ihe.fubUaQce of wh^cb w^ afterwards 
• Sorimd iitto a^c^ieiM, and pMftAUd 40 tl^ HouieAf OoMmoM by Mr. 
Grcy^ .on J*ie 6th j)f May, 1793. In this petitioji jit «ia> .AHertod, wiih 
-vHiattniCh Vireprettnd not te determine, that eighty-four individiials did, 
•by theW ^w« immtidiKtiC aiitUotrifc>, ft'^^d oite JtModfc^ fnd -^i^cffin 
members to parlian.ent ; aii(j that, btOdes thefe« one hundred and fifty- 
more, making in the y,fit^ ibpee hundred aad ioTen, -were Ntutned to 
ihet bpufejjoot by tlic coHcOive voice of thole whw they ^j>peart;dV re- 
prefent, but by the recommendation of ieventy powerful individuals: (6 
that i4)e tetfbl<iBmi)cr ot ]UtiQi»s A'as.one hund»^ a^ul .fifty. fo|r« vio 
relumed a decided majority. Thefe flatements, the fociety obferved in 
ibair petition, which was entered on the journals, they were ready to 
piovc at the bar. 
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. After nwiarkiiigi that gre9t and interefting events^ ia- 
TolTiDg the happinels of nations, have always been cele- 
brated bjT mankindi he recurs to the important epoch, 
which placed William III. on the throne of the Stewarts : 

"Of this natvre, zni of this tendency ,'» ftys he, <* h the ctcfit which 
W9 are this 4>y afleinbled to oimmcnaorate. It is an erent. which maft 
oven he regarded m one of the noft important recorded in the Britiih an- 
wdfc Ic ia 4D ersDt, which, at the period when it happened, jnftif ezdt- 
ipd the attfuitioD of fmroandinj^ nations. It is an event, which will erer 
ffflUt honour upon our anceltor*, and the remembrance of which (hoqld* 
91 a0 tia^s, excite in their deTcendantt an ardent zeal for the liberties 

.of their country, and for the rights of human nature. 

** That when ail the efforts of re^al tyranny were.emfAoyed to over- 

, tarathe Mherttes of England, they mould have been ftiU more f oily elH- 
hlUbed ait the Rktolutioit { that, hi coiifeq(Vience of that moft important 

. OTWt, this country ibould now have enjoyed an high de^ee of Jiberty, 
avit and religious, for an entire centukt ;— Isa ]xi(!t fubjeA of national 
exulutlon, and of gratitude to the fupreme Holer of the Unhreiie, from 
whofe proyidential{d)fpefifiitiop« Great Britam has derived fuch iignal and 
fuich Invalaable biefCnn. 

•* k It imnnig UM.4iq^eft bonoufs of tbk .country, tshirt its if^habkaots 
have been didinguiftied, in almost every period of their hUldry, by their 

'firtfi,- nuriy, ami itit>#|id- opfNifiCaoii to the oneioadiflieata oftyrfony. 
Oa SL -variety of pccafions have our apcefUrs nobly aii'etted their rights as 
men, ahd as citizens. In the Tenate, and in tlie neld, they h««c«epcilaid 

,tiit4ttkcKi9ftyiiiat<,aftdmai|iiaincdtbe hoaour^the ^diKnity» aQdtbe 
liberties of their country. Many efforts have been made hy the polTei^ 
£>rs of power to overturn thefe Uborttcs ; and,' M tlie peNod previon* to 

.the JLovcdutiAO* fiich was thie Maotifm of tbt meaTures adopted by 

, the tfieh reigning prince, that, !f tney bad been tamely ftihmitted to by 

' Mt%pu^^ thIittbcctiBff of fs^hiod fpoold iMvebadno loa^r an cv 
iftWPC." 

It is thus that he mentions the wrongs that led to^ and 
•Ibe patriot who diftii»gui(bod themfelves during, that and a 
former period / 

*' To-«nter into a particular enumeration of the fa£t& that preceded 
"a^d that attended the Revolution, would take up more time than would 
he fuitable to the naturo'of fuch a meeting as the prefent. I (haill, there- 
ibrc.-here o»iy'Obierve,.that when. the illegal, the unconftitutipnal, and 
thcMapnical adminiftration of king James the Second, had rendentd It 
DfctAry that all who hud atiy attadimentto the libAties of fheh- cooft. 
zt^r^tM- toth€ Proteftadt religion, ihonMmakeA firm inid nnked ftand 
S^nli Jliiffi ; when he adhftied a power of rni^smdHig the Uws, and of 
tamnllBa 00 the eon(Ktutlob;-*>an il|fi'ftTioa3 band of patriots araTe, who 
jffQJ^itht lUvoLttTioti, and v^o adopted thofs meaTufes that at 
hagth htt^fj^ It to a.|s1oHous coinfAi^tlon. Among the principal promo* 
leva of ^ iLctolvt;ion, w^ may parthailatly enummtQ the Barb of I>e. 
r$tL(bh^ Shrnt(hory> »&4 Puity, JLord Delatner (t), toid Lnmley, 

Admiral 

(i) Henry Booth, Lord Dekmtr, afterwards created Earl of VTarrhtf- 
ton, was a nobleinaa of amiable and irreproachable character, Who Ufaid 

to 
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Admiral Herbert, Admiral Roflel, Henry Compton, li(hop of LoOdoQi 
and Henry Sydney, brother to the illuitrioas Algernon. 

** Of charaAets of tliis kind our country has happily produced too ma* 
ny im be now diflinAIy enumetated i but it cannot bfe improper on this oc- 
cafion tp mention the names of John Hampden, who dppofed the anjull 
claims of regal tyranny in the famous cafe of Ship-money, ftnd who. nobly 
fell in the caufe of his country in Chalgrave-field; of the virtuous, the 
amiablcy the patriotic Lord Russkl; of tbe high fpirited and iiluftrioiu 
Algbrnon Sydnet, whofe admirable writings in the canfc of freedom 
brought him to the fcairold;-aDd of John £ockb, who has exphiiiied 
the true nature of dvil government, and edablifhed the rights of ibea on 
the mod unqueftionable principles. And altoong the diftingnifhied votanes 
of liberty in this country, our great iaad illuftrious bm, the ihUime 
Milton, flu>uld not be forgotten. Even the fplendour of his genius 
has not fecured him from the mofl virulent attacks from the partizans and 
.advocates of defpotic power; and his zeaJ in iupport of the great i^hts 
of mankind, (hould, therefore, the more end^r his memory to thofe who 
are aAuated by the iame generous principles. He is joftly entitled Co 
our veneration for the atdour of his patriotifni, ais well as for chat eleva- 
tion of renius, which enabled him to refleil ib much h^our on bis coob- 
try by hu immortal writings. 

The various publications of Dr. Towers, the boldnefi 
ef his principles, his unabated zeal, and the fide he had ta^ 
ken during the American conteft, all tended to render bim 
confpicuous. The Do3:or was admitted, in 1779, ^ ^ 
academical honours of the univerfity of Edinburgh, having 
received the degree of L L. D. 

Several of Dr. Towers' tra£b, &c. have been lately re- 
publilhed in three vols. 8vo. with an admirable portrait of 
the author prefixed, an outline iketch of which is given in 
cur frontifpiece. 

He is a widower, and has a fon, who is librarian of Dr. 
Williams's library, in Red Cfofs- ft reet. ■'. . 

LOftD 

to have been one of the original proje^lovs of the Revolution,' add vrho 
was one of the fir^ that appeared in arms in its fupport, after the laodiog 
of the princv of Orange, But -he was not perfedly iktisfled with tUe 
manner in which fome points were adjuftcd at the Revolution. He ap- 
pears to have wiihed for more retrenchments of the rcg^ prerogative, and 
to have thought, that the liberty of the fubjeA was not fufficiantly iecnred 
and afcertained even tinder the new fcttlement. Mt. Granger iays of 
him, in his Biographical Hiftory of England, that <* he was a loan of a 
** generous and noble nature, which difdained, upon any t^ms, to fab* 
<* mitto fervitude ; and whofe paflioils feemed to centre in the love of dvil 
•« and religious liberty." In Lord Delamer*s •* Advice to his Children,** 
printed in his works, he fays, " There never yet w^^ any. good aam^ wlw 
*' bad not an ardent zeal for his country.^ ' ' 
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OF alt the leartui ^nfejptns as they are ufually callecl^ 
that of the lavi^ is' the inoll (>r6pTtious> in this country at 
feaff) to Hich as poflefs talents^ but are deititute of fortune- 
It' 7Soxi% a greater Vafiety of opportunities for a young 
man to bring bbch his natural and acquired parts intoa coa** 
i^icuous ^oint of y\&»y tqd con(equently to turn them (baD 
adyantagebUs account,' thfin any other; and where /lerling 
abilities ai^cf tiiift^ with induflryandappHcation, the cHancd 
tt fticcefs is highly fl^ttiring. In fupport of this aflertion, 
tone might frier with great confidence to the catalogue of 
Minent pinfbiis, Who have AHed the firftle^ departments 
of thi$ kiAgdbm far centuries paff :' t&e court caleifthr^anct 
tfitf peef age of the jprefent day^ wiR fbmifli proofs ftill more 
dbcifiveJ ' . ' . . 

• KdwarJj Lord Tharitow, wars bor«, A. !>.. t73ff, at 
Afhfidd, an obfcore village in the county of Sufl^oll:, of 
which his fether, the ♦ reverend Thomas Thurlow (who 
Sed hr 1762), was vicar, and whence he hidifelf derives 
fiis barohy* The family, like moft other* who bear the 
firtne name with a great man of fermer times, is (kid to be 
defcendcd ftbm the celeteated Thurfoe, the fecretary of 
GRre^ CromweH; but rf fo, the heralds have omitted the 
circumflrance, for it is not mentroned in the peerage'f : 

The fiibjcft of the prcfcnt ikefch, after rceeiving* a t(^ 
ferable education from bis father, who \s f^id, ^haps un* 
jtrflly, to have- attended to the learning ^nly of his chiK 

U dren 

' ^ ttcnaxrM fitizabeCH Sfmitfi, of Aflifielfl', by whom he hafl iJETue. 

I. IPhe pfdtnt JLor^. 

2.. Thomas, who died Bifhop of Durham, May 27, 1791, aged 56 ; and, 

jV-John, a manufa^hirer at Norwich, who died March 4, 1782. 

^ A (lory formerly circulated, if true, docs great honour to his Lord/hip^ 
as \t ejriflcesatotal abnegation of that iilly ^aoitf 'whiflh fometimes actom* 
jNMifts etvn great ehonStfrs. 

Oii ht. Bc afted by '^ eacttvw, while L^rfl HI^ Cfmncellor, **V[ittc'H% 
Bot deffiended fiom the great iccretary Thtoeloe ?"* hr is (aid tb baMre rt« 
plied as foHows : ** There were two of that name va mv. cjoRxi\\rf ,^\t\ ^dwt 
one Thufioe the /^ate/inan, the other ThurVow \h« caxixw,— A?l\xv ^<i^^tu\- 
cd fiom the litter,*' 
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dren, he was removed to Cambridge, where he was en- 
tered of Caius college, under the tuition of Dr. Smith, the 
preient mafter. While there, his conduct was fo irregu- 
lar, and his ipicit'fo haughty, as often to provoke acade- 
mic cenfure. The frequency with which this was admi- 
niftered, had no other effefl upon a mind naturally Dntrad 
table, than to produce occafions for ftrifter diicipline. At 
length it was hinted to him pretty plainly, that a Tolontary 
departure from Cambridge would be a prudent ftep on his 
part, to prevent the higheft punifliment that an univerfity 
can inflift^ He accordingly quitted his college without 
taking any degree, and repaired to the metropolb, where, 
after fpending fome confiderable time, and exhaufting his 
finances, in a manner, we may fuppoGe, not very different 
iProm that which had diftinguiflied him elfewhere, he en- 
gaged, at the entreaty of his friends, in the ftudy of the 
Hw, and accordingly entered himfelf of the Inner Temple. 
How he conduced himfelf in this new fituation is little 
known ; but thofe who remember him fay^ that there was 
;iothtng either in his application or his converlation, that 
warranted any expectation of his fubfequent celebrityt 
Even long after his being called to the bar, • he continued 
unknown and unnoticed, and confequently unemployed^ 
At length a fortunate circumftance occurred, which gave 
him an opportunity of fhewing to the world that he was 
pofieiOed of powers of the firft order. By fome means or 
other, with which we are not acquainted,* he was em- 
ployed to arrange and ftate the cafe of Mr. Archibald 
Douglas, in the great le^al conteft with the Duke of Ha- 
milton ; and this talk, which was a very complex and im- 
portant one, he executed in a moft mafterly manner; 
' About 

■ '«'> He* had fignaliTed himfelf befoie this, in a caufc, ia whkh the la|e 
.e^lof Wincbcirea.aii4Mr.X.iike-Rol>iiiroawete coDcenwd; and it is not 
at all dnlikely, that it. \cA to)fi\&V>tvTi^Tt\»?^td Ui the gjieat Scotdi coiudi 

afoiif to he mciitioiicd. . / 
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. ' ^About tills tioie he alfo acquired the favour aiid patro« 
nage io£ Lord Weymouth j apd from that moment the 
jSath to honours ztd emoluments lay fmooth before him & 
* for not long after he was made one of the king^s counfel^ 
then (in 1770) appointed Solicitor-general^ and in a few 
months more he fucceeded Sir William de Orej, a^ At* - 
tomey-generaL It is very remarkable^ however, that the 
oniverfity of Cambridge never named him, according to 
ufual cuftom^ one of its (landing counfel. Whether 
this negle£i: proceeded SFrom a recolleAion of his former 
condaA^ or from his having lefc college without takibg a 
dq;ree, is uncertain. But though unmindful of him, it 
redounds to his hoiiouri that on his' advancement to the 
Ghancellorflup, he remembered his old tutor, as well as 
his college aflbciates, and conferred favours upon them 
which they, never coxild have ekpcQed, more efpecially 
firom. one who had met with a treatment bordering on fe^ 
verity at their hands. Many anecdotes of his generofity 
might be related $ but one (hall fuffice. 

White at college, he was often too licentious with his 
tongue, and entering once into a difpute with an eledlive 
and teniporary ofiker, he was afked « whether he knew 
that he was talking to the dean f"— <* Yes, Mr. Dtan" 
, replied Mr. Thurlow , and never afterwards faw him 
without reiterating " Mn Dean ! Mr. Dean /'* which fet 
theoi^at variance. When he became Attorney-general, 
they met by accident'; and he addrefied his old friend, 
mvritiingfyj *^ How do you do, Mr. Dean f^* which fo 
hurt the oM cantab^ that he lefti^e room without making 
him any reply. On his obtaining the office of Lord Chan* 
cellor,.he took an opportunity of meeting once more with 
bis quondam acquaintance, and again addrefied him with 
« How do you do, Mr^ Dean ?'' « My Lord," replied the ' 
other, follenly^ " I am. not now a dean, and therefore do 
" not deferve the title." " But you are a dean," faid'hi* 
IbrdKhip j << and to fatisfy you that \t u (O) x«^ \Vvi ^^\ > 
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«> by which you will find that you arc DeaH of——: And 
<< I am fo convinced that you Will do honour to tho ap* 
<< pblnttncnt, that I am forry any part of my condiiA 
«5 flbonld have given offence to fo good a man." ' 

\ He was twice elcftcd member of parliament (if his fith 
mination mvj be fo termed) for the borough of Tamworth, 
in Staffbrdiliire ; aod during the time hi fat in the Houfe 
df Commons he was greatly refpefted by both fides for the 
candour, integrity, and talentfi which ho unifermiy diT- 
played. There he became a firm and undaunted ftipporter 
of the meafures of the exifting adminiftratton^ and car* 
tainly no man was ever called upon to defend a more vm* 
popular one. Lord North found hts eloquencci prmnptN 
tude, and refolutioni of fuch vaft fervice to him agunft h» 
numerous and powerful adverfaries^ that in return he gave 
him the great feal, in June, 1778 ( at which tinur he 
was created a peer. 

Oa entering upon this high office he (heWed a firmnefi^ 
and an integrity, rarely equalled. It had been nfiial wfthfin** 
met chancellors to make confiderable alterationsy on th6ir 
advancement, in the officers of their court, with a view 
to ferve their dependants. Or oblige their mbifterial friends, 
a^d in particylar, the commiffioners of bankrupts were 
commpnfy changed. ^ On the prefent occafion, however, 
hardly any alterationt were made ; and only one perlbn 
was difmifled) which he owed to his Own imprudence, in 
fpliciting the influence of his lordQiip's miftrefe. 

t The fituation of the chancellor in the Houfe of Lords, 
as fpeaker, is not only of great importance, but of pecu- 
liar delicacy, and requires much addrefs. The hereditary 
n^embers of the conftitution are generaHy fraught with 
lofty fentknents, and feel but little inclination to bend to 
tfafl authority of a man raifed from among the herd of 
praAitioners in the inferior courts* Although the pewen 
viefled in the fpeaker be very great, yet they bad (cidoro 
been eJLcrcifed over a d«\»xt Vci t^&n^xk% ^dut ^aaoSvxuit^ 
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<f8 of the Boble oretors } ths coofequence of which wis, 

thtt thef firequeadj "^^stndered vide of the, queftioH/ be- 

.fides conmitting otber irregidaritles inconfift^nt tvith the 

. dignity of ibasiguft ah. aflcmbly. Lord Thttflow det<»rmi- 

ned to exert himfeif in vefordiiRg thefe abufts, and &ew- 

ing that la chancelidr ought to be looked «q) to with defe- 

renttt ifiAead of fitting, as had been too often tisie caie,'a 

mere rypber. Hh interference in the deb|rtej to prcftrte 

order, Bnd to confine the inembers immediately to tiie 

pplot» excited ob fmali furprize and dSIatisftAion $ at iaft 

the Duke of Gmfion, feeling faimlelf hurt at a check 

.•ivhich.he had icxperieoced^ remonftrated againft^it with 

great iharpnefs. For this he received a corrc&ioa on the 

. ififtai^t^ in term^ that .weire pomttfdly revere^ yet fpiricedly 

dfc(MK)9« $ aod^ftxn tliat moment Lord T /s charader and 

AVtfaortty roTe lo thepropei: letel in tiiat houfe. 

During the nemainder iof the North adminidration, he 

-irmunited an uniform and able drfender of the mcafiincs 

, of go^rnmept. ladeed a ftronger proof of the uhiverial 

efteem in which he was held by all parries could not be ad- 

4liic^, than in his retaining the &als ait the expreis requeft 

of the Aenr mioiftry, He siever,^ however, cordially united 

.frkb Lord ShdUbum^, when that nobleman was at the 

head lof affairs, though be hdd the chancelkvfiup during 

the whole of lua fliort-Uvedadninifiratioioi. 

On the «ntnaiee of the coalition junto into power, liis 
I^cdflup resG^dhisflation with becoming dignity : but 
yefUaied it agson jsThen ihat ftrasge moafier was driven o«t 
hf the united voice of tiie people. 

Few men in that poft have g^ianed fuch a degree of popu- 
larity aa Lord Tjbnrlow i and it ought to l^e Dbfenced, that 
the times in which he has lived have ixen e^renieijr cri- 
i&al^ and that h&has had to eocQuotdrlnany events of a 
l^ry dij^ttlt natuee.* : 

The moft jeinackji:|xle iperiod in his fife,, and t|iatt vtfmn 
iftkich his future biographer fKil have to dwell wit^ the 
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greateft complacency, is the epoch of tiie king's illnefs. 
No fituation could be more tiying ; and certainly no man 
ever conduced bimfelf in a trying fitimtion with greater 
fortitude or wifdom. His integrity on that occafion was, 
indeed, confpicuous ; and he had the rare fatMaAion of 
receividg for his reward, the grateful acknowlegements of 
both prince and people at the fame time. His fpeeches oa ^ 
the Regency queflion, will ever remaio upon record as the 
moft precious memorials of unlhaken rectitude ; and that 
declaration which in a manner may be faid to have eleAri- 
fied the houfe of Peers, ^^ When I forfake my Jcing in the 
<( Jiour of his difirefs, may my God forfake me I" ought to 
be engraven upon his monument. ■ 

After having a£ted with Mr. Pitt, in perfeA nni- 

. fon, ever fince that gentleman came into office, till the 

prefent eventful war, a marked dificrence of 0{Hnion in the 

cabinet at length rendered the refignation of one or other 

of thefe ftatefmen unavoidable. AccordinglyLord Thur- 

low delivered up the great feal, in a nuinner, and iDtevoi^ 

• that aiFedled his royal mafter very forcibly. Doubtlds 

his Majefty could not but recoUeA, at that moment, the 

. fervices which the ^x-chapcellor had rendered him in that 

awfiil feafon when he was, as it were,- fhut out from ibcie- 

ty,andppprefled witli the moft fevere of human maladies! 

From that time, Lord T. has contest^ himfelf with 

enjoying the otium cum digniiate^ in his retirement at pul- 

wich. But though he has withdrawn . hi&ifelfifrbm> the 

.prefent miniftry, he has not petulantly joined the phalanx 

of oppofition. His mind Is fuperior to party connexion, 

which| at the beft, is but a mean kind of bondage. While 

in office, he preferved an independent fpirit, and was 

always ready to exprefs his difiatisfaAion at the meafures 

. of his coliegues in power i and how that he has no fha^e 

in the government, he is equally free in reproving or com- 

inending either minifteis o^ their oj^ncnts. 
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His great charaderiftics are fteadinefs, uniformity, -and 
inflexibiiity, which often proceed to a length that, in pt^ers^ 
would be termed obftinacy. No man can (bake him fk>ni 
bis purpofe, when his opinion is once fixed. With thi^ 
fpirit of determination, is however, united a powerfii) 
principle of integrity. In all the iituations which he has 
filled, he has conducted himfelf in fucha manner that no 
enemy can find an occafion to faften any fulpicion upon 
him. • Though ailranger to gentlenefs of voice or mimner^ 
he pofleflTes a large and very liberal mind. In the difpofaj 
of preferments, his chief regard ever was to merit i .and 
he has been often known to refift the influence of his mi- 
nifterial aflbcitates, in order to bring in thofe whom he 
fiippofed to be better qualified for the vacant ofiices. 

As a public fpcaker, he poflefles great powers } and 
though devoid of the more winning graces which ileal 
their way to the heart, he carries home conviction to- it^ 
by a feleA arrangement of words, a dignity of utterance, 
a clofe and logical mode of arguQient, and a fingular ex* 
preflivenefs of countenance. 

With fuj^ qualifications, and fuch virtues, not to poflefs 
fome failings would be more than falls to the lot of huma- 
nity. Thofe of his lordfliip arife entirely from a defc^ 
in his early education, and from the peculiar caft of his 
mind. Juvenile habits and indiicretions are rarely (beaker- 
ed in more advanced life, as not to leave fome tinflufe'of 
their influence, unlefs in very flexible difpofitions alene. 

Lord Thurlow's character is replete with mtegrity and 
liberality ; and therefore a few imperfeAlons may the more 
reafonably be excufed^. Coarfe language, at times, is faid 

to 

* One of the mod learned men of the prefent day,perhap$9 dipped his 
peo in xhcgail of party pi-ejudice, when he drew the following charaAer 
of his lordQiip under the name of Novius. 

^Minas polTumus contemnere vocenique fulmincan* Thrafomd idiuf 
Oratoris rv rat o^pu? ttvctnetg iTrqpxoro;, cujus vulticuhim, Dtl^^Qriorum 
iftius xhinoris, ferre pofle fe negat Qoadruplatorum gcoiis omne ettSub- 
fcriptorum. Quid ,enim ? tracutentus Temper, incedic^ tet&quc« «t- terri- 
%rb& lefpcdtp, I)e fi^rcitio autem iilo giiid dicehdiun c^ ? axui<^ (cipHb- 
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to tftfape him ;'tiod (bme faceticrus barrifters harre pretend- 
ed to obferre ah eath quivering on his lips^ while ftttrnj^ 
atiJncohfs Inn; but the unmannerly flranger has ntrdc 
%een flowed to efcape, though his anwilHng retentioa uras> 
doiltiileft, a painfoi emotion. 

His lordfhip was never married^ bat he has feveral mti 
tural children. ' 

Although he rents a honfe» and maintabs' i regdhr^ 
eftstbfifhment^ ihlSt. James's-fquaretyet hcvmr fleeps m 
town; but retires inftandy from the Honfe of Peers to 
his refidence, near Dulwicbi in Surrey. 
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TH£ fttbjfA of this xaemoir ^ aaed with iucce& ^ 
the tlmn&ef faf ^ ibtcf<n» as we\\ i^ ^ fokUer^ XJ^ die 

Qiomaa 

toe iUiicl Qtafi ]P>gmv qna^va Ttdetur } amicin ibiMtiif (Uh tUHpi^v 

Atiante coeium, innidtwr ? 

" Ferunt profcfto Novium in * fumm* feritate elfcv«rfstifciiiunVf»nu 
Irimq^e i^igeob ultj» B^rlwnnn/* Quod fi dem^ti^ ilU M cip^ i^n rtk 
quanta bBfUtoruic, aiit viKoornrekvert Menippcam aut w^oa-Ma aw^^f^vak 
I>f?«pn4in nt fii«m^ Udit mtm jwc^ nodw iegisnque cpigmau a4 f^UcOf 
dlino permiieris. 

•• VtTvido q^odam ct petulant! gcacre dicen^i litituf, eod^mque, nec 
v«ide "Mttnti, twc p!me liorrido, 6olut9c; irrideiYtiitin csehiaiies itA coi^r 
novet, ut ieporci ejus, fcmxilcs et prorluAavetcratorios dicieres. Omnii 
i^qwkbufverh9nm (ikBc bonenim* curfu qaodfim inicita^ k^pnqiie mac 
tiua ne iiibfcjlia qynd^m ipd defid^rant plevioreon et gni\^ttm, Jb ad-* 
^erftiitfatftemlacerandisitacaundiconim figutas jaculatur, itacailidaetma- 
jitio^b jj^rK intff?preurM>ne iUit^r, ita furcic et txacebari ftiH^ nt fiepe on* 
rere tarn alias res aeere opiirpates, ut fic pene infanp inter difcrtos locus. 

* Fait ei^perinai atqueBlii^'F-onuna pro vimuibris.- DkUcir aaMBi 4 
^ucjano^ iaiU cUr^m 'dib apud tsaieniun« qTiirqui« timeatur. -CoipiMPf 
Ipfe i^t^ti^, SK)imi immodicus, 'verbis n^agnlficus, et fpecic inankim maglU 
^u4m ia^ntia validur., Oudia ad.ie Optini;}ciiim iUvi(it« i3iniM|ue «4||»t«| 
eft audoiitatcm, qux homini novo pro facurdia efle poflet. Sdlicct, qua? 
¥rAMsl'itio, Seioquc twrpifllnaa forcnt, Novium no(lrum maxiroe decenr, 
fiquidera ^ fubfcUis elapi'us de Tribunali nunci pronuoxiet, ei ex Prjrcqne 
aionum fa^his fit inftitor cloquentia: fenatoriz, Quara Igitur in dvitate 
gratxam diccndi facultate Q_ Varius confccutus tu, vat\us homo ztxpm 
I'cedus, eiJandemNoviu&intelligiti, illu ipfa faciiltate, qUahic^que hatbcS^ft^ 
efle in 6eniitn cDnfccutum ■ ■ 

■ ■ ■ ^ H ^Mum /eoftfiiiiuit fn/fs : , 

Cnm facicm vldcas, vldetnr efle quantivij pretl : * ' " 

TriHis fcvrriias incft io »6ltu, aique in veihis fijes..^ 
*• Qf thatmator, vfh6 eafrtes «\w2Lct^T\flL \wt<it Iti Ms1>roW, welMffl! 
Hre eioqueiice Thrafonic, and deCvAfc\xs.\o\!L^t^xV>aiv^«*\N<Volt.%X'^ft^ 
like the younger Novius, rcpeU a\i uikd«Vw%^^u^^t\:vO»T^*\^V ^^« "^ - 



bsSkdors i hie iift9 iiedwred V4r» ftfidl ^uftci ipctoc* lie 
Iflught Iemt the f>ficftrvfl(tioin cf to c i^fi rc m AmorkH 4o 

ia Sufcyei ^ bag humMcd itfie euf^mkt'^ hm craMsyj 

JuMoonxtbk^ .va$ Imr^ December ^ift, '758« and fetfM;^ 
iMiTtt bflfia imeirildl Amtsl iiis cmdlc fer the aitaf. He 
accordingly entered into die Arna at a very otrtjr -age;} 
-and we jfind.bim in f 7!$Sf "vrfaenoplf tveotf 7eair8i>kt»and 
at a jperiod «hen prcNtigcions trerc ieis xapid than at pn$« 
ieiit^ A Captain in Colonel CcaixfurdV light iafanirfTy «mder 
the tide of LM. Mnotpc Tbree ytart after dm, he ad* 
•cfunpaBied die Marquit <(t ^ranbf ts» ihie ^OMitihaaty in :£hb 
li#aDtnE»Ue and confidiemwal capacky BfornvSisajOds-iif 
ftamp^ and was of courle attendant on the perlba irf that 
gal^it oohleaQan danDf; t)he campaign. It «inii ihiia/ m 
the jfidds of Germaof , and vndrr the moft lOcBfiii iaad 
^ipjctMroted generals ^f the day, chat Lord fivaoqae ac^ned 
.the radknentsof the bk of iPir^ and pi^ared himfetf to 
4;o8Mnanidothers« by fiift leaming te ^bc«f , 

in I7i5i, he was preauMdl to tlte rank ^ Lieiltenaii^* 
cobnct of ^he twelfth regicQcrK of feet; and we ihen £nd 
JiHB dHchargingWs civil « wdl inaitarydatSes, ^fitting • 
(as a reprefeDtative m parliament lor tlie Soran^ of Bye. 

On the death eflrfs fether, who was the fifth peer of his 
•fiKwfly, in 176^, he of cotnfc vacated his feat in the Houfe 
■ of Cotnunonsj and appeared to the Houfe of Veers, nnder 
the title of Lord Cornwallis. In 1765, he was Tiomiitat^d 
one of the lords of the bedchamber ; and about the fame 
timej was honoured with the appointment of Aid-decamp 
to his prefcntMajefty, which was tantamount tp aprpifio* 
tion in the ix my^ " . •. 

Hisfpirit, lu}wever,wa<.iiiafii)yaiid indcpendeiit. Tht; 
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favours of the crown did not make him forget the duties of 
the peerage; for he voted frequently againft the mintOer, 
and fometimes adopted what is called Hbt popular Jide tli the 
queftion^ in particular, when the memorable bill for ft- 
curing the legiflative power of Great Britain overthe Ame- 
rican Golonies was introduced into the p(^r houfis. Lord 
Comwallis was one of the five who refufed their confimt. 
This feeble, but refpeftable oppofitlon, was headed by-tbe 
venerable Earl Camden*. He alfo, on aaotber reaiarka- 
bleoccafion, entered kis proteft againft the ^ueftion to vote 
away privilege in matters of libel. 

Luckily for the nation,- his political did not interfere widi 
his military career i ibr, in 1766, he was promoted to the 
command of Che thirty-third regiment of foot, which he fiill 
holds; and two years afterwards, married Mils Jemima 
Tulikens Jones, daughter of James Jones, Efq. whofe An- 
gular fucceffion to a large fortune is related at large in the 
.oiemoirs of the facetious Tate Wilkinfon. With this lady, 
who brought him two children (a fon and a daughter), be 
enjoyed every felicity the connubial ftate is capable 
of yielding, until he was called on to embark with his regi- 
ment for America. On this occafion. Lady Comwallis, 
inconfolable at the idea of parting from him, after urging 
every plea that afFe£tioncQuld fuggeft, applied to his uncle, 
then Arcbbifliop of Canterbury, who, at her requeft, pro- 
cured the king's leave of abfence. But, notwtthftanding 
all th^fondnefs of the huiband, duty prevailed over affedioq, 
and a nice fcnfe of honour urged her dearly-beloved lord to 
forfake her* The feparation was, however, too much for 
her weak nerves to bear \ ihe literally fell a prey to lovc> 
funk beneath the weight of her grief, and died 1 thus afford- 
ing a moft fingular am( rpipantic inftaace of conjugal af- 
fection ! 

Shortly 

• I^rd Mansfield nllied his Lordftiip on this occaCon, on icconnt of 
the youth of hi* aflbpiates. « Poor Camden !" laid the Chief Joftkc, 
»f Could you ooly get Com hoY* to fofport you !" 
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, ShotAy sMrhis arrival^ Aaie0ca« ve find his lord(hip 
ferving under Sir William Howe, with the rank of Major- 
general) and afiing as an able and indefatigable pactifan. 
Hm^t^lmitiy in November, 1786, on the Jerfey (befrtj 
at ihc fadad of a detached corps, and found Fort Lee eicsicii- 
ated,'he ijlftandy penetrated into die country, and -took 
po0e0ioa of the province. At the end of the campaign, 
Iwrepaired to New York, with a view to enibark fef Grea( 
Britain ; but having received advice of the difaftrous afiatr 
of Trentown, with the unpreuiedttated gallantry of a foldieri 
he deferred his voyage, and returned to the Jerfeys. 

His lord&ip's Mt enterprize in 17771 was an attempt 
to furprise an. American poft in his neighbourhood, ki 
which be in part fucceeded. Soon after this, he rc^ceived 
orders from General Howe to abandon the Jerfrys, and m 
. July he embarked with the Erfglifh commander *inrchief in 
the«expedition to the Chefapeak, . 

This was jiot a conteft in wh^cft large armies ceotend^ 
wtb each «cber, and in wUcb the fate of a batUe i iM i to 
"decide (be lot of an empire. On the contrary, it was what 
lAePrench term a petite guerre i a war of pofts and of fkir- 
miflies, of night marches and furprifes, in which the cli- 
.mate and the fword cut off thoufands, without putting a pe- 
owd to bbftiiities. It is in yain, therefore, to cxpeGt any 
very fplendid achievements on fo narrow a field of enter- 
. prize, when it is recoHeAed that both armies would have 
fcarcely conftituted an advanced guard to a continental ge- 
neral, in the confli£^we have fo recently witneficd. 

In feveral of the fubfequent events, his lordfhip took a 
very adiye part He commanded a coniiderable body l>f 
troops at the paflage of the l^randyrwino, and after driving 
. the enemy before him, entered and took pofieffipp of Phila- 
delphia, on the 24th of September, 1777. This viras then 
confidered' a very important acquifition: but it^ras foon 
^ifcovered, that a country might be overrun without be- 
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jOg ftibjiigatedv 9fid fhat ih^ po&ffioit ev^ of a province, 
4oesf CioC^ways ^cpeiKi qa fecuriflg ibe capita}. . 

FfOfn timt period untjl .1779, whc» he eidbarkjsd 4sa 

. ^mtca^fit^w^r^ with £Hr H<or}r Cljntpr) for. the (tege pf 

.ChMe(ioivfi9 Imc ^pms to bai^^ faadfewfippoitufiities.of fig- 

•naJfziog btmiiplf* CM the furnsoder ef ihe p4»Ce tbe^cooi- 

piaod^f SoMdi Carolii^) vjth about .40pO:<rpQpSt devolwl 

:«panl|U9i^' Oft besirixig^ this, Geoeral Gates, wfaobadftft- 

fifj^fi^ bifliiMf fo ftmous by the capture ci fiiirgo]^iie.«id.liis 

army.^ ggra^otga, tookpoft fie»r CiBndisn,,irlierie fee had 

coUeded about 1,^600 mtsu Lar4 C^^^v^lii^ J^A^i^ i^' 

%eijfg(da«fitedat this rvsent, ^td^anood mihaa inferior fcrce^ 

tjiind on the fBorningof the i6lh of O^b^r^ a ferere $£6aa 

took pbce, which wasilooiD de.cidbd by <;hQ ^irit of the ^ri-^ 

.ciib if oops, 94}9j Jtfter n imu fire, had ftcourfe to their bay- 

.onvtj a^ (^ Ameri^^xs having at l^og^ciimi jwy, ware 

purfued nearly twenty miles. Seiven pfircos ofctonoo^ Ac 

f ir«a£er part of the ba^gPgei ai¥i a thflu&od pnifooQn» ton^ 

'ilicuted the tr6pfaieeQfthis<lay« 

Early in ijii^ <jeoeral Arnold, who had nov fdioqtt^** 
■ ^ both the caufe and the fervice of hit native cousitrj, bad 
. landtd In the Chefapeak^ where be did confiderable^ilcbief 
^to hif fonanerafiaciatcB. |jord CorawaUis, on hewiflgiOf 
' tbis^.d^fioraxinttl to dSk6k a iunOion .with hiio,, in order to 
.overwhselea the. Marquis La Fayette, fince fa mufiicele- 
• bpHted for his patciatirin and fu&ruags' duiiiig (he pnench 
.fevx^thAtion, ascooiinax^r-iii-rcbijefof the aationaigiuurdK. 

Accordingly^ haying di^atdied thegdlant Coleae} (nam 
' the patiriot Q^mrgX) Tarieton wkh ifae cavalry, >and CkAo^ 
oel Sitncpe having been ittm fopvacxl by Arnold, with the 
Queen's raogcxs, ihey took pdiieiion of the ibnii 091 the 
]>T(^ow4y and.ihe Mrherrioi the DQly xifera 4ii^ iatnrvea- 
ads aqda JMn6^ion accordingly took pla<:ebctwoci\lfac.Cwo 
.armi«,.at:Pptcrfbi*rgh, OJ thaaoth o^iMay^ laoKnadtaedy 
after tbib^ the ^xm&i army crofled Jaoies-river^' at.We&o- 

ver^ 
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ver, tri pu^Aiit of the French cpoidKinder, who bjp this .1 
had decamped from the netghi)oiirhood of Richinmidy'ami 
retired towards the back country with fiuib celerityj that jt 
Vas impoflible to ov^take hiixu 

In the mean While^ Sir Hetirj Clinton, who was appre* 
henfive for the fafety of New*- York, blamed Lord Cora- 
wallis -for penefrating To far; and acooine(s from Ms mo* 
ftientfeems to have taken place, which ended in a ftibfequent 
^irpujLe and appeal to the public. No feoner weretbe dif^ 
patches received, however, than his lordfhip, knowing that 
bbedrence 19 one of the iirfl: duties ofaibldier, abandoned 
Fordmouth, and concentrated his forces at York and 01ou-^ 
eefter. 

. General Wafhington, on learning this^ was deiirous to 
ftrike a blow, that might poifibly put a period to the w^r^ 
and he had aAualiy formed the daring projed of capturiag 
the brave Earl and all his forces. Rocfaambeau, tbeFxencb 
commander, entered with great fpirit into the fchemei atid 
it unluckily proved but too fuccefsful. The combined ar» 
riti^ of France and America accordingly paffed thcougb 
Philadelphia, and at length arrived, on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, in (ight of York-Town, at which the.Britifli troops 
fttU remained pofted, in confequenceof difpatchesfrom the 
commander-in-chief^ promifiiig immediate relief* Lord 
Cornwallison this withdrew his forces within the place, in 
f\A\ confidence of holding out, until the arrival' of the piroio 
mifcd fuccours. The works thus abandoned by him, were 
occupied next day by the confederates, and die town regit'* 
larly inveftedi 

. The £ngli(h comikiander beiug now neckiced tathe after^ 
native of either furrendering or attempting to efcape, of 
courfe preferred die latter, and adually cimvinced the idea 
of croffing the river, furprifing Brigadier Ghoife; who* was 
pofted on the other iide, mounting his own in^try on this 
cavalry of the .vanqutQied, and thus eflFeding a retreat, 
which would have been infinitely more glorious tbaa any 
viftor}'. 

Inpurfuanceof this defign, the li^ht infantry, &c.. \«^cre 
adually embarked in boats, and tranfported to the Gloucef^ 
teribores^.in the courfe of the night 1 but a violent ftorm 
having arifen, the troops were driven much- lower than was 
intended, and prevenced, during a coniiderable time, from 
FcturniiTg. In d>is diftrcfsfui iicuaiion, and^deftitote even 
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oF* ammunition, 'his I'orcKhip, unwilling to expofe the i^' 
mains of his gallant army to an aflault^ confented, on the 
lych of Oi^ober^ to capitulate; and the terms wCttf en 
the whole, not unfavotirable. 

Lord Cornwallis now returned to his native country, iti 
order to repofe hipfelf after the fatigues of anf unfortunate 
war, and enjoy all the happinefs that can'poflMy enfucF 
from the fweets of private friendfbip and public eiSeemw 

During the political contefts that took place in 1782,10^ 
1783, his lordfhip was for a time deprived of his phu:e:as' 
Lieutenant of the Tower of London) which hehad obtain^ 
ed feveral years before ; but in the year 1784 it was reftored 
to him. The calm that «nfued after the. peace, prevented 
his talents from being called into aSion for fome years ; faW 
the affairs of India no fooner beganto ailume a critical a£« 
peA, than a man was looked for, who united in his cnlth 
perfon the eAeem and confidence of the king, the miniftry/ 
and the people. Cornwallis was accordingly pitched upan» 
and immediately appointed to the high, honourable^ and' 
important fituation of Governor-general of Bengal. • 
. No fooner did he arrive there, than a war took place ^rilS 
Tippoo Sultaun, fon of the famous Hyder, who, from butti^ 
ble beginnings, attained great power^ acquired extfcofire 
territories,. and organized an immenfe army. Theconrfiid 
of hbililities :was at firft intruded to the Madras g6vem— 
ment; but little or no progrefs being made, the Govemor- 
generai left Calcutta, and proceeded to the fcene^df adton^ 
where he arrived on the 12th of December, 1790. Hav- 
ing inftantly afilimed the command of the grand army^ he 
proceeded to Vellore, and feenied to mediute an attack on 
the Myfbre count^y^ by the Baramahal Valley. The ful- 
taun, unacquainted with £uropean ta£):ies^ vms deceived by* 
this motion ; for the Englifii foon after made a rapid march 
to the Muglu Pafs, through which they penetrated with lit- 
tle or no oppofition. 

Within a few miles of Bangalore, Tippoo's army at 
length difplayed itfelf on the heights, in excellent orders 
and it foon appeared that his fubjec^ts, as if in love wixh def- 
potifm» were attached both to his perfon and government, 
Noewithftanding this, Bangalore was immediately inveiled, 
and the pettah, or town, ftormesd and taken on the very next 
day. The redudtion of the fort itfelf followed foon after. 

The army having been joined by the Nizam, and a re- 
iaforcement of 5000 men. under Colonel Oldham, Lord 
Coruwallis delcrm'\tvt4 10 uvaictv *<^AvA. ^w^'^'^'ij^vjwv^ the 
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etpital of Tijppoo ; and on tbe .Ijtb of May, ^ army ar- 
rived' within fight of a phce, tbe capture of whtcli was ex* 
peAed to putaperiodto its toils, and reward ait its labours. 
As tbe fultaun had pofted tbtther a few days before, and oc-# 
cupied an advantageous c^mp, it was determined to carry 
it, if poffible, by Alprifev but this iickeme proved abor^^ 
tive, from the vigilance of the enemy, who were, wver- 
thdeis, obliged to abandon their pofition. 

It was impoffibic, however, at this period, tq attempt 
the fiege of fo formidable a.pk^ie ^s Seringapatam ; for, im 
addition to a.fariety of other cauTes, there was an abfolute 
deficiency fai the article of provifions. 
. Haviil| therefore fent notice to General Abercrombiie, 
who was marching to his affiftance, to return, the Com- 
mander-in-chief deftroyed his battering train, and retreated 
Ml Bangalore, beingjoihedon his march thither by ^0,000 
Klahrattas. 

Early, however, in the enfuing fpring, the Britifh army 
l^traded its fteps, and appeared once more before the me^^ 
tropolis of the Myfore, where it found Tippoo again ftroogly 
entrenched. He was, however, attacked, and obliged, a$ 
before, to retreat. The Bombay army ifornvng a junSioh 
foon after, regular approaches were made, redoubts were 
raifed, and had it not been for fome unlucky events, in re£« 
pe& to which his lordlhip was entirely blameleCs, the ful-* 
tgun, after being ftripped of his capital, and bereaved of, 
t^ power, would have laid proftrate at his feet. 

He, however, was obliged to accept of fuch terms as the 
Englifh commander chofe to didate. He confented to cede 
part of his dominions, paid a large fum of money, under- 
took to furnifli a ftill moreconfiderable portion of treafure, 
within a limited period, &c. and entrufted two of his Tons 
to the care of Lprd Cornwallis, with whom they were, to 
remain as hoftages for the due j^rformance of the treaty: 
and here it is but juftice to a prince, whom we areaccuf-. 
tomed to iftyle a Barbarian, to obferve, that he fulfilled* 
every article with the moft fcrupulous punSuaJity. 

This important war being now ended," highly to the ho- 
nour of the Britifh arms. Lord Cornwatlis returned to Eng- 
land, without being enriched by a poft, in which avarice' 
and rapacity could eafilyhave realiFcda princely for tune--^- 
but he iieitherexaSed ay4fl;^Af>^from the conquered fove- 
reign^ nor increafed his own ih^^bni^, by verlality or ektbr- 
don. * 
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Honoirrff and emple^menfs, both r<y treN <«i]<ie<l) awxhof 
him at home. He Rrarf feefbre b«tti mvcfitd • tiWi thr rdfev • 
nra of rfre Garter; he was noir (T'jg2) creattfd ar Marqurs^ 
i^rtiitted a mcnfrber of the Frhry .Cowieff, and kt aAli tfort to 
hi$ other appornttncntf^ wa» nominAeerf t» the IttcradTcof- ' 
fice of Mafftr-gencral eif the Ordnance. 

Remrmng once mare to- the bofem of domefKr happtncfi, 
the marquis Teemed to promrfe to hmrfcff a: l?fe of eafe-andP 
qtiict irr hrs rratrve coutitrjr. Soch, how>f ver^ wai not Bis 
dcftmy; Prelattd wan diforganrted, and the Engfrftr porwer 
there ffrook to its rerj' centre. It vi^as eireit doiibtAr! htrr 
long it would appertain tO' Great Brrtain; for it wai menac- 
ed by infirn^ion wrthirf^ and invafion from withottt. One 
qf fhcfe ereffts had aftuaJfy taken pface^ and the other (ooii* 
foHtTwed. 

h> ifiis critical ffate of affah^, the eye* of the cabfnef, 
and the nation, were once more turned towards* him, and 
hr was invcfJed wiift- the Viccrejal powers, amrrfflr the ac- 
rfamatforrs of both hingdom*. Hi^ ad iiriiiif t raf ion has been 
Aort; fmt ii has* been* foeeefsfti?. The rrifurgents hare 
beeir beaten, rfre dfftpflfefted have becnr difenned, atrrf art in- 
vading cnctnjr htis been- firicenr eaptfve. Hat h?s adtoiintfllra- 
tion ha» beenr accompanied by merici of anoiher, anrf of a 
better kind ; for miKtary dcfpotMhthas ceafed, the fyftcmof 
plonJer and free quarters has bccflr checked^ anrf thte- for- 
tin-e, the rack, the- whips the fcourge, and the haftcr, iibo» 
lifted, as inftrtrments not wifhini the pate of fcgitimater gpw 
vtrmme^f f 
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THE names of Galilee and' of PrieftTeyj. oxckea nKitti- 

tttde of melancholy ideas T— Late poffewty wilT^ however, 

do Uicni juAice ; and aTthou^h too late to be heard by the 

injured individuals, wilT re^ify the miftaken opinions of 

their concem|iorarie9w It will be Scarcely believed, indeed, 

that widiki ar few years of the cooimencemcRt of the 19th. 

century, an OTuflfrioas philoibpher Aould have been driveiii 

irom his native country on account of hfs fuppofed politicar 

dpinioBS i and that a brutaf mob (houTd have been aQawedf 

in the name of ** Church and King,"^ to haVc deffroyed 

h\$ dwclTTng, threatened his pcrfon, and rendered his life 

unfafe> ib the \aud wV\\cVv ^?i\ft YvvtcvVq\\vVvI 
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Dr. Jofeph Prieftley was born Marck 13, 1733, ^^ 
Birftell-field-head, near Leeds, in Yorkftiire. This part 
of the country, , for a long feries of years, has been cele- 
brated for Its manufaftures, and the Prieftleys were on© 
of the firft families engaged in the broad-cloth trade. The 
Po£l;or, whije only feven years of age, -was taken into 
the houfe of an aunt, Mrs. Keighley, and was brought up 
by her hufband, who having no child of his own, adopted, 
and appears to have transferred that affeSion to him, 
which nature had intended for his. own oflFspring. 

Mr. Jofeph Keighley, after whom young Prieftley was, 
moft probably, named, was a remarkable ch^radler. Up 
had beeri once, like St. Paul, a great perfecutor, and like 
him too became a convert. So violent was he againft the 
diflenters, that he was accuftomed to find out their meet- 
ings, which, during the times of perfecution, b^gan about 
eleven o'clock at night, and ended at two o'clock in the 
mornings Happening once to difcovcr their place of wor^ 
fhip, he determined to fecrete himfelf in a convenient 
place, in order to develope their heterodoxical tenets^ ex;- 
pofe their herefies, dete£l: their plots, and deliver theip 
over to the vengeance of the civil raagiftrate. The event, 
however, was far different from what might have been 
expefted from a man feemingly led aftray by blind preju- 
dices ; for after attending to their rites, inftead of deli- 
vering the minifter up to punifhment, he took him home 
to his houfe, and fupported him there, until liberty was 
opened to the fe£t. 

Under this fingular perfon, Jofeph Prieftley was brought 
up, and fooil difcovered an amazing attachment to learn- 
ing. At the age of eleven, he furprifed all who faw him, 
in confequence of his early proficiency. At that time, he 
read, or rather devoured, Bunyan^s works 5 and it was 

X the^- 
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then thought that he would become one of the firfl; Calvin-^ 
iftical teachers of his day. But as the Pj-ieftleys were then 
in a flouriihing ftate, and acquired a certain degree of 
opulence aitd confideratron by trade, they were inclined to 
bring him up to bufinefs. He, however^ was at laft fent 
to the academy at Daveniry, under the care of*Dr. Aih- 
worth, with an intention of being bred to the diffenting 
miniftry, and his lincle dying, his aunt paid' the expenccs 
of his education^ 

But while the zealots for Catvinifm were looting for- 
ward with complacency to the time when their apoftle was 
to commence his piods labours, a change took place, from 
con vision in his religious tenets ; for at this period he be- 
came acquainted with fome Arian and Baxtfcrian minifters, 
whofe arguments appeared to bt ftronger than thofe witt 
whom he had heretofore been accuftomed to aflbciate. 

When about twenty years of age, be fettled, for a littfe 
time, with a congregation at Needham in Suffolk ; but as 
the opinions of the teacher did not correfpond with thofe of 
his flock, and he was too honeft to conceal his fentinlents, 
he was foon deferted. In this fituation, he accepted of an 
mvitation to N^tnptwich in Chelhire ; although thofe who 
wiflied for his moral and fpiritual affiffance, were not abfe 
to promife him more than 30I. per annum. In order to eke 
out this fcanty income, he aGted as a fchoolmaffer ; and 
happening to attraft the notice of men capable of appreci- 
ating his worth, he foon acquired celebrity. 

At this time, there etifted a coHege at Warrington, in 
which the fons of many refpeSable diffenters were brougfit 
up, and where affo a great number •f young men were 
qualified for the miniftry. Thither Mr. Prieftley was in- 
vited, and taught the belles lettres in that inftitution, then 
in the zenith of its reputation. 

As 
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As it was now a proper time for him to fettle in life, and 
the means of maintaining a family prefented itfelf, he de- 
termined to marry ; and was accordingly united to Mifs 
Wilkinfon, daughter of Mr. Wilkinfon, ofBriftoI. 

But the period had now arrived, however, when a great 
revolution was to take place in this once celebrated and 
flourifliing feminary. The principal fupporters of the aca- 
demy, and thofe who had been moft liberal in their fub- 
fcriptions, being cut off in the courfe of nature, and not , 
being fucceeded by men equally warm in their zeal, a fpeedy 
diflblution was threatened. 

At this time, the Do£kor received an invitation to pre- 
fide over a flourifliing and opulent congregation at Leeds, 
and was advifed by his friends to remove tbither. •• 

After fome years refidence there. Lord Shelburne, now 
Marquis of Lanfdowne, engaged him to fuperintend t^e 
education of his eldeft forj. Lord Wycomb, and he conti- 
nued in that capacity during feven years. At the end of 
that period, he retired with an annuity of 1 50I. per annum. 
had he remained ten years, the fum would have ampunted 
to 250I. ; and fourteen year's attendance, would have 
raifed it to 300!. according to previous agreement. 

Soon after this, he had an invitation to Birmingham, 
where he continued until his place of refidence, and the 
meeting-houfe in which he ofliciated, were both burnt to 
the ground I 

A little fubrequent to this cataftrophe, Dr. Prieftley 
fucceeded his old friend. Dr. Price, in yhe diflenting 
meeting at Hackney ; but his fituation being rendered par- 
ticularly unpleafant, and even unfafe, on account of the 
times, he purchafed an eftate in America, and removed" 
thither in 1 794. 

X 2 Since 
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Since hh arrival in America,; he has experienced manf 
diftinguifliedaSs of favour and civility, but thefe have l>eeii 
counterbalanced by fevere affliSions, for he has buried » 
wife and a fon. 

The publications of Dr. Prieftiey are fo mjrtierous, that 
a bare analyfis of them would fill a volume of itfelf. Hif- 
toryy Divinity, Education, Politics, Fhllofophy, Meta- 
phyfics— all thefe, afc different times, have been the fubjefl 
of his lucubrations. But' it is as an e^iperimental philo- 
fopher, that his name and his works will be handed down 
to pofterity. His chemical labours do honour to the natioa 
that produced and exiled hiip. It is to him we are indebt- 
ed for a knowledge of the elenient in which we exift; and^ 
alas I at the very moment he had extended the empire of 
fcience, and analyfed the properties of air, he was, in a: 
manner, iiiterdiSed thatof his native country, and forced- 
»o breath the atmofphere of another hemifphere I 
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THE controverfy refpeCHng the intelleaaal tailents of 
women, as compared with thofe of men, is nearly brought 
♦6-an iflue, and greatly to the credit of the fair fex>w The 
prefent age has produced a moft brilliant condellation df 
female worthiqs^, who have nbt only difplayed enainent 
powers in wo^i.s of fancy> but have greatly diftingui(hed 
themfelves in the higher branches of literary eohipofitioHv 
Our own country has the honour of enrolling among it^ 
' literary ornaments many fentales, to whom the interefb 
©f poetry, morality, and the fcicnccs, arc greatly indebt- 
ed. 
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^i. Among illuftrious living Udies may, with juftice, be 
mentioned the names of Barbauld, Robipfon, Cowley, 
Smith, Radcl'ifFe, Piozzi, Seward, Lee, Hays, Inchb^Id, 
Cappe, Plumptre*, Trimmer,. Yearfley, Williams^ 
D'Arblay, Bennet, Linwood, Cpfway, Ka,uffjqian^ ap4 
Siddons. The female who is tl^e fubjefl of the prefent 
notice is well known to tj>e literary world, by feveral ele- 
gant, ingenious and ufeful publications.* A few partjcur 
lars refpeSing her, therefore^ >vilJiiot only b? anoufing to 
thpfe who have read her works, feut wilj;*lfo be ini^fu&iy^ 
to yoving perfons in the way pf example. 

Mifs Hannah More isUie^ldeft of thr^ein^idep Cfters, 
who were tfae daujghiers of a poor but very worthy pe^iint 
at Hanham, z village near Briflpl. 

Hannah^ nptwit^ftanding the idomeftic <]rudgery which 
neceflfarilyfell.to her lot, itpproved her mioJ d^uring the 
few leifure hours fhe. coiild fpare in reading. It may be 
well fuppofed that her <lock of books was bpt fnoall. The 
firft which fell in her way was the Pamela pf Riicharflfon,, 
the humble fource of aa innumerable pfFsprij^ig : haf^y it 
would haye been for the interefts pf virtue and literaturej 
had the progeny been but as tnnopent as the parent. 

The literary attainment*, fohriety^ modefty, and iav 
duftry oiHofmah Ddtjre^ wer,e fppk^n of with geperal relpeS: 
in hejr native place, and at length raifed her, thrpugh the 
patronage ^f fome refpeQ^bJe perfons there, to the ;ofcfuI 
and comparatively impprtant {jtaiUon of the viUage fobooj* - 
iniflrcfs. Hpr genius ftrjifggled ;ibove all the obAacles of 
that lowly condition, and (he acquired fuch a degree of 
knowledge, as ip enable her, with her fitters, to eiikrge 
the fchool, and to undertake the education of young per- 

fonj 

♦ ThcabletranflatorofKotzcbuc'i w Natural S«a,'» 
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fons above the fituation of thofe to whofe improvement 
their attention had hitherto been direfked. So great, at 
length, was their reputation, that feveral ladies of fortune 
and difcernment prevailed upon them to remove lo Briftol, 
about the year 1765, where they opened a boarding- 
fchool in Park-ftreet. This feminary, in afhort time,- be- 
came the moft refpeSable of its kind in the Weft of En- 
gland j and many females of rank received their education 
in it, ^ 

Among others, who had the advantage of profiting by 
the inftruaion of Mifs More and her fifters, was the cele- 
brated Mrs. Robin/on, well known for her various elegant 
publications in profe and verfe. 

Mifs More had the good fortune of having for a next- 
door neighbour the Reverend Dr. Stonehouje ; who per- 
ceiving her merits, diftinguifhed her by his friendfhip^ 
Ivhichhe manifefted by his inftruQions and his recommen- 
dation. Both of thefe were of the moft eflential fervice 
to her interefts in the line of her profeffion ; andaJfo in the 
cultivation of her literary tafte. Thedoftor was a man of 
extenfive acquaintance, general knowledge, and elegant 
manners. He condefcended to examine the occafional ef- 
ftifions of her pen, and alfo tocorreft them, and through 
his hands all her. early efforts parted to the prefs. The firft: 
of thefe was entitled " The Search after Happinefs, a 
Poem," which was printed, at Briftol, under the dolor's 
eye; and on its publication in London wasfo favourably 
received, as to encourage the author fo further exertions 
of her powers. She next publiflied ^* Sir Eldred of the 
Bower, and the-BIeeding Rock ; a legendary Tale ;'* which 
ftyle of writing was become fafliionable, through the fuc- 
cefsof Dr. Goldfmith's fweet ftory of Edwin and Ange^^ 
Una. 

Mifs" 
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MIfs More now turned her attention to dramatic poetry, 
-pnd produced a '.tragedy entitled Fatal Falschood ; 
which was tolerably well received ; but not fo much as her 
Percy, a tragedy, which met with univerfal applaufe,. 
She alfo wrote another tragedy, called the Inflexiblb 
Captive ; which feJJ fliortof her other dramatic pieces. 
The fuccefs (he met with in this way, was owing, in ^ 
great meafure, to the immediate and commanding patron- 
age of Garripk, who entered warmly into her interefts, 
^through the reconamendatioo c^ P*** Stpnehpufe, with 
whom he was very intiim^te*. 

§he^fterwgrds printed a fmaJl yoKime of *^-Effay5 for 
Young Ladies," in which fbe has recomniended to them 4 
variety of ingenious and excellent obfervations upon the 
moll important fubjeSs, exprefled in elegant language. la 
1782, fhe publiflied 9 work^ perhaps the njoft popular of 
all her pieces, entitled " Sacred Dramas; to whiph is ad- 
ded, Scnfibility, a poetical Epiftle." In this volume, fhe 
has dramatized, in a very natural and feeling manner, 
fome of the moft afFe£l;ing and inftruSive narratives in the 
^cred hiftory. l^any pf thcfe had been previouflyperf 

fprined 

* The do6tor was one of the moft corrcA tnd elegant preachers iii 
the kingdom. When he entered into holy orders, he took occafion to 
profit, by his acquaintance with Garrick, to procure from him f©me 
valuable inftru6lions in elocution. Being once engaged to read prayers, 
and to preach at a church in the city, he prevailed upon Ganick to go 
with him. After the feryice, the Britilh Rofcius afked the do^S^or whkt 
particular bufinefs he had to do when the dirty was over : «* None," 
faidthe other : *' I thought you had, (faid Garrick), on feeing you enter 
if the reading*defk in fuch a hurry.'' — ^'* Nothing (added he) can be 
'* more indecent, than tQ fee a cler^^yman fet aj^out facrcd bufinefs as ^if 
** he Were atradefman, and to go into the church as it he wanted to get 
•* out of it as foon at poflible.'* 

He-next aflccdthe dodlor, "Wh^it books he had in the de/k before 
** him ?— « Only the Bible and Prayer-book."—" Only the Bible arid 
«* Prayer-book," replied the Player; << why you tofT/d them (:acl;war<ls 
** and forwards, and turned the leaves as carelefsly as if they were ihofc 
f f of a day-book and ledger." 

The dodlor was wife enough to fee the force of thefe obfervations, and 
in future he avoided the faufis they were dcfigncd to reprove, ^ 
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formed by her pupils ; and had given fo much fatisfaSlon 
to thofe who had feen the performances or read the pieces, 
as to occafion nunierous folic! tations that they might be 
printed. The voice of the public accorded with the fenti- 
ments of private friendftiip, and thefe dramas have not 
only gone through feveral large editions, but, we believe, 
they have been, and are now frequently petformed in ref- 
feflable boarding-fchools. 

Her next produfiion was in a diflFerent ftyle of compo- 
fition; it was entitled " Bas Bleu, with the Tale of Flo- 
rio,*' 1785. This poem is fomewhat in the manner of 
Fontaine, and hits off the prevailing follies with great 
fmartnefs and tafte. The foundation of it was the S% 
Stocking dluhf inflituted by Mrs. Montague. 
' In 1 788, appeared a fmall volume, called " Thoughts 
on the Manners of the Great ;" which attrafled an uncom- 
mon degree of curiofity. As it was anonymous, fome 
conjeaured it to be the performance of one perfon, and 
fome of another. The prefent Bi(hop of London, Mr. 
Wilberforce, and many others, were reputed to be its au- 
thors ; but at length it was difcovered to have iffued from 
the pen of Mife More. In this work (he attacked, with 
great fpirit, the encreafing licentioufnefs of high life. 
• In the period between thefe two publications Mifs 
More and her fillers had refigned th^ir fchool, in favour 
of Mifs Mills, and retired to a neat CQttage, which they 
had purchafed with the fruits of their joint induftry, at the 
foot of Mendip hills. 

Here they inftituted a funday-fchool, which ha$ greatly 
encreafed, and been abundantly bleffed under their piou$ 
and judicious management. 

In 1 791, Cur author" publiflied, without her name^ a 
ufeful and popular little volume, entitled " An Eilimate 

of 
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of the Religion. of the Fafliionable World." This weJI- 
timed performance expofes ftxongly that lifelefs proftflioa 
of Ghriftianity which is the general charaderiftic of the 
Jiigher orders of fociety. She has herein the honour of 
haying preceded Mr. Wilberforce, and fonrie other eminent 
perfons, in pleading for the necefllty of a found religious 
faith, in order to an acceptably courfe pf moral prac- 
tice. 

About this tinie a foqiety \y^s formed^ whofe pbjeQ wa^ 
the iqftruQion of the Poor in morality and religion. The 
plan adopted was, to print ftriking, amufing, and inftruc* 
tive traSs, adapted to the capacities of common perfons^ 
and coming eafily ^ithin their ability to purchafe. Oi^ 
this ground the Cheap Repofitory was cftabliftied, by 
■which many thoufands of moft ufeful pieces have 
been circulated in the manufaQuring towns and villager of 
this kingdom. In this benevolent defign Mifs More was 
ofiie of the firft concerned, and towards the fuccefs of it 
(he has been particularly aflifting by htr excellent contri- 
butions. Among other ufeful traSs of her writing we (hall 
only mention ^^ The Shepherd of Salijhury Plain ^^ ^ little 
performance which perfons of a refined tafle may read 
with pleafure and profit. She alfo endeavoured to coun- 
terafit the progrefs of thofe political principles which the 
French Revolution had made fo fafliionable; and printed 
ibme fmall tra6ks, particularly one entitled " Village Poli- 
tics," in the way of dialogue, which obtained a wide ex- 
tent of circulation. 

Mifs More has the credit of having drawn Mrs. 
'Yearfley, the celebrated poetical milk-woman, from her. 
obfcurity into public notice and favour. When flie had 
difcovered this remarkable phenomenon, Ihe immediately 
began to eyert her benevolence, and by her unwearied 

afliduity, 
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aflidujty procured a Jiberal fubfcription to the poems of this 
child of nature. She alfo drew up an interefting account 
of the milk-woman in a letter to Mrs. Montague; which 
letter, in order to enlarge the fubfcription, was publiftied 
in the newfpapers and magazines of the day. By the 
attentions of Mifs M. a fum was raifed fuflScient to place 
theobjeftof theminafiluation more fuijable to her genius. 
But we are forry to be obliged to add, that a difagreement 
almoft immediately followed the publication of the poems 
in queftion, between the author and her patronefsj which 
is faid to have been occafioned by the latter's taking the 
management of the ful^fcription-money into the hands of 
herfelf and fome feleS friends. The motive with which 
this was done is greatly to the credit of Mifs More and 
her friends, as it was no other than a defire to proyide 
permanently for Mrs, Yearfley and her young family.?— 
She, however, had a different opinion, and tl^ought it was 
unjuft in them to >yithhold from her the management of 
her own property. She went further, and endeavoured to 
reprefent her beft friend as a£tuated by unworthier fentiments^ 
the worft of which was that of envy. Some attacks were, 
in confequence, niade upon Mifs More in different publi- 
cations; but, confcious of the purity of her own views, 
(he paflTed over thofe invidjous attempts to prejudice the 
public mind againft her in filence- 

Another remarkably phenonaenon in that neight^ourhood 
alfo attraQed Mifs More's curiofity and benevolence about 
that time. A flr^ngp female, of ejegant figure and man- 
ners, had been feen, for fome confiderable tin^e, hovering 
about the fields near French-hay, and Hanham, of whom 
no particulars could be known. She thankfully received 
any humble food that was prefented to her by the pealknt^^ 
but always took up her night's lodging under a hay-ftack. 

Various 
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Variojus attempts were made to gain from her the place of 
her birth, but in vain. It was evident that (he was a foreign- 
er, and ftrange furmifes were naturally formed, refpedjng 
her country and connexions. Mifs More's humanity was 
roufed upon this interefting occafion ; and chiefly by her 
means the fair ftranger found a comfortable afylumin the 
houfe of Mr. Henderfonj^ at the Fifhpon'ds, father of the 
celebrated, but eccentric, John Henderfon, of Pembroke 
college, Oxford. 

. Our benevolent author wrote an account of the *^ Maid 
of the Hay-ftack," which was printed inmoft of the publica- 
tions of the p^fipd, 

Mife More has long been honoured with the particular 
friendfliip pf fome of the moft diftinguiflied peffonages in 
the kingdom. She fpends fome months in the year at the 
Duke of Beaufort's feat in Globcefterfhire. She is alfo 
greatly efteeriied by .theBifhdp of London, Mr. Wilber- 
forc^, and other perfons eminent for litem uire and piety^ 

In the Y'l^age where (he refides, with her fifters, a great 
^nd pleafing reformation has been accomplifhcd by their 
means. Ewy Sunday evening the children of the fnnday- 
fchools, under their inrimediate patronage, are aflembled in 
the (bhool-room, together with the farmers' fervants, and 
fuch other grown perfons as chufe to attend. In this littld 
congregation prayers are offered up, a plain difcourfe read, 
and hymns ibng. Pertinent queftrons aie propofed to the 
adult part of the auditory, on the plain truths of Chriftra- 
hity; and the whole of this pleafing fervice is concluded 
with a cheerful hymn of praife to the God of all thefemer- 
qies. :•.... 

N. S. 
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MR. ALDERMAN BOYDELL^ 

In a volume containing the bigography of the eminent 
^irtiAs jof this country, claim9 a peculiar zpd pre-en)jneiit 
diilinQion ; for though the produ^ons of his own burin 
cannot be clafled with thofe of men who have devoted 
th^ir lives to the pradicai part of their profdHion, he has 
rendered more real fervice to the Englifli f^phool than tha 
yvhole m^fs of our English nobility, and may very fairly 
be dcnoipinated the father of the ^rts in Great Britain. 

He was born on the 19th of January, 1 719, ^t Dorriogt 
ton, in Shropftiire, of which place his grand-father was 
yic^r^. His father, who was a (fiti^-furveyor, ialieiidcd 
Jiis fpn for his own profeflion ; and ha^ it not been for one 
pf thofe little accidents which determine the paih that msf$ 
are deftined to walk^ he had wafled tb^t life, whidi has beea 
fo honourable to himfelf and beneficial to his country, in 
IX)^afuring an^ valuing the apres of Shropftiire iquires, and 
the manors of Welfh baronets. Fwtunately for htmfelf» 
and the arts, a trifling incident gave a different iiireftxon to 
his mind, and led him to aim at the delineatioh of (cenes 
more pi£lurefque than the ground-plans of hoofes, bound«- 
daries of fields, or windings pf oblbqre roads. 

While be was yet very young, chance threw in his way 
*^ Baddeley's Views of different Cotmtry Scats ;" anaongft 
them was one of Hawarden Caftle, Fiintfliire, which being 
the fe.at of Sir John Glynn, by who^ he was then emplpyed 
in his profeflional capacity, and in the parifti of which his 
father was an inhabitant, naturally attrafked his attention. 

An 

♦ He was afterwards vicar of Alhbourne, and redor of Mapleton^ 
both in Dcfbyfiiirc. 
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An e%zGt delineation of a building he h^d (o often cdntem- 
plated, afForded him pleafure, and excited an aftonifliroent 
eafier to conceive than defcribe. Confidering it as an drt- 
' gravingy^nd naturally refleding that from the fame coj^per 
might be taken an almoft indefinite number of impreflioDt, 
he determined to quit the pen and take up the graver^ as 
an inftrument which would enable him to difTdminate what- 
ever work he could produce, in fo much wider a circle. 
This refolution was no fooner ma<fe, than it was put in ex- 
ecution ; for with that fpirit and perfeveranoe which h^ h^ 
manifefted in every fucceeding fcene of his life, he, at 
twenty-one years of age, walked u^ to the metropolis, and 
at the age of twenty-one bound himfelf apprentice 
for feven years to Mr. Toms, the engraver of the print 
which had fo forcibly attracted hh attention. 

Thefe, and accidents equally trifling, fometimes attraA 
men of ftrong mitids into the psith tiat leads dire/l to fami^ 
and have been generally confidered as proving that they 
were born with fome peculiar genius for fome peculiat 
fiudy ; though after all, geilius is, perhaps, little rfiore than 
what a great moralifl has defined it—*** A mind iuUhfirmg 
powers i accidentally dire^ed to fome particular obje^ ; for it 
is not eafy to conceive that a man who can run a given dif- 
f ance in a fliort time with his face to the eaft, could not do 
the fame thing if he turned his face to the weft." Be this 
as it may :— It is recorded of Co^yley, that by readingSpen- 
fer's Faerie Queen, he became a poet. Pope fays of him- 
felf, that while yet a boy he acquired his firft tafte for 
poefy by the perufal of Sandys's Ovid and Ogilby's Virgil j 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds had the firft fondnefs for his art excited 
by the perufal of Richardfon*s treatife on Painting ; and, 
as we have before obferved^ Mr. Alderman Boydell was in- 
duced 
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duced to learh the art of engraving by the eoaiTe pridt 
of a coarfe artift^ reprefenting a mifhapen Gothic 
caftle. 

His conduft durifig his apprenticelhip, was Eminently 
flffiduous ; eager to attain all poffible knowledge of ian art 
on which his mind was bent, and of every thing that would 
be ufeful to him, and impelled by an induftry that feems 
inherent in his nature^* whenever he" could, he attended the 
academy in St. MartinVlane toperfeS himfelfin drawing; 
his leifure hours in the evening were devoted to the ftudy 
of perfpeSive, and ^earnirter French without the aid of a 
maftcsr;— to improve himfelf in the pronunciation of the 
language he had thus acquired, he regularly attended at the 
French chapel. After very fteadily purfuing his bufinefs 
for fix years, finding himfelf a better artift than his teacher, 
he bought from Mr. Toms the laft year of bis apprentice- 
lhip, and became, his ow.n mafter ; and the firft ufe he 
made of his freedom was to retusn into his own country, 
where he married a very deferving young perfon to whom 
he had an early attachment, and with whom he lived many 
years in great felicity. During his flay he made many 
drawings of different romantic fpots, and remarkable build- 
ings, in Derbyihire and Wales, if which he afterwards en- 
.iJraved: but his firft publication made its appearance in 
1 745, immediately after he was out of his time, and was 
entitlqtl the Bridge-book -^ it confifted of fix fmall-fized 

land-fcapcs, 

♦ How ftriking a contraft does h'* t;dndu& form *o that of Chatelaine, 
•^hp was at the fame period employed by Mr. Toms,- and in the fame 
worklhop etched and eogravcd at one fhilling an hour; but 'who, with all 
his tafle and talents, and he had much of both, was fo diihpated and idle, 
that at the expiration of the firft half-hour he frequently demanded his 
fixpence, and retired to a neighbouring alehoufe to expend it, 

X Among thefc were a view of the ftraits in Dovedale, Matlock baths 
Cromford, Bcelton-cafUc, Chcftcr-caftle, Conway caftle, and Dcnbigl? 
callle. 
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knd-feapes, deiigned and engraved by himfelf, and Ibid at 
a (hilling. With this the public were pleafed, and the ' 
fale of it encouraged and enabled him to proceed with vi- 
gour in his future works. The paper and printing would 
now cod more than the fum the book was at that time fold 
for. 

The arts were then at a very low ebb : inferior prints, 
from poor originals, were almoft the only works which our 
Englifli artifts were tkougXt capable of performing, nor 
were they (with the exception of the inimitable Hogarth, 
and two or three more), in j^eral, qualified for much 
better things. The few pedjSTe who had a taQ^^ higher ' 
art, gratified themfelves by the purchafo 6f Flemi(h and 
Italian piSures, or French prints ; for which, even at that 
period, the empire was drained of very large fums of mo- 
pey. This, to a young man, who felt that his own intereft 
was hurt, and the nation diihonoured, and who was con- 
(cious that, with proper encouragement, better things might 
be done, mud have been a mortifying profpeS. But 
though he might lament that the courfe of the ftream ran 
fp much againft his own and his country's intered, his 
powers did not then enable him to turn the curreor^ he, 
therefore, for the prefent, followed it, and defi^ntd and 
engraved many views of places in and about Lo^on ; 
which were generally publifhed at the low price of one (hil- 
ling each. Befides thefe,he copied many prints'from Van- 
develde, Brooking, Berghem, Oftade, Caftiglione, Salvator 
Rofa, &c. t 

The facility with which he drew, etched, and managed 

the 

f Even at this period, he was fo much alive to fame, that after having 
paft feveral motiths in copying an hiftorlcal pifturc of Coriolanus, by 
Sebaftian Concha, he fo much difliked his own engraving* that he cut the 
plat€ to pieces. 
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the dry needle, enabled him to complete a great number of 
prints; and with a view of (hewing the improvr^ment of 
the art fmce the time of their publication, the aWerm^n 
lately collcQed the whole into one port folio, and publidi- 
cd it at five guineas*. In his irttroduaion to this work, he* 
fairly remarks : 

" That to the lovers of the fine arts it may be an objefl: 
of fome curiofity, as it vyas from the prbfits of thefe prints 
that the engraver of them was firft enabled to hold out en- 
couragement to young artifts in- this line, and thereby, he 
flatters himfelf, has fome what contributed to bring the art 
of engraving in Engjandto fuch a ftate of'fup^riority. It 
may likewife be added, that t^is is the firjl hook that ever 
node a Lord Mayor of London. Few men have had the hap- 
pinefs of feeing, in a fingle life-time, fuch a rapid improve- 
ment ; and the pubiiflier will be gratified, if in the fuftH-e* 
hiflory of the art, his very extenfive undertakings (hall be 
thought to have contributed to it. When thefmallnefs of 
this work is compared with what has followed, he hopes it' 
will imprefs all young artifts with the truth of what he has 
already held put to them— that indujlry^ patience, andperfe-^ 
verancey tmited to talents, are Certain to fur mount all difficul-' 
ties.'' 

To return from the alderman's precfept^, to his publicati-' 
ons. Finding that the tafte for prints encreafed, and that 

^ futns 

* The number of thefe prints, which were drawn and engraved at a 
time when the artifl had much other bufinefs to attend to, difplayed un- 
common induftry ; and the manner in which many of them wei;c exe- 
cuted, evince talents, that practice, and his conQitutional pcrfcvcrance, 
would have rendered highly refpeftablc. The man who could engrave 
fuch a print as ^he Medea and j^fon, from Salvator.Rofa — ^if Jbc hsibd not 
become the firit in his profciTion— muft have been in- the very firH iine^ 
The pen and ink drawing of Wrexliam-church, feveral views in Dcrby- 
ihire, & c. and a very corrcdt and fpirited copy from Hogarth's enraged, 
mulician, are now in the pofleffion of Mrs. Nicdl, of PaU-nian, 
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furm larger 'S«d larger were anmjaDy drawn out of this 
country by French artifts, he fought for an Englifli engra- 
"ver who could equal, if not excel them-<^and in Woollet he 
found one. The temple of Apollo from Claude, and two 
premium pidures by the Smiths of Chichefter, were a-: 
mong the firft that be engraved ; but the Niobe, and the 
Phscton, from Wiifon, which were publifhed by fubfcription 
at 5$. each, were the two great pillars on which WooUet's 
weii-earned reputation was built* For the (irft of theni^ 
the alderman agreed to give tb^ oc^raver fifty guineas^; 
and when it was coippleted he paid- him a hundred;^ The 
feccnd, the artii^ agreed to paint for fifty guineas, and the ' 
alderman paid bim one hundred and twenty. Proof^prints ' 
were not, at that time, ooniider^ as having any particular 
vakie; the ftw that were taken off to examine the progrefs 
of the plate, were delivered to fuch fubfcribers as wiflied to- 
hav^ them, at the fame price as the common impreffioris. ' 
Several of thefe have been iince bought in public auSions, 
at tisn pounds each. At Mr. Hilliard's ikie, one of them 
foU for eleven guineas. 

The number of fine— of inimitably fine prints which 
have been iince that time engraved in this country, have, 
indifputably, fix^d the Englifh fchod about every other in » 
Europe ; and been a very important article in the com- 
nierc!9 of this nation, by altering the balance immenfely in 
our favpvr. 

The alderman has not confined himfelf to prints, he haa -. 

Y alf^ 



^ The iimnenfe difference between the prices paid to artifts wwdand 
/i^^a, is almoft incredible •, — the Mcffrs. Boyd ells, in their advertifement 
to the print of Major Pcarfon, aflcrt, that painting the pidurc, engraving 
the print, and every incidental expencc, coft them the immenfc fum of 
fivethourand poim<L\ 
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Kitends on induftry— a ftrongpropenfity for poetry. Pope^ 
fpealittg of himfelfi foy< : 

< , f AA.3Tt cf clii)d» ndr.yiet a fool to i»me, 

^ . '^. X Jii^M 2a ouml^rty for the jauabcts camc^ff 

. . Tbf^ fi^ems to have beenalfo the cafe of George Pycr^ 
■ with only this diSerence, that while the one wooed the 
f[^uf«^ in his veriiacular t<\ngue only, the oUier had Ufcewifc 
^epDurfe tptafopeign idiom, and add/cQed die daughters of 
Jupiter :^nd Mnempffnc, in what is (w^pp^d ^j have been 
t}?eir luuttve language. Thii elaffiu?al t^e, partieular ly hit 
ardent attachment to the-Greek and Latin authors, at 
length procured him a patron ki the pcrfon of Dr. A&ew^ 
a phyfician of great fortune^ ^md confiderabte influence; 
diftinguifhed for his knowledge of Greek literature, and bis 
Taluable colle£UoD of l)oo&a and MSS. in the fame Ian-' 
guage. Pl&afed with the early proiieiency,^ and congenial 
<liQ>ofition- of the young man, be IcK^^ an intet'^it iq hia 
fiA^e$, andpurfoits^Y and.pcefaging that be wpukl dEiftii^ 
gui(h himfeif sA f«ix>e &Mune peiiod, piMaJT^ th^ b^ 
ibQuU.iee bim amply provided for... Btily alast fiieb i$ the , 
VP^emioty of humanUf^j. that th>$ wQP^y miuv^'acicvt 
cS fi^on after ; andihait,.U)p^ 9^ a time, whk^^jhj^pii^ only 
beheld. the bioffomi^iaid h^d Boi jet tt9ii%oi:th» fnti^qi 
cxpefbtton.^ 

-. Notwithflanding tints, ierere.liftfs, he repairad.to. Cam- 
[faridge; andi, in oonfequence of t&e ccMSQe^iion. abovQ at* 
kided to, chofe Emanuel college^ whei^e his friend had beea 
educated. > . . - .. 

i /kmay not be improper here to obferve, that a confide- 
rajjle time previous to this epoch, Mr. Dyer acquired fome- 
^.hatofft gloomy eaP; qf mind^ and xotnnefikdbimfelf 

• witb 
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with many of the fcQaries. In confequence of lli.Js, the 
claflics were no longer fuch favourites as before ; modern re- 
jigionifts were reejurred to, in preference to heathen poets % 
and even the ruling paffion w^s fufpended : for the mufts 
and methodrfip do not affort well together ! 

During the greater part of hi^ ftay at Emanuel college, 
George led a retired life ; frequenting only the company 
of fome few men who happened to think like himfelf. HJs 
reh'gious propenfitres do not feem, however, to have altq^ 
^ether relaxed his ardour for fludy, as his application ws^s 
ftili confpicuous : though his mind revolted at the tram- 
miU of collegiate difGipline. This is not at al| to be won- 
dered at, when his favourite pur/uiis ^re repplleSed ; fqr 
^en of feryid imaginations are unwrlling to fubje£l: thenv 
felves to the ^-igors of the Alexandrian fchooi ; and althp' 
Ptolemy, king of Egypt, difdgined not to become the 
pupil of Euciid« jet but few poets or religionids have 
evinced a turn for matbeaiatics. Indeed, fuch an averfio^i 
is not difficult to be accounted for : this fublime fcience i^ 
founded on demonpration^ and it is not on. fu^h a bafis, (ha^ 
either the fancy of the one, iw the fuperftition of thf 
other, can poffibly be trt&.^, ; 

Mr» D*s. ftudies were accordingly confined to Metaphyr 
fics. Theology, and the Claflics. Some time* before he 
had taken his degree^ his mind began to range abroad, and 
to fpecuhte freely, relative to fyftematio chriftianity, and 
gbftrad enquiries concerning firft truths. If this propenftr 
ty be not unfortunate, it is, at leaft, unprofitable ; mor^ 
fefpecially to a young man like the prefent, all of whofc 
hopes in life originated either from his college or the 
church. The confequence was, that after a fit of melan- 
choly, the (tern diSates of principb got the better of aU 
interefted views, and the theologian (for fuch h0 hsu! no^ 

become) 
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become) delermincd to overftep the threfli6ld of tlfie 
church. A i 

All golden dreams of preferment being thus Uafied in 
the very outfet, by the breath of confcientious fcruples, 
Mr. D. naturally turned his mind towards a fituation, for 
which he feems to have been admirably adapted, both by 
the excellence of his education, and the pfacidnefi of hrs 
manners. InftruSed himfelf, he, accordingly, determined 
to inftruft others, and for fome time affifled the Rev. Dr. 
Grimwood, who then kept a very refpeSable academy at 
Dedham, in Eflcx, from which he has lately retired. 

But he at length determined to return to Cambridge, 
^vhere he made an open avowal of his diffent from the 
eftablifhed church. "While at the univerfity, he had become 
acquainted with a very extraordinary roan, the Rer. 
Robert Robinfon, the apoftle of the Bapttfts, wk^ wliem "he 
for «fome time refided ; at this period, he preached occafi- 
onally in his meeting-houfe, which almoft faced Emanuet 
college — he alfo appeared frequently in the pulpits of 
others of the diflenting clergy, both at Cambridge, 
Oxford, &c. 

After fignalifing himfelf in this manner for fome tim^ 
without any particular adherence to creeds or fyftems, Mr. 
D. at length determined to put a period to his miffion. 

Having repaired to Cambridge, he was encouraged to 
undertake a work on the fubfcription to the XXXIX arti- 
cles of the church of England. Many oif the difienters 
countenanced the plan ; artd there were not wanting ftvc- 
ral even within the walls of the univerfity who encouraged 
It, fijch as the Rev. Mr. Tyrwhitt, who aaually introduced 
a grace for the rcnooVal of what he conceived to be an in- 
tolerable burden, Mr. Hammond, fellow of Queen's, arid 
1N4r. Frend, fellow oC Jefus'. 

Having now acquired a certain degree of reputation 

from 



MR. dyth. 317 

ftam his ** Inquiry into the Nature of Sufbfcrlprions,'' &c. 
-be determined to try his fortune in London. Hi J firft occu- 
pation in the capital required great nciemory, and feme 
ftalents ; ihefe he poffeflfcd, but it was attended with a dcr 
^ree of drudgery that proved intolerable. He accordingly 
.foon difcovered, that the office of reporter of the debates in 
the Houfe of Commons was unfuitable to his difpofition ; 
Jbe therefore quickly relinquifhed it, and publiftieda fecond 
.edition of his book on fubfcription, greatly enlarged and 
improved. It is a mifcellaneous compofition, and abounds 
with politics, theology, metaphyfics, criticifms on the 
fcriptural text, an examination of the fathers, &c. About 
ttie fame time he printed a volume of poems. 

Mr. D. now formed an extcnfive acquaintance among 
men of letters, and engaged in the bufinefs of profeflional 
.criticifm, being at that time employed in writing for the 
Reviews ; he alfo ailifted gentlemen in acquiring, or re- 
gaining their knowledge of the claffics. 

Itfhouldbe obferved here, that on his arrival in the me- 
tropolis he threw off his black coat, and aflumed, in all 
refpeSs, Tifecular appearance^ except in refpe£l to his hair, 
wiiich ftill favoured of the ecclefiaftical tonfure : lie, how- 
ever, has lived long enough in the world to fee even this 
become falfaionable ; for, after having been confined for 
fome centuries to the clergy, it has been recently adopted 
by the beau mo^de. 

On hiscommg to town, befoiind party difputes and opi- 
nions running very high; but although hehimfelf had been 
an orator in the pulpit, and was acciiftomed at times to 
fpeak extemporey yet he never delivered his fentiments in 
any fociety of the reformers ; for he feems to have confi- 
dpred himfelf in h\B political noviciate j and to. have preferv- 
p^ the referye, fo rigorgufly enjoined to the difciples of tl^ 

Samian 
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SaipUn fage. But although filent himfelf^ he may hffv# 
been faid to have, literally, opened the mouthi of Ciiers\ a^ 
h^ wrote fevecal fongs for political clubs, calculaied to p»o- 
niote feftivity, and relax the brow of cafe from the fatigues 
aod difappointments of life. 

Soon after the much-dreaded ** Rights of Mail," whKih 
had nearly cfFefted a revolution in the political worU, 
made its appearance, Mr. Dyer, publiftied the firft edition 
of " -The Complaints of the Poor People cS England," 
with the motto of " fiat juftitia.'* This muft be confefle^i 
even at that time, to have been a bold pamphlet ; now it 
would be intolerable^ and might fubjefk pufaliflier, aiuhoc, 
and, perhaps, printer, to the unfriendly greetings of bia 
Majefty's Attorney-general ! 

His next work was a treatife on the " Theory and Prac>» 
tice of Benevolence," intended as an appendix to the for- 
mer ; it contains fome fa6ks relative to the Itate-prifoners. 
After this followed his " Memoirs of the life and Writings 
of Robert Robinfon, late Minifter of the Diffenting Con- 
gregation, in St. Andrew's Parifli, Canabridge." 

The next performance, of any fize, by Mr. Dyer, ap- 
pears to be " The Poet's Fate," produced in 1 797, to,. 
which he traces in fome very good lines the fufFerings and 
diftreffes of the votaries of the mufes not only in modernj^ 
but alfo 

" In ancient times, long ere poor. Butler figh'd^ 

** Or dinnerlcfs the polilh'd Lovelace died.'* 

This is to be followed by " Poetic Sympathies.'* 

He has publiftied, befides thofe already enumerated, z. 
Satirical Prologue to the celebrated Latin comedy of Igno-» 
ramus, in which he does notfpare even lawn JleevtSy when ' 
:a proper occafion offers ; and he has lately undertaken to ' 

print 



priot his poetical works, fyr which there is thepromife of 
ja bandrome fubfcription.; 

. Pq tbe^whoJe, George Dyer muft be allowed to be t. 
fingular character. In order to furnifli his mind with fa£tit 
aitd gratify his eye with a ple^fing romantic fcenery, he 00?* 
ideitook^ and a6lually accompliflied, a tour, principally^ 
if not wholly, ^nfootf thrpugh the rapft intcrefting parts 
of Eqghnd, Scotland, and Wales^ No man in this 
jCountry is more converfiint with what may be termed the 
cradle and the grave of geni^-r-the free-fchools and the 
prifonspf the ifland, moft of which he h^»s vjfited in per* 
fon^ The prefent ftate of his mtad| in refpe^I to religion, 
we are wholly unacquainted with ; of all the ancient Ce6t$p 
however^ he teems mofi to refemble the Peripatetics, who 
placed thejiifnmum bonum^ ^^ not in tfae-pk»afures of pafltv^ 
fenfttion, bqt in. the due e^ercife of the mioral and inr. 
telledua) faculties." I^ike them too, he has been accuf-. 
tomed to imbibe pr retail inflrudion while he walked ; and' 
as this country has not, likp.Athensof old, a Peripaton^^ 
he frequently indulges in the ftreet, or the public road. 

There is another, peculiarity obfervable in this gentle-. 
xrnni this confifts jn the reje£lion pf all titles from his 
works ; for which, he fays, .he has hiftory, philofophy,^^ 
and even Chriftianity on his fide. He alfo obferves very 
Oirewdly in one of his publications, *^ that thofe artificiai^ 
f^ diftinSions which originated in tyranny, ^nd are perper 
5* tuated by cuftom, lie at the bottom pf ix^^ny ferioq^' 
f* evils that exift in fociety." i\. 
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THIS gentktman is the only fon of a refpeflable Italian 
merchant, who has long refid^d in this country, and who 
fs well known and efteemed upon 'Change. 

The 
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Th^ early part of his yonthwas pafled at the country ' 
refidence of his father at Enfield, where he was fent to a 
neighbofnring ichooi. iierehe learot nothing but a little 
tfnperfe& Latin ; ertough, however, to perceive that 
there were beauties in Virgrf and Horace, which his peda- 
gogue could not aifift him io difcerning and appreciating. 
After a refidenceof fevera! year*, the affeQionate care of 
his parents aflifted him with a variety of mafhrs ; but as 
he revolted again* the difciplme of elementary knowledge, ' 
it was rcfofved that he (hou)d be feot to a private feminary 
ill the city of Amfterdam. A year had fcarcefy pafled 
tNider his new tutor, when he became the mafter of bis 
snafter. If he had made no progrefs in claffical literature, 
he had now, however, acquired a cbnfideraHe knowledge 
of all the modern languages ; he declaimed paifages front 
the plays of the SpanrfliCalderon, the I/ufiad of the Por- 
tugoefe Camoens, the Jerufalem of Taflb, and particu- 
larly from the Henriade of Voltaire. He formed a paffion-^- 
atc attachment to the higher clafs of French writers ; he 
felt with aH {he energy of tafte, the rich imagination and 
JeduQive periods of Roufleau, the pointed and brilliant 
4i£lion of Voltaire, and the concifenefe and delicacy of 
Montefquieu. 

On returning to his native country, he again retired to 
the coontr^'-houfe of his father. He now indulged more 
extenfively in an uninterrupted perufalof authors of tafte. 
He few, with pleaftire, that he was neither adapted by 
nature, nor defigned by his friends, for a commercial life. 
Having made a tour through France and Italy, he returned 
with a valuable colJe£kion of bookp, particularly in the 
French language. He now had a confirmed tafte for 
ttc literature of that refined and yolatile people ; and, as 
heh^s cUCLrycd, among them he. pot only fouq^ works of, 

^afte. 



'tallej not elfe where to be met with, buf a vaft refoiiroe for 
the Materia Lrteraria^ which extfts in no other nation. 

The earlieft performance avowedly by Mr. D'IfraeJi i|5 
** A Poetical Epiftle on the Abufc of Satire," which ws|.s 
'written, we underftand, to gratify a ctrtaip man of let- 
'ters, who was his neighbour, and who fmtrted under thb 
iTcourge of Peter Pindar. As «; 6rft produfikrop, it exhibits 
his poetical talents to confiderable advantage. This effu* 
fion afterwards procured him the fricodfhipof Dr. Wolcot, 
who has not only encouraged his poetical efforts, by une- 
quivocal marks of his approbation, but conferred on him 
/till mpre ufeful feryices, by many proofs of his friendfhip. 

In 1 790, Mr. D'Ifraeli made a more formal appearance 
' in public, by addreffinga poem, entitled ** A Defence of 
Poetry," to the* prefent laureat. The whole edition, ex- 
cepting thefew tbpies fold, was burnt by the author; un- 
defervedly, it feems, for the Monthly Review of March, 
? 791, gives it the following charaSer :— 

' <* Mr. Dflfradi 5s among the few modern pqets who have attained kheir 
^ favour (tJie muWs) : they appear^ from the teftimonv before us, to 
<< have didinguiflied him from the crowd, and to have allowed him a 
<* plenteous draught from, their fountain of infpiration. He is not with- 
« out a knowledge of the requifites of genuine poetry : his verfification 
<• is elegant, flowing, and hs^rmonious;- nor can we read this fpecimen 
^^ of h^s abilities, without perceiving that he has devoted his days and 
<' his nights to our immortal Pope," ^ 

In 1 791, from thefe elevations of poetry, our author 
defcended into the humble, bur, with him, the agreeablp 
and entertaining path of compilation. The firft volume oJF 
his ** Curiofities of Literature'' was publiflied anonymoui^ 
!y ; but the fafcination of public favour induced him to 
prefix his name to the fecohd. Thefe compilations foon 
pc6ame popular, and have been a Ibufceof humerous^irni- 

tations. 
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Utions * The vobnies form « ridi rcpofitory of litenuy 
anecdote^ and contain many original and welUwritten cri- 
Itcifint* The rapid fale of three large editions is the beft 
proof of th^ ptiUic opinion. 

Ab an original writer, he foon afterward^ produced his 
^ Diflfertatioq on Anecdotes,** of whicb work the Critical 
Rd view for January, 1794, obferves^ that 

^ Thifl i» an eccentric, an ingenious^ and p|ri)orophxcal per&mtaoop. 
<* The 8pthor> in a very maflcrly wajy vindicates the detailer of anep- 
^ dates from the charge of being a literary trifler^ andhis remarks are 
• extremely fenfibfe and entertaining ; they AXt given in a lively (brain of 
f" rea£bniag> and forni a very judicious and curious fpecufetion.^ 

This was followed by his ** Ei&y on the Literary Cha^ 
rafter.'* The merits of this ingenious and original per- 
forn^ance^re too generally known to require any eulogtum 
in this place. 

In 1796, he produced a volume of Mifcellanies ; it is 
not fo original as his two former produdioris^ bot the 
di£lion, as ufual, is highly ppliOied, and* the anecdotes 
are uncommpn and curious^ 

His lafi performance was a philofophical novel, in two 
▼chimes, tinder the title of ^«* V^urien." The chief ob^ 
jed of this work was to fatirize certain literary eccentrici- 
ties and mwftrofities which have lately been obtruded upom 
the public. Some of the game was doubtleft fair ; a few 
charafters were, however, too much overftrained and ca- 
ricatured to imprefs every reader with the juftice of the at- 
tack. To exaggerate is the common failing of al( faty- 
rifts and caricaturifts, and Mr. D'lfraeli may pqt, perhaps^ 
have exceeded the ufual licence. 

He is at this time engaged upon a work, which, from % •' 

jpubii0ie4 



pilbiilhtd fpeeinienf, pBonitfes coiifiiferably to ettill H^ 
r^puAadbon. as a fine writer., It i& to confiA of fevers! ro^ 
maooes^ eijDbeUiihed witk original poetry^ 
• . Mc^ D^Uraeliis unmarried, and at this tiitie about thirty 
years of age. Hia habits and connexions aiie; a^ ftrj£tly Ijr- 
terary as thofe <^ aayrefident of the metnopobs* : Fe«ir per- 
focis r^ and write mote ; fisaroeiy.aoyxrompofe withequa^ 
rapidity ; ^ aod, if cloCe appfic^tson,do not iojlure \^% heaJtfa^ 
the execution c^ fome o£ hia literary defigos pranait& «oo6- 
dccabkr&itucegiratificaliQa toth^ public. A. D« 



THE REV, DAVIE) WILLI AMS. 

THE life of this gendeman ia not barfen ^ infjd^nt, 
for untikethal ctf iQoft men of letters^ hish^a been a^iire 
and: cnt^npriiing ; andivei'y few of hia mov^mciota Mvo- 
been luiaccompaoied wiibh.acorrefppn^tf^ffe^ . 
. Mr. WilKams wasbprn in Wales, Hi«.£ither^s clreum- 
ftaooes having become fpmewhat j^barra/9[e4^ in confe- 
^u^nce of fome unfuwefeful fp0ciulations in mines, hie 
fought f/oir refuge from the reft^^ioiiS;iDC!ident. t^ the ikte in* 
U> wbjch he had invdv/^d himfelf, aj^d nmBerqu^faouly^ 
by fly^g to the comforts of religipn, , _ 

He at this time refid^ inG|amoi»^oihire, where hia 
ibn David was born ; who, with hisrotbqr chiUr^QO,^ were 
fcnt , to a neighbouring, fchool, for educatipn, "Old Mr^ 
Wiliiacni^ by afTociating wilbtt^e metbodiftf, had imbibed 
their pruaciples and entbufiaftn ;. a«vl. refolvj^d to train up, 
kis fon to tbe.chunbb, pcobaWy unending Jiim for a teach- 
er amowg bis fefl:, and, no doobt, exptjQing him to . be- 
come one of its faints I . . . , . 

... David 

§ Vide Monthly Magazine, page 368, May, 1798, 
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David difcbvered Vir6ly and .prcsmifing abilities'; but'fuclr 
as by na meam qualified him for the ftatbh allotted hittif 
to which, indeed, be had jan infuparable repugfiafice^ 
Ytt a parent's dying injunSions controlled his reTolution, 
and he '^en't reluaantly through the preparatory forms of^ 
edoeation^ neceflfary to fit htm for the:diflenting miaiftry. 

His firtt appearance, inthecharaflserof a preaGher, was 
at Froome, in Somerfetftiire ; where^ aJthougb he could 
not conceal the diflike he entertained to the primnefs and 
precifenefs of the diflfenters ; yethefoohmadehimfelf be-^ • 
loved and admired by his congregaticai. His reputation 
for abilities, fpread fo rapidfy, that at the age of twenty-' 
lw<r, he was invited to Exeter, as the fucceffor of twa 
celebrated pailors ; andlieniAderwent the reqcHfiTte forma- 
lities of ordination, in order to qualify him for the minif- 
tiiy in the Ari^nf cdngregationr tbere^ 

Soon after tkis, he embaF&ed in « plan wtAdh originated 
at Liverpo<)f, to imrcditce' a Sooinian liturgy tmong- the 
diflenters. A fociety, for this purpofe, had been founded 
artheOSagOn chapel there, by the perfons who had con- 
ceived the dfefign ; and Mr. Williams foon perfuaded his con-» * 
grcgalion to adopt it; this ^flfbrds no commbn inftan^ of- 
their attachment to him ! In tfiat city, he nrnghthav^ lived 
an.eary and agreeable )ife'$ but he at length became cKiguft-^' 
ed at fome hy pocritieat fchemes, difcovered by him, and* 
aQually determined to quit the Weft of England 

Oh his arrival in London, he received Tome diftiagolihed 
'civilities from the diflenters, and did duty at one of their 
congregations at Highgate, until he had prepared a plan 
of education which he meant to carry into pradice: 

While at Highgate, he preached a courfe of ** Sermons^ 
on Religious Hypocrify," which he publiihed in two vo-» 
lumes, 8vo. In 1770, he wrote a poignant "Letter to 

Mr. Garrick^ 



'SJt'r, iGfarrick^ on his cbhStiS irii talents as 'manager inrf 
performer ;" this was fonoweid by a work called " the' 
Phiiofopherj'^confifting of' three polemioil cbnverfations ; 
with, dedications to Lorrf. Mansfield.' ancf the bilhop of* 
Gloucefter. 

When a refpc£lafeIe'6o<}y' of clergy, chiefly diffenters,. 
met at the Feathers taveiw, to petition for relief in the 
(ubfcription to the thirty-nirtfe irrticres. Mr. WfTIIams was 
applied to, andat their foIicItatKin, drew tip fome " EfliysT 
6n Public Worlhip, Patriotifnl, attKlPVojefts of Reforms^ 
tlon; which were j^rinted and publiffied, Ihrntr'arefaid td^ 
Contain fentiments approximating more towards detfmthart 
his employers wifhed. An afppendix was added afterwards^ 
which is peculiarly fevereon tlie condu^ of the dJfleriters, 
^>ith whom he afterwards broke off all cohneSion, 

About the year 1773, he brought forward his plan of 
education, founded onf the outline given by Commenius, 
when he was mvrted here, to reform the Englifli fchools ; 
and urhofe defign Was frtiftrated by the civil wars. Mr, 
Williams diftinguiflied himfelf, on this occafion, in 
fuch a manner, that although he was a ftranger in the 
neighbourhood, and his religious tenets lay under (bme 
imputation among the orthodox, yet he met with great en- 
coiira(gement. The honorarium of his pupifs, was high ; 
but, notwithftanding this, their number was cdnfiderable. 
He was now in a fair way of making his fortune, and of 
introducing a more rational and eafy mode of education ; 
when, at this critical period, he loft his wife, a lofs, which, 
notwithftanding all his philofophical fortitude, he wa^ un- 
able to'fapport : he accordingly fled both from his habita- 
tion and inftitution, to take (helter in the remote part of 
Derbyfliire, wljere, for fome time, he indulged his me- 
lancholy. 

While 
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White atChelfca, hepubliihed aTreatife on. Education^ 
in a duodecimo volume ; which contains fome uncommon^ 
iy acute and judicious remarks on that fubjed, and dif- 
clofes his fentim^nts with refpe£t to revealed religion. 

During his refidence there, the celebrated Dr. Franklin^ 
with whom he was intimate, took . refuge in his houfe^ 
from the ftorm he apprehended would folJow Mr. Wiedder- 
burne's unwarranted attack on him at the council-board ; 
an event which is faid to have had more effed towards the. 
crifis which foon followed, -than can be eafil)[ imagined. 
Jind here, we are aflured it wa9that the phiipfopher 
of Penfylvania, concerted with his friend the plan of ^ 
deiffical and philofophical lecture. This fch^me was, at 
fength^ carfied into practice V for on his , return to Lon: 
don, Mr. Williams opened a. chapel in Margaret-ftreet^ 
Cavcndiih-fquare, in which he .wa.s fuppgrted by feveral 
perfons of con fequence and fortune,, &c. &c. Thecomr 
plexion of his difcourfes, was, however^ peitber reliflx- 
ed by churchmen nor diflenteris ; acco^'dlngly, althougb 
many went to hear him, few enrolled their oacDfis as menv* 
bers. 

While pfiiciating in thts ca.pacrty, he publifhed the 
Inauguration Sermon, two volumes of Lectures on thq 
Univerfal Principles of Religion and MoraJity, and a Li- 
turgy for the Chapel. Notwithftanding a variety of pbfta- 
cles, he continued his labours, during a period of ncarly- 
four years ; but as the fubforibers did not increafe, he re* 
moved to a private room, where he delivered his opinions^ 
before thofe whoftipported theinftitution. Hisfociety was^ 
indeed, fmall ; but it was as refpeftable as any. in England. 

Mr. Williams's other publications confift of a parqphlet; 
on " The nature and Extent of Intelleiftual Liberty;** ^* A 
Plan of Aflcclalion, on,Conftitutional Principles," a tra£k 

wTiitca 



\xrfitt6i1 ^t the time of the riots in London ; ''Letters oa 

Politfcial Liberty ;** occafioned by the county meetings and 

alTbclatioris, in i'jBzi " LeQaires on Political Principles,'* 

and ** Leflfcures dn Education ;** and, i " Hiflofy ot 

IVfonmouthrtlire," in one volume, 410, 

, Severgl anonymous works have been attributed to Mr. 

Williams, fiiehas ** Royal kecolle^ions ;** but it is fo inr 

finuely beneath his abilities, that no one of his friends can 

allow it to be his. The " Lefibns to a YtMiftg Priijce,'* 

^tond ** An Apology for profeffing the Religion of Nature in 

the eighteenth Century,** may poffibfy have come from 

his pen, and they are not unworthy of it. Some of the 

stbov6 worksi^ which muft ht allowed to po^Jrfs a large (hare 

<rf intriftfic merit, (hew that Mr. W. had early turned his 

thoughts to political jenquiries ; and this important branch 

t)f1cnowledge Is faidtohave been 6rft fuggefted to his mind 

jn confequence (i( his aiiiftance having been called for^ in 

^ome parliamentary tfanfa£lions, 

ttis religloas and politieal opinions at length conneAed 
liim intimately with the popular party in this courttry, and 
fiis celebrity recbmmended him to the notice of the Giron-- 
idi/ts in Prance, who invited him over toailift them in the 
formatjort of the conftitution. He was intimately ao^ 
quainted with Briflbt^ while in England ; and this journey, . 
which introduced him to the friendihip of all the great po* 
liticaf leaders of the day, was not unaccompanied with 
fome perfbftil-da'hger: for, ias he recomtncoded mercy to . 
ihe king, the Jacabins brafhtted hint with the title of roy-- 

Z ftliftf 

• Brifldt tMl>6dftifie ae ^ alrited with Mr. WHfiams nrt corrfcqttence ^ 
the writings of the latter. On his return to his native country, anti-dft 
the turmoils of one of the moft iR^onderful rcvdlutjons tiiat ever agitated 
mankind, he confulted Mr. W. as his oracle, «rrd was forewarned by 
hitfa of hfe danger. Ha* htf fdllbwtfd hi4 advice, the prefent fitu^ioh of 
Frasiee, sttidj kidetdj <fi Eurofiei ndght faartc iKcn xntbre aufplciotid 
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alift, and he was aSually denounced as fuoh in their clii&; 
Mr. Williams faw fo dearly the defigns of this faSion, and 
>i^as fo certain of the refult, that he foretold to their oppo- 
nefrits, when he parted with them, that, if they did not 
deftrby the Jacobins, the Jacobins^ woujd foon deftroy 
themT ! 

Soon' artcr hh return, a very extraordinary inftance o£ 
the offence h6 had given to a certain quarter occurred. He 
Iiad been engaged by Mr. Bowser, of Pall Mall, to write 
the Hiftory of England, from the Rewlution to the pre- 
sent time; this was deiigned as a cotttinuation ofHume^ 
and was to be ornamented witH fuperb plates. The firft 
artifts in the kingdom were employed on the occafion, and 
Mr. Williams's name was announced in the pr9fpeSus,^^ 
evidently written by himfelf. But this engagement with 
the public was broken, after the intended author had made 
every neceflfary arrangement incident to fo. grand an under- 
taking. In ffiorty he- was informed by Mr. Bowyer, that 
his fervices muji be difpenfed with,- in confeqtienee of cer- 
tain intimations of the difpleafure of a great perfonagef 
Mr. Bowyer, however, found that a compromife was ne- 
ceflary to prote3 him from a fuit in chancery. 

We have now detailed fonie of the events, by whiciv 
the life of this extraordinary man has been marked. What 
his employment may be at prefent, is not generally 

known, 

f The celebrated Madame Roland fpeaks highly of the poli^cal talents 
ofMr.^ Williams, in many parts of hAr very animated w«rk. 

*< Paine> faysflie/* is bictta:^ calculated to produce a revolution, than. 
** to affifl in the formation of a conftitution. He feizes, he e{labliihes> 
•* thofe grand principles, theexpofition'of which ftrikes every one at-£rft 
*« fight, ravifties a club, and produces enthuiisfm at a tavern ; but fmr the 
<* cool difcuffion of a comn^ittf e for the conne&cd labours of the legiflator* 
** Iconiider 

David Williams, 
** as infinitely more proper. 

<* Williams, although, like him, created a French citizen^ was not no-» 
^ minatcd to the convention, where he would have proved infinitely . 
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known, but he ftill continues to diftinguifli himfelf by his 
laudable exertions in fupport of a moft ufeful inftitution, 
" The Literary Fund," of which he is faidto be the found- 
er; and is fuppofed to be occupied during the feflion^ by 
parlianieniary ftudents. 

Againd fo bold, fo manly, and fo able an advocate in be- 
half of civil and religious liberty, much malignity has oc« 
cafionally been cjifplayed ; to deprecate fuch malignity, or 
defend him from the attacks of the enemies of fuch prin- 
ciples, would be fuperflupus, becaufe it wguld be unnecef- 
fary. ' We leave the friend of Franklin, and Roland, to 
defend himfelf, whenever an aflfailant Ihall appear worthy 
offuchaconteft. 



GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A, 

THIS gentleman boafls a name well known in the an- 
nals of claflical literature ; and it is alfo intimately con- 
nefted with the* queftions that have lately agitated the 
mindsof the thinking part of the community, on the 
fubjeS of religion ; rior has it been without celebrity in 
the fi^ld of political cotitroverfy. Refpeflting fuch a per- 
fon, the opinions of his fellow-citizens will be as various, 
perhaps, as their principles. Our judgment, too often, 
"Cameleon-Iikey borrows its decifions from the hue of party ; 
and, unfortunately, we are never lefs candid, than wheii 
political and religious enmities warp around, and pervert 
the mind from its natural bias towalds jufiice. 

Z 2 An 

" more ufeful. .But the government invited tim to Paris» where he paf- 
« fed feme months, and converfcd often with the principal deputies. 

« A fage thinker, a real friend to mankind, he appeared to me to com* 
«< bine th ir modes of happinefs, as wcU as P^ne dcfcribed thofe evils 
« that coaftituted their mifery.** 
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An outline of Mr. Wakefielcfs life has already been tsn^f 
keforc the public ky hmCtlf*^ and from it we learn^" tiiat 
h^ was introdueed mto^ this planet on February 22ft, 1756^ 
m the parfonage-Koufe of St. Nicholas, in Nottingham, of 
Hrhiohchwch hi5 fether was rhen reiaor.** It appears that 
his paternal grandmother claimed her defcent both ffon» 
the Ruflfell family, the iHuftrious head of whieh, in the 
reign of the fecond Charles, bled for thejtaufe of freedom j^ 
and that great lawyer. Sir Edward Cote, the tatter part of 
whofe life was devoted to the liberties of his country. With 
fdch progenitors, added to a (^iri't ot liberaf cijquiry, it is^^ 
bat little wonder that he ihould dard t^ think for hirrifclf^ 
tfld become a Aickler for the popufar eaafe !^ 

On his origin,. however, Mr. W. does notfllein to pluflMi 
himfelf : 

^ MaTo pater tlbi fit Thei'fites, dummodd, tu Gsi 

* iEacidse (i mills, Vulcaniaquc aritia CipeiisiS V 

<' Therfitz fixnilf m q^m te pubdopa^'A^loa*'*^ 
« Give me 1 herfites* fon, who bravely wickU 
H Yttlcaaian armour in eAibattkd'fieiaii' 
«* Before Thcrfites of 4rcbiHet? 1hw^> 

* Dcgcwr»te o6Fspfing;. of , a fire dWJttCs'^ 

t^rqm his earlled infancy^ the fubje6t of tbcfe^monipira 
appears to htfve evinpad a dilpofuion of mind.uncpmmonly 
grave s(nd ferious. In addition to thi$,. he difplayed aff 
ardent thirft for knowledge, feldom, equaHed, pcriiapa 
never ftirpaffed in a>iy bufttan; hofom v^ apd i^bat is truly 
wonderful, it has always continued unirojAircd to this 
hour. At the age of three years and three monthif. when 
he went to the fchool qf an anciem fcmaie^ftiH in exift^ 

* •< Mcmoiri of the Ll^ of Gilbert WakcfieW, B». A.V i voU 8v<u 
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cnce^ he could fpell the long^A word«, r^eat tis ooteohifiti 
iwidiout faeritation^ and cead the gorpek wkh fiuenc^ ;^-*«- 
for this early proficiency, he was isideht^ to the attentioin 
^ a kind mother. During th^ following WhitAintide 
iiolidays, and at Chriftmas in the fame year^ he difplayed a 
incmory equally preoocioiH; 

^hen he had attained 1ms feventh yeari he wae initiated 
4p the jLatin ;lgn^uage, at the free-fchod of Nottinghai^^ 
under tbe Re^^. D(r. Samuel Beardmore^ afterwards maft^ 
cf the.ehartc^-hottfe; but to thU rc^efilable fcholar atud 
^entletnaia^ xrhoQQ he chara€terifes *^ as %n lAcrifBOi^ioii^ 
tdivine/' he difayo^s any obltgations whatever, and^ afctr 
^ Japfe of thirty years, he ftiil r^colleSe his threats. 

At the age of nine he was renioved to WUfbrd> nejir 
Nottingham, t^heo under the dir/edlon of a preceptor of 
4diS'eren^ chara6i;er| a man ^f ' unparaileied Hmplicity of 
manners; he erred, however, in being ** righteous overt- 
much," for he fubjefired theyupils to a rigorous eonfine- 
nient of no lefs tl^n thirteen hoqr^ daily f with the interr 
miflion of only one hundred and twenty minutes, for 
jbreakfaft and dinner, Tbi^ pnuElice is unfavoivrdble to 
healthy and niilitato^ agaiiift tbf fi^lutary mazini of the 
{lon>an poet : 

^ tx pucr e$ ; hcc te quicquaii|, nifi <ludere> oportet| 
^ Ltod^ ; ^ittat idaoft nHiDta rtgna tuo6.^ 

On the elder Mr. Witkcfield^ pf q^notion to the vicaraga 
pf Kingfton, he was removed from reftraints too irkfome^ 
even for a boy of his application, aitd placed under his 
fathcr*s qura^e. There, again, he wa^ unfortunate, for 
)u^ new preceptor proved to be on? of thof^ " Pedagogical 

Jehus,'* 



34^ MR. WAKEFIELD. 

Jehus," fatirlfed by a great Englifli* divine ; and, indeed, 
it is not a little fcmarkable, when the importance of the 
fubjefl is confidefed, how few are qualifiejfor the tafk of 
inftruQion, and howcarelefs parents in general are, refpefl- 
ing the choice of thofe who are to form the infant minds of 
their offspring. 

At the age of thirteen, Mr. Wakefield, at length', 
found in the perfon of the Rev. Richard Wooddefon, 
father of the prefent Vinerian profeffor, a preceptor bettet ■ 
fuited t6 his tafte, at ieaft fo far as difcipline was concern- 
ed. His academy feemed a kind of hot-bed for feedling 
authors; Meffrs. Stevens, Keate, Gibbon, Hayley, and' 
Baron Maferes, being all nurtured there ; yet he himfelf, 
hardly ever publiihed any thing, and his ftore of latinity 
does not appear to have been great ; but he poffefled a 
benignant temper, and although armed with a ferula to 
the full as awful as the fceptre of a defpot, his was a gen-^ 
tie reign. 

After tafting the ftreams of Greek and Roman literature 
at their fountain head> his parents began to think of fend- 
ing him to the univerfity, on which a ftudentcy in Chrift- 
church, Oxford,* was oBFered him; this he luckily efcaped, 
in confequence of his father's predile^ion for his own col- 
lege ; and it flill fcems to afford a fubjeO: of exultation to 
the fon, even in his riper years : as " orthodox theology, 
high church politics, and paffive obedience to the powers 
that be, fit enthroned," according tp him, in a feminary, 
once " nutrix heroum," the venerable nurfe of Somers, 
Hales, Selden, Chillingworth, and Locke. 

At length he obtained a fcholarfhip in Jefus College, 
Cambridge ; and it fo happened, that he exaSly fuited 

the 

♦ See the difcourfe on *< Education,** (in his printed fcrmons, 6 vol. 
8vo.) by Dr. Robert South, public orator of the uv^m^^ty of Oxford, 
prtbendary of Weftminller, &c. &c. an able maa, and a great time* 
fcrver, bui who coujd not get a blilioprick ! ' ^ 
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Sntentlpn of the founder, who preferred " the fon of a liv- 
Jing clergyman, born at Nottingham," both of which con- 
<litions, as may have been obfer.ved, happened to be 
.united in him. 

As ibon as he was fettled at the unlverfity, Mr. Wj. 
jfefumed his claflical ftudies, which had fufFered a long 
fufpenfion, in confequeqce of a putrid fore throat and 
fever, followed by a vacation of feveral months. The 
.college leQures in algebra and lpgiQ,^were, however, par^ 
ticutarly odious to him. So enamoured was he of claiHc 
ground, that it was long before he could prevail upon him- 
felf to approach ^he lefs inviting regions of fcience and 
philofophy. At laft, however, he overcame his prejudices, 
and aflu^Ily opened Euclid^ " The old Carpenter," as he 
ivas jocularly termed ,by ^ young man, who, like, himfelf, 
had become a mathennatician by compuliion. 

During a five years continuance at Cambridge, he rofe by 
Irve o'clock in the morning, during both winter and fum- 
XtiQT ; but i;iotwith(landing tthis, which implies a fevere 
attention to ftudy, he was fond of fociety at his meals. 

In the third year of bis refidence, he became a candidate 
for Dr. Browne's three medals, and accordingly produced 
9 couple of odes in Greek and Latin^ and ^Ifo a pair of 
Epigrams.; the firft and lafl: exercifes, according 10 his, 
own opinion, were unworthy of the reward, but bethought 
he was hardly ufed refpeding the Horatian ode ; and had 
not the fon of Dr. Cooke, then provoil .of King's, been 
■claimant at the fame time, it is highly probable, that he 
would have fucceeded. 

His academical ftudies had hitherto refufed leifure for 
theologiqal enquiries ; a branch of learning, which his 
iiative ferioufnefs of difpofition, and his fpirit of enquiry ' 
rjn<|ered pexruliarly appofite. A^ laft, during the long 

vacatioi^ 
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vacation of 1775, he began to cultivate Hebrew, without 
the aidi of which, he deemed an acquaintance \vith the 
text of the nevr teftament impoffible, 

Ort January i6rfr, 1776, he took his degree of BuA. 
with feventy-four other candiates for academical honours ; 
and, on this occafion, he was nominated to the lecond 
poft. Soon after tins, (April i6th,) he was eleftedl fellow -^ 
and, in the courfe of the fame year, he printed at the 
taiverfity-prefe, a ftnalf coRe6tion of latin poems^ with a 
few notes on Horace, by way of appendix. 
' In 1777, he obtained the fecond of the four yearly 
prizes, prefemcd by the members for the univerfity. In 
1778, he finifhed an exercife, at inns, &c. during a jour- 
ney, which be had begun at college; this he uufted to 
the fidelity of a croft-country waggoner, andfirft learned 
im fuccefe through the medium of a London newfpaper 1 
He thus appears to h^vc been ficmd wrangfer, ficoni. 
it)edah(l, ^sA the fecani in the bachelor's prize for both 
years. 

On the 23d of March, 1778, he was ordained a deacon 
by Df. Hinchfiffe, biftiop of Peterborough, in the chape^ 
of Trinity cp^fege, sit the age of twenty-two years and 
one month. % wouM appear, that previoufly to thrs peri- 
od, the ftudcnt had enquired into the nature and tendency 
of fubfcriptron, having ^tnct regarded his acquiefcenco^, m 
thisr point, as tA« nwft difengenuous aS of his whole life;^ 
am^ fligmatifed feme of the artictec, as ** unfufferabfy^ 
*• ftupid, beyond the fottilhnefs of even Hottentot divi- 
nity.'^ 

On April 14th, Mr. W. left the univerfity for the 
cwacy of Stockport-, in Chefliite. 

He did not, however, remain tong here-, for we find 
hi«i, foon after, with his brother at Richmond, decidedry 

averfib 
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^««terfe to thjs^reoewal of fubfcription, ^nd embai:ra0ed at 
the idea of cccleiiailical fua6kions. 

It U not a liitle remarkable^ that Mr. W. feem^ on thjt 
PjCjcafion, to have been nearly in the fame <iilemma, in 
>yhich apiember of the very fame univerfity, and afiuredly 
the greateft genius of his age, found himfeff about acen^ 
tury and a half before; fior Milton thus expreffes himfeliv 
without any fcrupleonthe occafion, to a correfpondent who 
willed him to take orders, *' to which," fay§ he, " by the 
intention of my parents, and my friends I was deftined of 
^ child, and in mine own refolutions, till coming to fome 
maturity of years, aqd perceiving what tyranny had invaded 
the church, that he whot would take orders, mud fubfcribe 
Pave, and take ^fi oath with all, which, unlcfs he took^ 
with a confcience that could retch, he muft either ilrait per- 
jure orfplit his faith ; I thought it better to prefer a blame- 
lefs fifenfje before the oflSqe of fpeaking, bought and begun 
with fervitude and forfwearing*." 

Every confciehtiousrefolutioq, more efpecially when in 
evident pppofition to felf-interefi, favours of magnanimity ; 
and fucb was a£tuafly the cafe in both injftances. Shut out 
from church preferment by prinqiple, Mr, W, bethought 
himfeifof a lefs lucrative fituation^ and accordingly applied 
for Breewood-fchool, in StafFordfhire, which he moft pro* 
bably would have QBtained, had it not been, that, even in 
this inftitution, fubfcription was afikually iiecefTary^ as if 
education wrre indiffolubly conneded wl^ the eftabliflied 
faith! 

Soon after this ijifappointment, h^ accepted a curacy at 
Liverpool 5^ and having here pfobed the creed of bis fore* 

fathert 

* « Reaibn of Cborcb GoTevnment» Bw II pt 41. edit. 7641, hft 4^9^ 

Sw alio ihe Hbllis edition of Milton's profc wdrks, page 6^ 
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lathers to the quicki his refolution of detaching himfeff 
altogether from the church, became daily ftrengthened ^ 
notwithftanding this, he continued to preach a little lon- 
ger, and his difcourfes feem to have had fuch an efFefl, 
even in that place, that one merchant (wonderfuf to tell ^ 

/lf?ts aQualty perfuaded, at the interccffion of his wife, to 
iefl his (hare in a privateer. Would to God, that he 
cooU have prevailed on the people of this fecond Nineveh 
^o have relinquifhed their traffic in human blood f 

On March 23d, 1779, he vacated his fellowfhip by 
mari-iage. ■ About the fame time, he exchang- 
ed the curacy of St. Peter's for that of St. Paul's, 
where he had more leifure for his ftudjes ; from 9, 
humble attempt to eftablifli a day-fchool^ he was diverted 
by an offer of the tutor/hip of the clafllcal department at 
Warrington academy^ in Lancafliire, whither he remov- 
ed in Auguft, 1779. In this feminary, where he feem§ 
to have lived in great cordiality with his colleagues, he 
comnienced his theological career, as an author, by a new 
iranflation of V the firft Epiftle of Paul to the Theffalo- 
nians,** which appeared in 178 1. A few months after he 
poblifbed his '^Eflay on Infpiration," on which fubjeS, 
he feems to agree with E)r. Qeddes, the • tranflator of the 
BiWe ; then his tre^tife on " Paptifm,** begun and com- 
pleted in nine day§. Next year, his " New Tranflation 
of St. Matthew," with notes, &c. made its appearance • 
and this was finiflied within the compafs of a few weeks. 

In addition to thefe labours, he cultivated his acquain- 
tance with the original Hebrew text of the old Teftament, 
learned the Syriac and the Chaldee, acquired the Samari- 
tan charaQer, read the Pentateuch therein, and the Syro- 
Chaldaic verfion of it ; to thefe were added the iEthioprc, 

Arabic, 
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Arabic, and Perfic ; laftly, he obtained a facility in the 
(Coptic verfion of iheNe>v Teftament, and madefome im- 
provements in the lexicon and grammar of that ignguage^ 
When to all this are added the daily avt>cations of a teach* 
er, he muft be allowed to have achieved more than Her-» 
pulean labours 1 ' -'-^ 

On the diflblution of the Warrington academy, a re- 
moval took place in the autumn of 1783, to Bramcote^ 
>vijhin four miles of Nottingham, where Mr. W. endea-; 
voured, but in vain, to procure a few refpeflable pupils. 
In this rural retreat, he puWiftied the firft volume of *f An 
Enquiry into the Opinions of the Chridian Writers of the 
three firft Centurie8yConc«rDing the Perfon of Jefus Chrift ; 
|)ut notwitbftan^ing the commendation of many excellent 
judges, he was not encouraged by.thefale, to p-oiceed 
^ith the Qontinqatipn. ■' 

In May, 1784, we find him a fecond time fixed at, * 
Richmond, adyertifing for pupils, and renewing his appir- 
pations^Q bis frieqds. At Michaelmas, we again hei^r* of 
him in his i!ia(ive town of Nottingham, and there ixe had 
fhree or four pupils under his care for feveral year^*, on ve- 
ry handfome ternis ; apd about this time, he-was eleded 
an honorary member of the Philofophical Society of Man- 
chefter, irjconfequence of his •* Eilay on the Origin- of 
Alphabetical Charaaers.** 

In 11:786, he was feized with a pain in his left flioulder, 
and remained ill for two years, during which period he 
feems to have foothed his mind by ^* Remarks" on Mr: 
Gray'3 poems, and a new edition of the Georgics of Vir- 
gil, accompanied with crittcifms. In the beginning of 
1788, he attacked Dr. Hoffley, whom he defignates as 
f^ not the lead conceited and audacious contfoverfialift of 
^ncient or jmoderp days ;" and in the autumn of the fom^ 

year. 
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year, he let off a fly cracker againft tbe chyroh, under tfat 
title cf " Four Markjs of Ant w:hrift, or a SuppJetpcnt i^ 
:tht Warburtonian Leflwre." 

The year 1 789 ulhered in Ws ** Remarks on the f«tcr- 
nal EYtdencc of the Chri^ian fleligion ;** arkf a Wb the firft 
part of " Silva Gritica ;'^ the latter, which is from the 
Cambridge prefs, was poUifhed with a view to unite theo- 
logical with clailical learning, and to iHtiftrate the fcrrp^ 
tuies by tight borrowed frocn tfae philo^y of Greece and 
Rome. 

On the eftablifhfnent of the aew college at Hacfkney, 
Mr. W. was deenaed a proper pedbn tp fill the 0^0^ of 
claffical inftrtiSor ; and he was ^ lengtii appoimed to 
this (lationy in July, 1790. His oopoexifMi^ however^ 
with the hdwtuon, was diiSdivsd at the end j^ ^levM 
months, having retired in June^ 1 791 : i^e femmaty iKd 
not long fttTviv^e the lofa. 

Towards the latter end of the laree year^ apfleared hfi 
^* New Tranflatiop of the Teffamem, virith Notes/' in 
three Volume, 8vq. | ki a few weeks after, hefubiifte4 
bis^ pamphlet on '* Religious WorAip ;" and in Mareh, 
1792, he favoured fhe world with *' Memoirs of his owa 
Life,?? 

I^tier ji pretty coolklerable infierTal,^ in 1 7^^ appeare^l 
'^ The Spirit of Ghriftianity compared «^ith the Bfirit of 
the Timf^i^ in Great Brkain ;" this is a poiitioo-religi^ua 
pamphlet^ in which tfae author, with a manly freedom^ 
enquires how £|r the pi^Uie nKafures of the govern menti 
in the origin and coniituiance of the prefent war, are eon* 
f eiiial to the precepts and the fpirit of the gcfpel. Mvell 
;»bout the fame time, appeared the firil volume of a nevir 
editi<^n of " The Works of Alexander Pope, E<q; with 
Ricraarks a^ lUuftrations." On this occafion, notwith- 

^nding 



(landing his ta(t;e for the poeH of aottqaity, be allows^ 
that Pope fometimes tranfcends even the original, partU 
ciitarly in the following four lines in his tranflation of Hy-* 
met, defcribing the buckler of Achilles : 

<« T)iu$ th« bfi>a^(hMd complete the tfrliOf cra^Q**! 
**^ With his laft haoc^ juwl pouKd tho •ceali rmind i 
" In Uving filvcr fecmM t^jt wareei to roll, 
" Acid beat the buckler's vergcy aad bound the whole.'^ 

'\ Thi$ is t^ttly poetry to thfi liStj'* added be : 

'^ Thoughts that breathe, aod words that bum.^ 

The fame year alfo beheld *^ An Examination of the 
Age Df fteAfoti,*^ m wfcrch, ' afthoagft Mr. W. boldly and. 
ably defended dwMianity, yet by conceding fueh parts of 
tht fyftenrr at wer6 unfepportabte by foumf reafon, and 
xnore e<Jje(HaHy by ctmfidcring natimdt ctuniies not onljf 
•* 3s hay and draw, which might be removed without any 
difficulty or confiilk>n, from the fahric of reiigion,** but 
as an. ** {nrcruftatioa which has ettveteped, by gradual 
cadcreeiorii^ the diamond of chrrftramty,'* he gave offence 
rather tha« fetTifa6kien to the eftabnthed clergy, who did 
ncfl choofe vhat even their faith (hould be defended at 
the expetice of their tythes. This v^sa foon followed by 
•*^ Rertiarks or the getieral Ordtefs 6f the Diike of York,** 
in which*, sdthotigh the author ffill contends againft the juP 
tice of tihe wir,' he is yet catidid enough to ajlow the cor^ 
dtrQ 6f hts Royal Highneft, oh this occafion, to have 
been great atjd magnanimous. 

In 1795^, appeared a fmAll ^^ftime- of " Poetic^ tranf- 
htions from the Ancients,'* and alfo " A Reply to Thomsi 
Prine'^s fficortd P^rl of the Age of Reafon',"^ in which the 
beftfrientfcof Mr. W. vrtiile they allowed his taltnts, la- 

meatc^ 
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mented that he dJd nbt defend chriftianity with more of 
irs genurne fpifit* The author himfelf diffented from the 
drflenlers— and why Coald he not allow another man to 
diflent from him ? 

Perfevering with unabated ardof in his career, in 1 796, 
came forth his . ** Reply to the Letter of Edmund Burke, 
Efq; to a noble Lord ;** in which he once nriore exhibited 
himfelf as a dauntlefs chanfipion in the field of liberty, 
againft a man whofe rapturous eloquence had formerly ex- 
cited his warmeft panegyrics. He alfo published an 8vo 
volume of " Obfervations on Pope," in thQcourfe of the 
fame year. 

. •* A Letter to Jacob Bryant, Efq; concerning his Dif-' 
fertation on the War of Troy," at length appeared ; how- 
ever heterodox the author might be in matters of faith, he 
was a zealous oppugner of. all herefies from the received. 
claflico-orthpdoxical opinion. Another letter, on a very 
different fubje£t> addreffed to Mr. Wilberforce,- refpcSing 
his ** Pra^ical View of the prevailing religious Syftem of 
profefTed Chriflianity, &c." was publifhed in 1,797. ^^ 
this, he exhibits the flagrant failing off in point .of " vital 
chrillianity !" between the religionifl: and the politician, 
the favourer of war, and the oppofer of the (lave trade. 
In a former publication*, he Jiad moft forcibly chara£^er- 
izted the fame gentleman, '^ as a politico-^heol(^ical fatyr, 
with one breath cooling the burning anguifh of the Afri- 
can, and with another in the fame infiant btafting tlie 
fpring from the year, by giving his vote to an abandoned 
minifter, for the extirpation of half the youth of Eurot>e 
by the fword ! - 

Early in 1798, appeared " A Reply to fome parts of 
the Bifhop of LandafPs Addrefs to the People of Great 

Britam.'^ 
^ *^ A Reply to the Letter of Edmund Burke> Efqv to a noble Lord*** 
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Britain.^ This pamphlet, which exhibits much perfimal . 
refpeS tq Dr. Watfon, has become a Pandora's bo^ and 
produced an infinite variety of evils; it has been eT<eii 
thought to commit the fafety of the ftate. Twacoa- 
viaions ha^e already taken place, on the part of two book- 
felkrs, neither of whom were the original publifliers ; aad . 
it is not a little memorable, that it appeared, on the oadk 
of an unobje6tionable witnefs^ that one of thefe (4 man 
of unimpeachable morals, and moft refpeSable charada-) I 
was ignorant of the introdufilion of the pamphlet in.quel^ 
tion, into his (hop, which ha{>pened to be brought ihkher 
oh the fuggeftion of a fervaat, and was aQually removed 
by the mafler, on hearing that it had been deemed libel-' < 
loiis*. 

It is butjuftice, however, toobferve, that Mn Waka- 
ii^ld came forward, on the profecution of the original pub- 
]ifher§ : and manfully offered to immolate himfelf to the , 
refentment of the law officers of the crown : 



- in me convertitc ferrum^ 



«« O ! Rutuli ! mea fraus omnis : — nihil iftc nee aufos, - ' 

*« Nee potuit ■ J* 

This boon being denied, he foon after addrefled ** A 
Letter to Sir John* Scott, on the fubje^ of a late trial in 
Guildhall." On that occafion, either not finding^ a book- 
feller, who would endanger his liberty, or not wifhing to ' 
bring any perfon but himfelf int(J jeopardy, the pamph- 
let was advertifed to be fold at his own houfe. In this pub- 
lication he complains, in language which has given great ' 
offence, that the attorne v-general had wielded " the fwtjrd 

of 

* The writerof this memoir ivas prefent in court, and laiticnted great- 
ly, that Mr, Erfkinc did not make his chief ftand on the grand diftinaion 
between the agency of a fervant, civiliter and criminaliteri as the princi- 
pal is implicated only in the fir ft, and not in the fecond in^^ance^ which' 
includes libeh, 

§ Mr.Cuthell 
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of the law,** with fterii fcverity ; and in tep\y to an ejtffa- 
jucHcial opinion from rhebench^ he few the fayrng of sn 
Aih^niiHi lawgiver^ in,oppo(ttion totbe opinion of a BfH 
riA ju^. 

Dndaunterf by the threats of profecotidn § Uttered in open 
cmtt^ and before hrs own face, by Sir John Scott, Mr- 
Wakefield, fince this epoch, has been employed in a con- 
trowrfy with a Dr. Glafle, refpefling the prifon in Cold 
fiatb- fields. Ccrtainfy the fpirft of our laws difclaims eve- 
ry idea of tor tere^ in refpeft to all perfons, and clofe ira- 
pfifenment in regard to political offenders in partlcularj 
Imked, the latfer^ during the reign of Charles I. became 
the fiibjea ofenqun-y and complaint, and was at length re- 
drefled. In other days, the rumours that have gone fbrth^ 
croneemingrhrsnewfy-inventedmbde of d6refs, would longy 
ere this^ have become a fubje£l£ of parliamentary inveftigati- 
oli ; attd it ts to be hoped, that even ihe prefent age is not £o 
degenerate, if a tea} grievance (hoiifd be found to exift, as 
to permit our mild, huipane, and exoeUent ood« ^ be per- 
verted, with impunity. 

Mr. Wakefield ar prefent refidts^af tiackriey, with his 
aoiitble family> confifting of a wife, formerty Mift WaUfort 
(niece to his quondam re£tor)^ four f4ans and (wo daughters.^ 
In perfon, he is about the middle fize; and there is a» aiir 
of primttiTefimpIicity in his countenance arndfomewhatof' 
an apoJloIicczR about his face, aridng,. perhaps,, in formt dc" 
gree, from his high andpdiffaed {brehead, and the baldoefs 
of his front and temples. 

In converfation he is remarkably mUd and gentle, ami 
his manners are pieafing. His memory is fo unconnunon* 
ly tenacious, that it can retain minute la£ks,^ and eTeit 

dates, 

§ Hff huancc bcsn fcrved with aa ioibrmation*;^ ojficit. 
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dates, after a confiderable lapfc of time. No man Is more 
befoved and refpefted by a very extenfive circle of ac- 
quaintance. His perfonal aftivity is equal to that of his 
mind and pen. Hrs habits are ftriSly domeftic and litera- 
ry. He is a pattern of abftemioufnefs, and (hares in its 
happy refults, never partaking of ftrong liquors; and 
from a laudable principle of humanity, totally abftaining 
from the ufe of animal food. Mr. W. muft, even by hia 
enemies if they know him perfonally, be pronounced to be 
a man whofe conduS is folely aduated by principle, and 
an inflexible love of virtue. He may err, but his fault* 
are not the depravity of his heart — they can only refult 
from too ardent an imagination, or from the miflakes of 
his judgment. A. S- 



MR. OPIE. 

NEITHER the parents, nor the education, nor the for- 
tune of. this eminent artifl, would have conferred on him 
any diftin£tion in fociety, and like the Englifh painters of 
the laft century, he might have worked at fo much by the 
Jquareyardy had not nature conferred on him a portion of 
genius that foon diftinguifbed him from the vulgar herd. 

Seemingly doomed, by inevitable circumflances, to work 
at the bottom of a faw-pit,or on the roof of a houfe, juft 
as the avoc^rtions of a country carpenter required, he yet 
found means to <5merge from, that fituation,and to move in 
a refpefkable fphere in life. The late George Anderfon, 
A. M. and accountant-general to the Board of Control, con- 
trived by chalking a few mathematical figures on the door 
of his brother's barn, in which he threflied, to engage the 
A a attention 
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attention of a benevolent patron, and ^p extricate, him-^ 
£blf from his mental bondage. 

A fimilar accident difcoyercd the bent of John Opie'? 
mind, and a painted board effeded for him what a chalked 
gate had done for his acquaintance,- as Dr. Wolcptt, who- 
had himfelf a tafle for drawing, and lived in the neighbaur- 
pood, happened to fee, and was pleafed with the labours of 
J^he felf-taught boy^of whom he, perhaps, exclaimed : 

" NON SI1*E DtlS A^IMOSUS pCER T 

He accordingly took him under liis proteSion, cultivated^ 
liis talents, pointed his efibrts, .and taught him to afpire to 
fame and fortune. The maifter, with an aptitude border- 
ing on the romantic, had transformed himfelf from a furge- 
on to a clergyman j and he now, with almoft unexampled 
goodnefs, metamorphofed the apprentice of a carpenter 
into an hiftorical painter.* 

-After fome previous inftrufHon-, the pupil repaired t^' 
Exeter, where he began to earn a livelihood by his penciJ. 
He then changed his place of abode, from a provincial city 
to the capital,- and fucceffively removed from a little court 
in the neighbourhood of Leieefter-fiefds, firft to Great 
Queen-ftreet, and then to the politer air, and more fa(hion- 
ablefituation^of Berners-ftreet. He had been four or five 
. years in the metropolis, however, before he b^an to- exhi- 
bit, at it was not until 1 786, that any of his pictures ap- 
peared at Somerfet-houfe. 

From that moment 'wealth and reputatiqn feemedtott- 

teni 

* It has b<ren improperiy fuf^ct^cdhy \ht writer ot'kht adbOtunt df Dr. 
Wolcott, white mentionipg the anfwrtuiiatrco^liiQCb.jtlvit t/ook place, Ibioe 
ccnfure was due to Mr. Opie ; but we l^rn that no fuch thing was mc 
eitlier to be infiDuatedy or afTertcd p aii^ if it bad beeo,tfaac it Was^ 

undeierved. 
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tend hrs ^Sorts ; he firtt was nominated an iu^adeipician 
deStf then a ipember of the Royal. Academy, ancl iivhjat 
was infinitely more profitable, became a ^^ faftionafale 
painter.^' For the Shakfpeare gallery he executed feveral 
pi£lures, and is generaily allowed to excel ia hiftorioal 6oni«- 
pc^itions. 

His beggars^ ^d men, and alTafliniS, are admirable, The 
portrait of Mrs. Wolftoncraft, painted by him, excelled 
in vertfimilittide ; but his charaderiftical excelltooe confifts 
in ftrength ; and Reynolds iiimfelf, although he is. praiied 
for having transferred the foul into the countenance, oould 
never give, perhaps, fo bold and fpirited a tikenefs of the 
m>ale head, as Opie. 

This artift has been twice married. His firft match was 
nnpf opitious, and did not add much to his felicity ; -his fe- 
cond wife (Jate Mifs Alderfon, of Norwich) is a moft ac- 
complifhed, and no Ie(s beautiful woman ; and we truftthat 
the union of painting and literature will contribute to the 
mutual happinefs of the parties. 
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(With a ^nefytory Pijfertapion on, Beards J 

' THE human beard, at prefent deemed an unfcemly ex- 
crefcence, was confidered by all the nations of antiqliily aft 
ene of the greateft ornaments of the perfon ; a^ gods^ 
•as well as mortals, were fuppofed to be decorated with this 
emblem of wifdom atid virility. That of ^rort'is'de- 
fcribed as flowing to his girdle, and the ambafladort of 
JD^Yid, afiecJ»xi^g,r,9^.Lve!i the, nearly indelible rai&ont. of 
A a 2- I'beiDf 
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htmgjha^ejy were advifed to remain at a diftanc6 froirt the' 
capital^ until their beards had grown to the proper lengths 
In many of the eaftern countries this is dill conAdered as a* 
neceflary,- ^nd even a beautiful appendage; and while tho* 
Turks carefully cover with their turbans, the hair that 
grows on their heads, they prefcrve, comb, perfiime, and 
oftehtatidu% difplay,* that which fpfings from the 
chin. 

The northern nations feem alfo to have evinced a great 
feneration for their beards, and it is not yet much above a 
Century fince thefe have fallen into obloquy and difufe 
even in this country i they, are,; however, ftill retained by 
the ferff in Rullia and Poland, and by the boors iii Nor- 
way. '^ 

In our own ifland; the upper lips and chins of the north- 
ern barons in the train of the Conqueror, exhibited a fmall 
portion of beard, and the Saxo-Britons» who oppofed 
them, had theirs ftill better ornamented. After the intro- 
dudion of linen, which was but little known in this coun*- 
try before the conqueft, beards feem to have difappeared 
by degrees, as if comporting onJy with the frowzy covering 
of a flannel Ihirt. We ftill, however, find veftiges of them 
even in more modem periods. That of James I. appears^ 
to have ,been broad and buftij. During the civil wars, 
Charles I. is both painted and defcribed as wearing a nar- 
row-pointed beard appended to the lower part of his chin, 
^nd mufiachiof on the upper lip ; the great Algernon Syd- 
ney appears in the plate engraved by Bafire, from a drawing 
;of Cipriani, prefixed to the Hollis' edition of his works, 

tahave worn muftacAhsX only ^ butmoftof the republi- 
cans 

) Tit celebrated Sir William Temple, who fiourifiied at a latbr pof 
riod, u painted bj Sir Teter Lclf with viH/ken. 
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^ails of that day feem to haye nurfed their beards in proc 
portion as they polled their heads. 

Both the French and Auftrians appear of late to have 
confidered whiflcers as an appendage to the military dreft, 
jtnd from the inroads they have lately made ia this country, 
on the human face, it bids fair to be foon nearly. as mucl) 
fliaded.by thcna as it was formerly by the beards. 

Thefe preliminary remarks wiH not appear totally mif- 
placed, perhaps^ to fuch as are acquainted with the perfoa 
of the noble lord whofe memoirs are here offered to the 
public^as his b^eard forms one of the moft confpicuous traits 
of his perfon ; and he is the only peer, and, perhaps, the 
only gentleman of either Great Britain or Ireland, who 19 
thus diftinguifh^ ' ' , . , , 

Matthew Robinson, Baron Rokcby of the king- 
dom of Ireland, and alfo a baronet, is defcended from a 
very old and refpcQable fattiii)^ being a branch* of the 'Ro- 
binfons of Struan, in Scotfand, ivhence his ahceftors emi- 
grated about one hundred'and fifty yB^rs firtfc^^ arid-fettled 
in Kent ; they foon after acquired feme lands in the north 
riding of Yorklhire, which came to them by an intermar- 
riage with the heirefs of Robert Waltersj of Cundall, ia 
the latter end of the iaft century. r :c ; _ :» . 

Sir Septimus Robinfon, Knt. father of the prefent peer, 
was gentleman-uflier to George II. He gave his fon,' 
Matthew, a moft excellent education; but it ■#as,- per- 
haps, never fufpe£led by the old courtier thltt hd woutd be^ 
come one of the moft fturdy patriots of his age, a " Whig,** 
according to the real meaning of the word, and as fuch, an 
affertor of the true principles of Englifli libeirty, which 
galled in William III. and placed the prefent illuftrious.fa- 
inily on the throne. After a good foundation of claffical 

. . {earning^ 
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tbstmihg, Keftot-hinr ta CamKidge, wbere he rcm%mcSfot 
feveral years; and he appirarrtb hare macfe confitfttabre 
prcgrdi in biif fRidies; (or fat' procured' a* fdfewfliip there, 
i^hich be retains to this day. 

In 1754^ be fuoceeied^oh-tfiedeatb'ofbisfatber; to bt^ 
eftate irt^EaffReht, arfi appeafs-to Kawlfveti-at his man-i 
fion there, with all the eafy affibence, befj^taHfy, md 
fplfendbr, that cHaraaerifcdthe Ehgfifli* gehtty' of tKat day, 
when a lartd<-tax ataboiit two-ftSIfirigs* intfe pbtiixr^'ahd 
a 'tfiffihg rikatf!-tax, conftinited ifi^ir ottfy burderrr. £>6ring 
the winter, port of'his- time* waS^fpfent in the* caj^ilAl-i and 
ihthe ftitfmiif ftafdn, Hewa3 afcc^ftontetftcf phft afW«ky gf 
rtdmH oi^'tWb at Sandgate caftltj vAieft^ W ^h]&^e<d st 
charming profpe£k of the coaft of Frafride ;- white fiwii-' 
bathing, to- which- he was much . addi£ted| was to be^bad 
there m great perfe£kion. 

. In confcquenco of his- vicinity to Canterbury^ and a 
fjwnilyrconnexion with that place*, be had naauy? opportu- 
nities of cuhivattng an intimacy with the principal inhabi- 
tf^lts• Being, a man of engaging, manners, ibrewd fenfe,- 
aud independent fortune^ they determined to honMnate him 
tjieir reprefpntative on the firft vacancy.^ Howasaccor^ 
diogiy brought into parliament by them,' a-nd'he faithfully 
difcharg^d all the important duties anne:(ed totha^ fituati- 
on for a; Ipngpferipp of years, 

. We ^od Mr. Robinfon^. during the whote.dJT: the Am&-- 
rioan:war#/ one* of the mod ftrenuous appttgner8X)JF. a.mea-- 
{vtt^ pregnant with gigantic mifcbief,! and wMch.by the 
CQormoui enereafe of our national debt^^generated oppref* 
fivb ttxfcs^ and biBcame the parent of incaiculajbto^s£pr- 

tones 



* This, until of late, was carefully kept up ; his brothec* Charles, who 
had beeti originally bred to the fea> but afterwards became a lawyer, 
having been uicccffiyely Recorder, and one of the members for that city. 
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tunes to ourfelves and our poflerity. Not content wit-h 
oppofing Lord Noith with his voice in the fenate, he 
rcntered the lifts againft him with His ptn, and publiflied a 
pamphlet pregnant with found fenfe, manly argument, and 
liberal fentiment. In fine, it was then lookied upon as one 
of the moft able produdions of that day; and it ftruck the 
author of this narrative, who borrowed it fome years 
iince from oneof.his relatives, as a kind oi political propfie^ 
:cyy of the calanajties which aflually arofe out of a fyftem 
of taxation vritbout reprefcntation, ahd coercion without 
|)ower. 

He lived long enough to (ee all his predi3ions verified. 
Our legions either .wit;hered away ip a diftant country, 
.or, if viftorious^. they, only retained in fubjc£kion fuch 
portions of territpry as were covered'.with foldiery, or im- 
mediately adjoined tile fpot oh which they ehcarfiped ;-— 
.;^1 lelfe was hoftile^ Conqueft itfelf beqanrie precarious, 
and defeat was inevitably attended with the endlefs variety 
of evilsincident to difaiter in an enemy's country. At 
length Burgoyne was captured at Saratoga ; France de^ 
dared herfelf in favout of the infurgeut colonies ;. Hb|- 
larid and Spain became our enemies; Corriwallis, who ha^s 
finpe fought under better aufpices in India and Ireland, 
laid down his arms to ftocHamljeau and Walhingtbn ; and 
a bleeding and exbajufted etppite was obliged to accede to 
the humiliating, but neceffary^ preliniinary of Americafi 
independence. 

The efcape of all the authors of tliardifaffroiis cohfiift 
from pun ifliment, ancj, the fpeedy reftpration of J one of 
them to power^ difgufted many good men of that day; 
and it required, indeed, but little fprefight to prefage the 
many evils with which impunity was conneded. Mr, 

Kobinfon 

^ Lord Nurib, io conlcqueDce of the memorable coalition! 
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Robinfon appears to have entertained thefe, or (imilar fen- 
timents, and to have retired from the fcene with a degree 
of virtuous indignation highly appropriate and becoming. 

What contributed to this, perhaps, was his bodily infir* 
mitiei. From his youth he had been fubjefk to many 
fevere fits of illnefs, and, in addition to thefe, his hearing 
and his fight were confiderably a(Fe£ted. In this ftate of 
body and mind, he deemed it highly improper for him 
any longer to occupy a feat in parliament, as he could not 
cither difcharge his duties with fidelity to his conftituents, 
or fatisfadion to himfelf. Impreflfed with this fentiment, 
he addrefied a letter to the inhabitants of Canterbury, in 
which he took an affefitionate leave of them, and is faid to 
have mentioned to one of the principal citizens (perhaps 
the late Alderman Barham^) *^ that they ought to choofe 
** a younger, and more vigorous marij^ as a fucceflfor ;— 
, *• one who had eyes to fee, pars to hear, and lungs to 
•* oppofe, the tricks of future minifters !'* 

From this period his history becomes that of a private 
gentleman, tie refided conftantly at Mountmorris, and 
lived equally without oftentation, and without meannefs. 
He planted^ improved, and embellifhed. His hqufe was 
open to all refpedable Grangers, and he was much vifited, 
on account of the Angularity of his maqners, and the 
flirewdnefs of his ren^arks. A great friend to agriculture, 
his tenants in him experiehced a moft excellent landlord. 
As for himfelf, he feeqis to have b^niflic.d the deer from 
•his park, as an unprofitable luxury, and to ha,v^ fupplied 
their place with black cattle and (heep^ of which great 
numbers are always to be feen there. 

It was moft probably about this tiipe that Mr. Robinfon 
prft permitted his beard to grow; for it muft have taken 
many years to attain the patriarchal length which it at 

pref^t 
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prefent affumes. He alfo addiSed himfelf to many other 
feeming fingularittes ; and imagining, perhaps, that fea- 
bathing was good for the diforder-f- he w\^s chiefly afBiSed 
with> he built a little hut on the beach near I^ythe, about 
three miles from his own houfe, in order to enjoy the advan- 
tages refulting from it. It is moft likely, however, that hp 
indulged to excefs in this medicine^ for he frequently re- 
mained in the water, until he fainted. 

Finding the diftance too great, perhaps, for him to 
walk§, he conftrufted a bath, fo contrived as to be render- 
ed tepid by means of the rays of the fun only ; it is imme- 
diately adjoining to his houfe, and he has found prodigious 
benefit from frequent ablutions, or rather immerfiont 
thereinJI. • 

On 

•f- A djfcafe of the lateftines. v^ . 

§ He was generally accompanied In thefe excuritons by « carriage, 
and a favourite fervant, who got up behind when h^ was tired. Mr. 
Robinibn, with his hatimderhis arm, proceeded flowly forward, on foot, 
towards Hythe, realifing, as it were, the picture of Gray, in which 
he paints the venerable figure of one of the IH^elch poetf : 

f* l.oofe his beard and hoary hair, 

« Streamed like a meteor to the troubled aiiV' 

if it happened to rain, he would make his attendants get into the pofU 
chaife, obferring, « that they were gaudily drefl*ed,. and not inured to 
<< wet, therefore might fpoil their clothes, and get ill.'' 

II The writer of this fketch, happening to be in the neighbourhood, to- 
wards the latter end of the fummei* of 179^^ determined to fee Mr. 
Robiiifon, who bad then acceded to the title of Lord Rokeby. On his 
way to Mount-morris, at the fummit of the hill above Hythe, which 
aBbrds a moft delightful profpe^, he perceived a fountain of pure water 
- over-running a bafon which lad been ere<5l(;d for it by his Lordfhip. . He 
was informed that there were many i\ich on the fame road, and that'Lord 
B. was accuftomed to beltow a few half-crown pieces, plenty of whjip)» 
were always kept by him loofe in a iidr-pocket, on any vfater-Jrinkerf^ 
he might happen foefpy, prtaking of his favourite beverage, which he 
was furc to recommend with peculiar fo^ce and perfuafton. 

Ob my approach to the houfe, I flopped during fome time, in order 
to examine it. It is affood plain gentleman's feat; the grbunds were 
abundantly flocked with black caUle, and I could perceive a horfe or 
two, on the ftcps of the principal cntrapcc. 

After 
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On OficAer 10th, .1794, he fucceeded, by the death 
of his uncle, Richard Kobinfon, Biihop of Armagh, prir 
mate of Ireland, arid Baroo Rokeby of the fame kingdom, 
to his honours as art trifli peer. The patent of creation 
>yas granted to that dignitary, February 26th^ I777» an.d 
by it the remainder is to veft in the prefent lord ; but, 4s 
Mr. Rbbinfon was either angry that his nephew, Mat- 
thew Robinfon, \rho fat in the laft parliament for Bp- 
rofigh-bridge, in Yorkfliire, ihould have been fo poorly 
left, after the fplendid hopes held out to him, or really ear 
tertainedob]e£tions to titles of all kinds; pertain it is, .that 
he declined the honorary appellation, and is faid tOr have 
declared, that he could not oq any account have aocepted 
«n EnglKh peerage, meaning thereby; perhaps,, that he 
confidered the former as merely titular. 

Lord Rokeby is nearly eighty years of age ; the upper 
part of his body, by afluming a curvaPurey mak^s bim ap- 
pear (horter than he wpnld' otherwifc be. TherfrafTd cer- 
tain oddities difooverable in his drefs, which is sAwzys 

ptain. 

After the proper enquiries, 1 was carried by afervaat to a little grove, 
to tlic right <jf the avenue, whitfh* being' en t^rcfdr at a fmall fwing-gate, a 
Luilding with a ^hft QoveHiig, dTpJjiiSg 6b1ii}'ue1y*tdwai ds' the fouth-weft, 
prefentcd iifelf, which at firft fight appeared to be a green-houfe. The 
irtaB^fii^K) acconipa^aietiihe ppened^ Ihtfe^ wicket, ahd> oh' lookidg ii), t 
j^efceivedifi'bath, jmirte^i^ under thfe glift, with a current of water, 
I'upp lied from a pond' bchittd. Qvi apjirodctiiii^ a door, two bartdftUme 
ipauiiE>ls, with lo^g esirs^ and apparently of JK^ng^harles'a bre^d, ap- 
proaclied, and like faithful guardians di^nied us aicctns, . until foothed into 
Security by the nvellrknown accents pJF the domellic. We t^en pf pceed>» 
tdi and gently palling' along a wooden ficor,iji)«r his lordilup- Aretched 
onKsf^aceatthefurthc-r end; He radjui^^come out of the water, and 
was dref^d in ^n old blue wooUen . coat, and pantaloons of the f^iDeco- 
lour., Tlu: ui>per part of itts head was Tpald, but the hair on his chin, 
, which could not be. concealed, even by tne i^ibfture hs* had affumed, made 
its appearance between his arms on each- fide. 

I imxnediutely retired^ and waited at % little didaiice until he awoke ; 
when -arilihg, he opened the door, darted, through the 'thick«t, aecoqpi» 
panicd byhia dogs, and made dire^Iy for the hoiife,' while Yome work- 
men einpioy*din cutting timber, and whole tonnes oni^ Iliad licard.be- 
furef now made thv' w^>od8i*efoundag^ia widiftnbira^s. 
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plaifti «ndcfvenm^an; his forehead 19 bald, bnt In return 
for this, the underpart of hisface is'^^ell fum-ifhed with 
hair, which, however, gives fomewhat of a fqualid ap- 
pearance to his whole perfon*^. His food prinoipalty con* 
Ms of beef-tea, which is always ready fbf him on a 'fidfe^ 
boafd ; and he is very abftemious in refpefb to drink^ wa- 
ttr being efteertied by him ae fnpcrior to all other liquids 
whatever. He abhors firefe, and delights muchin the en* 
joyment of the air, without any other canopy than the 
heavtns ; even in winter his windows are generally open. 
He was much attached to the fair fex inThis youths and even 
now is a gregt admifer of female berftrty. 

In refpefk to politics, his condu& through lifty and to 
this very ho6r, has been ehiinebtly <idnfifl:ent ; it is to 
principles^ not nien,« that he looks up;) and he feemsto 
confideral Stuart, or a-G'uel(ih^)eutitted to oar ptiaife or bur 
hatiied^ zk)t on account* of their nam'e» (for tfaofe have n6 I 
magic with bini*!) but the- dtference of their reipe^ve 
modes of goTPcriiment. 

Arthe |aft general eleSipni He croffed the cbnntry to 
Lenham,^ aKidatthcGir^i^r/inlti,! at' Which H^ halted, was 
furrounded^by the^ oo^untry peo'ple from sAl the adjoining 
parts, who took hlin for a Turk! Theiioe he j^rooeedcd to 
the pa!I-boothp and- gave hi^^vbte for his old firiend Filmer 
Honeywood. ' 

Many ridiculous^ (lories art: fabricated reli)ea:ing has lord-r 
ihip^ and amongi others, that he will hot peftnit any of 
his tenants to fow barley, becaufe barley m^y be converted 
into malt,: and n^iak w'ould [^ty a taiC: towards* carry inj^ on 
the war, which he conceives to bean- unjuft one, &e, &c.- 

The 

f There is a pretty good likencfs to be met with^ of Lord" Itdkeby iii 
thellatioucrs* Ihopt at Canterbury. It confiiU of a lialf-Icngth coicured 
{>riiit« - . 
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The family of Lord Rokeby has long poflefled a literxnr 
turn, and he himfeif may be juftly confidered a$ a man of 
letters. It was a relative of his who wrote the celebrated 
treatife on gavel-kind. His eldeft fitter, Mrs MontagUy 
has triumphantly defended the memory and genius of 
Shakfpeare, againft the criticifms, perhaps, of the * greateft 
man of the day. His other fitter, Mrs. Scott, who died 
in 17959 wrote (everai novels, fome of which have attain- 
ed condfierable reputation ; his nephew, and fuccelFor^ 
Morris Robinfon, has a tatte for poetry ; and Matthew 
Montague, the brother of the latter, and heir to the cele- 
brated lady of the fame name, is author of a pamphlet on 
Mf . Pitt's adminittration. 

As for his lordihip himfeif, he publiihed the valuable^ 
and now very fcarce ttaGt, alluded to before, and at an age 
when moft old men think oqly of themfelves, he has not 
been inatteotiFe to what hecondders the dearett interetts of 
his country; having, in 1797, pub! itt)ed an excellent 
pamphlet, entitled, " An Addrefs to the County of Kent, 
on their Petition to the King for removing from the Coun- 
cils of his Majetty his prefent Minitters, and for adopting 
proper means to procure a fpeedy and a happy Peace ; to- 
gether with a Poftfcript concerning the Treaty between the 
Emperor of Germany and France, and concerning our 
Domeftic Situation in time to come.'* 

In (bort, hislordfliip, even independent of his beard, which 
alone attraSs the gaze of the multitude, may be confidered 
as a very Angular man. 

He lives a confiderable portipn of hi> life in water, tem- 
pered by the rays of the fun. 

He travels on foot at a time of life when men of his ranl^ 
and fortune always indulge in a carriage. 

He 

P Voltaire. 
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He IS abftemlous, both in refpea to eating and drinking, 
amidft a luxurious age, wallowing in theexcefles of both. 

He has attained to great longevity, without having re- 
courfe to the aid of pharmacy, and, indeed, with an utter 
contempt of the venders arid praQitioners of phyfici^, whofe 
prefence he is reported to have interdi6ked. 

He has written a fenfible pamphlet, at an age when 
every other man (Cornaro, perhaps, only excepted) has 
relinquifhed his pen. 

By temperance, exercife, and perhaps, alfo, in con- 
fequence of frequent bathing, his body is fo braced, as to 
enable him to fit in winter without a fire. He has aifo 
combated, during a long life, a very infirm conftitution 
and a difeafe generally confidered as fatal. 

And laftly, what is, perhaps, more fingular than all 
the reft, he has been wonderfully confiftent ; for he has 
never once, in the whole courfe of his life, been fovind to 
fwerve from his principles ; in fine, he will carry to his; 
grave the charafter of being virtuous and independent in a 
country becoming famous for its fervility, venality, and 
corruption. 

May the day that is to put an end to his exiftence be far 
oflF, and may his mind be cheered, at the laft awful mo- 
ment, with the recglleSion of his benevolence and hi» 
patriotifm ! ' S. 

LORD 

■* I have heard that when a partxyfn was expedlcd to come on, \\\i 
lordfliip has told his nephew, that if he flaid hs was welcome ; but that if 
he called in medical afliftaitce,out of ^ falfe humanity, and it fhould acc^- 
dentally happen, that he (Lord R.) was not killed by the dt^asr^ he hojjcc* 
be fhould have fufficient ufc of hit hands . and fcnics left, to make a new 
will, and diHaherlt him ! 
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•Rear-AdmuiAl^ .ngw l^or^, N^lfpn, t^o whom his 
l*ountry,i$ fo «iuch indebted foffbU brilliant fer vices, jb 
the fourth foa of the Rei^.' Mr. N^lfen, late r^fl^r pf B^^rn- 
ham-Thof pc in the piwjnty of Jforfaljc, in the ^arfpnage- ' 
houfe of wfaicb parifti his lordfjiip .was bpfn, S^pten^Uer 
29th, 1758. His farher*s family came <)figin|Uy from 
HilboTGugh in the femecounly ; .wh©f^ ^ihey poflefled a 
fmall pgtrimonyy and the p3trpnage pf |t|ie .li;ving. His 
mother was M.ifs Sucklings ^ugbter pf fbe JRey. Dr. 
Suckling, of Suffolk; gripd-d^^gh^^r <>f :\k^ M^. Sir 
Charles Turner, of Wachw)!. pf .(b** county, by fcis la^ 
dy, the fifter of Sir. Robert W.4lf¥)Ie. C^pjtain Sijcl^ling^ 
Lis maternal uncle, W99 his )or4(hip's j^^rly fipd ,very va- 
luable friend in life. He was ^n pfficer in ^befearfery ice j 
in which.he firft comai^ad^ fbe ^ R^ifQn?bIe pf fif^ty-^fpur 
guns 4 itheothe Triumph ; ^and l^(lly dipd camptrQller pf 
the. navy. This gentl^iri^n. i^^ri^d a.fifterof the prefoit. 
Lord VValpoIe, and was, of courfe, much in Norfolk.^ 
He tiiok young NeUbn, ,at twelve years of age, frpm 
Nofth .WaljChf»n-fphopl, in the fanje co^i?ty, ^Ad? entered^ 
him as Mid^ipman pp bpard the Raifoqahle. Here .the 
nephew* ferved fome time, with the valuable officer y^\\o 
now commands that fhip off the Mauritius; and with 
Capt. Charley Boylcs, his friend, and neighbour in the 
QOMntcy, tbenalfp amidftiipman ; and.fron? t^is (hip they 
both removed with Captain Suckling tato the Triumphf. 
when he obtained the command of her. 

On April the loth, 1777, Mr. Neifon was made a lieu- 
tenant, and fent oiit by his uncle to Sir Peter Parker, in 
Jarnaica, who then commanded upon that (tation. He 

was 
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^as by Sir P^tct Ihortjy^fterward^tftade mafler and com- 
mander. On theiithof Juae, I779> he was appointed 
poft captain, and at the qonclufion of the American war, 
returned home. ..Gapt. NeJfon was ne;lt feni out in the 
Boreas frigate, to the jeewardjlbnd Ration ; and had un- 
der him, his Royjal Hig^hnefs the Duke of Clarence, who 
commanded the Pegafus. Here the captain is faid to have 
rendered a fignal fervice to his Royal Highnefs, for which 
he afterwards honoured hixn with his frlendfhip. 

It was upon this (latlon, and we belie.ve ;iboiitthis pe- 
riod, that his lordfliip formed a matrimonial alKance wrth 
his prefeot fady, Mrs. Nefbit of Nevis ; wrdow of Dr. 
Nefbit, phyfician, and niece to the governor of the iflaod : 
And, when the<marridge ceren[K)ny was performed, the 
J>uke of Clarence, it is faid, gave away the bride. And 
heieit would be unjuft not ta mention a report, which does 
credit to- the captain's integrity, and nice fenfe of honour ^ 
'Mr. 'Herbert, governor of • the ifland, was txUent^ly rich, 
and had an only chrld ; a daughter, who was.to have inhe- 
rited her father's fortune. By marrying without his con- 
fent, fliehadforfeitedhis eileeip, and was upon the point 
of being difinherited in fa.vour of his niece; when the ad- 
miral generoufly interfered ; and had the pleafure, before 
his marriage, of reftoripg the daughter to her parents' af- 
^ fedion, ^n6 the fortune to its naturalchannel. 

While his lordihip continued upoQ this ftatton, he had 
under him aimalifquadron of frigates ; and was particu- 
larly ^Gtive in &pfrefiiQg finuggliii^, ^ pra£lrce but loo 
<pFevaient in^ihofe feas. This vigilance was acceptable : to 
atlparties, except thefmugglers, anfd their friends; who 
threatened, and would adiuatly have involved him in expeti- 
ilve Ji{igatlons, had not the admiralty iaterpofed to rcTcueh^m 
£rom their malice* 

Upon 
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Upon quitting the (lation, he returned to his native 
country, and, as there was no immediate call for his fer* 
vices, retired with Mrs. Nelfon to the parfonage-houfe 
at Burnham ; which his father gave up to him, preferring 
a refidence in the neighbourhood. In this retreat, hi» 
lordfhip led a quiet, domeftic life for fome years ; like 
Gil Bias, at Llyria3, inclined to write over the door of 
his cottage : 

<«Invtfni portum. Spes & f ortuna valete 
<< Sat me luiiftis : ludite nunc alios.*' 

and, like him, inclined to return into the world, when 
more a£live fcenes demanded his attendance. 

By his lady, the admiral has no family ; but there is a 
fon of Lady Nelfon, by her firft marriage, (Mr. Nefbit,) 
who is a pofl-captain, and has ferved under his lordfhip du- 
ring the whole period of the prefent war. Befides his wife 
and her fon, Lord Nelfon has now living of his near re- 
lations, firft, his father, who refides near Ipfwich ; next, 
his eldeft brother Maurice, a clerk in the navy ; two bro- 
thers, clergymen, William, ReQor of Hilborough, Suck- 
ling, Redor of Biirnham-Thorpe j and two fifiers, both 
married. 

Upon the breaking out of the prefent war, his lordfliip 
was early appointed to the command of the Agamemnon 
of fixty four guns. Of this (hip's company, a confide- 
rahle part was raifed in the counties of Norfolk and SuflFoik ; 
and not a few in his own neighbourhood. The general 
opinion of his condu£t and' abilities, as an officer^ was 
filch, that feveral gentlemen were defirous to place their 
fons under his command ; and fome of confiderable re- 
fpedability folicited, and obtained this favour; in particu- 
lar. 
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lar, the Rev. Mr. Bolton, his lordfhip's relation, and the 
Rev. Mr. Hofte and Wetherhead, his friends, entered 
their fons as midfhipmen on board the Agamemnon : and, 
it muft be owned, that if they wiflied to give them a juft 
knowledge of their profeffion, founded on a valuable bo- 
dy of experience, they could not have feleSed a better 
mafter. Poor Wetherhead fell nobly at Santa Cruz, the 
others ftill continue with his lordfhip, and have merited 
his efteem and affeftion. 

From the commencement of the war, to the prefent mo- 
ment, the public are in poffeflion of the general out-lines 
of his lordfliip's life. During a confiderable part of the 
time that he commanded the Agamemnon in the Mediterra- 
nean, fcarcely a gazette appeared, " but it contained an ac- 
count of fome fervice performed, or of fome enterprize 
undertaken. If a merchantman was to be cut out of har- 
bour, a battery to be difmounted, a town to be attacked ; 
—the commodore- generally placed himfelfiob ** the hot- 
ted battle," and expofcd his perfon to the fame danger as 
the meaneft feaman. Such voluntary conte.npt of danger, 
although it is not always prudent in the commander, is cer- 
tainly generous, and often leads tofuccefs. Men will do 
more, and with greater pleafure, when they find that no- 
thing is required on one hand, but what is fubmltted to on 
the other ; and great examples will juftify great expe£la- 
X tions. 

In a profeffion like the fea-fervice, calculated to raife he- 
roes, by inuring the mind to difficulty and enterprize, it 
would be unjuft to extol onecharaderat theexpence of 
others ; yet in the triumph of that glorious day, when 
lord St, Vincent, with a far inferior force, beat the Spa- 
nifh fleet off cape St. Vincent, and captured four of their,. 
B b large 
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large (hips, no inconfideriable (hare belongs to Nelfbn. The 
San Jofeph, and the San Nicholas, both veflcis of (iiperioF 
force, ftruck to him. ^The fword of the Spantih Admi- 
ral which he received upon quarter-deck ; and which the 
Spaniard refufedto deliver to any but his lordfli|p, he pre- 
fented to the corporation of Norwich; as he has done 
lately that of the French Admiral Blanc^et^ to the cor- 
poration of London. Upon the oocafion of the a€lion off 
Cape St. Vincent, his terdfliip was created knight of the 
Bath 'y and, about the fame -time. Rear Admiral of the 
Blue. 

in eftimating Lord Nelfon's fervices, i^ is not an indivi* . 
dualatchievement we have to admire, in which, perhaps^ 
good fortune, had at leaft as much (hare as good condufi: ; 
but it is a feries of fucceftes, for the mod part planned 
with judgment, and executed with fpirit. " Some men,** 
fays Lord Bacon, " follow fortune, others lead her." The 
admiral appears lobe of the laft defcription. The glorious 
battle of the rlile, for which he has recently been reward- 
ed with a peerage, has engaged fo much attention, and 
has already beer* fa minutely defcribed, that it i5 unnecef- 
fary to enlarge here on the fubjea. It will fiand upon re- 
cord, as one proof, among many, of what Britiih Tailors, 
commanded by able officers, can effeQ in her arduous en- 
terprizes. The celebrity of Lord Nelfon's name, has ad- 
ded another laurel to the honours of a county, already 
diftinguiftied for the eminent charaQers it has produced§. 
We learn from the hiftory of Norfolk^ that at the little 
village of Cockthorpe^ not far from Burnham, thr^e fea- 
men of great celebrity, were born : namely. Sir Joha 

Narborough, 

§ While the politician regards the late batHe with an eyethat includes 
4f// Murtfre, lihe- rufticb cf BUrnhaRi otjfcrve, that- it was fought on 
*« Burnham fair-day ;'* and confidcr thia' aa not the leaft valuable cireum- 
ftaiice attached to the event; 
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Karborough, Sir Cloudefley Shovel, and Sir Chriflopher 
Mians, 

Whea men have raifed themfelves by their abilities to 
any uncxpefted elevation in the ranks of fociety, their ha- 
bits in private life become objeSs of curious enquiry. 
Though the great man may fhine in the buftle of the world, 
it has well been obferved, that the man can only be feen in 
private. 

' Piety, or a juft fenfe of the fuperintending providence of 
God — the virtue, without which all others are but as "duft 
and aflies" — has confiderable influence on Lord Nelfon^s 
mind, as is known to his more intimate acquaintance ; and 
as may becolle6ted from the proemium of his difpatche? to 
Earl St. Vincent, after the battle of the Nile : " My Lord, 
■ — " Almighty God has bleffed his Majefty's arms 
by a great viSory," drc. Parental piety, which the Ro- 
mans efteemed fo highly, as well as conjugal tendernefs 
and affeftion for relations, which are the foundations of our 
fecial fyftem, are alfo confpicuous in his charaSer. IJis 
attention to his father was always remarkable; the old gen- 
tleman had a praSice, when the weather permitted, of 
walking for an hour before dinner : the admiral, however 
occupied, fcarcely ever failed to accompany him in thefe 
walks. When, after the unfuccefsful attempt at Santa- 
Cruz, his lordfliip lay ill, in confequence of the amputati- 
on of his right arm*, and it wais uncertain what might be 
the event, it is faid that his principal anxiety was for his re- 
lations, rather than himfelf; and that he wrote to the Ad- 
miralty with his left hand^ recommending Mr. Nefbit to 
their notice^ in cafe he fhould die. 

B b 2 His 

* When Lord Nclfon received the wound that fhattcFed his right-arm, 
he was in a boat, and held a Iword that-liad been given him by his unde, 
<'aptain Suckling, which he prized higlily. Upon this occafion, he had 
the good fortune to fave it from falling into the water, by catf^hii)^ 4^ with 
his left hand. This circumftancc is faid to have givea him peculiar ple*- 
fure. 
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His attachment, however, to relations is not ffrong&r 
than is his regard for ftrangers in diftrefs. He entertains a 
juft fenfe of the duties of benevolence^ : iriftances of which 
might eafily be adduced, did the hmits of this memoir per- 
rtiit. And fo ffrong are his feelings of private friendfhip, 
that, when returned from a diftant climate, he has been 
Known {6 (hed tears Upon meeting an old friend unexpeft- 
fcdly. To fome, thefe circumftances may appear trivial, 
and light ; but to others, no lefs difcerning, they will ap- 
pear interefting ; becaiife they difplay feelings infeparable 
from magnanimity, and afford the beft infight into his real 
chara6ier. 

When we compare Lord Nelfon's prefent with his for- 
mer fortune, and confider the early period of fuccefs and 
elevation in life, we may, perhaps, inadvertently conclude, 
that he has been exuberantly rewarded. When, however^ 
on the other hand, we call to mmd the lofs of an eye, and 
an arm, in the fervice of his country ; a wound received 
rn the head ; a pbfition carried, which the French, the beft 
engineers in the worFd, deemed impregnable ; an expediti- 
on fruftrated t)iat afarmed all Europe ;— we muft readily 
retraS fuch conclufioris. That he has rifen to his prefent 
eminence without the co-operation of powerful friends, is 
perfe£lly unnecefTary to remark. In a ftate of fociety, 
men are formed for each other, and exift by mutual fup- 
port ; but whatever favours of this kind Lord Nelfon may 
Tiave received, he has amply deferved by the merit of his 
conduft. How difFei^ent this, from thofe cafes, in which 
feme men, without any perfbnal abilities, are raifed to the^ 
firft ranks in fociety, by the mtx^ force of patronage ; and, 
Tiketh^iftone of Sifyphus, are always likely to recoil on the 
heads of thofe that raifed them ! 

In 

J The noble A(lmira% lall whiter^ fenf dbwh a large cclIe£iion qI 
"blaakcts to his native village, to be diftributcd among the peor. 
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In refpe6l to perfon. Lord Nelfon is about the middle 
^height ; thin, and fomewhat inelegantly formed. He is a 
• ■man of few words, and plain njanners ; but poffefFes great 
fincerity, and a found underftanding. He is evidently a 
onanof genius; fi nee no one but a mafter in the prctfeifi- 
,on could havedifcovered the only point in which the French 
Jine was vulnerable, and have availed himfelf of it fo dexte- 
roufly. Although the attack at AJboukir was* fuccefsful, it 
was not made without cordiderable hazard, 6i>ce the Cullo- 
den, which fhould have led intoafikion, under the command 
of an ^ble officer^ aCtually ran aground. Duriag theJafl: 
M^ar, Admiral Barrington, in the Weft-Indies^ took nearly 
afimilar pofition.to thatof Al)oukir ; which wasconfidered 
jas impregnable z. and, in fa6b, when the French made their 
attack upon him, fuch it prQved^ 

In every point of view, we are warranted in conclud- 
ing, that Lord Neif^n ha« rendered a moft important fer- 
vice to humanity hy his late dccifive and fplendid vidory. 
Jf the hoftije cabinets of Europe fhould prudently avail 
themfelves of its impreffion upon the enemy, and of the 
proud and coi?3tmaoding fituation in which it has placed 
their forces, an honourable and glorious peace may be the 
happy refult. The profpeft of a general and laftingam- 
jiefty is, indeed, the pnly point of view in which the defola- 
tions of war can be, in any degree, tolerable to a feeling 
mind ; the dreadful price of one vi£tory, well improved, 
tends to prevent further effufions of blood. An enemy 
grows more reafonable as he becomes lefs powerful; and 
|hus partial evil is pro4u£live of univerfal good. / 

A.N.S. 
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LORD VISCOUNT HOOD, 

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE. 

THEfpirit of the chriftian religion is manifcftly arerfc 
to war^ but notwithftanding ttfts, certain rt is, noclafs of the 
community has produced a greater number of naval and 
military officers than the clergy of Great Britain. 

The fubjefi of this article was born in Somerfetfhire, 
and his father was firft vicar of Bortleigh) in that county, 
aiid then lefikor of Thornecombe, in Devonfhire. His 
place of refidence and education, after he bad grown up, 
being in a maritime fituation, gave him a taftc for a fea- 
faring life ; and his propenfity to that calling being trrefif- 
tible, he was ftationed on the quarter ded& of a man-of-war, 
and entered on the books as a midfhipman. Happening to 
fci^ve under Admiral Smith, who fat as prefident of the fa- 
mous court-martiat on the unfortunate Byng, he attained 
the rank of lieutenant, by his p«ttromige, andNliftingoiftied 
himfelf, on various occafions, by his perfonal intrepidity': 
in confequence of one a£k of gallantry in particular, he re- 
ceived a wound in the hand, but happily cflfededhis ptir- 
pofe, which was the moft defperate an officer can be em- 
ployed in— that of cutting out and capturing a veOel be- 
longing to the enemy, by means of an armed boat. 

In the beginning of the memorable conteft, denominated, 
from the period of its diiration the feven years war^ he was 
promoted to the rank of poft captain, and foon after obtain- 
ed the Veftal, a frigate of thirty-two guns. Having left 
Portfmouth, on the 13th of February, 1759, under Admi- 
ral Holmes, and happening to be to windward, he defcried 
the Bellona, a^enchveflel of equal force, commanded by 
Count Beauhondir^ on this. Captain Hood inftantly made 

fail 
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fa!1 a-head^ camq to clofe quarterSi ^ni commc^etd axici 
^continued an action of nearly foiir hoair's duration, which 
rCnded inihe capture of his antagonift. 

On this occafioa, he ceftainly l^ad t^he advantage ov^r 
<he enemy, ia what is emphatically termed a clear jbip^ juft 
!9Ut of port,, while the coynt's i;)ad l^ea dift«.at in^y 
inontha frona Europe^ and w^a thep on her return fiora 
MartinicQ, which, ha^d been attaqked by an 5!i>gli(h fqua^ 
droD, and foou after furrender^d ta hi-s' Majefty's arms. 
This^ howeverj, was gonfidered as fo gallant, aa aflti9in, that 
thefampiis circumnavigator, J^ord Anfon, then at the head 
4pf the adcpiralty^ prefented the yjQung captain tp^GcQrgj: 
n. and had the command of the Afr^a of fix^y-f(>},ur guiis 
immediately conferred upon him, as a reward for bis coa- 

On the peace of Paris, Captain Ho^dj wjth a orowd af 
jotherhrase f?a-ofl5cers,a^well^ the v^flels they bf ^ conir 
-inanded, vieralaidi^p inardinarji. Hq, however, b^d the good 
fortune to. be miopred in a very profperous birth ^ for 
knowing that in\ere(}: intinwe^of tr^quillity was ^o thf 
full as ^ood ap n^eiit during hoftiiities, s^nd induced,. ,n'Q 
dopht, alfo by the ftlil more ppvyerful fe^uQions of love 
^and attacjiraenf, h^ had contrived, i,n 1553^ to form a 
matrimonial alliance with Mifs Sufanna Lindze^, daugb^ef 
pf the Mayor of Plymouth, ^ gentleip.an who poffqffed 
great intereft in the corporation. By (his l^dy, he b?J * 
fon, born inthecourK of thefucceeding year, ^ho is no\v 
the Honourable Captain Hood, anoi^cer not inferior to 
^is father in point of bravery and einterprize, and who h^s 
diftinguiflied birn^elf yery eminently in th^ courfe .of the 
prefentwar^ by thefeaman-lika caqduS hp difpla)icd in 
efcapingfrom the batteries of Toulon, the nort pf whicli 
he had entered under the idea of its beihg ftill in the pof- 
feflion of the Enghfti. 

When 
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When the unfortunate conteft took place with Anoerica, 
the fubjcd of thefe memoirs accepted a command, and it 
is not a little memorable, that but one* military, and no 
one naval officer, feemed to think it either unconftitutional 
or unjuft. In November, 1768, we find him on the Bof- 
ton ftation, and it is much to his honour, that while Gen. 
Gage, and fome other officers, were deceiving the nation 
and the miniftry, about the quiet and peaceable difpofition 
of the inhabitants in general, and anticipating the fpeedy 
punifhment of Wafhington, Adams, Hancock, &c. then 
denominated " rebels" but now recognized by recent 
treaties among " our good and faithful allies," he boldly 
and manfully told the truth, and defcribed the colonies as 
in a fiate of ferment and diflTatisfaQion, not eafily to be 
quieted. 

In a fhort time, France, governed by the ufual policy 
of ftates, and deeming this a fair opportunity, by diP- 
membering the colonies, to lefTen the ftrength and diminifh 
the refources of Great Britain, determined to exert herfelf 
in behalf of America; and foon after the capture of Gen. 
Burgoyne, Louis XVJ. entered into a commercial treaty 
with that power, now afpiring to attain the independence 
wliich it had meditated and proclaimed. On- this the 
King of England withdrew his ambafTador from Yerfailles, 
and declared war.' 

The dominions of France being fuppofed mofl vulnera- 
ble in the extremities, it was determined to fend a power-r 
ful fleet to the Weft-Indies. Sir Samuel Hood, now an 
Admiralf, and a bjwonent, went thither, and foon diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his intrepidity and fkifl, particularly in 
the Bafle Terre Road, February, 1782 ; when, with an 
inferior fleet, he foiled the Count de GrafTe. That officer^ 

who. 



Lord Effingham^ afterwards governor of Jamaica. 
§ He received hii flag in 1780. ' 
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who began to be celebrated, in confequence of his exploits 
ii? America, intended to make a defcenton Barbadoes, the 
oldeft of our feitlements in the Weft-Indies; but being 
driven to leeward by the currents, he determined to attack 
St. Kitts, at which place he had arrived with twenty-nine 
two-deckers ; but the Englifti fquadron, confiding of 
only twenty-two large ihips, formed a line of battle, and 
manoeuvred in fuch a manner as to entice the French ad- 
miral to quit the anchorage, which was inftantly occupied 
by his more dexterous a ntagonift. Next morning. Sir Sa- 
muel was attacked by the whole French fleet, but he gave 
them fo warm a reception, that they were foon obliged to 
fheer off*. Notwithftanding this fervice, and the pre- 
diSionof the Englifti commander refpeSing the defence of 
the Brimftone Hill, St. Kitts foon after fprrendered to Ge- 
neral Bouille, then a moft enterprifing commander, and 
now an emigrant in this country. 

In the important viftory of the 12th of April, of the 
fame year, which would have been ftill more memorable 
in the annals of Great Britain, had it not been eclipfed by 
the brilliant achievments of a recent period, we find Admi- 
ral Hood a£iing as fecond in command ; and it is thus that 
Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart, comjnander in chief, 
fpeaks of hisfervices in his difpatches, dated Formidable, 
April 14th, 1782. / 

" It ha*j pleafed God, out of his divine piovidence, to 
" grant to his Majefty's arms a moft complete vI<5lory over 
" the fleets of his enemies, commanded by Count de Grafle, 
f* who is himfelf captured, with the Ville de Paris, and four 
«< other fkips, befides one funk in the a(5lion. 

" Botji 

* " Many of the French (hips muft have fufTcrcd very con fiderablj'-, 
« and the Ville de Paris was upon the heel all the next day, covering her 
f« fliot holes. By information from the ftiorc, the French ftiips have fcnt 
<f toSt. Euflatius upwards of i ore wounded men." 

Letter from Sir S, HcoJ, Bt, to Mr, Stephens of the Admiralty, 
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" Both fleets have greatly fuffered ; but it is with the high- 
** eft falisfadion I can aflure their lordftiips, that though die 
♦* ma(h, fails, rtgg'trt^j and hulls of the Brit?(h fleet are da- 
*^ maged, yet the lofs of men has been fo fmall, cooAder- 
«* ing the length of the battle, and the ck>fe a<aion they fb 
" long fuftained, and in vrhich both fleets looked upon the 
" honour of their king and country to be raoft effentiially 
•* concerned. The great fiipply of naval ftores lately ani^- 
*,' in ine Wed Indies, will, 1 flatter myi^lf, foon repaiz all 
•* the damages his Majefty's fleet has fuftained. 

•* The gallant behaviour of the efl^eers and men of ^ 
'< fleet I have the honour to command, has been fucb as ia^ft 
•* foi ever endear them to all the lovers of their king ancl 
" country. The noble behaviour of my fecondin command, 
•* SIR SAMUEL HOOD, Bart. ♦ who in both anions 
** moll coafpicuoufly exerted himfelf, demands nr^y warmcft 
. " encomiums. My third in command. Rear Admiral Prake, 
'^ who with his diviflon led the battle on the 12th, deferves 
f* the higheft praifc, &c. 

Immediately after the engagement, Admiral Samuel 
, Hood, to whom the French admiral had (truck his colours, 
was difpatched by Sir George to the Mona Paflage, in or- 
(der to intercept fuch of the enemy's fquadron as might en- 
deavour to efcape in that direQion. In confequence of 
this he captured two line-of-battle (hips and two frigates, 
on the 9th of April, 1782, with the lofs of only fix killed 
and fourteen wounded, and on the commander in chiePs 
repairing to £ort-Royal harbour, in Jamaica, with the 
enemy's fhips, and fuch of his own fquadron as were 
crippled, he left his fecond, with all the men-of-war capable 
of keeping the fea, amounting to about 25 (ail of the 

line, 

♦Sir Samuel on this occafion led the van diyifion, confiding- of the 
Royal Oak, A];Vv*d, Montague, Yarmouth, Valiant, Bliffleur, Monarch, 
Warrior, Beliqueux, Centaur, Magnificent, and Wi^IiaVn. He himfelc 
was flationecf on board the Barfleur of 90 guns : his o^R^n captain was 
Knight ; ths other captains were Burnett, who led the wHoIe cn^he ftar- 
board tack, and Baync, Bowen, Parry, Goodall, Reynolds," Wallace 
(Sir James), Sutherland, Ingleficld, Linzee, and Wilfon. ' ' ' "" 
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line, eff Gape Fran9ols, in St. Domingo, with a view to 
watch the enemy's motions, and prevent any further hof- 
tilc movements on their part. 

The peace, that foon after enfued, once more inter- 
rupted the f rofeffional exertions of Admiral Hood ; he wa^ 
now decorated, however, with Iri.Ti honours, and launch- 
ed by the roiniflry on the ocean of politics. Sir George 
Rodney having been created an Engh'fti baron, a vacancy 
forWeftminiler enfued, and it was fondly hoped that thq . 
tide of popularity wouW fet in foftrong in that city, which 
is the ufual refidence of royalty, that he would be return- 
ed without difficulty ; this, however, proved fallacious, 
and his Ton experienced the mortification of being obliged 
to withdraw his father's ^ame,* 

At the diflblution of parliame?it, in 1784, the conduQ 
pf the coalition rniniftry had fo thoroughly difgufted the 
nation, that his lordfliip once more ftarted, and that too 
under more fortunate aufpices ; for we find that during the 
memorable flruggle, in which Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. 
Fox were rival candidates, the name of the gallant admi- 
ral flood at the head of thepoH. 

[ In the preceding parliament he alfo reprefented the 
fame conftituents ; but they were fo di Appointed in ref- 
pe£l to his exertions, and fp thoroughly difgufted with 
his attachment to the miniftry, in oppofition to their de- 
clared fentiments, that at the iaft general eleSion he 
deemed it prudent to accept of a peerage, infteadofjm 
eleSive feat in Parliament; and adminiftration having 
tliusfecured him an honourable retreat, they immediately 
put another of their naval adherents into nomination, who, 
after a celebrated cor. ^efl, proved finally fuccefsful. 

No 

♦ Lord John Townfcnd was the fuccefsful candidate. 
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Nofooner had a conteft with France taken plac2, than 
the eyes of the people and the cabinet were direQed to- 
wards the moft able commanders in the naval fervice, and 
fixed in particular on Lord Hood. That nobleman was 
accordingly placed at the head of a powerful fleet, and Tent 
to the Mediterranean. France, at this moment, was dif- 
traQed by civil broils, and a grand effort was now made 
by the Englifli miniftry, in conjunQion with the royaliffs 
of th(^ fouth, to difn)cmber the empire, or at leaft to de- 
(Trov one of her grand naval arfenals. We accordingly 
fin] Admiral Lord Hood taking pofleflion of Toulon, and 
hclciing it for feveral months. It was deftined, however, 
that a fudden change of fortune (hduld reftore the fecond 
fea-portto the republic. Accordingly that place being in- 
verted. General O'Hara, the governor, who had made a 
y5r//>, was uirfortunatefy wounded and taken prifoner ; and 
Lord Hood's difpatch, from on board the Viftory, an- 
nouncing this event, was blamed for being lefs delicate 
than the occafion required. Soon after this the troops un- 
der General Dugommier flormed and took the heights, and 
fuch was the refolutioh of the beiieging army, and the 
conduS of Ricard, Freron, Barras, and Robefpierre, 
jun. joined to the (kill of young Buonaparte, then aSing 
as an engineer, that the town foon ceafed to be tenable. 

In confequence of this event, it was at length deter- 
mined to evacuate the place : and as it would have been 
cruel to have l^ft fach of the natives as had preferred the 
dominion of England to that of their own country, the 
men-of-war were crowded with the wretched inhabitants; 
and on board the Robust alone, although ihe is but a 
third rate, about 2,300 of them were brought off. 

On this oecrifion, ten fail of the line in ^be harbour, 
and three fail of the line on the flocks, were deftroyed, 

under 
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tinder the dirc&ions of Sir Sidney Smith, then aQing as 2 
volunteer, and three fail of the line and four frigates were 
brought ofF.^ 

Immediately afterthefe memorable exploits, Lord Hood 
quitted the outer bay of Toulon, and rendezvoufed with 
his fleet at the Hieres, where they were lucky enough to 
fhelter themfelves during a very heavy gale of wind. 

But it was not to the capture of this great arfenal, that 
the admiral confined his exploits. Early in the fame year, 
he had blockaded the port of Genoa, which was loudly ex- 
claimed againft at that period, as an infringement of the 
laws of nations, and agrofs violation of the neutrality of 
that petty, but then independent, ftate. Our fleet in the 
Mediterranean alfo bridled the grand Duke of Tufcany, 
und forced him into compliances which, had it not beenr 
for his powerftil family alliances, might have ended in the 
annihilation of his petty fovereignty. 

In February, his lordfhip had alfo made an imfuccefsful 
attack an the ifland of Corfica ; from which he was 
obliged to defift in confequence of a violent gale of wind, 
which drove him to fea ; and on the 29th of the fame 
month he anchored at Porto Ferraro. The next attempt 
on Corfica proved infinitely more fortunate; for that little 
fl:ate, which Genoa affeSed to denominate a kingdom, and 
which conferred " a barren crown" on the head of Theo- 
dore, 

* Here follows a fummary of the particulars of WxaX ctkbratetl 
event : 

Burnt - - 15 

Efcaped the fiames - - 8 

Brought off by Lord Hood - - 3 

Burnt at Leghorn (Le Scipio) i 

Sent to Bretl with refmdtory fcamen - 4 

Total 31 
N. B. The French affert that feveral men-of-war, f-.ippofed to have 
been burnt by the Englifli, have fincc been equipped and fent to fea. 
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dore^ was annexed, for t (hort iinoe, to tliie dominions of. 
Great Britain; but after fwallowin^ up immenfe wealth, k 
was happily for the nation wrefted from us by the enemy. 

After performiDg thefe fervices. Lord Hood retired to his 
native land; and notwithftanding he is now in the vale of 
years, he is equally ready, as before, to hoift his blue 
jack, and command the fquadrons of his country. 

Hismajefiy at all time has been ready to reward bis me-^ 
rits. He, was created a baronet when the king vifited the 
fleet at Portfmouth, ia 1783, at which time he was port- 
admiral there, in the room of Admiral Pye, then lately 
deceafed; in September, I783, he became a baron of Ire- 
land ; andonMay aStby 1796, a vifcount of Great Bri- 
tain. His lady was created a peered of Great Britain^ 
March 27th, 1795, and his brother, Alexander- Arthur, 
Admiral of the White, Vice-Admiral of Gr^at Britain, 
a Knight of the Bath, and Baron of Great Britain, May 
28th, 1796. S /:*i '^^l ^■ 

The heralds, in allufion to the element on which he has 
diflinguiihed himfcif, have given him aifrace of jnermaids 
for fupporters ; and the motto 

" VENTIS SECUNDIS,*' 

muft be allowed to be peculiarly appropriate. 
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